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Dear Readers

We received the results of our Leibniz evaluation last year, which com-

mended the GIGA “for developing outstandingly in recent years.” We were 

proud of the strong support that the report expresses for all the work that 

our research and support staff do at the GIGA. But we did not rest on our 

laurels.

Internally, through intensive discussions and debate, we developed 

the concept of “truly global research” that will help bring together our di-

verse projects and agendas under a shared umbrella. We sharpened our 

profile with a recalibration of our research programmes to use existing 

complementarities and develop new synergies. We revamped our GIGA 

Focus series with the aim of improving the accessibility of our scholarship 

for practitioners and other relevant constituencies. Our scholars contin-

ued to publish in highly-ranked academic outlets. 

Externally, we broadened and deepened our interactions with practi-

tioners, particularly with the Federal Foreign Office. Our major contribu-

tions to enhancing Hamburg as an international intellectual hub included 

our new Distinguished Speaker Lecture Series and our inaugural Global 

Transitions Conference. We were also very pleased to launch our collab-

oration with NDR, the North German broadcasting corporation, on a new  

programme series where foreign correspondents and GIGA scholars dis-

cuss key topical issues together. 

This Annual Report presents some of the highlights of 2015.

Prof. Dr. Amrita Narlikar, DPhil (Oxon), PhD (Cantab) 

President of the GIGA
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First Mayor Welcomes GIGA President Amrita Narlikar 

In a Senate reception on 28 January 2015 Ham-

burg First Mayor Olaf Scholz welcomed Amrita  

Narlikar, who became the new president of the 

GIGA in October 2014. Scholz said, "It is an hon-

our for the GIGA, the University of Hamburg, and 

our city to have someone of Professor Narlikar’s 

high calibre and level of experience as part of our 

academic community here in Hamburg. The insti-

tute’s close cooperation with the Senate of Ham-

burg and the Federal Foreign Office can greatly 

benefit the GIGA’s work. I’m certain that scholar-

ship in the city of Hamburg will profit greatly from 

her input."

www.giga-hamburg.de/en/news/rising-powers-

could-take-over-more-responsibility[

GIGA Annual Report 2015

Highlights 2015

Outstanding Results in Leibniz Evaluation

The GIGA was awarded superb marks after its evaluation by the Leibniz Association and 

a group of international experts in late 2014. The final report concludes that the GIGA 

"has developed outstandingly in recent years" and that its performance in research  

and knowledge transfer is "very good and, in part, excellent."

www.giga-hamburg.de/en/news/leibniz-evaluation[

Senator Dr. Dorothee 
Stapelfeldt,  

Prof. Dr. Amrita Narlikar 
and First Mayor  

Olaf Scholz 
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Top International Scholars in New Lecture Series

The GIGA Distinguished Speaker Lecture Series 

aims to bring the best minds in academia and pol-

icy to Hamburg to stimulate public exchange on 

key global developments. The new event format 

has been made possible by financial support from  

the Federal Foreign Office. At the invitation of First  

Mayor Olaf Scholz, Prof. Jagdish Bhagwati (Colum-

bia University; see picture) gave the inaugural lec-

ture, "Trade Issues Today: WTO, Transatlantic, and  

Transpacific Agreements," at Hamburg City Hall.  

At two further events, the speakers were Prof.  

Padma Desai (also from Columbia University) on  

Putin’s Russia and Prof. Louis W. Pauly (University  

of Toronto) on global finance.

www.giga-hamburg.de/en/events/giga-dsls

Global Transitions Conference on Global Order

The first Global Transitions Conference, part of a new series of high-level symposia 

launched by the GIGA with financial support from the Federal Foreign Office, was held 

on 3 and 4 December. The inaugural conference was entitled “Negotiating the Future: 

Visions of Global Order.” 

www.giga-hamburg.de/en/news/giga-global-transitions-conference-2015

Prof. Jagdish  
Bhagwati
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Scholars and Journalists "Cross Borders"

A new event series called “Grenzgänger – Auslands

korrespondenten treffen Wissenschaftler” (“Border 

Crossers – Foreign Correspondents Connecting 

with Scholars”) kicked off in November. A co-cre-

ation of the GIGA and the NDR (Northern German 

Broadcasting, one of the largest radio and televi-

sion broadcasters in Germany), the format brings 

together GIGA researchers and journalists from the 

NDR and other media outlets. It thus combines the 

strengths of scholarship and journalism. The first 

event addressed the political situation in China, fo-

cussing on environmental and climate change is-

sues (“China – dicke Luft im Reich der Mitte“).

www.giga-hamburg.de/en/news/journalism-and-

scholarship-converge-in-hamburg[

World Regions Compared: Major DVPW Meeting Held at the GIGA

The German Political Science Association (Deutsche Vereinigung für Politische Wissen-

schaft, DVPW) held the 2015 conference of its Comparative Political Science Section 

at the GIGA in February. More than 200 scholars attended the event, entitled "World 

Regions Compared: Polity, Politics, and Policy".

www.giga-hamburg.de/en/news/dvpw

GIGA Annual Report 2015
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Prof. Dr. Heike  
Holbig at the first  

Border Crossers event
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Fiftieth Volume of Africa Spectrum Published

The first issue of the GIGA’s renowned open access 

journal Africa Spectrum was published in 1966, 

making 2015 the fiftieth year of the periodical’s 

existence. The journal, listed in Thomson Reuters’ 

SSCI Index, focuses on topics related to political, 

economic, and sociocultural problems and events 

in sub-Saharan Africa, as well as on Africa’s role 

within the international system. Since 2003 Africa 

Spectrum has been collaborating with the African  

Studies Association in Germany (Vereinigung für Af-

rikawissenschaften in Deutschland, VAD). The Dag  

Hammarskjöld Foundation in Uppsala (Sweden) 

has co-edited the journal since 2009.

www.giga-hamburg.de/en/news/africa-spectrum-

celebrates-its-50th-annual[

Mariana Llanos Wins APSA’s Founders Award

GIGA scholar Mariana Llanos and her Brazilian co-author Magna Inácio won the pres-

tigious Founders Award from the American Political Science Association (APSA). The 

award honoured them for their paper "The Institutional Presidency in Latin America: A 

Comparative Analysis," which was presented at APSA’s 2014 Annual Meeting.

www.giga-hamburg.de/en/news/founders-award

Dr. Mariana Llanos 
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Institute of
African Affairs

(IAA)

Institute of
Asian Studies

(IAS)

Institute of 
Latin American
Studies (ILAS)

Institute of
Middle East

Studies (IMES)

Research Programme 3: 

Socio-Economic Development in the Context of Globalisation

Research Programme 2: 

Violence and Security

Research Programme 1: 

Legitimacy and Effi ciency of Political Systems

Research Programme 4: 

Power, Norms and Governance in International Relations

We were delighted to read in the 2015 

Leibniz evaluation report that the GIGA 

“has developed outstandingly in recent 

years” and that its performance is rated as 

“very good and, in part, excellent”. Build-

ing on the strengths highlighted by the re-

viewers – in-depth area expertise on Af-

rica, Asia, Latin America, and the Middle 

East; Comparative Area Studies; interdis-

ciplinary research on topics of both aca-

demic and political relevance – we have 

been further sharpening our academic 

profile since then.

Research at the GIGA is driven by the 

conviction that in an increasingly global

ised world, scholarship also has to be-

come truly global. To fulfil this ambition, 

we believe it is critical that we take into 

account the philosophical traditions and 

historical experiences of the regions, and 

advance a well-informed, inclusive, and 

pluralistic approach to scholarship and 

policy. Dealing with the causal forces and 

repercussions of the manifold transitions 

we are witnessing in the world today re-

quires an approach that is global in con-

tent, global in reach and global in struc-

ture. 

An approach that is “global in content” 

requires us to work closely with the intel-

Research at the GIGA

Prof. Dr.  
Amrita Narlikar, 

DPhil (Oxon), 
PhD (Cantab),  

President of the 
GIGA

Figure 1: GIGA Research Matrix 2015
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17Research at the GIGA

lectual experiences and empirical realities 

of the regions of our study, and no longer 

allow the marginalisation of the so-called 

“rest” from the mainstream debates in re-

search and policy. This does not mean be-

ing “critical” for the sake of it, but engag-

ing with theoretical and empirical content 

from the regions on its own terms. The 

two key words are inclusiveness and plu-

ralism in our scholarship, while remaining 

uncompromising on international stand-

ards of excellence. We are cognisant of 

the risks involved in adopting such an ap-

proach (see GIGA Focus Global 1/2016). 

But we also believe that the GIGA is 

uniquely well equipped to take on these 

challenges, given its long-standing ex-

pertise on and close collaboration with 

the above-mentioned world regions (see 

pages 18-25). The methodological toolkit 

is eclectic and depends on the particular 

research question, but is guided by four 

principles: comparative research (inter-, 

intra-, and cross-regional comparisons), 

multi-level analysis (local, national, re-

gional, and global), interdisciplinarity, and 

a pluralistic worldview. GIGA researchers 

are interested in concepts that are specif-

ic to a region and also travel beyond the 

region. Our topics include new forms of 

violence and conflict that have emerged 

since the end of the East–West conflict, 

opportunities and constraints posed by a 

globalised economy, different types and 

levels of socio-political dynamics that can  

be observed in democratic and non-demo

cratic regimes, and the reconfiguration of 

power in the international system that in-

fluences global policy making.  

We are committed to conducting re-

search that is “global in reach”. We live and 

breathe the Leibniz motto “theoria cum  

praxi” in many of our outreach activities.  

Research-based policy advice and know

ledge transfer to the wider public are es-

sential elements of our mandate. Our re-

search findings are published in the top 

peer-reviewed academic journals and 

university publishing houses, and our out

reach activities also include three well-es-

tablished open-access publication series  

and impactful public and exclusive events 

in Hamburg and Berlin, as part of our re-

gional Research Platforms, and in oth-

er diverse forums within Germany and 

abroad.

The GIGA is already an institute of in-

ternational standing, and we seek to en-

hance this by promoting research that is 

“global in structure”. We train junior schol-

ars from all over the world, and we have 

a policy of international recruitment at all  

levels. We foster an institutional culture 

that appreciates diversity through an 

equal opportunity strategy defined in the 

broadest sense of the term. 

Through its global approach to scholar-

ship, the GIGA aims to serve as an intellec-

tual bridge between theory and practice,  

and also between theories, frameworks 

and cases from different parts of the 

world. 
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Sub-Saharan Africa was free of dispropor-

tionate crises in 2015. The unexpectedly 

peaceful presidential elections in Nigeria 

can be seen as an important milestone 

towards greater political stability. Contin-

ued economic growth in many countries 

despite falling commodity prices may indi-

cate that economic performance is more 

robust than it used to be. 

With the exception of some countries 

in the Horn of Africa and a certain de-

gree of economically motivated emigra-

tion from Western Africa, the current refu-

gee crisis in Europe is not being fuelled 

by sub-Saharan Africa – most refugees 

fleeing from violent conflict and political 

instability in Africa stay in their respective 

subregions.

Yet, this does not imply that the con-

tinent no longer faces tremendous chal-

lenges. For example, migration pressure 

continues to be an issue in Africa. Eritrea, 

in particular, produces a high number 

of refugees – the causes of which have 

been looked into by the Institute of Afri-

can Affairs (IAA). Political turmoil was also 

an issue on the continent in 2015. The 

IAA covered not only Nigeria’s presiden-

tial elections but also internal strife in the 

country. For instance, the role of Boko 

Haram was discussed in a GIGA Forum, 

while IAA researchers also investigated 

the role of oil in fuelling conflict and found 

that locations with oil infrastructure ex-

perience significantly more violence than 

others. The IAA also examined aspects of 

the termination and aftermath of violent 

conflict, specifically the topical issues of 

peace negotiations, power sharing, and 

institutional reform. 

Unfortunately, Nigeria’s peaceful tran-

sition of power remains an exception ra

ther than the rule in Africa. One case in 

point that has been carefully followed by 

the IAA is Burundi, where street protests 

followed the incumbent president’s deci-

sion to renew his candidacy in violation of  

the term limit. This particular situation is  

Apl. Prof. Dr.  
Jann Lay
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The GIGA’s South Africa research platform began to take shape 

in the course of 2015. The platform intends to pursue a strategy 

of working with selected excellent partners in South Africa and 

beyond on topical issues of joint interest. These issues will be ad-

dressed at joint high-level events that will feature GIGA research, 

link to regional debates, and address a variety of key audiences. The first international 

workshop, on inequality and middle-class development in Africa, took place in early 

2016 in collaboration with the University of Cape Town. The activities also include regu-

lar stays of GIGA researchers in South Africa.

exemplary of authoritarian regimes’ at-

tempts to consolidate power by using 

formal, but hollow, democratic rules and 

interfering with judiciaries that are only in-

dependent on paper. Such developments 

receive due attention by the IAA.

The GIGA’s Africa Spectrum celebrat-

ed its fiftieth birthday with an anniversary 

issue and, according to the Thomson Re-

uters’ Journal Citation Report, was once 

again amongst the ten most important 

journals in area studies. 

As in previous years, the IAA hosted 

the secretariat of the African Studies As-

sociation (VAD). 

In June the GIGA held a symposium 

to commemorate the life and scholarly 

achievements of the late Gero Erdmann, 

who sadly passed away in June 2014. The 

symposium highlighted Erdmann’s deep 

footprints in the literature on neopatrimoni-

alism, parties, and party systems in Africa,  

as well as on democratisation and democ

racy promotion. Colleagues and former 

collaborators revisited some of his work 

and viewed it from the perspective of re-

cent findings in the literature.

Two Alexander von Humboldt fellows, 

Guilia Piccolino and Nkwachukwu Orji, en

riched the IAA’s academic environment in  

2015: Piccolino shed light on the charac-

teristics of victor’s peace and justice in 

Rwanda and Cote D’Ivoire, while Orji began  

developing a cross-national survey of the 

reports of international election observation  

missions in Africa and continued to be a 

key resource person for events in Nigeria. 

The IAA leadership changed in Octo-

ber 2015, with Jann Lay becoming acting  

director of the IAA following Andreas Me-

hler’s departure. Mehler, who was a mem- 

ber of the GIGA’s executive board and 

had been the IAA director since 2002, ac-

cepted the role of director of the Arnold 

Bergstraesser Institute in Freiburg and 

professor for development theory and de- 

velopment policy at the University of Frei-

burg. 

Research Platform in South Africa Initiated

Table Mountain  
in Cape Town
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The regional mandate of the Institute of 

Asian Studies (IAS) extends from Mongo-

lia to New Zealand. The IAS’s traditionally 

strong focus on China has in recent years 

been complemented by a growing focus 

on India. In fact, in late 2015 the IAS had 

more researchers working on India than 

on China. 

Both China and India experts at the 

IAS were in high demand in 2015 given the 

economic and regional challenges facing 

China and India in their quest to sustain 

their growth trajectories and boost their 

international roles. 

Whenever possible, the IAS strives to 

bring relevant subregional expertise to-

gether. A particular highlight in this regard 

in 2015 was an international conference 

and a policy roundtable on the impact of 

China’s and India’s rise on regional and in-

ternational competition and cooperation.  

Held in Hamburg and Berlin, respective-

ly, and organised in cooperation with the 

Konrad Adenauer Foundation and the 

Zeit Foundation, these events brought to-

gether scholars and policymakers from 

China, Germany, India, New Zealand, and 

the United States. Under the “Changing 

Asia” title, similar events are planned to 

take place in Germany, China, India, and 

the United States.

In 2015 third party–funded projects at 

the IAS examined, inter alia, ideological 

change and regime legitimation in China 

(funding: BMBF), governance models and 

discourses in China (funding: DFG), and the  

role of civil society organisations in author-

itarian Vietnam, Algeria, and Mozambique 

(funding: DFG). Transnational practices 

shaping the encounters and experiences 

of West African traders with urban Chinese 

modernity (funding: DFG) and the science 

and technology policy programmes of 

the Chinese government (funding: BMBF) 

were also among the topics of third party-

funded research projects. 

Funding from the Claussen Simon 

Foundation for a professorship in econom-

Prof. Dr.  
Patrick Köllner
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Conferences, workshops, and two-way personnel exchanges 

are at the core of GIGA research-platform activities in Asia. In 

Tokyo Iris Wieczorek represents not only the GIGA but the Leib-

niz Association as a whole. In late 2015 Pascal Abb became 

“the GIGA’s man in Beijing.” His job includes the preparation of a joint GIGA–Tsinghua 

University workshop on think tanks in Asia. In 2015 the GIGA also joined forces with 

the Institute of Strategic Studies in Ulaanbaatar and the Friedrich Ebert Foundation to 

run the German–Mongolian Dialogue on International Relations and Security in Central 

Asia and East Asia. 

ics came to an end in 2015, with professor 

Erich Gundlach joining the GIGA on an in-

stitutional basis in the summer. 

IAS scholars presented their work at 

various international conferences, with a 

particular strong showing at the Interna-

tional Studies Association Conference in 

New Orleans. The IAS itself hosted the 

2015 gathering of the European Alliance 

for Asian Studies. 

IAS scholars published well over 20 

articles in 2015 in international peer-re-

viewed journals such as the China Quar-

terly. They were also heavily engaged in 

knowledge transfer – be it through media 

interventions, public-interest publications 

such as Internationale Politik’s special is-

sue on India, or participation in prominent 

Hamburg-based events such as India 

Week.

In terms of staff, the IAS saw some com-

ing and going in 2015. Sandra Destradi  

spent the better part of the year at the 

European University Institute in Florence, 

conducting research on reluctance in in-

ternational relations, focussing on the re-

gional powers India and Germany. Pascal 

Abb received a fellowship and analysed 

the media strategies of Chinese foreign pol- 

icy think tanks during his stay at National 

Chengchi University in Taipei. 

The IAS bade farewell to Nele Noesselt, 

who became a full professor at the Univer

sity of Duisburg-Essen, and to Nicola Ny-

malm, who joined the Swedish Institute of 

International Affairs. Miriam Prys-Hansen 

and Sandra Destradi served as acting pro- 

fessors at the Helmut Schmidt University 

in Hamburg. 

The IAS welcomed Jessica Wilczak 

from the University of Toronto, who joined 

the research project on West African–Chi-

nese interactions, and also a number of 

visiting scholars from the United Kingdom, 

the United States, and various parts of 

Asia – including three young research-

ers from the Republic of Korea on Korea 

Foundation fellowships.

GIGA Research Platforms in Asia Begin Operating

The CCTV Tower 
in Beijing
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Economic crisis, social protests, and po-

litical change characterised Latin America 

in 2015. As a result of falling commodity 

prices, most economies exhibited low or 

even negative (e.g. Brazil) growth rates. 

There were widespread protests against 

economic mismanagement and corruption.  

Some governments were punished by the 

voters. The Guatemalan president, Otto 

Pérez, was forced to resign and went to jail.  

In Brazil protesters demanded an impeach-

ment of president Dilma Rousseff, and in  

Argentina in November the electorate vot-

ed the Peronists out of government. One 

month later, in Venezuela the opposition 

against president Maduro won the elec-

tions for Congress by a compelling major-

ity. 

In international politics the rapproche-

ment between the United States and 

Cuba continued, symbolised by the hand-

shake between Presidents Barack Obama 

and Raúl Castro during the Summit of the 

Americas in Panama. This realignment 

also led to more German governmental 

activities in Cuba. Bert Hoffmann advised 

the Federal Foreign Office in the run-up to 

Foreign Minister Steinmeier’s visit to Cuba. 

Despite the economic slowdown in Latin 

America, China increased its presence 

as a trading partner, investor, and lender. 

China’s engagement was a topic at the 

second EU–CELAC summit in Brussels  

in July. 

In November the ILAS organised an 

international conference titled “China, 

Latin America and the EU – A Triangu-

lar Relationship?” in cooperation with the 

EU-LAC Foundation and the CAF Devel-

opment Bank of Latin America. 

The ongoing peace process in Colom-

bia was another topic of major interest at 

the ILAS. Sabine Kurtenbach and Ange-

lika Rettberg (Universidad de los Andes, 

Bogotá) started a joint project on war 

economies and postwar crime (funding: 

Alexander von Humboldt Foundation). The  

two years project kicked off with an in-

Prof. Dr.  
Detlef Nolte
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The GIGA has a strategic partnership with the Institute of Inter-

national Relations at the Pontifícia Universidade Católica, Rio de 

Janeiro, which closely cooperates with the BRICS Policy Center. 

Another close partner is Brazil’s most important think tank, the 

Fundação Getulio Vargas. In 2015 Bert Hoffmann conducted a re-

search stay in Rio as part of a project on Brazilian–Cuban relations. Daniel Flemes 

studied relations between Colombia and Brazil. And Detlef Nolte participated in a con-

ference on the future of the IBSA Forum. In addition, Rio-based researchers attended 

a conference in Hamburg on China in Latin America. 

GIGA Institute of Latin American Studies

ternational conference held in Bogotá in 

October.

The Prior Consultation and Conflict 

Transformation in Resource Governance 

project (funding: German Foundation for  

Peace Research) coordinated by Almut 

Schilling-Vacaflor came to an end in 2015, 

having examined the exploitation of natu-

ral resources and protests against min-

ing ventures. The results of the aforemen

tioned endeavours were published in 

Third World Quarterly, the Journal of Latin  

American Studies, and the Canadian Jour- 

nal of Development Studies. 

A new research project on ethnic vot-

ing in Latin America (funding: DFG) start-

ed in 2015. In addition, two DAAD-funded 

projects in cooperation with Latin Ameri-

can partner universities got underway in 

2015. The first, The Institutional Presi-

dency in Latin America, is coordinated by 

Mariana Llanos and Magna Inácio (Fed-

eral University of Minas Gerais). In fact, 

Llanos and Inácio won the American Po-

litical Science Association’s 2015 Found-

ers Award for their article on this project 

topic. The second, Colombia in the Face 

of Brazilian Power Projection, is coordi-

nated by Daniel Flemes in cooperation 

with the Pontifícia Universidad Javeriana, 

Bogotá. 

In 2015 the ILAS hosted Santiago  

Basabe (FLACSO Quito) and Cecilia Roa 

(Fundación Evaristo García, Cali), both 

Alexander von Humboldt fellows, Diana 

Tussie (FLACSO Buenos Aires), and Kai 

Enno Lehmann (Universidade de São 

Paulo). 

Daniela García finished her doctoral 

thesis “Solar Energy and the Problem of 

Path Dependency in Costa Rica’s Ener-

gy System” and is now a researcher at 

the Universidad Nacional de Costa Rica. 

Mariana Carpes – who compared the nu-

clear policies of Brazil, India, and South 

Africa in her doctoral thesis – is now a 

postdoctoral research fellow at the Uni-

versidade de Brasília. 

Rio Research Platform: Strong Partners, Global Research

Museu de Arte  
Contemporânea,  
Rio de Janeiro
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The Middle East and North Africa expe-

rienced another annus horribilis in 2015: 

The civil wars in Syria, Yemen, and Libya 

escalated. Terror shocked Iraq on an al-

most daily basis. And the Islamic State (IS) 

and its offshoots were able to expand their 

activities due to both the lack of state au-

thority and international and regional med-

dling. Despite some military setbacks, the 

IS retained considerable fighting prowess, 

which was mainly due to the disunity of its 

adversaries. Russia’s military intervention 

only added to the complexity. The main suf- 

ferers of this chaotic situation were once 

again the Syrian people – more than half a 

million of whom fled to Europe alone, mak-

ing the Syrian crisis an immediate Euro-

pean problem.

In contrast, the biggest positive mile-

stone of 2015 in the region was undoubt-

edly the nuclear deal with Iran, which  sett- 

led a 12-year-long international crisis. The  

agreement prevents Tehran from develop-

ing a nuclear device but allows the coun

try to return to the international arena.  

However, the prospect of an Iranian re-

covery triggered protest, especially on the 

Arabian peninsula. Under King Salman 

bin Abdulaziz, who succeeded the throne  

in January, Saudi Arabia has become en- 

tangled in a region-wide battle for influ-

ence with Iran and has also developed a 

much more proactive foreign policy and 

intervened militarily in Yemen.

Institute of Middle East Studies (IMES) 

scholars addressed these issues in a num- 

ber of research projects. Within the Inter

national Diffusion and Cooperation of 

Authoritarian Regimes (IDCAR) network, 

they cooperated with the top international 

experts to investigate the continued re-

solve of authoritarianism and autocratic 

regimes. IMES researchers also tackled 

the subject of poverty – one of the main 

scourges of the Middle East – within the 

context of the NOPOOR project and the 

Poverty and Inequality Dynamics and the 

Role of Social Policies project. 

Prof. Dr.  
Henner Fürtig
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In order to establish ongoing cooperation with researchers 

and practitioners from the Middle East and North Africa, the 

IMES established research platforms at the prominent Leba-

nese American University in Beirut, Lebanon, and the pro-

democracy Observatoire Tunisien de la Transition Democra-

tique in Tunis, Tunisia. While the research platform in Beirut was launched with an inter- 

national conference in November on “Recent Wars in the Middle East”, the Tunis activi-

ties started, also in November, with a symposium on “Political Representation in North 

Africa”.

In addition, IMES scholars continued to 

examine the causes of civil war in the pro

ject From Civil War to Social Contract: 

State Services, Political Trust, and Political 

Violence. They found that the overall dis-

appointing outcomes of the Arab Spring 

produced more questions than answers, 

which they are addressing in a separate 

project that compares the post–Arab 

Spring situations of the Tunisian elite and 

the Egyptian elite. 

The IMES’s long-standing focus on 

political Islam was extended by third par-

ty–funded research on the Muslim Broth-

erhood and Salafism. At the end of 2015 

the German Peace Foundation agreed to 

fund a project on the causes of the Syrian 

refugee crisis.

As in previous years, all the results of 

IMES research were published in books 

and prominent international academic 

journals, such as Democratization, the 

Journal of Peace Research, Terrorism 

and Political Violence, Studies in Conflict 

and Terrorism, the Middle East Journal, 

and Middle East Policy. Moreover, IMES 

scholars participated in the most impor-

tant national and international conferenc-

es within their disciplines, hosted various 

guest scholars, and established research 

platforms in Beirut and Tunis (see box be-

low).

The IMES expanded its broad activi-

ties in the field of knowledge transfer and 

political consultation. IMES staff contrib-

uted to politico-economic short analy-

ses (PÖK) and the Crisis Indicator Meas-

urement (KiK) for the Federal Ministry of 

Economic Cooperation and Development 

(BMZ), penned GIGA Focus articles, par-

ticipated in GIGA Forum events in Ham-

burg and GIGA Talks in Berlin. Also, they 

frequently met with diplomats from the 

Federal Foreign Office, parliamentarians, 

and other practitioners. IMES scholars 

also gave more than 100 interviews to 

leading German and international media 

outlets.

Doing Research with Middle Eastern Institutions 

Residential area  
between the American 
University and the 
lighthouse in Beirut
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Research Programme 1 (RP1) carried out 

a number of projects on various sociopo-

litical dynamics in Africa, Asia, Latin Amer-

ica, and the Middle East during 2015. Au-

thoritarian politics was once more a cen-

tral area of our research. The International 

Diffusion and Cooperation of Authoritarian 

Regimes (IDCAR) Network (funding: Leibniz  

Association) continued its work on the inter- 

national dimensions of authoritarian rule 

and convened its second network confer

ence in Austin, Texas, to discuss the ques-

tion of whether ideologies or interests drive  

the cooperation of authoritarian regimes. 

One finding was that authoritarian great 

powers do not pursue an agenda of autoc- 

racy promotion in order to export a specific  

regime type, but rather to bolster strategi-

cally important and like-minded regimes in 

their neighbourhoods. 

Two additional projects contributed to 

research on non-democratic regimes. The 

first, Civil Society Organizations as Supp- 

orters of Authoritarian Rule? A Cross-Re-

gional Comparison (funding: DFG), pre-

sented its initial findings at several confer-

ences and at two dissemination events in 

Hamburg and Berlin. A GIGA Working Pa-

per on Vietnam, a GIGA Focus article, and 

a comprehensive annotated bibliography 

on the subject were also published in  

2015. 

The second, Governance in China 

(funding: BMBF), resulted in the publica

tion of Governance and Adaptation of 

the Chinese Communist Party: A Com-

parative Perspective – a collection of Chi-

nese-language contributions from project 

members and Chinese collaboration part-

ners. 

Another RP1 research focus in 2015 

was political participation and electoral 

politics. The interdisciplinary projects Prior  

Consultation and Conflict Transformation  

in Resource Governance: Bolivia and Peru  

(funding: DSF) and Extracting Justice? 

Exploring the Role of FPIC and Consulta-

tion, and Compensation Related to Socio-

Dr. Mariana Llanos 
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From Venezuela to Nigeria, courts experienced renewed episodes of coer-

cion and encroachment by powerful executives in 2015. Between 2011 and 

2015 the ebb and flow of judicial independence was the subject of analy-

sis of the project Judicial (In)dependence in New Democracies (funding: 

Leibniz Association). Two articles published in 2015 highlighted the existing mechanisms of  

formal and informal political interference: “Informal Interference in the Judiciary in New Democ-

racies” in Democratization (Llanos et al. 2015) and “Institutional Diffusion, Strategic Insurance 

and the Creation of West African Constitutional Courts” in Comparative Politics (Stroh and Heyl 

2015).  www.giga-hamburg.de/en/project/judicial-independence-in-new-democracies

Research Programme 1

environmental Conflicts in Latin America 

(funding: Research Council of Norway) in-

vestigated diverse forms of participation 

amongst local communities affected by 

resource extraction projects. In a work-

shop at the GIGA, distinguished interna-

tional scholars and representatives from  

Latin America, extraction corporations, 

and civil society organisations discussed 

the DSF project findings, which include a 

database of the procedures and results of 

over 200 processes of prior consultation  

and public consultation in Bolivia and 

Peru. 

Since early 2015, the Ethnic Voting in 

Latin America project (funding: DFG) has 

seen RP1 scholars scrutinising voting 

levels amongst different ethnic groups in 

Latin America and attempting to explain  

variance across groups, countries, and 

time. This is a comparative study that uses  

a period of analysis covering 25–30 years 

of free and (relatively) fair elections. The 

Polities beyond Borders project (fund-

ing: DFG) examines the policies migrant-

sending countries adopt to reach out to 

their emigrants. Focusing on Latin Amer-

ica and the Caribbean, this project has 

mapped extant policies and compiled 22 

comprehensive country reports. By cod-

ing these data, RP1 researchers have been  

able to draw up an original emigrant pol- 

icies indicator, which is the basis for cross- 

country comparisons.

RP1 scholars were also involved in 

finishing stages of the cross-disciplinary, 

comparative ANTICORRP project (fund-

ing: EU FP7), which included delivering 

research reports on the nature and im-

pact of EU development assistance to 

selected neighbouring countries and two 

African countries. The reports reveal the 

varying emphasis in the European Union’s  

promotion of good governance and anti-

corruption as well as the limits of its influ-

ence.

As of 2016, RP1 will be known as Ac-

countability and Participation.

The Ebb and Flow of Judicial Independence
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Research Programme 2: 

Violence and Security

The Syrian civil war, which led to millions of 

Syrians fleeing the country, the rise of the 

so-called Islamic State, and the tensions 

in Ukraine were amongst the most severe 

international crises in the year 2015. There 

were glimmers of hope, however, provid-

ed by the rapprochement between Cuba 

and the United States and the successful  

negotiations between the P5+1 group 

(permanent members of the UN Security 

Council and Germany) and Iran over the 

country’s nuclear programme, which led 

to the lifting of international sanctions. 

In their work during 2015, Research 

Programme 2 (RP2) scholars addressed 

these and other issues. For example, they  

looked at state formation processes – par-

ticularly colonial state building – and the suit-

ability of political institutions in managing  

violent conflict. They also conducted field-

work in South Sudan, the Central African 

Republic, and Somalia – all of which are 

characterized by extremely limited state-

hood – and examined security provisions 

in the peripheries of these African coun-

tries. 

Other RP2 researchers provided new 

insights into how consultations and con-

flict transformations shape political and 

social relations in areas with abundant nat- 

ural resources. By comparing the Cases  

of Peru and Bolivia, they found out that   

power asymmetries, a lack of intercultural 

understanding, biased pro-extraction in

formation, weak follow-up mechanisms  

and the resistance of both states to es-

tablish binding compromises with local 

populations have limited the effectiveness 

of indigenous participation. 

RP2 scholars also examined the rela-

tionship between religion and violent con-

flict, which saw them present a new data-

set on religion and conflict in developing 

countries and publish on the rise of the 

Islamic State caliphate. 

They also looked at political Islam in 

the Middle East, which – in several re-

search projects – involved a deeper anal-

Dr. Christian  
von Soest
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The conflict between the West and Russia demonstrates that inter-

national sanctions are a key foreign-policy tool to address undesired 

behaviour. The Ineffective Sanctions? project, led by Christian von 

Soest, investigates domestic responses to external pressure. It finds 

that democratic sanctions (those which aim to strengthen democ-

racy and human rights) are often more successful than previously thought. Yet, sanctions 

strengthen authoritarian rulers who promote strong ideologies and manage to integrate 

external pressure into their legitimation narratives. Project period: 2011–2016. Funding: 

Thyssen Foundation. www.giga-hamburg.de/en/project/ineffective-sanctions

ysis of Salafist groups. Their efforts have 

contributed to a better understanding of 

the escalating but also mitigating function 

religion plays in violent and social con-

flicts. 

RP2 researchers had their results 

published in leading international journals, 

such as the Journal of Peace Research, 

the European Journal of Political Research,  

Conflict Management and Peace Science,  

Political Geography, Asian Journal of 

Peacebuilding, and Political Research 

Quarterly. 

They also shared their findings with 

policy-makers and practitioners through 

various outreach events, regular appear-

ances in leading media outlets, and polit-

ico-economic short analyses (PÖK) and 

the Crisis Indicator Catalogue (KiK), which 

they contribute to on behalf of the Fed-

eral Ministry of Economic Cooperation 

and Development (BMZ). RP2 research-

ers also participated in a conference titled 

“Wars and Wars’ Ending in the Post-2011 

Middle East” in Beirut (see IMES section 

of this report), which explained the in-

creasing outbreak of wars in the region 

in the post–Arab Spring period and how 

further spillover of armed conflict can be 

prevented. 

In terms of leadership, 2015 was a year 

of transition. In May 2015 Christian von 

Soest was appointed head of RP2, tak-

ing over from Matthias Basedau, who had 

successfully led the programme since its 

inception in 2005. 

In line with the overall sharpening of 

the GIGA’s research agenda, the RP2 con- 

solidation process led to the creation of 

three new research teams – namely Iden-

tities, Ideology, and Conflict (spokesper-

son: Annette Ranko), Institutions for Sus-

tainable Peace (spokesperson: Franzisca 

Zanker), and Interventions and Security 

(spokesperson: Sandra Destradi). These 

changes came into effect in 2016 along 

with RP2’s name change to Peace and 

Security.

How Do Targeted Regimes Withstand External Sanctions?

UN Security Council
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Research Programme 3: 

Socio-Economic Development

in the Context of Globalisation

Redistribution and poverty alleviation poli-

cies are not always chosen for reasons of 

equity and efficiency; such choices may also 

be influenced by political motivations. Re-

search Programme 3 (RP3) scholars have 

focused on how politics may distort the 

adoption and implementation of pro-poor  

policies. In addition, they have explored 

whether social policies have any effect on 

citizens’ political behaviour. If such an ef-

fect were to be found, it would explain why 

political leaders use or prefer certain pro-

poor policies. These questions are critical 

for poverty reduction in developing coun-

tries, as the politics behind pro-poor poli-

cies may reduce the effectiveness of such 

policies. 

RP3 researchers have found that dem-

ocratic governments redistribute more than  

autocratic rulers through pro-poor trans-

fers. This is especially important in view  

of previous inconclusive empirical find- 

ings based on the usual proxies of gov-

ernment expenditure, tax revenue, and 

social spending. Comparing social trans-

fer policies in Africa, Asia, Latin America, 

and the Middle East suggests that condi-

tional transfer programmes are more likely 

to be chosen under more democratic re-

gimes. They are rarely shaped by political 

motives, but rather by interests of long-term  

economic development. 

There is some evidence that autocracies 

tend to approve more specific and target-

ed transfer schemes than do democracies. 

This supports the hypothesis that these 

transfers are used to buy off opposition and 

prevent social unrest. Thus, pro-poor poli-

cies may act as a tool to please voters and 

buy public support. There is evidence that 

in addition to increasing support for incum-

bents in elections, conditional cash trans-

fers (e.g. in Mali and Ghana) can lead to a 

decrease in citizens’ non-electoral political 

participation – for example, in demonstra-

tions or in political parties. Furthermore, 

social policy implementation may also be 

affected by political motives. An analysis 

Apl. Prof. Dr. 
Jann Lay
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Independent Chinese entrepreneurs involved in diverse economic 

activities are increasingly flocking to Africa in search of business 

opportunities. RP3 research on traders in Senegal and Ghana de-

constructs the anti-Chinese attitudes prevalent amongst business 

people. The main argument is that allegations of Chinese traders 

encroachment on the two countries’ urban marketplaces are creative means of sense-

making for locals operating in a rapidly changing economic environment. Project period: 

2013–2017. Funding: DFG (Priority Programme 1448: Adaption and Creativity in Africa).

www.giga-hamburg.de/en/project/chinese-and-african-urban-modernities

Research Programme 3

of the distribution of social funds in Kenya 

backs the hypothesis that pro-poor policy 

is not only based on neediness criteria but 

also designed to manipulate voters. This 

research on the political economy of pro-

poor policies is part of the NOPOOR pro-

ject (www.nopoor.eu) (funding: EU).

RP3 has been actively engaged in dis-

cussions on the sustainable development  

goals (SDGs). Decent work for all is a cen- 

tral part of the vision and goals of the 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Develop-

ment adopted by the UN General Assem-

bly in September 2015. The 2030 Agenda 

sets out a universal, comprehensive com-

mitment to achieving sustainable develop-

ment, building on the millennium develop-

ment goals (MDGs). It comprises 17 global 

and ambitious SDGs and 169 associated 

targets, embracing the economic, social, 

and environmental dimensions of sustain-

able development. 

Employment and decent work feature 

prominently in the agenda and are the 

subject of goal eight, which aims to “pro-

mote sustained, inclusive and sustainable 

economic growth, full and productive em-

ployment and decent work for all”. In this 

context RP3 research has contributed  

to the debate by proposing indicators to 

better monitor progress towards employ-

ment-related targets. In particular, RP3 

researchers have stressed the import

ance of adequately reflecting the situation 

of the self-employed in the informal sector, 

which employs the majority of the work-

force in most poorer economies.

On the aforementioned and other im-

portant topics, RP3 researchers published 

numerous articles in renowned period- 

icals such as the Journal of International 

Development, Social & Cultural Geography,  

the Canadian Journal of African Studies, 

Labour Economics, and the International 

Labour Review.

As of January 2016, RP3 will be known 

as Growth and Development in order to 

better reflect its specific thematic focus.

Demystifying Chinese Business Strength in Africa

6th Ministerial  
Meeting of the Forum 
on China-Africa Co-
operation (FOCAC)
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Research Programme 4: 

Power, Norms and Governance

in International Relations

Research Programme 4 (RP4) contin-

ued to investigate the impact of regional 

powers and regionalism on world order 

through its participation in the Contested 

World Orders project, which explores the 

BRICS countries’ politics of contestation 

in international institutions. Preliminary re-

sults indicate that the BRICS group’s role 

as a driver of institutional rules changes with- 

in key international institutions (e.g. UN Se-

curity Council, UN Framework on Climate  

Change, World Trade Organization, and 

World Health Organization) is limited. The 

BRICS countries hold different positions 

on questions of reform, which are mainly 

determined by their distinctive institution-

al positions within international arrange-

ments. New institutions (e.g. the New De- 

velopment Bank) might be seen as at-

tempts to circumvent the limitations of in-

stitutional reforms in Western dominated 

organisations.

The impact of institutional develop-

ments within regional organisations on 

other regional organisations was investi-

gated in two research projects. The first 

results of these projects indicate that the 

European Union exerts a systematic influ-

ence on the institutional design of other 

regional organisations in the world. Those 

regional organisations which interact reg-

ularly with the European Union also devel- 

op more autonomy from their member 

states. Other research has focused on the  

quantity and quality of regional organi-

sations’ military interventions, examining 

whether they increase and are legal ac-

cording to international law. The results 

show that regional organisations have sys- 

tematically increased their activities but 

do not yet challenge the authority of the 

UN Security Council. While the political 

and security roles of regional organisa-

tions have increased, it is unclear whether 

this also holds for the area of economics. 

Here, besides regional organisations, bi-

lateral agreements might undermine mul-

tilateralism.

Prof. Dr.  
Anja Jetschke
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In the first period of the project led by Daniel Flemes, structural, 

behavioural, and domestic foreign-policy drivers were identified 

as decisive variables in the development of different contestation 

types projected by secondary powers. The second project phase 

calls on political psychology to account for variation within single case studies. Why 

does a state choose to follow a rising power for half a decade, then dramatically shift to 

a position of resistance? Can individual preferences of the foreign-policy elite account 

for this variation? Project period: 2010–2018. Funding: Volkswagen Foundation.

www.giga-hamburg.de/en/project/contested-leadership-in-international-relations

Research Programme 4

Several individual projects discussed the 

norms and ideas underpinning regional 

powers’ foreign policies and their implica-

tions for both international relations as a 

discipline and international political theory. 

A new reading group on global internation-

al relations provides the nucleus of a more 

systematic critique of Western centric ap-

proaches. 

Senior members of RP4 regularly met 

with the head of the Federal Foreign Of-

fice (FFO) unit focused on world order 

issues to discuss key future trends in 

world developments, their interactions, 

and how these trends might affect a 

new world order. An important aim of the 

meetings was to develop a new format for 

RP4–FFO interaction that both acknowl-

edges the distinct scientific approach of 

the GIGA – which aims to base gener-

alisations over longer time horizons and 

across countries – and meets FFO de-

mands for distinct policy expertise. Both 

sides emphasised the timeliness and in-

novative character of this innovative ap-

proach.

RP4 hosted a number of excellent guest 

professors in the scope of the Contested 

World Orders project, such as Clifford  

Bob (Duquesne University), Diana Tussie  

(FLACSO Argentina), and Laurence 

Whitehead (Oxford University). It also co- 

organised the Changing Asia Conference 

with its partner institutions IDSA (India),  

CFAU (China), the University of Virginia 

(United States), and the University of Ota-

go (New Zealand). Moreover, RP4 mem-

bers participated at the conferences of 

the International Studies Association, the 

American Political Science Association, 

the European Consortium for Political Re-

search, and the European Studies Asso-

ciation. 

On 1 November 2015 Anja Jetschke 

resigned from her position as head of RP4;  

Patrick Köllner has taken over on an in-

terim basis. As of January 2016, RP4 will 

be known as Power and Ideas.

Contested Leadership, Second Project Phase (2015–2018) 
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Internationalisation

Internationalisation

With two new event series that bring the 

world to Hamburg, and also Research 

Platforms in the regions that are impor-

tant nodes in its global network, the GIGA 

started a fresh chapter of its internationali-

sation in 2015. 

Jagdish Bhagwati gave the inaugural 

talk of the GIGA Distinguished Speaker 

Lecture Series. First Mayor Olaf Scholz 

hosted the event at Hamburg City Hall. 

Padma Desai and Louis Pauly also graced 

the lecture series last year. The inaugural 

GIGA Global Transitions Conference fo-

cused on the theme of "Negotiating the Fu-

ture: Visions of Global Order". This annual 

conference tackles pressing issues of our 

time by assembling internationally leading  

academics and influential practitioners 

from politics and the media. The aim of both  

event series is an impactful transfer of re-

search results, stimulating public debate 

on key global developments, and enhanc-

ing Hamburg’s international reputation as 

an intellectual hub of ideas.

Research on and with the world regions has 

always been a hallmark of the GIGA. Re-

search Platforms in Africa, Asia, Latin Ameri-

ca, and the Middle East now open new ave-

nues for innovative research and the interna-

tionalisation of policy advice. The GIGA used 

the platforms in 2015 to organise events and 

foster the exchange with its counterparts – 

excellent local universities and research insti-

tutions – and other important stakeholders. 

Both sets of these additional activities 

have been made possible by the continu-

ous and generous support of the GIGA’s 

funders. They complement other interna-

tionalisation measures, such as interna-

tional research networks, staff exchange, 

international recruiting and training, open 

access publications, and field-work. To-

gether, these activities and processes aim 

to bring the best and brightest minds to 

advance a truly global, context-sensitive, 

and pluralistic approach to scholarship, 

and conduct research of real-world rele

vance and concrete policy implications. P
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First Mayor of Ham-
burg Olaf Scholz and  
Prof. Jagdish Bhagwati 
at the inaugural edi-
tion of the GIGA 
Distinguished Speaker 
Lecture Series
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The year 2015 was a very successful one 

for the GIGA Doctoral Programme (DP). 

In October, it admitted two new fellows 

(full-time doctoral students) and four new 

associates (part-time doctoral students 

working in research projects), resulting in a  

total of 22 fellows and 25 associates by 

the end of 2015. Twelve doctoral students 

completed their dissertations, three with 

summa cum laude and seven with magna 

cum laude. 

The GIGA graduates received job of-

fers from renowned research institutions  

(such as the University of Brasília, the  

Swedish Institute of International Affairs,  

Durham University, and Leuphana Univer

sity Lüneburg), an outcome which confirms  

the academic quality and professional rel-

evance of the programme’s curriculum.

One of the pillars of the three-year  

structured programme is the comprehen-

sive course plan taught by experts from 

around the world. It consists of methodo

logical and theoretical courses as well as  

soft-skills seminars, workshops, and mas- 

ter classes. In 2015, the DP welcomed well-

known lecturers such as Lauren Wilcox,  

Nigel Fielding, and Derek Beach. They 

taught courses on research designs and 

methods as well as in area and compara-

tive area studies. 

As a full partner in the Marie Curie Ini-

tial Training Network “Power and Region in 

a Multipolar Order” (PRIMO), the DP host- 

ed a week-long workshop on qualitative 

comparative analysis. The DP’s participa-

tion in the PRIMO Network has fostered 

its internationalisation and its cooperation 

with the corporate sector. PRIMO early-

stage researcher and GIGA doctoral stu-

dent Insa Ewert completed an internship 

at Jaguar Land Rover, a private-sector part- 

ner of the PRIMO Network, in late 2015.

The doctoral students are fully inte-

grated into the GIGA’s institutional and re- 

search life. They participate actively in their  

respective regional institutes, research 

programmes, and research teams. The DP  

Doctoral Programme

Dr. Miriam Prys-
Hansen
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provides opportunities for students to 

work closely with experienced researchers  

and to receive close supervision and guid-

ance. This unique research environment  

has attracted a large number of applica-

tions from prospective visiting doctoral  

researchers, five of whom joined the pro

gramme for a period of three to six months. 

GIGA doctoral students are also active 

in peer-to-peer learning and self-adminis-

tration. In 2015, the student body elected  

four new representatives to collaborate 

with the DP’s academic director and co-

ordinator as well as other GIGA bodies.  

The DP focuses all of its efforts and re

sources on supporting its outstanding body  

of international doctoral students, their re- 

search, and their professional development.

www.giga-hamburg.de/dp

Welcome Week
(obligatory)

Two courses at the GIGA 
(obligatory - for credit)

+ Courses at partner universities  
and summer schools 
(optional - for credit)

Courses offered by the partner 
universities and summer schools

Final year - completion and  
submission of thesis
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The GIGA was ranked 7th from 86 Leibniz 

institutes with regard to the implementa-

tion of equal opportunity standards and 

has herewith reached the “outstanding” 

category. We consider this a great motiva-

tor to continue on our path. We aim at a 

comprehensive concept of equal opportu-

nity that applies to all who are part of the 

GIGA and goes beyond gender equality. 

The institute’s resolve to internationalise in-

cludes tackling the challenges this process 

brings and a strong commitment to diver-

sity and transcultural awareness. Being  

an internationally competitive and attrac-

tive employer that is committed to research  

excellence requires us to respect the va-

riety of existing life designs and find indi

vidual solutions with flexibility. Family friend- 

liness therefore cannot remain fixed on 

traditional roles and concepts. A central 

tool to coming close to this ideal con-

cluded with the year 2015, the institute’s 

second Equal Opportunity Plan. This four-

year strategy identifies concrete goals and 

measures to achieve them. After its evalu-

ation it will be renewed with fresh ideas 

and ambitious objectives.

The institute systematically increased 

the share of women among researchers 

and in leadership positions. Following the 

recommendation by the Leibniz Associa-

tion, the GIGA has implemented target 

quotas (to be reached in 2017) for each 

academic pay-scale and leadership level 

to be reached within five years. The recipe 

is made up of successful recruiting and 

personnel development. It is undertaken 

through – amongst others – a supportive 

research infrastructure, an inspiring team 

of colleagues, global networks with oc-

cupation prospects and exchange occa-

sions, agreements to reconcile work and 

family life, and group as well as personal 

and individualised training (see also box). 

The Equal Opportunity Fund makes 

available additional means to finance 

these and other measures. Annual staff 

appraisal talks help in identifying individ-

Equal Opportunity
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ual strengths and plans for development. 

As tenure options are limited in research, 

personnel development is particularly 

important to enhance GIGA members’ 

chances.

To qualify academics in the unique 

GIGA approach to scholarship, the insti-

tute maintains a successful international 

doctoral programme and pursues joint 

junior professorships with partner univer-

sities. Furthermore we regularly offer post-

doctoral researchers a six-year perspec-

tive to advance their academic record. In 

2015 the tenure competition process was 

reformed (effective as of 2016). It increas-

es transparency within institutional career 

paths and promotes a self-determined ca-

reer planning for institutionally and third-

party funded researchers alike. Besides 

building academic expertise, the GIGA 

provides its members with the opportuni-

ty to gain experience with leadership roles 

and other important central functions to 

round off their personal profile. 

Overall, equal opportunity is a way of 

thinking; a constant questioning and rene-

gotiation of what we consider a given when 

it comes to living and working together.  

It has to become a characteristic that per-

meates all areas of collaboration within an 

organisation and lies at the heart of stra-

tegic leadership decisions. With good will 

and a little bit of courage, open-minded 

institutions like the GIGA may even con-

tribute to societal change and rewarding 

work lives by providing examples of how 

to also support less conventional choices. 

Although for most researchers their stay 

at the GIGA will only be of limited time, we 

want to provide a framework that allows 

them to make the most of this opportunity. 

We will try to further decrease structural 

hurdles to help all our members reach 

their full potential.

In previous years, the institute had supported female re-

searchers in participating in the Leibniz Association’s and 

the Robert Bosch Foundation’s mentoring programmes and 

will continue to do so. The GIGA decided to additionally offer  

its own mentoring programme and had a successful trial 

run in 2015. Based on feedback we will develop the idea 

further. So far seven academics and one service department  

professional had regular meetings with mentors selected by the Female Experts Net-

work based at the University of Hamburg. Three GIGA colleagues joined the team of 

mentors to provide advice to women of all ages and walks of life. 

www.expertinnen-beratungsnetz.uni-hamburg.de

Mentoring: A Modular Approach 
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Transfer of Knowledge

As a member institute of the Leibniz Asso-

ciation, the GIGA follows the Leibniz prin-

ciple of “theoria cum praxi.” This makes 

research-based knowledge transfer an in-

tegral part of all GIGA activities. The GIGA 

aims to provide decision-makers and other 

public actors and institutions with informa-

tion on the political, social, and economic 

conditions in Africa, Asia, Latin America, and 

the Middle East as well as on global issues.

By far the biggest and most important 

beneficiary of the GIGA’s policy advice ac- 

tivities continues to be the Federal Foreign  

Office (FFO). As in the past, individual GIGA 

researchers were assigned to the FFO for  

several months to directly contribute to 

the crafting of foreign policy strategies and 

also provided several individual and col-

lective consultations throughout the year.  

Other addressees of the GIGA’s knowl-

edge transfer activities at the federal ex-

ecutive level were the Chancellery and, in  

particular, the Federal Ministry of Economic  

Cooperation and Development (BMZ),  

for which the GIGA produced politico-

economic short analyses (PÖK) and the 

Crisis Indicator Catalogue (KIK).

At the federal legislative level GIGA 

researchers addressed members of the  

Bundestag. During the Leibniz Associ

ation’s annual “Leibniz im Bundestag” 

event, many parliamentarians once again 

sought advice from GIGA researchers. 

The focal point for all GIGA activities in the 

German capital was its Berlin office (see 

pages 48 and 49).

The GIGA also increasingly reached 

out to its international audience. It con-

tinued to publish the international edition 

of the GIGA Focus series, which generally 

serves as a bridge between the GIGA and its 

knowledge-transfer recipients: practition-

ers of politics and public administration,  

civil society groups, the media, and the 

general public. Furthermore, in addition 

to hosting GIGA Forums in Hamburg and 

GIGA Talks in Berlin, the GIGA introduced 

two new innovative formats in 2015: the P
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civil society in building and strengthening  

democracy in Algeria, Mozambique, and 

Vietnam. The aforementioned GIGA Fo-

rums were value-added events in that 

they covered topics which are the sub-

ject of ongoing research by GIGA schol-

ars and thus offered specific insights and 

recommendations. The second October 

GIGA Forum and the one held in July were 

organised in cooperation with renowned 

international scholars. The former exam-

ined authoritarian states’ principles and 

experiences with transition, while the lat-

ter questioned the future of global gov-

ernance and the prospects of a trilateral 

cooperation between Brazil, India, and 

Germany.  

www.giga-hamburg.de/en/giga-forum

The GIGA Forum is a panel discussion for-

mat that enables GIGA scholars to share 

their research results and knowledge with 

the general public. In 2015 the GIGA held 

six events. Some of these were organised 

in response to international developments 

that figured prominently in the Western 

media but lacked proper scientific analysis.  

The GIGA Forum in April, for example, dis- 

cussed the question of whether and to 

what extent jihadist networks such as the 

so-called Islamic State, Boko Haram, and 

al-Qaeda represent a security threat to 

Europe. The GIGA Forum in September 

focused on the political background and 

implications of lifting international sanc-

tions on Cuba and Iran. One of the two 

October discussions addressed the role of 

Transfer of Knowledge

GIGA Forum 

GIGA Distinguished Speaker Lecture Se-

ries, which offers a broad audience the 

chance to meet prominent international 

guests, and the Border Crossers: Foreign 

Correspondents Connecting with Schol-

ars series (see page 12). A large number 

of GIGA researchers also participated in 

Hamburg’s Night of Knowledge. Moreover,  

GIGA researchers gave numerous inter-

views to important media outlets, espe-

cially with regard to events in the Middle 

East (see page 47).

Prof. Abraham F. 
Lowenthal from the 
Brookings Institution 
at the GIGA Forum 
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The GIGA provides comprehensive assess

ments of regions and developments. It prod- 

uces politico-economic brief analyses and 

measures crisis indicators for the Federal  

Ministry for Economic Cooperation and  

Development (BMZ). The politico-economic  

short analyses are independent assess-

ments of individual countries produced by 

Publications and Written Advisory Service

Strategic Analyses
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the GIGA on behalf of the BMZ. These re-

ports cover, among other things, the pow-

er and conflict patterns of a country in a 

concise and evaluative manner. 

During the annual measurement of cri-

sis indicators, researchers seek to iden-

tify indicators for conflict-related develop-

ments in all German partner countries in 

the field of development cooperation. The 

measurement helps the BMZ to improve 

its early detection and prevention of cri-

ses. The measurement of crisis indicators 

is an example of successful cooperation 

between the academic world and politics.

www.giga-hamburg.de/en/strategic-

analyses[

The GIGA has been publishing the GIGA 

Focus series since 2006. Each GIGA Focus  

issue offers a succinct analysis of impor-

tant political, economic, and social devel-

opments. In 2015 a total of 34 German-lan-

guage issues were published in either one 

of the four regional editions (GIGA Focus 

Afrika, Asien, Lateinamerika, or Nahost) or  

GIGA Focus Global. In the GIGA Focus  

International Edition, ten issues were pub-

lished in English. 

The GIGA Focus series underwent a 

profound reform process during 2015, 

both in terms of content and layout; the 

new format was launched in April 2016.

www.giga-hamburg.de/giga-focus
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The insights of GIGA scholars were highly 

sought after by the German media, inter-

national news magazines, and policy-ori-

ented journals in 2015. Our researchers 

provided expert analyses for Tagesschau, 

ZDF heute, Deutschlandfunk, Deutsche 

Welle, Foreign Affairs Online, and Spiegel 

Online of – inter alia – Islamic State, the 

Transfer of Knowledge

GIGA in the Media

Dr. Stephan Rosiny at  
the ZDF Auslands
journal

GIGA Night of Knowledge

"Recalibrating the World" ("Die Neuver

messung der Welt") was the topic of the 

GIGA’s contribution to Hamburg’s Night of 

Knowledge on 7 November. More than 400 

guests attended the various lectures, pan-

el discussions, and guided library tours.  

Some events on the programme attracted  

so many visitors that they hardly fit  

into the event venue. This was particu

larly the case for the presentation on Iran’s, 

Saudi Arabia’s, and Turkey’s current for-

eign policy strategies given by IMES re-

searchers Henner Fürtig, André Bank, and 

Thomas Richter.

www.giga-hamburg.de/en/veranstaltung/

ndw-neuvermessung_der_welt[

refugee crisis, international trade, power  

and powerlessness, and upheavals in 

Guatemala, Iran, Venezuela, and Myanmar. 

GIGA scholars also contributed op-eds  

to Current History, Sueddeutsche Zeitung, 

Tagesspiegel, and Zeit Online, amongst 

others.

In 2015 the GIGA was referred to on 

more than a thousand occasions, con-

firming its role as a reliable partner for 

domestic and foreign journalists and edi-

tors seeking in-depth knowledge about 

sociopolitical and socio-economic devel-

opments throughout Africa, Asia, Latin 

America, and the Middle East.

www.giga-hamburg.de/en/press-review

Full house at the 
GIGA Night 
of Knowledge

https://www.giga-hamburg.de/en/veranstaltung/ndw-neuvermessung_der_welt
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GIGA Berlin Office
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In keeping with the Leibniz Association’s 

motto of theoria cum praxi, the GIGA Berlin  

Office serves as the GIGA’s primary forum 

for knowledge transfer in the German cap-

ital. Located right at Checkpoint Charlie, in 

the heart of Berlin’s central district, it is the 

key hub of GIGA outreach to government 

institutions and Parliament, Berlin-based 

NGOs, the media, and the city’s academic 

community. 

In 2015 the GIGA’s Berlin staff par-

ticipated in about 100 consultations and 

talks with representatives from govern-

mental and non-governmental institutions.  

Together with their Hamburg-based col-

leagues, they also took part in events joint- 

ly organised by the GIGA and the Federal  

Foreign Office. The GIGA Berlin Office 

regularly invites decision-makers and civil  

society actors to its GIGA Talks series, 

which is used to present GIGA research 

findings and discuss their practical impli-

cations (see list on the next page). Apart 

from the GIGA Talks, the following events 

(panel discussions and conferences) were 

held in the GIGA Berlin Office:

 

Brazil: Back to Inequality and Poverty? 

 Africa: On the Rise or on the Slide?

Green Inclusive Economic Transformation 

in Sub-Saharan Africa: Wishful Thinking or 

Feasible Pathway? 

 China and India: Common Challenges and 

Common Strategies of Asia’s Rising Powers 

 With or Without Sanctions? No democ-

racy in Zimbabwe 

 

 Fighting Boko Haram - War Crimes and 

the Nigerian Military 

 Haiti Five Years after the Earthquake

Latin American Economy: Between Inno-

vation and Stagnation

Prof. Dr.  
Bert Hoffmann
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GIGA Talks in 2015

The Crises in the Refugees’ Countries of 

Origin: Syria and Eritrea

What about the Islamists? Assessing the 

Consequences of Political Exclusion after 

the Arab Spring 

  Civil Society Organisations as Supporters 

Speakers at the 
GIGA Talk “Civil 
Society Organisa-
tions as Supporters of 
Authoritarian Rule? 
A Cross-Regional 
Comparison"

As Europe became immersed in the refu-

gee crisis, a GIGA Talk titled "The Crises of  

Countries of Origin: What is the Future for  

Syria and Eritrea?" examined the effect this  

crisis was having in the refugees’ coun- 

tries of origin. 

André Bank and Nicole Hirt – who 

have a wealth of experience on the Middle  

East and Africa, respectively – highlighted  

the origins of the refugee crisis and out-

lined the perspectives for future develop-

ment in the cases of Syria and Eritrea. 

The ensuing debate highlighted the dif-

ferences between the respective refugee  

movements experienced by these two 

countries: in Syria millions have been dis- 

placed as a result of a multiparty civil 

war, whereas in Eritrea the government’s 

forced recruitment into the militarised "na-

tional service" is driving the young out of 

the country. It also raised questions about 

what the German government and NGOs 

could and should do to improve those 

countries’ human rights situations. 

of Authoritarian Rule? A Cross-Regional 

Comparison

Cooperation and Competition in the Asia-

Pacific: The Role of Japan 

Nigeria’s 2015 Elections: Limiting the Vio-

lence 

GIGA Talk: The Crises of Countries of Origin
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The GIGA Information Centre (IZ) is a spe-

cialist library that focuses on area and 

comparative area studies. It collects and 

makes available literature pertaining to the 

GIGA’s research regions, overarching top-

ics of investigation, and international poli-

tics, social science theory, and methodol-

ogy. The IZ provides GIGA scholars with 

both information-related services and sup-

port in all stages of the research process. 

Its significance stems from the literature it 

houses and from its prominence within the 

larger framework of research information 

in Germany. The inventory of the IZ is also 

available for use by external researchers, 

students, and the general public. 

The IZ acquired 1,794 new titles in 2015, 

bringing the total number of items in its col- 

lection to 187,862. Additionally, with 3,721  

new electronic full texts, the IZ offers more  

than 58,200 open access documents.

Networking plays an important role 

in the work of the IZ. Accordingly, the IZ 

contributes to the international relations 

and area studies section of the German 

Information Network (FIV). Within the frame- 

work of the FIV’s World Affairs Online 

(WAO) database, 12 German research insti- 

tutes collect bibliographic social sci-

ence data that cover global and re-

gional developments, foreign and se-

curity policy, and social trends. In 2015 

the IZ contributed 5,718 new records to 

the WAO (26 per cent of all new entries). 

The data are accessible through the 

IZ online public access catalogue (OPAC) 

and, inter alia, the International Relations 

and Area Studies Gateway (IREON), the 

Southwest German Library Network, and 

EBSCO Discovery Systems. The OPAC in-

cludes all the resources available at the IZ: 

books, journals, e-resources, CDs, and 

DVDs. About 18,600 visitors accessed 

the OPAC in 26,800 sessions in 2015. 

The IZ also takes part in the Electron-

ic Journals Library (EZB) and includes its 

print journals in the German Union Cata-

logue of Serials (ZDB). Information on bib-

GIGA Information Centre
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liographical and full-text databases such 

as encyclopaedias, dictionaries, and fact 

databases are included in the Database 

Information System (DBIS). 

The IZ’s digital offerings are comple-

mented by its contributions to the re-

gional virtual libraries cibera, CrossAsia,  

MENALIB, and ilissAfrica. Serving as one- 

stop resource centres for the study of spe-

cific regions, these portals offer integrated  

access to relevant conventional and digital 

information resources. Large databases  

with links to websites relevant to studies on 

Africa, Asia, Latin America, or the Middle  

East supplement these libraries’ services. 

The IZ also prepares lists of new acqui-

sitions, reading lists, and bibliographies 

on current topics; these are available on-

line and were downloaded about 268,000 

times in 2015. The renowned journal 

Politics in Africa, Asia and Latin America 

("Verfassung und Recht in Übersee") pub-

lishes one bibliography compiled by the IZ 

in each issue.

As part of its open access services, the 

IZ indexed and deposited all GIGA Focus  

issues and 35 peer-reviewed articles by 

GIGA researchers in the Social Science 

Open Access Repository (SSOAR). This 

not only ensured long-term preservation,  

it contributed to the dissemination of GIGA  

research findings and increased the GIGA’s  

worldwide visibility. GIGA Focus articles  

were downloaded more than 31,700 times  

from SSOAR; the deposited articles, 3,600  

times. Through SSOAR, full texts are also 

available in LeibnizOpen, which offers cen- 

tral access to openly available digital pub-

lications authored by Leibniz Association 

researchers.

www.giga-hamburg.de/en/ic

The IZ’s open access activities received a positive review in 

the GIGA’s evaluation report. IZ head Jan Lüth gave a lecture 

on the IZ’s open access activities at an open access work-

shop for multipliers from the Leibniz Association. Given the 

increasing number of new tasks taken on by the IZ and the 

changing environment, there has been an intensification of training. In 2015 IZ staff 

members received training on a wide spectrum of topics, such as social media, docu-

ment repositories, archiving and describing digital documents, managing electronic 

resources, and English for librarians. 

Disseminating and Acquiring Knowledge

GIGA Information Centre
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Third Party–Funded Projects

Research Programme 1: Legitimacy and Efficiency of  

Political Systems 

Anti-Corruption Policies Revisited: Global Trends and European Responses to the 

Challenge of Corruption (ANTICORRP) (Lead: University of Gothenburg) (Christian 

von Soest, Thomas Richter, Detlef Nolte)	

EC (FP 7) 2012–2017

Civil Society Organizations as Supporters of Authoritarian Rule? A Cross-Regional 

Comparison (Vietnam, Algeria, Mozambique) (Patrick Köllner, Jörg Wischermann, 

Bettina Bunk, Jasmin Lorch)

DFG, 2013–2016

desiguALdades.net – Migration and Unequal Citizenship (Bert Hoffmann, Henio Hoyo)

BMBF, 2014–2016

Ethnic Voting in Latin America (Detlef Nolte, Aline-Sophia Hirseland, Almut Schilling-

Vacaflor, Oliver Strijbis, Siri Völker)

DFG, 2015–2018

Empowerment or Alienation? Descriptive Representation and Ethnic Relations in 

Bolivia  (Anaïd Flesken) 	

Fritz Thyssen Foundation, 2014–2015

Ideological Change and Regime Legitimacy in China (Heike Holbig, Maria Bondes, 

Sandra Heep)	

BMBF, 2010–2016

International Diffusion and Cooperation of Authoritarian Regimes (André Bank, Ju-

lia Grauvogel, Bert Hoffmann, Maria Josua, Thomas Richter, Christian von Soest, 

Georg Strüver)

Leibniz Competition, 2014–2017



55Third Party–Funded Projects

Judicial (In)dependence in New Democracies: Courts, Presidents and Legislatures 

in Latin America and Sub-Saharan Africa (Mariana Llanos, Charlotte Heyl, Alexan-

der Stroh, Cordula Tibi Weber)

Leibniz Competition, 2011–2016

Political Regimes, Reduction of Poverty and Inequality (part of NOPOOR) (Lead: 

Institut de Recherche pour le Développement [IRD], France) (Marina Dodlova, 

Anna Giolbas, Jann Lay)	

EC (FP 7), 2012–2017

Polities beyond Borders: The New Dynamics of Emigrant Politics and Policies in 

Latin America (Bert Hoffmann, Luicy Pedroza, Pau Palop)

DFG, 2014–2016

The Institutional Presidency in Latin America (Mariana Llanos, Carolina Guerrero, 

Anne Marie Hoffmann, Detlef Nolte, Cordula Tibi Weber)	

DAAD (PROBRAL), 2014–2016
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Research Programme 2: Violence and Security

A Dangerous Liaison? Ethnicity, Natural Resources and Civil Conflict Onset (Matthias  

Basedau, Carlo Koos, Annegret Kuhn, Jan Pierskalla)	

DFG, 2012–2016

Against All Odds – Youth in Post-War Societies (Sabine Kurtenbach, Christoph 

Heuser, Martin Ostermeier, Janina Pawelz, Isabel Rosales)	

BMZ, 2013–2016

Explaining Reluctance in International Politics: Rising Powers and Crisis Manage-

ment (Sandra Destradi)	

Jean Monnet Fellowship, 2014–2017

Extracting Justice? Exploring the Role of FPIC and Consultation, and Compensa-

tion Related to Socio-Environmental Conflicts in Latin America (Lead: Noragric, 

University of Stockholm) (Almut Schilling-Vacaflor, Miguel Vargas Delgado)	

Norwegian Research Council, 2014–2017

From Civil War to Social Contract – State Services, Political Trust, and Political 

Violence (Alexander de Juan, Carlo Koos) 	

BMZ, Kfw, 2014–2016

From Quietism to Politics: The Egyptian Salafist Movement from 1970 to 2012 

(Henner Fürtig, Justyna Nedza, Annette Ranko, Nikolai Röhl) 	

DFG, 2014–2017

Governing People’s Safety in Areas of Extremely Limited Statehood: South Sudan 

and the Central African Republic (Andreas Mehler, Tim Glawion, Lotje de Vries)

DFG (CRC 700), 2014–2017

Ineffective Sanctions? External Sanctions and the Persistence of Autocratic Re-

gimes (Christian von Soest, Matthias Basedau, Julia Grauvogel)	

Fritz Thyssen Foundation, 2011–2016
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Institutions for Sustainable Peace: Comparing Institutional Options for Divided So-

cieties and Post-Conflict Countries (Nadine Ansorg, Matthias Basedau, Felix Haaß, 

Sabine Kurtenbach, Andreas Mehler, Julia Strasheim) 	

Leibniz Competition, 2012–2016

Inter-Elite Trust and the Fragility of Transitions: A Comparison between the Party 

Elites of Tunisia and Egypt (Annette Ranko, Mazen Hassan)	

DAAD, 2014–2016

Power-Sharing in Multi-Ethnic Societies of the Middle East (Henner Fürtig, Stephan 

Rosiny)

Volkswagen Foundation, 2012–2016

Power-Sharing in Post-Conflict Situations: On the Institutional Prerequisites for 

Lasting Peace (Andreas Mehler, Martin Ottmann, Johannes Vüllers)	

DFG, 2012–2015

Prior Consultation and Conflict Transformation in Resource Governance: Bolivia 

and Peru (Almut Schilling-Vacaflor, Ricarda Flemmer, Anna Hujber)	

DSF, BMZ, 2012–2015

Religion and Conflict: On the Ambivalence of Religious Factors in Africa, Asia, 

Latin America and the Middle East (Matthias Basedau, Georg Strüver, Johannes 

Vüllers)	

DSF, BMZ, 2008–2018

Secondary Theatres of War: The Syrian War in Jordan (André Bank, Yazan Doughan)

DSF, 2015–2017

The Influence of Religion on Sustainable Development (Matthias Basedau, Simone 

Gobien, Sebastian Prediger)	

BMZ, 2015–2017

The Local Arenas of Power-Sharing: Patterns of Adaptation or Continued Disorder? 

(Andreas Mehler, Charlotte Heyl, Franzisca Zanker)	

DFG (PP 1448), 2011–2016
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The Territorial Dynamics of Colonial State-Building (Alexander de Juan, Jan  

Pierskalla)	

Gerda Henkel Foundation, 2014–2016

War Economies and Postwar Crime (Sabine Kurtenbach, Christoph Heuser, Annegret  

Mähler, Angelika Rettberg)	

Alexander von Humboldt Foundation, 2015–2016

War That Produces Peace? Military Victory and Sustainable Peacebuilding (Giulia 

Piccolino)

Alexander von Humboldt Foundation, 2014–2016
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Research Programme 3: Socio-Economic Development in 

the Context of Globalisation

Analysis of China’s Science and Technology Programmes and Strategies (Margot 

Schüller, Yun Schüler-Zhou)

BMBF, 2015–2016

Climate Change Mitigation and Poverty Reduction (CliMiP) – Trade-Offs or Win-

Win Situations? (Jann Lay, Miriam Prys, Sebastian Renner)	

Volkswagen Foundation, 2013–2016

Evaluating Education Policies (Miquel Pellicer)	

EC (FP 7), Economic Research Forum, 2012–2017

Gender Norms, Labour Supply and Poverty Reduction in Comparative Context: 

Evidence from Rural India and Bangladesh (Daniel Neff)	

ESCR–DFID, 2014–2016

Globalisation of Chinese Companies (Margot Schüller, Yun Schüler-Zhou)	

BMBF, 2012–2015

Landscape-Level Assessment of Ecological and Socio-Economic Functions of 

Rainforest Transformation Systems in Sumatra (Indonesia) (Jann Lay, Elisabeth 

Hettig)	

DFG (CRC 990), 2012–2015

Large-Scale Land Acquisitions: Data, Patterns, Impacts, and Policies (Jann Lay, 

Christof Althoff, Kerstin Nolte, Martin Ostermeier)	

BMZ, GIZ, EC, 2013–2017

Long-Term Land Use, Poverty Dynamics and Emission Trade-Offs (Jann Lay,  

Katharina Trapp)	

DFG (CRC 990) 2012–2015

Third Party–Funded Projects
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Micro- and Small Enterprises in Developing Countries: Opportunities and Constraints 

(Lena Giesbert, Jann Lay, Sarah Linde, Martin Ostermeier, Sebastian Prediger)	

BMZ, 2013–2015

Poverty and Inequality Dynamics and the Role of Social Policies (part of NOPOOR) 

(Lead: IRD/France) (Lena Giesbert, Jann Lay, Daniel Neff, Miquel Pellicer) 	

EC (FP 7), 2012–2015

Risk, Investment and Poverty: Dynamics of Micro and Small Firms in Developing 

Countries (Jann Lay, Lena Giesbert, Tabea Lakemann, Sebastian Prediger)	

Lower Saxony Ministry for Science and Culture, 2015–2018

Socio-Economic Transitions (Erich Gundlach)	

Claussen-Simon Foundation, 2011–2015

The Productivity Effects of Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) of North–South and 

South–South Firms: The Case of Sub-Saharan Africa (Birte Pfeiffer)	

DFG, 2012–2016

West African Traders as Translators between Chinese and African Urban Modernities  

(Karsten Giese, Laurence Marfaing, Alena Thiel, Jessica Wilczak)	

DFG (PP 1448) 2013–2017
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Research Programme 4: Power, Norms and Governance in 

International Relations

Colombia in the Face of Brazilian Power Projection (Daniel Flemes, Klaus Bodemer, 

Mariana Carpes, Jorge Garzón, Detlef Nolte)

DAAD (PROCOL), 2015–2016

Contested Leadership in International Relations: Power Politics in South America, 

South Asia and Sub-Saharan Africa (Daniel Flemes, Hannes Ebert)	

Volkswagen Foundation (Schumpeter Fellowship), 2010–2018

Contested World Orders (Lead: WZB) (Detlef Nolte, Anja Jetschke, Miriam Prys-

Hansen, Kristina Hahn)

Leibniz Competition, 2012–2016

Control of Infections: Perception of Risks and Political Agenda for Providing a 

Public Good (Wolfgang Hein, Julian Eckl, Anne Paschke) 	

Leibniz Research Alliance “Infections 21”, 2015–2019

Diffusing the EU Model? The European Union’s Influence on Global Regionalism 

(Tobias Lenz)

Daimler and Benz Foundation, 2015–2017

Leaders or “Guides” of Public Opinion? The Media Role of Chinese Foreign Policy 

Experts (Pascal Abb)	

Taiwan Fellowship 2015, 2015–2016

Regional Powers Network (Miriam Prys-Hansen et al.)	

Leibniz Competition, 2008–2010; GIGA, Fritz Thyssen Foundation, 2008–2016

Regional Security Governance for Afghanistan (Sandra Destradi)	

DFG (International collaboration), 2013–2015

Third Party–Funded Projects
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Peer-Reviewed Journal Articles

Abb, Pascal and Patrick Köllner

Foreign Policy Think Tanks in China and Japan: Characteristics, Current Profile, and the 

Case of Collective Self-Defense, in: International Journal (online first, 26.06.2015 )

Abb, Pascal and Georg Strüver

Regional Linkages and Global Policy Alignment: The Case of China–Southeast Asia Re-

lations, in: Issues & Studies

Ahmad, Ishtiaq and Hannes Ebert

Breaking the Equilibrium? New Leaders and Old Structures in the India–Pakistan Rivalry, 

in: Asian Affairs: An American Review

Basabe, Santiago

Informal Institutions and Judicial Independence in Paraguay, 1954–2011, in: Law & Policy

Basedau, Matthias, Jonathan Fox, Jan Pierskalla, Georg Strüver, and Johannes 

Vüllers

Does Discrimination Breed Grievances – And Do Grievances Breed Violence? New Evi-

dence from an Analysis of Religious Minorities in Developing Countries, in: Conflict Man-

agement and Peace Science (online first, 21.07.2015)

Basedau, Matthias and Carlo Koos 

When Do Religious Leaders Support Faith-Based Violence? Evidence from a Survey Poll 

in South Sudan, in: Political Research Quarterly

Borszik, Oliver

International Sanctions against Iran and Tehran’s Responses: Political Effects on the Tar-

geted Regime, in: Contemporary Politics (online first, 12.12.2015)

Comini, Nicolás

El origen del Consejo de Defensa Suramericano. Modelos en pugna desde una perspec-

tiva argentina, in: Revista de Estudios en Seguridad Internacional

Publications
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De Juan, Alexander

Long-Term Environmental Change and Geographical Patterns of Violence in Darfur, 

2003–2005, in: Political Geography

De Juan, Alexander

Extraction and Violent Resistance in the Early Phases of State Building: Quantitative 

Evidence from the “Maji Maji” Rebellion, 1905–1907, in: Comparative Political Studies 

(online first, 09.12.2015)

De Juan, Alexander and André Bank

The Ba’athist Blackout? Selective Goods Provision and Political Violence in the Syrian 

Civil War, in: Journal of Peace Research

De Juan, Alexander, Jan Pierskalla, and Johannes Vüllers

The Pacifying Effects of Local Religious Institutions: An Analysis of Communal Violence in 

Indonesia, in: Political Research Quarterly

Destradi, Sandra

Difficulties of Regional Cooperation for Afghanistan: An Alternative Interpretation, in: 

Strategic Analysis

Destradi, Sandra and Cord Jakobeit

Global Governance Debates and Dilemmas: Emerging Powers’ Perspectives and Roles 

in Global Trade and Climate Governance, in: Strategic Analysis

Flemes, Daniel and Rafael Castro

Institutional Contestation: Colombia in the Pacific Alliance, in: Bulletin of Latin American 

Research (online first, 26.11.2015)

Flemes, Daniel and Steven E. Lobell

Contested Leadership in International Relations, in: International Politics

Flemes, Daniel and Leslie Wehner

Drivers of Strategic Contestation: The Case of South America, in: International Politics 

Publications
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Flemmer, Riccarda and Almut Schilling-Vacaflor

Unfulfilled Promises of the Consultation Approach: the Limitations to Effective Indig-

enous Participation in Bolivia’s and Peru’s Extractive Industries, in: Third World Quarterly 

(online first, 09.12.2015)

Giesbert, Lena and Susan Steiner

Client Perceptions of the Value of Microinsurance: Evidence from Southern Ghana, in: 

Journal of International Development

Giese, Karsten and Alena Thiel

Chinese Factor in the Space, Place and Agency of Female Head Porters in Urban Ghana, 

in: Social and Cultural Geography

Grauvogel, Julia

Regional Sanctions against Burundi: the Regime’s Argumentative Self-Entrapment, in: 

Journal of Modern African Studies

Gundlach, Erich and Jan Ditzen

A Monte Carlo Study of the BE Estimator for Growth Regressions, in: Empirical Economics  

(online first, 29.07.2015)

Gundlach, Erich and Rasmus Thönnessen

A Note on Human Capital Externalities, Factor Substitution, and Technology Differences, 

in: Economics Bulletin

Hebel, Kai and Tobias Lenz

The Identity/Policy Nexus in European Foreign Policy, in: Journal of European Public 

Policy (online first, 10.06.2015)

Hein, Wolfgang

Business and Transnational Norm-Building in Post-Westphalian Global Politics, in: Inter-

national Journal of Business Governance and Ethics

Hohberg, Maike and Jann Lay

The Impact of Minimum Wages on Informal and Formal Labor Market Outcomes: Evi-

dence from Indonesia, in: IZA Journal of Labor & Development (online first, 10.09.2015)
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Inácio, Magna and Mariana Llanos

The Institutional Presidency from a Comparative Perspective: Argentina and Brazil since 

the 1980s, in: Brazilian Political Science Review

Köllner, Patrick

Neuseeland unter dem Mischwahlsystem deutscher Prägung: Eine Bilanz zu Aspekten 

des Parteiensystems, der Regierungsbildung und der parlamentarischen Repräsentation,  

in: Zeitschrift für Parlamentsfragen

Koos, Carlo and Jan Pierskalla

The Effects of Oil Production and Ethnic Representation on Violent Conflict in Nigeria: A 

Mixed-Method Approach, in: Terrorism and Political Violence (online first, 20.01.2015)

Kurtenbach, Sabine and Janina Pawelz

Voting is Not Enough: Youth and Political Citizenship in Post-War Societies, in: Peace-

building

Llanos, Mariana, Cordula Tibi Weber, Charlotte Heyl, and Alexander Stroh

Informal Interference in the Judiciary in New Democracies: A Comparison of Six African 

and Latin American Cases, in: Democratization (online first, 21.09.2015)

Marfaing, Laurence

Importations de marchandises chinoises et mobilité sous-régionale en Afrique de l’Ouest, 

in: Cahiers d’études africaines

Marfaing, Laurence and Alena Thiel

Networks, Spheres of Influence and the Mediation of Opportunity: The Case of West Af-

rican Trade Agents in China, in: Journal of Panafrican Studies

Marfaing, Laurence and Alena Thiel

Demystifying Chinese Business Strength in Urban Senegal and Ghana: Structural 

Change and the Performativity of Rumours, in: Canadian Journal of African Studies

Mijares, Victor

Realismo Neoclásico: ¿El retorno de los Estudios Internacionales a la Ciencia Política?, 

in: Revista de Ciencia Política

Publications



66 GIGA Annual Report 2015

Narlikar, Amrita

The Power of the Powerless, in: Foreign Affairs (online first, 12.03.2015)

Narlikar, Amrita

The Power Paradox, in: Current History

Noesselt, Nele

China’s Foreign Strategy After the 18th Party Congress: Business as Usual?, in: Journal 

of Chinese Political Science

Noesselt, Nele

Relegitimizing the Chinese Party-State: “Old” Sources of Modern Chinese Party Power, 

in: Asiatische Studien – Études Asiatiques

Noesselt, Nele

Revisiting the Debate on Constructing a Theory of International Relations with Chinese 

Characteristics, in: The China Quarterly

Nolte, Kerstin and Susanne Johanna Väth

Interplay of Land Governance and Large-Scale Agricultural Investment: Evidence from 

Ghana and Kenya, in: Journal of Modern African Studies

Ostermeier, Martin, Sarah Linde, Jann Lay, and Sebastian Prediger

SMARTer Indicators for Decent Work in a Post-2015 Development Agenda: Discussion 

and a Proposal, in: International Labour Review (online first, 24.11.2015)

Ottmann, Martin

Rebel Constituencies and Rebel Violence against Civilians in Civil Conflict, in: Conflict 

Management and Peace Science (online first, 10.03.2015)

Pawelz, Janina

Security, Violence, and Outlawed Martial Arts Groups in Timor-Leste, in: Asian Journal 

of Peacebuilding

Pellicer, Miquel and Eva Wegner

The Justice and Development Party in Moroccan Local Politics, in: Middle East Journal
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Piccolino, Giulia

Does Democratization Foster Effective Taxation? Evidence from Benin, in: Journal of 

Modern African Studies

Piccolino, Giulia

Making Democracy Legible? The Politics of Voter Registration and the Experience of the 

Permanent Electronic Electoral List (LEPI) in Benin, in: Development and Change

Plagemann, Johannes and Sandra Destradi

Soft Sovereignty, Rising Powers and Subnational Foreign Policy-Making: The Case of 

India, in: Globalizations

Prys-Hansen, Miriam and Benedikt Franz

Change and Stasis: The Institutionalisation of Developing Country Mitigation in the Inter-

national Climate Regime, in: Diplomacy & Statecraft (online first, 14.02.2015)

Prys-Hansen, Miriam and Thorsten Wojczewski

Rising Powers, NGOs and North–South Relations in Global Climate Governance: The 

Case of Climate Finance, in: Politikon: South African Journal of Political Studies

Ranko, Annette and Justyna Nedza

Crossing the Ideological Divide? Egypt’s Salafists and the Muslim Brotherhood after the 

Arab Spring, in: Studies in Conflict and Terrorism (online first, 11.12.2015)

Rosiny, Stephan

A Quarter Century of “Transitory Power Sharing”. Lebanon’s Unfulfilled Ta’if Accord of 

1989 Revisited, in: Civil Wars

Rosiny, Stephan

The Rise and Demise of the IS Caliphate, in: Middle East Policy

Schilling-Vacaflor, Almut and Riccarda Flemmer

Conflict Transformation through Prior Consultation?, in: Journal of Latin American Studies

Publications
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Schucher, Günter

Verfälschte PISA-Ergebnisse? Zur Bildungsbenachteiligung von Migrantenkindern in 

Shanghai, in: ASIEN: The German Journal On Contemporary Asia

Schucher, Günter

The Fear of Failure. Youth Employment Problems in China, in: Icon: International Journal 

of Constitutional Law (online first, 21.10.2015)

Soest, Christian von

Democracy Prevention: The International Collaboration of Authoritarian Regimes, in:  

European Journal of Political Research

Stroh, Alexander and Charlotte Heyl

Institutional Diffusion, Strategic Insurance and the Creation of West African Constitu-

tional Courts, in: Comparative Politics

Thiel, Alena and Karsten Giese

The Silent Majority – The Psychological Contract in Chinese–Ghanaian Labor Relations, 

in: International Journal of Human Resource Management

Ufen, Andreas

Laissez-Faire versus Strict Control of Political Finance: Hegemonic Parties and Develop-

mental States in Malaysia and Singapore, in: Critical Asian Studies

Vüllers, Johannes, Birte Pfeiffer, and Matthias Basedau

Measuring the Ambivalence of Religion: Introducing the Religion and Conflict in Develop-

ing Countries (RCDC) Dataset, in: International Interactions

Vüllers, Johannes and Sandra Destradi

Gewaltfreie Widerstandsbewegungen und ihre Erfolgsbedingungen, in: Zeitschrift für 

Friedens- und Konfliktforschung

Wegenast, Tim

Oil, Natural Gas and Intrastate Conflict: Does Ownership Matter?, in: International Inter-

actions (online first, 21.09.2015)
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GIGA Working Papers 

www.giga-hamburg.de/en/publications/working-papers

280 // Abbas Busafwan and Stephan Rosiny

Power-Sharing in Bahrain: A Still-Absent Debate

279 // Rustum Mahmoud and Stephan Rosiny

Opposition Visions for Preserving Syria’s Ethnic-Sectarian Mosaic 

278 // Miguel Rodriguez Lopez, Daniele Vieira do Nascimento, Daniela Garcia  

Sanchez, and Martha Bolivar Lobato

Disabling the Steering Wheel? National and International Actors’ Climate Change Mitiga-

tion Strategies in Latin America

277 // Christian von Soest and Julia Grauvogel

How Do Non-Democratic Regimes Claim Legitimacy? Comparative Insights from Post-

Soviet Countries

276 // Jörg Wischermann, Bui The Cuong, Nguyen Quang Vinh, Dang Thi Viet Phu-

ong, and Nguyen Thi Minh Chau

Under the State’s Thumb: Results from an Empirical Survey of Civic Organizations in Vietnam

275 // Carlo Koos

What Do We Know About Sexual Violence in Armed Conflicts? Recent Empirical Pro-

gress and Remaining Gaps in Peace and Conflict Research

274 // André Bank and Mirjam Edel

Authoritarian Regime Learning: Comparative Insights from the Arab Uprisings

273 // Marina Dodlova and Anna Giolbas

Regime Type, Inequality, and Redistributive Transfers in Developing Countries

272 // Michael Wahman and Matthias Basedau

Electoral Rentierism? The Cross-National and Subnational Effect of Oil on Electoral 

Competitiveness in Multiparty Autocracies

Publications
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271 // Alexander De Juan

State Extraction and Anti-Colonial Rebellion – Quantitative Evidence from the Former 

German East Africa

270 // Michael Wahman

Nationalized Incumbents and Regional Challengers: Opposition- and Incumbent-Party 

Nationalization in Africa

269 // Luis Leandro Schenoni

The Brazilian Rise and the Elusive South American Balance

268 // Pascal Abb and Georg Strüver

Regional Linkages and Global Policy Alignment: The Case of China–Southeast Asia Re-

lations

267 // Heike Holbig

The Plasticity of Regions: A Social Sciences–Cultural Studies Dialogue on Asia-Related 

Area Studies

266 // Martin Ostermeier, Sarah Linde, Jann Lay, and Sebastian Prediger

SMARTer Indicators for Decent Work in a Post-2015 Development Agenda: A Discus-

sion and a Proposal

265 // Dawisson Belém Lopes

Polyarchies, Competitive Oligarchies, or Inclusive Hegemonies? 23 Global Intergovern-

mental Organizations Compared

264 // Jorge Garzón

Multipolarity and the Future of Regionalism: Latin America and Beyond
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GIGA Focus Global

www.giga-hamburg.de/en/publications/giga-focus/global

8 // Birte Pfeiffer

“Upgrading” in Wertschöpfungsketten – Global und Regional?

7 // Margot Schüller and Tam Nguyen

Vision einer maritimen Seidenstraße: China und Südostasien

6 // Jörg Wischermann, Bettina Bunk, Patrick Köllner, and Jasmin Lorch

Zivilgesellschaftliche Organisationen in Autokratien: Akteure des Wandels?

5 // Miriam Prys-Hansen, Malte Lellmann, and Milan Röseler

Die Bedeutung der Klimafinanzierung für den Pariser Klimagipfel 2015

4 // Miriam Prys-Hansen and Benedikt Franz

Von Addis Abeba nach Paris: Das Super-Gipfeljahr zur Nachhaltigkeit 2015

3 // Katja Drinhausen and Günter Schucher

Zivilgesellschaft unter Druck: Globaler Widerstand gegen Demokratie wächst

2 // Robert Kappel and Helmut Reisen

Die Neuvermessung der Welt und die deutsche Außenpolitik

1 // Joachim Betz and Babette Never

Kollektive Selbstblockade? Weshalb der Pariser Klimagipfel scheitert

Publications
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GIGA Focus Afrika

www.giga-hamburg.de/en/publications/giga-focus/africa

8 // Henning Melber

Namibia unter Präsident Geingob – Eine erste Bilanz

7 // Melike Döver and Robert Kappel

Hürden für die Industrialisierung in Afrika

6 // Julia Grauvogel and Claudia Simons

Die Krise in Burundi: Scheitert Arusha?

5 // Matthias Basedau and Nina Mappes

Kriegskontinent Afrika? Ein Klischee auf dem Prüfstand

4 // Andreas Mehler and Marcus Seuser

Meinungsfreiheit in Afrika unter Druck

3 // Robert Kappel

Ausweitung der Kampfzone: Boko Haram und die Krise in Nigeria

2 // Julia Grauvogel and Christian von Soest

Die verfehlte Sanktionspolitik des Westens gegen Simbabwe

1 // Sören Scholvin, Ana Cristina Alves, and Stefan Andreasson

Das Wettrennen um die Energieressourcen in Subsahara-Afrika
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GIGA Focus Asien

www.giga-hamburg.de/en/publications/giga-focus/asia

8 // Margot Schüller and Yun Schüler-Zhou

Chinas Seidenstraßen-Initiative trifft auf transeuropäische Infrastrukturpolitik

7 // Anna Giolbas, Simone Gobien, and Sarah Linde

Internationales Engagement zeigt Erfolge: Verbesserung der Arbeitsbedingungen in Kam- 

bodschas Textilsektor

6 // Andreas Ufen

Parteienfinanzierung und politische Korruption in Südostasien

5 // Yun Schüler-Zhou

Chinesische Investoren entdecken die Vielfalt Europas

4 // Nele Noesselt

Russland und die Ukraine-Krise: Härtetest für Chinas Außenpolitik?

3 // Joachim Betz, Daniel Neff, and Johannes Plagemann

Indien unter Premierminister Modi: Wandel mit Hindernissen

2 // Janina Pawelz

Der Rückzug von Premierminister Gusmão: Politische Weichenstellung in Timor-Leste

1 // Margot Schüller and Yun Schüler-Zhou

China: Die neue Innovationssupermacht?

Publications
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GIGA Focus Lateinamerika

www.giga-hamburg.de/en/publications/giga-focus/latin-america

8 // Detlef Nolte

Lateinamerika: Flexible Verfassungen und starre Machtstrukturen

7 // Nele Noesselt and Detlef Nolte

Trotz wirtschaftlicher Flaute: China zeigt Flagge in Lateinamerika

6 // Sabine Kurtenbach and Philipp Lutscher

Kolumbien – Den Frieden gewinnen

5 // Almut Schilling-Vacaflor and Riccarda Flemmer

Rohstoffabbau in Lateinamerika: Fehlende Bürgerbeteiligung schürt Konflikte

4 // Mariana Llanos

Argentinien – Politik, Wahlen und Gerechtigkeit

3 // Anne Marie Hoffmann, Victor M. Mijares, and Luis Schenoni

Die Krise in Venezuela – Prüfstein für die UNASUR

2 // Bert Hoffmann

Kuba-USA: Wandel durch Annäherung

1 // Anaïd Flesken

Bolivien: Vom sinkenden Stellenwert indigener Politik
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GIGA Focus Nahost

www.giga-hamburg.de/en/publications/giga-focus/middle-east

8 // Anja Hoffmann

Dezentralisierung in Marokko – Hohe Erwartungen

7 // Amanda tho Seeth

Zwischen Demokratisierung und Gewalt: Universitäten in Nordafrika seit 2011

6 // May Darwich

Machtprestige als Motiv des saudischen Krieges im Jemen

5 // Jan Koehler, Kristóf Gosztonyi, and Alexander De Juan

Optimismus trotz steigender Gewalt: Afghanistan nach dem ISAF-Abzug

4 // Henner Fürtig

Der Atomvertrag mit Iran: Erfolgreiche Beilegung einer internationalen Krise

3 // Gülistan Gürbey

Widerstand der Kurden gegen den IS: Neue Chancen für die Unabhängigkeit

2 // Hanspeter Mattes

Islamistische Terrorgruppen in Nordafrika: Trotz Bekämpfung immer mehr präsent

1 // Annette Ranko and Najwa Sabra

Sisis Ägypten – Vollendung der Revolution oder zurück auf Null?

Publications
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GIGA Focus International Edition 

www.giga-hamburg.de/en/publications/giga-focus/international-edition-english

10 // Natália Bueno, Johannes Plagemann, and Julia Strasheim

Provincial Autonomy: The Territorial Dimension of Peace in Mozambique

9 // Felix Haaß and Martin Ottmann

Buying Peace? The Political Economy of Power-Sharing

8 // Markus Fraundorfer and Florian Rabitz

Brazil and the Durban Platform: Ambitions and Expectations

7 // Martin Beck

Quo Vadis Palestine?

6 // Henner Fürtig

The Nuclear Agreement with Iran: Successful Settling of an International Crisis

5 // Robert Kappel and Helmut Reisen

The Recalibration of the World and German Foreign Policy

4 // Joachim Betz and Babette Never

Collective Self-Blockade? Why the UN Climate Conference in Paris Could Fail

3 // Katharina Heitz Tokpa, Andrea Kaufmann, and Franzisca Zanker

The Ebola Outbreak in Comparison: Liberia and Côte d’Ivoire

2 // Alexandr Burilkov

Oligarch vs. Nationalist: Ukraine’s 2014 Parliamentary Elections

1 // Miquel Pellicer and Eva Wegner

Who Votes for Islamist Parties – And Why?
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Monographs and Edited Volumes

Bothmann, Astrid

Transitional Justice in Nicaragua 1990–2012. Drawing a Line Under the Past

Wiesbaden: Springer VS

Croissant, Aurel, Steffen Kailitz, Patrick Köllner, and Stefan Wuster (eds.)

Comparing Autocracies in the Early Twenty First Century, Vol. 2: The Performance and 

Persistence of Autocracies

Abingdon/New York: Routledge 2015

Fraundorfer, Marcus

Brazil’s Emerging Role in Global Governance, Health, Food Security and Bioenergy

New York: Palgrave Macmillan

Plagemann, Johannes

Cosmopolitanism in a Multipolar World. Soft Sovereignty in Democratic Regional Powers

Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan

Ranko, Annette

The Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood and its Quest for Hegemony in Egypt: State-Discourse 

and Islamist Counter-Discourse

Wiesbaden: Springer VS

Stolte, Christina

Brazil’s Africa Strategy: Role Conception and the Drive for International Status

Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan

Soest, Christian von and Laurence Whitehead (eds.)

Forum Section “Authoritarian Collaboration”, European Journal of Political Research, 54, 4 

Chichester: Wiley / European Consortium for Political Research
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Articles in Edited Volumes (10 Selected Articles)

Fürtig, Henner 

Iran: Ein neues pragmatisches Experiment

Braml, Josef, Wolfgang Merkel, and Eberhard Sandschneider (eds.): Außenpolitik mit 

Autokratien, Jahrbuch internationale Politik, Berlin/Munich/Boston: De Gruyter Olden-

bourg, 101–111 (print: 2014; e-book: 2015)

Hoffmann, Bert

A Südpolitik Made in Washington?

Hershberg, Eric and William LeoGrande (eds.): Implications of Normalization. Scholarly 

Perspectives on US–Cuban Relations, Washington DC: American University, Web Forum, 

www.american.edu/clals/Implications-of-Normalization-with-SSRC-Hoffman.cfm

Holbig, Heike

Krise und politische Legitimität in Chinas langem 20. Jahrhundert

Burchardt, Hans-Jürgen and Stefan Peters (eds.): Der Staat in globaler Perspektive. Zur 

Renaissance der Entwicklungsstaaten, Frankfurt am Main: Campus, 125–147

Jetschke, Anja

Why Create a Regional Human Rights Regime? The ASEAN Inter-Governmental 

Commission for Human Rights

Börzel, Tanja and Vera van Huellen (eds.): Governance Transfer by Regional Organiza-

tions, New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 107–124

Köllner, Patrick

The Triumph and Fall of the Democratic Party of Japan

Hrebenar, Ronald J. and Akira Nakamura (eds.): Party Politics in Japan: Political Chaos 

and Stalemate in the Twenty-First Century, Abingdon/New York: Routledge, 80–117

Kurtenbach, Sabine

State Formation and Patterns of Violence: A Cross Regional Comparison

Sánchez González, Víctor M. (ed.): Economy, Politics and Governance Challenges for 

the 21st Century, New York: Nova Publishers, 85–99
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Nedza, Justyna

The Sum of its Parts - The State as Apostate in Contemporary Saudi Militant  

Islamism

Adang, Camilla, Hassan Ansari, Maribel Fierro, and Sabine Schmidtke (eds.): Accusa-

tions of Unbelief in Islam. A Diachronic Perspective on Takf ̄ı r, Leiden/Boston: Brill, 304–326 

Noesselt, Nele

Ein “besonderes Puzzle”: Die ambivalenten Sonderbeziehungen zwischen der VR 

China und den sozialistischen Staaten

Harnisch, Sebastian, Klaus Brummer, and Kai Oppermann (eds.): Sonderbeziehungen 

als Nexus zwischen Außenpolitik und internationalen Beziehungen, Baden-Baden: Nomos,  

159–184

Nolte, Detlef and Leslie Wehner 

Geopolitics in Latin America, Old and New

Mares, David R. and Arie M. Kacowicz (eds.): Routledge Handbook of Latin American 

Security, London/New York: Routledge, 33–43

Soest, Christian von and Julia Grauvogel

Comparing Legitimation Strategies in Post-Soviet Countries

Brusis, Martin, Joachim Ahrens, and Martin Schulze Wessel (eds.): Politics and Legiti-

macy in Post-Soviet Eurasia, Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 18–46

In 2015 GIGA researchers contributed 28 articles to edited volumes.
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GIGA Forum

Democratic Transitions: Learning from the Past, Shaping the Future

Speakers: Prof. Abraham F. Lowenthal (Brookings Institution), Prof. Dr. Bert Hoffman 

(GIGA), Dr. Annette Ranko (GIGA), Jasmin Lorch (GIGA)

Civil Society as the Nucleus of Democracy? Algeria, Mozambique, and Vietnam

Speakers: Bettina Bunk (GIGA), Jasmin Lorch (GIGA), Dr. Jörg Wischermann (GIGA)

Cuba and Iran: The End of International Sanctions Policy?

Speakers: Prof. Dr. Henner Fürtig (GIGA), Prof. Dr. Bert Hoffmann (GIGA), Dr. Christian 

von Soest (GIGA)

BIG – Brazil, India, and Germany – and the Future of Global Governance: Pros-

pects for Trilateral Cooperation

Speakers: Prof. Dr. Amrita Narlikar (GIGA), Prof. Dr. Lourdes Sola (University of São 

Paulo), Ralf Beste (FFO Planning Staff)

IS, Boko Haram, al-Qaida: Are Jihadist Networks a Threat to Europe?

Speakers: Jan Hieber (Hamburg State Office of Criminal Investigations), Prof. Dr. Robert 

Kappel (GIGA), Dr. Stephan Rosiny (GIGA)

Shadows of the Past in Cambodia

Speakers: Prof. Dr. Anika Oettler (University of Marburg), Dr. Matthias Ries (Civil Peace 

Service at the GIZ), PD Dr. Andreas Ufen (GIGA)

For GIGA Talks and other events of the GIGA Berlin Office, see page 48 in this re-

port. 

Events
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Lectures and Discussions

Discussion

Afrika und Europa am Scheideweg - Brauchen wir einander? 

(In cooperation with the German-African Business Association)

GIGA Seminar in Socio-Economics

Aiding Economic Freedom: Exploring Interactions between Foreign Aid, Income, 

and Institutions 

(Lecture by Dr. Nabamita Dutta, University of Wisconsin–La Crosse, United States)

Lecture

Anti-Democracy Promotion and the Legacies of the Arab Spring

(Lecture by Prof. Laurence Whitehead, University of Oxford, United Kingdom)

Lecture

Are There Really Two Cultures? A Pilot Study on the Application of Qualitative and 

Quantitative Methods 

(Lecture by Dr. David Kühn, University of Heidelberg, Germany)

RP2 workshop on methods and tools in peace and conflict studies 

Automated Text Analysis/Machine Coding 

(Lecture by Prof. Nils Weidmann, University of Konstanz, Germany)

Discussion

Brasilien: Zurück zu Ungleichheit und Armut? 

(Part of the event series “Lateinamerika und Europa im Dialog” and in cooperation with 

the Friedrich Ebert Foundation)

Lecture

Brazilian Nuclear Policy 

(Lecture by Prof. Mónica Herz, Pontifical Catholic University of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil)

Events
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Discussion

Cambio de la Matriz Productiva y Educación en el Ecuador 

(Part of the event series “Lateinamerika-Herbst Hamburg” and in cooperation with the 

Consulate General of Ecuador)

GIGA CAS Lecture Series

Case Selection and Comparative Area Studies

(Lecture by Prof. Ryan Saylor, University of Tulsa, United States)

Discussion

China – Dicke Luft im Reich der Mitte 

(Inaugural event of the GIGA–NDR series “Border Crossers – Foreign Correspondents 

Connecting with Scholars”)

GIGA Seminar in Socio-Economics

China’s Impact on Africa – The Role of Trade, FDI and Aid 

(Lecture by Dr. Henning Mühlen, University of Hohenheim, Germany)

GIGA Seminar in Socio-Economics

China’s Patent Quality in International Comparison 

(Lecture by Dr. Philipp Böing, Centre for European Economic Research [ZEW], Germany)

RP2 workshop on methods and tools in peace and conflict studies

Data Visualization

(Lecture by Prof. Dr. Richard Traunmüller, University of Frankfurt, Germany)

Discussion

Die Neuvermessung der Welt 

(Part of the Hamburg Night of Knowledge)

Lecture

Ethnic Politics and the Coup-Civil War Trap

(Lecture by Prof. Philip Roessler, College of William and Mary, United States)
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RP2 workshop on methods and tools in peace and conflict studies 

Experiments in Peace and Conflict Studies

(Lecture by Prof. Cyrus Samii, New York University, United States)

GIGA Seminar in Socio-Economics

Food Security and Biomass Sustainability Certifications: Current State, Potentials 

and Limits 

(Lecture by Dr. Tina Beuchelt, Center for Development Research [ZEF], University of 

Bonn, Germany)

Lecture

Foreign Pressure and the Politics of Autocratic Survival 

(Lecture by Dr. Abel Escribà Folch, Universitat Pompeu Fabra, Spain)

GIGA Distinguished Speaker Lecture Series

Governing Global Finance: Building Political Capacity after Crises 

(Lecture by Prof. Louis W. Pauly, University of Toronto, Canada)

GIGA Seminar in Socio-Economics

Islamic Constitutionalism Index and Its Empirical Application 

(Lecture by Dr. Moamen Gouda, Hankuk University of Foreign Studies, South Korea)

RP2 workshop on methods and tools in peace and conflict studies 

Natural Experiments

(Lecture by Dr. Miquel Pellicer, GIGA, Germany)

GIGA Distinguished Speaker Lecture Series

Putin and Russia in Historical Perspective 

(Lecture by Prof. Padma Desai, Columbia University, United States)

Lecture

Rights as Weapons of Political Conflict 

(Lecture by Prof. Clifford Bob, Duquesne University, United States)
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Discussion

Rising India’s Foreign Policy under Prime Minister Modi 

(Part of the India Week Hamburg 2015 and in cooperation with Bucerius Law School and 

the Zeit Foundation) 

Lecture

Sanctions and Democracy 

(Lecture by Prof. Nikolay Marinov, University of Mannheim, Germany)

Lecture

Scholars and Practitioners

(Lecture by Prof. Abraham Lowenthal, University of Southern California / Brookings In-

stitution, United States)

Discussion

Social Democracias “Tardías” en Europa Meridional y América Latina 

(Book presentation by Prof. Jorge Lanzaro, Universidad de la República, Uruguay)

Lecture

The Dictator’s Endgame: Theory and Empirical Analysis of Military Behavior in Au-

thoritarian Regime Crises

(Lecture by Dr. David Kühn, University of Heidelberg, Germany)

Lecture

The Future of Armed Conflict

(Lecture by Prof. Håvard Hegre, Uppsala University and Peace Research Institute Oslo 

[PRIO], Sweden)

GIGA Distinguished Speaker Lecture Series

Trade Issues Today: WTO, Transatlantic and Transpacific Agreements 

(Inaugural lecture by Prof. Jagdish N. Bhagwati, Columbia University, United States)

Discussion

Wachstum oder Degrowth – Wie kann sozial nachhaltiges Wirtschaften erreicht 

werden?

(In cooperation with the Eine Welt Netzwerk Hamburg e.V. and Fair Trade Stadt Hamburg)
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Discussion

Wirtschaftsstandort Lateinamerika zwischen Innovation und Stagnation

(In cooperation with the Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom and the Latin Amer-

ican Business Association [LAV])

GIGA Seminar in Socio-Economics

Who Runs? Honesty and Self-Selection in Politics 

(Lecture by Dr. Sebastian Fehrler, University of Konstanz, Germany)
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Workshops and Conferences

Changing Asia: Perspectives on Regional and Global Cooperation 

(Joint conference with the Konrad Adenauer Foundation and the ZEIT Foundation,  

Hamburg, Germany)

China, Latin America and the EU – a Triangular Relationship? 

(Joint workshop with the EU-LAC Foundation and the CAF Development Bank of Latin 

America as part of the “Lateinamerika Herbst”, Hamburg, Germany)

Colombia and Brazil: An Ambivalent Relationship

(Joint conference with the Pontificia Universidad Javeriana and the Universidad Santiago 

de Cali, Cali, Colombia)

Contested World Orders Workshop

(Joint workshop of the Leibniz-funded project on contested world orders, in cooperation 

with Berlin Social Science Center [WZB], and Peace Research Institute Frankfurt [HSFK], 

Hamburg, Germany)

Cuba, the U.S., and the Changing Political Landscape in the Americas: A Debate 

Ahead of the Panama Summit

(Workshop at the GIGA Research Platform Brazil, in cooperation with the Institute for 

International Relations, and the Pontifical Catholic University of Rio de Janeiro, Rio de 

Janeiro, Brazil)

Der Islam in Zentralasien. Droht eine extremistische Radikalisierung?

(Joint roundtable series „Wie sicher ist die “Seidenstraße?“with the Institute for Peace 

Research and Security Policy [IFSH], Hamburg, Germany)

Die Sicht von außen: Strategien der Nachbarstaaten gegenüber Zentralasien 

(Joint roundtable series „Wie sicher ist die “Seidenstraße?“with the Institute for Peace 

Research and Security Policy [IFSH], Hamburg, Germany)

Economías de guerra y criminalidad posconflicto 

(Joint conference with the Universidad de Los Andes, Bogotá, Colombia)
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Green Inclusive Economic Transformation in Sub-Saharan Africa: Wishful Thinking 

or Feasible Pathway? 

(Joint conference with the Friedrich Ebert Foundation, as part of the International Week 

of Justice 2015, Berlin, Germany)

Islamism and Political Representation in North Africa

(Workshop at the GIGA Research Platform Tunesia, in cooperation with the L’Observatoire 

Tunisien de la Transition Démocratique, Tunis, Tunesia)

Inequalities and Citizenship 

(Workshop of the desiguALdades network, Hamburg, Germany)

Intermediaries, Mediators, Translators? Categorizing the Actors in Chinese-Afri-

can Spaces of Interaction

(Joint workshop with the ANR-funded research project on Chinese cultural arenas in 

Africa, Paris, France)

IPSA’s Research Committee on International Political Economy 

(Workshop, RC51 Intermediate Meeting, Hamburg, Germany)

Konsultation, Partizipation und Konflikttransformation: Eine vergleichende Studie 

zu Ressourcenabbau in Bolivien und Peru 

(Final workshop of the DSF-funded research project on consultations, Hamburg, Germany)

Land Matrix, Partnership Meeting

(Meeting of the partners and the steering committee of the Land Matrix Partnership, 

GIGA, Hamburg)

Land Matrix, Technical Workshop II

(Technical workshop on the database of the Land Matrix Partnership, GIGA, Hamburg)

Mongolisch-Deutscher Dialog zu internationalen Beziehungen und Sicherheit in 

Ost- und Zentralasien 

(Joint conference with the Institute for Strategic Studies Mongolia, and the Friedrich-

Ebert-Stiftung, Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia)
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Negotiating the Future: Visions of Global Order 

(Inaugural GIGA Global Transitions Conference, Hamburg, Germany) 

Neopatrimonialismus, Demokratie- und Parteienforschung. Die deutsche und in-

ternationale Debatte 

(Symposium in remembrance of Gero Erdmann (1952-2014), Hamburg, Germany)

Regional Clusters of Authoritarian Diffusion and Cooperation: Interest vs. Ideology? 

(2nd international conference of the IDCAR network, Austin/Texas, United States)

The State and Beyond: Actor Constellations in Resource Conflicts 

(Joint workshop with the working group “Nature, Resources and Conflicts“ of the Ger-

man Association for Peace and Conflict Studies, Hamburg, Germany)

The State of and Prospects for Colombian–Brazilian Relations 

(Joint workshop with the PROCOL Programme, and the Pontificia Universidad Javeriana, 

Bogotá, Columbia) 

War Economies and Post-War Crime 

(Joint authors’ workshop with the Universidad de Los Andes, the GIZ, and the Alexander 

von Humboldt Foundation, Bogotá, Colombia)

Wars and Wars’ Ending in the Post-2011 Middle East 

(Conference at the GIGA Research Platform Lebanon, in cooperation with the Lebanese 

American University, Byblos, Lebanon)

Weltregionen im Vergleich: Polity, Politics und Policy 

(DVPW Comparative Political Science Section Conference, Hamburg, Germany) 

Why Institutions Matter: Linking Research and Practice on Institutions for Sustain-

able Peace 

(4th international conference of the ISP network, Hamburg, Germany)

Wie geht es weiter in Afghanistan und was bedeutet das für Zentralasien? 

(Joint roundtable series „Wie sicher ist die “Seidenstraße?“ with the Institute for Peace 

Research and Security Policy [IFSH], Hamburg, Germany)
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Wie stabil sind die autoritären Regime in Zentralasien und welches außenpoli-

tische Verhalten ist daraus abzuleiten? 

(Joint roundtable series „Wie sicher ist die “Seidenstraße?“with the Institute for Peace 

Research and Security Policy [IFSH], Hamburg, Germany)
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Najib Souiadi Université de Souk Ahras

Mazen Hassan Cairo University

H. Christoph Steinhardt Centre for China Studies, Chinese University of Hong Kong

Malte Pehl College of Charleston

Maria Soledad Gattoni Universidad de Buenos Aires

Monica Herz Pontificia Universidade Católica, Rio de Janeiro

Carlos Gervasoni Universidad Torcuato Di Tella, Buenos Aires

Sazana Jayadeva University of Cambridge

Laurence Whitehead University of Oxford

Esteban Castro New Castle University

Jorge Lanzaro Universidad de la República, Montevideo

Ryan Saylor University of Tulsa

Kai Michael Kenkel Pontificia Universidade Católica, Rio de Janeiro

Jan Hofmeyr Institute of Justice and Reconciliation

Ana Isabel López García CONACYT (Mexico)

Kai Enno Lehmann Universidade São Paulo

Alfonso Myers Gallardo Universidad de Salamanca

Guillermo Rosas Washington University in St. Louis

Cecilia Roa García University of British Columbia

Diana Tussie FLACSO Buenos Aires

Jiwon Choi Hankuk University of Foreign Studies, Seoul

Esther Ishengoma University of Dar es Salaam

Micha Wiebusch School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), University 

of London

Santiago Basabe Serrano FLACSO Quito

Nicolás Simone Universidad de Buenos Aires

Visiting Fellows

International networking
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Nicolás Comini Universidad del Salvador

Gabriel Alejandro Martínez Universidad de Salamanca

Malte Brosig University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg

Germán Prieto Universidad Javeriana de Bogotá

Diego Vera Universidad Javeriana de Bogotá

Nkwachukwu Julius Orji University of Nigeria

Víctor González Sánchez Universidad Nacional de Educación a Distancia

Cintia Vieria Souto Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Sol

Christopher Bahia Mendonca Universidade Federal de Minas Gerais

Tamirace Fakhoury Lebanese American University

Jan Seifert National University of Singapore 

Filipe Souza Corrêa Pontificia Universidade Católica, Rio de Janeiro

Sol-Hee Han KDI School of Public Policy and Management

Giulia Piccolino Università Statale di Milano

Carolina de Oliveira Salgado Pontificia Universidade Católica, Rio de Janeiro
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Executive Board 

(as of 31 December 2015)

Narlikar, Amrita, Prof. Dr. President 

Nolte, Detlef, Prof. Dr. Vice President and Director of ILAS 

Lay, Jann, Apl. Prof. Dr. Acting Director of IAA

Köllner, Patrick, Prof. Dr. Director of IAS

Fürtig, Henner, Prof. Dr. Director of IMES

Peetz, Peter, Dr. Head of Finances and Administration

Staff

Althoff, Christof

Bank, André, Dr.

Bartsch, Sonja 

Basedau, Matthias, Prof. Dr.

Bondes, Maria

Bunselmeyer, Elisabeth

Darwich, May

De Juan, Alexander, Dr.

De Vries, Lotje

Destradi, Sandra, Dr.

Dodlova, Marina, Dr.

Ewert, Insa Maria

Flemes, Daniel, Dr.

Flemmer, Riccarda

Giesbert, Lena, Dr.

Giese, Karsten, Dr.

Giolbas, Anna

Glawion, Tim Markus

Gobien, Simone, Dr.

Grauvogel, Julia

Gundlach, Erich, Prof. Dr.

Haaß, Felix

Heyl, Charlotte

Hirseland Aline-Sophia

Hoffmann, Bert, Prof. Dr. 

Holbig, Heike, Prof. Dr.

Hoyo, Henio, Dr.

Josua, Maria

Kurtenbach, Sabine, Dr. 

Lenz, Tobias, Jun. Prof. Dr.

Linde, Sarah

Llanos, Mariana, Dr. 

Marfaing, Laurence, Dr. 

Mattes, Hanspeter, Dr.

Academic Staff 

(as of 31 December 2015)
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Nedza, Justyna

Neff, Daniel Dr.

Nolte, Kerstin, Dr.

Ostermeier, Martin

Palop García, Pau

Paschke, Anne

Pawelz, Janina

Pedroza, Luicy, Dr.

Pellicer, Miquel, Dr.

Peters, Ina

Pfeiffer, Birte, Dr.

Plagemann, Johannes, Dr.

Prediger, Sebastian, Dr.

Prys-Hansen, Miriam, Dr. 

Ranko, Annette, Dr.

Renner, Sebastian

Richter, Thomas, Dr.

Röhl, Nikolai

Röseler, Milan

Rosiny, Stephan, Dr.

Schilling-Vacaflor, Almut, Dr.

Schucher, Günter, Dr.

Schüller, Margot, Dr.

Schüler-Zhou, Yun

Soest, Christian von, Dr.

Strasheim, Julia

Strüver, Georg

Sumich, Jason Michael, Dr.

Thiel, Alena

Thormann, Vita

Ufen, Andreas, Dr.

Völker, Siri Kristina

Warkotsch, Jana, Dr.

Wegner, Eva, Dr.

Wieczorek, Iris, Dr.

Wilczak, Jessica Maureen

Zanker, Franzisca, Dr.
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Aumann, Frederike

Bailey, Errol

Barth, Sabine

Bartsch, Sonja 

Baumann, Ellen

Behrends, Christoph

Berg, Christine

Biesenbach, Doris

Brandt, Petra

Bücke, Silvia, Dr.

Clement, Wiebke

Darwich, Rim

Gohlke-Kosso, Kerstin

Goldstein, Susanne

Hinterreiter-Bunzel, Christine

Hoffendahl, Christine

Javanshir, Nadia

Kapteina, Axel

Kasiske, Marein

Kleeblatt, Volker

Kleis, Pia

Kotzel, Uwe

Kramer, Julia

Kruithoff, Olaf

Labusga, Kerstin

Staff of Service Departments

(As of 31 DeCember 2015)

Ladleif, Frauke

Lüth, Jan

Majumder, Sonja

Menz, Dirk

Nelson, Melissa

Niemann, Martha

Ohlsen, Frank

Preisser, Meenakshi

Richter, Josef

Röhl, Nikolai

Roeske, Claudia

Schneider, Urte

Schweiger, Verena

Siebold, Thomas, Dr.

Stövesand, Stephanie

Tetzlaff, Gabriele

Trueck, Pauline

Völckers, Astrid

Waldeck, Brigitte

Waßmann, Nina

Watermülder, Heike

Westphal, Susann

Wiegmann, Nadine

Willers, Wilma
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Doctoral Training

Doctorates Earned in 2015

Name Doctoral Thesis Supervisors

Daniela García Solar Energy and the Problem of Path De-

pendency in Costa Rica’s Energy System

Wolfgang Hein, Anita Engels

Maren Koß Islamist Resistance Organizations and Con-

ceptions of Political Order: Comparing  

Hezbollah and Hamas from 2005 to 2013

Henner Fürtig, Antje Wiener

Malte Gephart Local embedding of the international and 

transnational anti-corruption discourse from 

a post-development perspective: Anti-cor-

ruption narratives in Paraguay and Chile

Cord Jakobeit, Aram Ziai

Viola Lucas The Effects of Autocracies on Governance Stefan Voigt, Erich Gundlach

Karsten Mau Essays in International Economics: China’s 

Exports, Economic Growth, and Compara-

tive Advantage

Erich Gundlach, Michael Funke

May Darwich The Interplay of Ideational and Material Forc-

es in Threat Perception: Saudi and Syrian  

Choices in Middle East Wars

Juliet Kaarbo, Adham Saouli 

Franziska Zanker The Legitimisation of Peace Negotiations:  

A Role for Civil Society

Andreas Hasenclever, Andreas 

Mehler

Nicola Nymalm From ‘Japan Problem’ to ‘China Threat’? 

Dissecting the Economic Discourses on  

Japan (1985–1995) and China (1995–2008)  

in the United States Congress

Dirk Nabers, Patrick Köllner

Carlo Koos Ethnic Mobilization in Resource-Abundant 

African States: Quantitative and Qualitative 

Analyses of the Role of Ethnic Identity  

and Natural Resources in Armed Intrastate 

Conflicts

Andreas Mehler, Michael Br-

zoska

Maren Wagner Emergence, Complexity, Discourse: A critical 

realist approach to institutional dynamics in 

East Asia

Dirk Nabers, Patrick Köllner

Kerstin Nolte Large-scale land acquisitions in sub-Saharan 

Africa: Determinants, processes and actors

Jann Lay, Stephan Klasen

Mariana Carpes From breadcrumbs to threads of wool: 

Building a neoclassical realist model for the 

study of regional powers’ nuclear choices

Detlef Nolte, Michael Brzoska
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Engagement in Professional Associations

Area-Specific Associations

Africa–Europe Group for Interdisciplinary Studies (AEGIS) Institutional membership

African Studies Association in Germany (Vereinigung für 

Afrikawissenschaften in Deutschland, VAD)

Hosting of secretariat

CrossArea. Association for Transregional Studies, Compara-

tive Area Studies, and Global Studies (Verband für Transregio-

nale Studien, Vergleichende Area Studies und Global Studies)

Institutional membership

European Alliance for Asian Studies (Asia Alliance) Patrick Köllner: board member

European Association for Middle Eastern Studies (EURAMES) Henner Fürtig: council member

Euro–Latin American Network of Governability for Develop-

ment (Red Euro–Latinoamericana de Gobernabilidad para el 

Desarrollo, RedGob)

Institutional membership

European Council for Social Research on Latin America  

(Consejo Europeo de Investigaciones Sociales de América 

Latina, CEISAL)

Detlef Nolte: vice president

German Association for Asian Studies (Deutsche Gesellschaft 

für Asienkunde, DGA)

Hosting of secretariat; Karsten 

Giese: executive board member; 

Margot Schüller: deputy chair per-

son; Günter Schucher, editor of 

DGA journal ASIEN

German Association of Latin American Studies (Arbeitsge-

meinschaft Deutsche Lateinamerika-Forschung, ADLAF)

Hosting of secretariat; Detlef Nolte: 

president

German Middle East Studies Association for Contemporary 

Research and Documentation (Deutsche Arbeitsgemeinschaft 

Vorderer Orient, DAVO)

Institutional membership

Latin American Political Science Association (Asociación 

Latinoamericana de Ciencia Política, ALACIP)

Mariana Llanos: secretary general

World Congress of Middle East Studies (WOCMES) Henner Fürtig:  advisory board 

member
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Thematic and Disciplinary Associations

European Association of Development Research 

and Training Institutes (EADI)

Institutional membership

European Consortium for Political Research (ECPR) Institutional membership

German Political Science Association (Deutsche 

Vereinigung für Politikwissenschaft, DVPW)

Patrick Köllner: co-speaker of  working 

group “Democracy Research”; Tobias Lenz: 

co-speaker of thematic group “Comparative 

Regionalism Research”

Other associations such as International Studies 

Association (ISA), American Political Science  

Association (APSA), International Political Science 

Association (IPSA), Verein für Socialpolitik, American 

Economic Association (AEA), Midwest Political  

Science Association (MPSA), European Union Studies  

Association (EUSA), European International Studies 

Association (EISA)

Individual memberships of GIGA researchers
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Financial Statement 1 January–31 December 2015

The GIGA is striving to maintain a high level of third party–funded project grants. In 2015 

these funds totalled EUR 3,431,274 and accounted for 29 per cent of total revenues. 

The GIGA is thankful for the institutional support provided by the Free and Hanseatic 

City of Hamburg (Ministry of Science, Research and Equalities), the other federal states 

(Länder) and the Federal Republic of Germany (Federal Foreign Office). The GIGA would 

also like to express its gratitude to all those institutions that have enhanced the GIGA’s 

research activities by granting funding.

Revenues (in EUR)

1. Institutional support (federal and Länder ) 7,447,000

2. Third-party funding for projects 3,431,274

3. Revenues from sales of publications 34,779

4. Investment income from capital assets 65,615

5. Amortisation of special items (reversal of accruals, etc.) 705,996

6. Other operating income 134,289

Total  

revenues

11,818,953

Expenses (in EUR)

1. Staff expenditures 7,602,578

2. Service expenses; material and operating expenses 2,916,899

3. Allocation to special items (accruals, etc.) 1,299,476

Total 

expenses

11,818,953

Dr. Peter Peetz

Financial Statement
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Boards

Board of Trustees

(as of 31 December 2015)

Dr. Eva Gümbel (Chair) State Councillor, Ministry of Science, Research and Equalities, Free and 

Hanseatic City of Hamburg

Heiko Nitzschke (Deputy 

Chair)

Federal Foreign Office, Policy Planning Staff, Berlin

Niels Annen Member of Parliament (German Bundestag), Berlin

Edelgard Buhlmahn Vice President of the German Bundestag, Berlin

Tanja Fröhlich-Israng formerly Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF), Bonn

Christoph Kannengießer German-African Business Association, Hamburg

Prof. Dr. Heiderose Kilper Director Leibniz-Institute for Social Science-based Spatial Research 

(IRS), Erkner

Birgit Kochen-Schmidt-Eych Managing Partner Alfred Kochen GmbH, Hamburg

Prof. Dr. Dieter Lenzen President University of Hamburg

Dr. Stefan Mair Federation of German Industries (BDI), Berlin

Corinna Nienstedt Hamburg Chamber of Commerce, International Business Division

Ruprecht Polenz German Society for East European Studies, Berlin

Timo Prekop German Asia-Pacific Business Association, Hamburg

Albrecht C. Rädecke Latin American Business Association, Hamburg

Helene Rang German Near and Middle East Association, Berlin

Adelheid Sailer-Schuster Euro-Mediterranean-Arab Association e.V. (EMA), Hamburg

Lars-H. Selwig Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ), 

Berlin

Prof. Dr. Michael Zürn WZB Berlin Social Science Center
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Academic Advisory Board 

(as of 31 December 2015)

Prof. Dr. Michael Zürn  

(Chair)

Berlin Social Science Center (WZB), Germany

Prof. Anna Leander, PhD 

(Deputy Chair)

Copenhagen Business School, Department for Management,  

Politics and Philosophy, Denmark

Prof. Ummu Salma Bava, 

PhD

Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, India

Prof. Dr. Sebastian Heilmann Mercator Institute for China Studies (MERICS), Berlin, Germany, and 

University of Trier, Political Science Department, Germany

Dr. Béatrice Hibou Centre national de la recherche scientifique (CNRS), France, and  

Sciences Po Paris, Centre d'études internationales (CERI), France

Prof. Kathryn Hochstetler, 

PhD

University of Waterloo, Canada

Prof. Andrew Hurrell, PhD University of Oxford, Balliol College, Department of Politics and 

International Relations (DPIR), England

Prof. Jane Wanjiku Kabubo-

Mariara

University of Nairobi, Kenya

Prof. Louis W. Pauly, PhD University of Toronto, Canada

Prof. Angelika Rettberg, PhD Universidad de los Andes, Bogotá, Colombia

Prof. Diana Tussie, PhD Facultad Latinoamericana de Ciencias Sociales (FLACSO), Buenos 

Aires, Argentina

Prof. Antje Wiener, PhD University of Hamburg, Institute for Political Science, Centre for 

Globalisation and Governance (CGG), Germany
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Council for Financial Affairs 

(as of 31 December 2015)

Katja Linke (Chair) Ministry of Science, Research and Equalities,  

Free and Hanseatic City of Hamburg

Peter Griep President of the Deutsche Bundesbank’s Regional Office in Hamburg

Heiko Nitzschke Federal Foreign Office, Policy Planning Staff, Berlin

Lars-H. Selwig (co-opted) Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ), 

Berlin

Dr. Manuela Urban Administrative Director Forschungsverbund Berlin e.V.
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Abbreviations

AEA American Economic Association

AEGIS African-Europe Group for Interdisciplinary Studies

ALACIP Latin American Political Science Association

ANR French National Research Agency

ANTI-

CORRP

Anti-Corruption Policies Revisited

APSA American Political Science Association

ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations

BDI Federation of German Industries Bundesverband der Deutschen 

Industrie e.V.

BMBF Federal Ministry of Education and Research Bundesministerium für Bildung und 

Forschung

BMZ Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and 

Development

Bundesministerium für wirtschaft

liche Zusammenarbeit und En-

twicklung

BRICS Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa

CAS Comparative Area Studies

CCTV China Central Television

CEISAL European Council for Social Research on Latin 

America

CELAC Community of Latin American and Caribbean 

States

CERI Center for International Studies

CFAU China Foreign Affairs University

CGG Center for Globalization and Governance 

CliMiP Climate Change Mitigation and Poverty Reduction

CNRS National Center for Scientific Research Nationales Zentrum für wissen-

schaftliche Forschung

CONACYT Consejo Nacional de Ciencia y Tecnología

CRC Cyclic Redundancy Code
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CrossAsia Virtual Library East and Southeast Asia Virtuelle Fachbibliothek Ost- und 

Südostasien

DAAD German Academic Exchange Service Deutscher Akademischer Aus-

tauschdienst

DAVO German Middle East Studies Association for Con-

temporary Research and Documentation

Deutsche Arbeitsgemeinschaft 

Vorderer Orient

DBIS Database Information System Datenbank-Infosystem

DFG German Research Foundation Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft

DP Doctoral Programme

DPIR Department of Politics and International Relations

DSF German Foundation for Peace Research Deutsche Stiftung Friedens-

forschung

DVPW German Association for Political Science Deutsche Vereinigung für Politik

wissenschaft

EADI European Association of Development Research 

and Training Institutes 

EC European Commison Europäische Kommison

ECPR European Consortium for Political Research

EISA  European International Studies Association

EMA Euro-Mediterranean-Arab Association e.V. Euro-Mediterran-Arabischer 

Länderverein 

EU–LAC European Union–Latin American and Caribbean 

Foundation

EURAMES European Association for Middle Eastern Studies

EUSA European Union Studies Association

EZB Electronic Journals Library Elektronische Zeitschriftenbibliothek

FDI Foreign Direct Investment

FFO Federal Foreign Office Auswärtiges Amt

FIV German Information Network International Rela-

tions and Area Studies

Fachinformationsverbund In-

ternationale Beziehungen und 

Länderkunde

FLASCO Latin American Social Sciences Institute
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FOCAC Forum on China-Africa Cooperation

FP7 7th Framework Programme (EU) 7. Forschungsrahmenprogramm 

der EU

FPIC Free, Prior and Informed Consent 

GIZ Deutsche Gesellschaft für 

Internationale Zusammenarbeit

HSFK Peace Research Institute Frankfurt Leibniz-Institut Hessische Stiftung 

Friedens- und Konfliktforschung

IAA GIGA Institute of African Affairs GIGA Institut für Afrika-Studien

IAS GIGA Institute of Asian Studies GIGA Institut für Asien-Studien

IBSA India, Brasil, South Africa

IDCAR International Diffusion and Cooperation of Authori-

tarian Regimes

IDSA Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses

IFSH Institute for Peace Research and Security Policy at 

the University of Hamburg

Institut für Friedensforschung und 

Sicherheitspolitik an der Universität 

Hamburg

ILAS GIGA Institute of Latin American Studies GIGA Institut für Lateinamerika-

Studien

ilissAfrica Internet Library Sub-Saharan Africa

IMES GIGA Institute of Middle East Studies GIGA Institut für Nahost-Studien

IPSA International Political Science Association

IRD Interactive Research & Development

IREON International Relations and Area Studies Gateway Portal Internationale Beziehungen 

und Länderkunde

IRS Leibniz Institute for Social Science-based Spatial 

Research 

Leibniz-Institut für Raumbezogene 

Sozialforschung

IS Islamic State Islamischer Staat

ISA International Studies Association 

ISAF International Security Assistance Force

ISP Internet service provider
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IZ GIGA Information Centre GIGA Informationszentrum

IZA Institute  for the Study of Labor Forschungsinstitut zur Zukunft der 

Arbeit

KfW KfW Development Bank Kreditanstalt für Wiederaufbau

KIK Crisis Indicator Catalogue Krisenindikatoren-Katalog

LAV Latin American Business Association Lateinamerika Verein e.V.

LEPI Permanent Electronic Electoral List

MDG Millennium Development Goal Millenniums-Entwicklungsziel

MENALIB Virtual Library Middle East / North Africa Virtuelle Fachbibliothek Vorderer 

Orient / Nordafrika

MERICS Mercator Institute for China Studies

MPSA Midwest Political Science Association

NDR  Northern German Broadcasting Norddeutsche Rundfunk

NGO Non-Governmental Organisation

NOPOOR Enhancing Knowledge for Renewed Policies 

against Poverty

OPAC Online public access catalogue öffentlich zugänglicher Online-

Katalog

PISA Programme for International Student Assessment

PÖK Politico-economic short analyses Politökonomische Kurzanalysen

PRIMO Power and Region in a Multipolar Order

PRIO Peace Research Institute Oslo

PROCOL Research Funding Programm Columbia bilaterales Forschungsförderungs-

programm Kolumbien

RCDC Religion and Conflict in Developing Countries

RP 1 Research Programme 1:  

Legitimacy and Efficiency of Political Systems

Forschungsschwerpunkt 1:  

Legitimität und Effizienz politischer 

Systeme

RP 2 Research Programme 2:  

Violence and Security

Forschungsschwerpunkt 2:  

Gewalt und Sicherheit
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RP 3 Research Programme 3:  

Socio-Economic Development in the Context of 

Globalisation

Forschungsschwerpunkt 3:  

Sozioökonomische Entwicklung in 

der Globalisierung

RP 4 Research Programme 4:  

Power, Norms and Governance in International 

Relations

Forschungsschwerpunkt 4:  

Macht, Normen und Governance in 

den internationalen Beziehungen

SDG Sustainable Development Goals

SOAS School of Oriental and African Studies

SSCI Social Sciences Citation Index

SSOAR Social Science Open Access Repository

UNASUR Union of South American Nations

VAD African Studies Association in Germany Vereinigung für Afrikawissen

schaften in Deutschland

WAO World Affairs Online

WOCMES World Congress for Middle Eastern Studies

WTO World Trade Organisation Welthandelsorganisation

WZB Berlin Social Science Center Wissenschaftszentrum Berlin für 

Sozialforschung

ZDB German Union Catalogue of Serials Zeitschriftendatenbank

ZEF Center for Development Research Zentrum für Entwicklungsforschung
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GIGA German Institute of Global and Area Studies / Leibniz-Institut für Globale und 

Regionale Studien

The GIGA German Institute of Global and Area Studies is an independent social-science 

research institute based in Hamburg. It analyses political, social, and economic develop-

ments in Africa, Asia, Latin America, and the Middle East and compares issues of ac-

countability and participation, peace and security, growth and development, and power 

and ideas across world regions. The GIGA is committed to scholarship that is global in 

content, structure, and reach. We combine in-depth area expertise and interdisciplinary 

comparison. Its unique approach provides for impactful new insights and allows the 

Institute to bring original value-added to the field. Research-based policy advice and 

knowledge transfer to the wider public are essential elements of its mandate.

The GIGA operates the largest non-university information centre for area and com-

parative area studies in Germany and maintains a liaison office in Berlin. The institute 

has 160 staff members and belongs to the Leibniz Association. It is funded by the Ger-

man Federal Foreign Office, the Hamburg Ministry of Science, Research, and Equali-

ties and the other federal states. It also acquires a substantial amount of competitive 

third-party funding. 

 

President: Prof. Dr. Amrita Narlikar (DPhil, Oxon; PhD, Cantab)

Chairperson of Board of Trustees: Dr. Eva Gümbel

Chairperson of Academic Advisory Board: Prof. Dr. Michael Zürn

Chairperson of Council for Financial Affairs: Katja Linke

Neuer Jungfernstieg 21 | 20354 Hamburg | Germany

Phone: +49 (0)40 - 428 25-593 | Fax: +49 (0)40 - 428 25-547

Email: info@giga-hamburg.de | Web: www.giga-hamburg.de

The GIGA Annual Report is available at www.giga-hamburg.de/about, where detailed 

information about the institute’s activities and research programmes can also be found. 

Copyright: GIGA German Institute of Global and Area Studies, Hamburg

Press date: September 2016
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