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of the “Global South”. our research focuses on ques-
tions of global  relevance and investigates how they im-
pact upon  multiple levels in the regions and vice-versa. 
It balances  our commitment to rich empirical detail with 
keeping a close eye on how these details add up to the 
bigger picture. our commitment to outstanding excel-
lence in research is evidenced in our publications in top 
peer- reviewed academic  journals and publishing houses.

Scholarship that wants to make a difference also needs 
to be global in reach. Research-based policy advice 
and knowledge transfer to the wider public are essential  
 elements of our mandate, following the Leibniz motto 
“theoria cum praxi”. our outreach activities include three 
well-established open-access publication series and 
 impactful public and exclusive events in Hamburg, Berlin, 
and abroad.

The research undertaken on Africa, Asia, Latin America, 
and the Middle East is carried out in close cooperation 
with these regions. We have a dense network of inter-
national partners and operate research platforms in 
Brazil, South Africa, China, India, Japan, Tunisia, and 
Lebanon. As part of our aim to promote research that 
is global in structure we also have a policy of interna-
tional recruitment  at all levels, train junior scholars from 
all over the world, and foster an institutional culture that 
appreciates  diversity.

This Research Plan will give you both an overview of and 
details on GIGA’s global research agenda. 

All institutes of the Leibniz Association – and the GIGA 
is a proud Leibniz member since the formation of this 
research alliance – are evaluated by an independent 
 review board at least every seven years. In July 2015 the 
Leibniz  Association concluded the latest evaluation of 
the GIGA with the official statement by its Senate. We 
were delighted  to read that the institute “has developed 
 outstandingly in recent years”.

We are pleased to present to you today our Research 
Plan 2016. It builds on the strengths highlighted by 
the reviewers – our in-depth area expertise on Africa, 
Asia, Latin America, and the Middle East, our specific 
 approach of Comparative Area Studies, and our inter-
disciplinary research on topics of both academic and 
political  relevance – and it further sharpens our scientific 
profile, as recommended in the evaluation report.

We are convinced that in an increasingly globalised 
world, scholarship also needs to become truly global. 
To fulfil this ambition, we believe it is critical that we take 
into account the philosophical traditions and historical 
 experiences of the regions, and advance a well-informed, 
inclusive,  and pluralistic approach to scholarship and 
policy.  Dealing with the driving forces and repercussions 
of the manifold transitions we are witnessing in the world 
today requires an approach that is global in content, 
global in reach and global in structure.

With  interdisciplinary and comparative methods, the 
GIGA analyses political, social and economic transitions, 
and how they originate and unfold in the world regions 
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Since the end of the East–West conflict new forms of 
conflict have dominated in many regions of the world. 
Intrastate and transnational armed conflicts, often with 
asymmetrical conflict structures, have replaced bipolar 
confrontation. Today state failure, international terrorism, 
tensions between ethnic and religious identity groups, 
and conflicts regarding scarce strategic raw materials 
are considered to be among the most important global 
 security challenges. Recent developments illustrate that 
the question of how to prevent conflicts and how to 
 create a sustainable order in post-conflict societies will 
remain key in the next decades. This is not only a major 
question in peace and conflict studies but also, first and 
foremost, a real-world concern with the potential to affect 
millions of people living in Asia, Africa, Latin America and 
the Middle East. 

The combination of global forces – for instance, the 
 demand for natural resources – and local conditions 
– such as the influence of identities and ideologies 
 (religious and ethnic groups, youth and other social 
identity  groups) – is at the root of most current violent 
conflicts and civil wars. GIGA research examines, for 
 example, the influence of islamic movements (see  project 
descriptions on pages 62 and 70) and deals with the 
question  of how religion and natural resources influence 
the probability of violent conflict (see project descriptions 
on pages 52 and 76). The GIGA’s cross-regional research 
has made major  contributions to this debate (Basedau/
Lay 20091). The basic but  significant distinction  between 
resource  dependence and resource abundance makes 
an important difference for explaining  the probability of 
violent  conflict. A huge  security apparatus combined with 
generous  distributional  policies decreases the chance of 
outbreaks of violence  within oil-exporting nations.  Using 
a wide range of different  qualitative and quantitative  
methods,  further studies  have identified a number of other  
resource-specific and contextual conditions that critically 
impact the likelihood of armed  conflict  (e.g. Basedau/Koos 
forthc.2, Basedau/Pfeiffer/Vüllers 20163, Vüllers/Pfeiffer/ 
Basedau 20154, Basedau/Pierskalla 20145, Wegenast/ 
 Basedau 20146). 

Research at the GIGA takes place in the context of the 
institute’s global approach to scholarship. This approach 
consists of three sets of ideas: global in content, global 
in structure, and global in reach, as exemplified in the 
 preface of this Research Plan.

An approach that is global in content means working with 
the historical experiences and philosophical traditions of 
the regions that are covered by the institute’s research, 
and no longer allow the marginalisation of the so-called 
“rest” from the mainstream debates in research and 
policy.  This does not mean being “critical” for the sake 
of it, but engaging with theoretical and empirical content 
from the regions on its own terms. The two key words 
are inclusiveness and pluralism in scholarship, while 
remaining  uncompromising on international standards of 
excellence. 

Research Topics

The GIGA uses academic rigor to address questions 
which are both relevant in the “Global South” and the 
“Global North” as well as in academic and real-world 
contexts. Its researchers are committed to the Leibniz  
motto ‘theoria cum praxi’ and investigate a number of 
 different, yet interrelated, topics which revolve around the 
common puzzle of global challenges. These include  
new forms of violence and conflict, opportunities  and 
also constraints posed by a globalised economy, the 
different  types and levels of socio-political dynamics that 
can be observed in democratic and non-democratic 
 regimes, and the reconfiguration of power in the interna-
tional system  that is connected to the rise of the BRICS 
countries.  

Many of these challenges are related to political,  eco-
nomic, and social developments in the countries of the 
Global South. The GIGA with its long-standing exper-
tise on Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Middle East 
is uniquely well equipped to investigate their causes and 
repercussions. 
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judgement, large-scale land acquisitions or land-based 
investment  (see project description on page 108). The 
 institute is a major partner in the Land Matrix  project   
(www.landmatrix.org), which has become the global 
 reference in academic and development policy circles, 
as well as in the media, for data on large-scale land 
deals. An oft-cited report based on the data  (Anseeuw 
et al. 201220) shows that the “land rush” is real and 
that  recent land-based investments have slowly been 
coming  into operation.  It also reveals that biofuels are 
 indeed an  important driver of the demand for land. 
These investments  have very strong local repercussions  
that have also been scrutinised in in-depth case studies  
in  Africa, the region most heavily affected by the 
phenomenon  (Nolte/Väth 201521, Nolte 201422, Nolte/ 
Voget-Kleschin 201423).

GIGA’s research on inclusive societies deals with 
questions  that are highly relevant for most countries in 
Africa, Asia, Latin America, and the Middle East. The 
past four decades have seen an ever-increasing number 
of people in the world enjoying higher living standards.  
Yet, the  progress has been uneven, and many have been 
 excluded from the supposed gains. The degree to which 
economic growth is shared by the population at large 
differs  considerably between countries. GIGA researchers  
investigate how growing disparities can be avoided and 
inclusive development be reached. Inclusive  patterns of 
growth are related to more inclusive labour markets and 
GIGA research looks into respective  policies,  for example  
minimum wages (Hohberg/Lay 201524). Along similar  
lines, GIGA researchers  contribute to the debate on 
decent  work in the context of the SDGs  (ostermeier et al. 
201525) and deals with the role of  developing countries  in 
the international trade regime (Narlikar 2015a26).  Inclusive 
development will also require more inclusive access to 
credit and insurance markets (see, for example, Giesbert/ 
Steiner 201527). In this work, GIGA  research stresses 
the role of micro and small firms in developing countries 
(see project description on page 112). Future research 
will  focus on the rise of the middle class – as a possible 
sign of more inclusive growth  patterns – and its effects on 
economic, political and social development (see project 
description on page 114).

The third large set of topics of GIGA’s research is 
 clustered around the question how participation 
and accountability  can be achieved and maintained. 
Various  projects investigate institutional change, political 
processes,  and social developments in both democratic 
and authoritarian political contexts.

While democratisation  was long believed to be yet  another 
global  trend, the  controversy about the expansion  of 
 non-democratic rule and the “backlash against democracy  
promotion”  reflect the continued presence of different kinds 
of  dictatorships within all the world  regions.  Authoritarian 
powers such as China, Russia, Iran and Saudi  Arabia have 
 exerted a strong influence in their neighboring regions, 
e.g. in  Central Asia and the Middle East, and will  continue 
 affecting political  dynamics in the future. 

Research on authoritarian politics is thus a major field 
of study at the GIGA.  Research results based on  single 
case studies  as well as cross-regional and intrare-
gional  comparisons highlight  the diversity of strategies  
authoritarian  regimes use in  order to (re)legitimise and 
 stabilise their rule in the  twenty-first century (e.g. on  Africa: 
Basedau/Elischer 201328;  on Asia: Holbig 201329, Holbig/
Giley 201030; on Latin America: Hoffmann 201531; on the 
Middle East: Richter/Bank 201632, Bank/Richter/ Sunik 
201533, Josua/Edel 201534). The GIGA’s position  as a hub 
for national and international  research on  authoritarian 
 regimes is further exemplified  by special issues / forum 
sections (European Journal  of  Political Research 2015, 
54, 4, co-edited by von Soest; Democratization, 2013, 20, 
1; Politische Viertel jahresschrift, 2013, 47, both  co-edited 
by Köllner). With funding from the Leibniz  Association 
the GIGA operates the network International  Diffusion  
and Cooperation of Authoritarian Regimes  (IDCAR; see 
project description on page 34). The network  addresses  
the conceptual and empirical   research challenges  of 
the  international dimension of  authoritarian regimes by 
bringing  together renowned scholars with backgrounds in 
different world  regions as well as in  diverse theoretical and 
methodological   approaches. 

GIGA’s research on the overarching topic of participation  
and accountability includes societal dynamics, such as 
mobilisation and contentious politics, media use, and the 
reassertion of ethnic, religious or other identities  under 
different regime conditions. Under democratic rule, the 
participation of diverse groups of civil society, popular 
mobilisation, and the adoption of inclusive mechanisms 
of representation often contribute to improving account-
ability and regime legitimacy (Schilling- Vacaflor/Flemmer 
forthc.38). At the same time, the prevalence of informal 
practices, such as clientelism, patronage and corruption  
can erode or even override formal democratic account-
ability procedures (Pellicer/Wegner 201339) as well as 
 constitutional  institutions and the rule of law  (Llanos et 
al. forthc.40). All those elements make to the quality  
of  democracy in developing countries, an  important 

Another topic of equal importance researched at the 
GIGA in the context of questions on peace, conflict and 
security relates to the promotion of sustainable peace 
through the design and reform of political institutions (see 
project descriptions on pages 72, 80, and 84). Results  
from different world regions highlight, for instance, the 
potential and limits of power-sharing  arrangements in 
post-conflict societies. These studies   focus on topics  like 
the appropriation of peace processes by elites (Mehler 
20097), but equally point to the recurrent  romanticisation 
of local actors in such peace  processes (Simons et al. 
20138). The studies suggest that implementing an inte-
grative power-sharing  approach is the most promising 
route for bridging major social cleavages  (Rosiny 20159) 
and point to the inability of ethnic party bans to alleviate 
conflict, as well as to the risk of such bans being used 
to oppress the opposition (Basedau/Moroff 201110).   
A special issue of Civil Wars (2013, 15, 1; co-edited by  
Mehler/Kurtenbach11), an annotated database biblio-
graphy  of datasets on institutions and conflict in divided  
societies  (available at datorium), and a forthcoming 
 edited volume  on institutional reforms and peacebuilding  
(Ansorg/ Kurtenbach12) accentuate the emerging 
influence   of GIGA research on institutions for sustainable 
peace. The  institute’s international visibility in this area is 
 supported by the Institutions for Sustainable Peace (ISP) 
network, funded through the Leibniz Competition (see 
project   description on page 68). It was established by the 
GIGA in collaboration with the Department  of Peace and 
 Conflict Research at Uppsala  University, the Graduate  
 Institute of International and  Development Studies/ 
Geneva, the Peace Research Institute oslo, and the 
School of  African and oriental Studies/ London as core 
partners. The GIGA acts as the  network’s central hub of 
research and coordination.

Future GIGA research in this context will also deal 
explicitly  with the question how interventions by outside  
actors try to influence peace and conflict dynamics on 
the national and local level. A project already investigates  
the impact of international sanctions imposed by the UN, 
US and EU. It combines statistical analysis,  qualitative 
 comparative analysis (fsQCA) to establish the char-
acteristics of persistent  authoritarian regimes under 
sanction  pressure and to select country case studies  for 
further  in-depth analysis, and process tracing  in eight 
country  case studies.  These case studies  – Belarus,  
 Eritrea,  Zimbabwe, Colombia,  Syria, North Korea, Iran, 
and  Burundi – are  analysed comparatively. In addition, 
two data sets were created (see project description on 
page 66). Results show the importance of legitimisation  

strategies,  the  relevance of the interplay between  regime 
characteristics,  sanctions and further international   factors, 
and the different  causal pathways leading to regime  
 persistence (Grauvogel/ von Soest 201413) and protest 
(Grauvogel/Licht/von Soest forthc.14). The assessment  
also shows that three  factors mainly drive US and EU 
 policy makers’ decisions to  impose democratic  sanctions: 
the strength of trigger events, coups for  instance, the 
 vulnerability of the target country and the sanctions’ costs 
for their senders (von Soest/Wahman 201515).

The second overarching set of questions investigated at 
the GIGA refers to the challenges of sustainable devel-
opment and inclusive societies. The former encom-
passes  research on issues such as climate change and 
large-scale land acquisitions, the latter refers to aspects 
of inequality, inclusive growth, and employment dynamics. 

Climate change is a central global issue with much 
 relevance to the regions researched by the GIGA, 
 particularly as the growth in greenhouse gas emissions 
over the past two decades has been almost  entirely 
 driven by increasing emissions from developing  countries.  
While research on climate change is often dominated by 
natural sciences, the GIGA’s research is contributing to 
these debates from various social science  perspectives.  
It has yielded insights into country specificities  (e.g. Lay 
et al. 201316) and general patterns of climate govern-
ance and policy (Prys/Wojczewski 201517, Never/Betz 
201418).  Furthermore, both cross-country  studies and 
 single country  and policy case studies  have illustrated 
the  trade-offs  involved in mitigating  climate change while 
achieving economic development.  Research shows that 
developing countries can reduce emissions and thrive 
only if  economic growth is disentangled  from energy- 
related emissions. Efforts should focus on feasible  
mitigation  actions such as fossil-fuel subsidy reform, 
decentralised modern energy and fuel switching in the 
power sector (Jakob et al. 201419). GIGA researchers  
have  secured funding  for a project that  combines these  
different  strands,  systematically compares  mitigation- 
development trade- offs  and  domestic climate gover-
nance  in three fast-growing  emerging economies 
(Mexico, South Africa, Thailand) and also analyses the 
international  climate  governance context (see project 
 description on page 98).

Trade-offs between economic growth and environmental 
and social sustainability are also at the core of a topic 
to which GIGA research is making significant contribu-
tions: the issue of “land-grabbing” or, with less normative  
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the weaknesses of traditional Area Studies – often 
 criticised for the lack of contributions to broader  disci-
plinary  debates and interest in methodological advances  
– while maintaining the key assets of profound area 
knowledge and long-term engagement with the scholarly 
communities from the studied regions, much needed to a 
truly global perspective. 

CAS research designs have been developed and  applied 
at the GIGA, for example, to analyse the influence  
of religion  on conflicts in different world regions, to 
 understand to what extent judicial independence  
 prevails in new  democracies of the regions of  Africa and 
South America, to investigate the challenges related to 
reconciling  economic development with climate change 
in fast-growing economies in Africa, Latin America and 
Asia, and to compare sub-national units within  post-
conflict countries with regard to power-sharing  effects or 
alternative forms of security provision. The  experiences 
collected in these and many  other GIGA  projects clearly  
show the added value of the CAS approach. It can, first, 
mutually enrich  the theoretical  and conceptual repertoires,  
analytical  frameworks, and methodological toolboxes of 
both the respective   sub- disciplines  (Comparative  Politics, 
Peace and Conflict  Studies, Inter national Relations, or 
Development  Economics) and area-specific studies  
in question.   Further, it helps to find out whether both 
 social phenomena  and theories are geographically and/
or  culturally bound and to delimit the scope of  concepts 
by determining whether – and how far – these concepts 
can “travel.” Thirdly and finally, the CAS  approach has the 
 potential to develop and form new  theories and concepts 
on the basis of comparative,  context-sensitive evidence.

The CAS approach is complemented by multi-level 
 research. While the former builds the horizontal axis of 
GIGA’s research, the latter constitutes the vertical axis 
which serves to identify interdependencies between 
the local, national, regional, and global level. GIGA 
researchers  pay special attention to interactions from 
the local to the global level and investigate how devel-
opments in the countries of the “Global South” shape 
and/or are affected by global transitions. Through its 
close collaboration with leading institutions and its 
 Research  Platforms in the regions, the GIGA is able to 
identify relevant   challenges – which are increasingly  being 
generated  outside  of the global centres – early and to 
translate them into research topics.

An example of the multi-level approach of the GIGA 
– which in most cases goes hand in hand with the 

 comparative approach described above – is the IDCAR 
network, which deals with the diffusion and cooperation  
of authoritarian regimes. Members of the IDCAR network 
employ large-N quantitative studies as well as small-N 
comparisons  and single-case studies for studying the 
 impact of the behavior of authoritarian regimes on various  
levels. Similar research designs are also success fully 
 applied, for example, in the GIGA’s research on large-
scale land acquisitions, on the dynamics of emigrant  
 policies, on youth in postwar societies, or on the relation-
ship  between ethnicity, religion and conflict.

The third attribute of GIGA’s research is its pluralistic 
approach. The GIGA is a place where different onto-
logical, epistemological and methodological approaches  
grounded in the social sciences are combined with 
 approaches focusing on the historical, philosophical, and 
cultural foundations of developments in various world 
 regions. The GIGA’s research identifies and works with  
the views from these regions. Such a pluralistic approach 
has the potential to challenge conventional theories and 
supposed empirical regularities that implicitly or explicitly 
build on observations from the “Global North”.

The GIGA is the only institute of its kind that enjoys a 
comparative advantage in rich empirical research in and 
across the regions. Via its CAS strength, it has built a 
solid reputation for studying the countries in the regions 
on their own terms. It has always been open to a range 
of methodological approaches and its scholars  show a 
collective eclecticism in their theoretical  approaches. 
The GIGA is thus well-placed to consciously address the 
theoretical limitations that derive from Western-driven 
scholarship and to systematically draw on the historical  
experiences and philosophical and cultural traditions of 
the countries that form a part of its various projects. The 
institute is now drawing concertedly and explicitly on 
these strengths. 

one example is the work of early-career GIGA scholars  
working  on the “Joy of Destruction”, where they focus  on 
 developing countries to investigate the conditions  under  
which standard (often Western- centric)  expectations 
of cooperative outcomes do not in fact play out. This 
work has potentially remarkable and counterintuitive 
 implications for the assumed benefits of competition,  and 
thereby challenges some of the fundamental  premises 
of standard economic theory. Another example is an 
 innovative project in the pipeline  on the different political 
ideas deriving from the  rising powers, which may help 
to come up with a normative theory on global govern-

 research question  at the GIGA. Its scholars  investigate 
electoral politics (with a  focus on marginalised  popula-
tions), questions of citizenship and migration, relations 
between state institutions and problems of horizontal  
accountability  (such as judicial independence),  and 
politics  of  social movements and protest (see project 
 descriptions on pages 26, 28, 36, and 40).

Power relationships and ideas  influence many of 
these issues and are also affected by politics at the 
 local and national level. This interplay  between the vari-
ous  levels is especially strong in the case of regional 
powers.  Given their economic clout, population  size 
and innovation   potential, countries such as China, In-
dia, Brazil, or South Africa exert considerable influence 
on the stability of  financial markets, the way to deal with 
climate change, the effectiveness of security  regimes, or 
the application of international  human rights norms, to 
name but a few. Regional/rising  powers are demanding  
greater leverage in international institutions and have 
developed active  foreign policies with institutional and 
discursive strategies at the global and  regional levels to 
realise these demands. They also bring to  international 
negotiations distinct understandings  about international 
justice and global equality, as well as distinct worldviews 
about cooperation and international law, that need to 
be taken into account (Narlikar 2015b41). There is still 
 substantial  uncertainty about what these states want, 
how challenging  their  demands are to the existing  liberal 
order and whether  existing  institutions can accom-
modate them.

The GIGA started investigating these developments 
a decade ago and was among the first institutes to 
 systematically examine the activities of regional  powers 
from a comparative and multi-level perspective.  GIGA 
 researchers together with colleagues from the University  
of oxford, Sciences Po/Paris and the University  of 
 Hamburg established the Regional Powers Network  in 
2008 (see project description on page 138). They have 
provided  conceptual tools to identify regional powers 
 (Nolte 201042), discussed the role of regions (Flemes/ 
Nabers/Nolte (eds.) 201243), dealt with aspects  of 
global redistribution (Nel/Nabers/Hanif (eds.) 201244), 
investigated  the role of ideational leadership  (Flemes/ 
Wojczewski 201145) and developed analytical  categories  
that help question the assumption that these states, 
above all, are mere power-seekers without much 
concern  for the  stability of the international system 
(Destradi 201046). They also have identified reactions of 
secondary  powers in the regions – such as Pakistan, 

Japan and Colombia – as influential determinants of the 
trajectory of regional powers’ rise (Ebert/Flemes/Strüver 
201447, Flemes/Wehner 201548, Flemes/Lobell 201549). 
The structural, behavioural, historical, and  domestic 
drivers  of secondary powers’ strategic reactions are 
 being  investigated in the research project Contested 
Leadership: Power Politics in South America, South Asia 
and Sub-Saharan Africa, funded through a Schumpeter 
 Fellowship by the Volkswagen Foundation (see project 
description on page 126).

A second focus of research in the context of the overall 
question on global power shifts is related to the intercon-
nections between ideas, processes, and agency in global 
politics. GIGA researchers have started investigating to 
what extent ideas constitute, assign, and deny agency 
in politics across the globe, and how politically relevant 
ideas emerge and diffuse. Demand for new ideas is 
 especially high when power relations are fluid, when new 
powerful actors enter the scene, and when strategies are 
unclear or lack consensus. 

Methodological Toolkit

The approach GIGA researchers take when investigating 
the global transitions outlined above is characterised by 
four key attributes: comparative, multi-level, pluralistic, 
and interdisciplinary.  of course, not all of these attributes  
can be found in every single project in this Research 
Plan, but together they make a powerful toolbox for the 
institute’s research (Narlikar 201650).

The first is already an established trademark of the 
GIGA. The institute has been a pioneer in formulating 
and  implementing the approach of Comparative Area 
Studies  (CAS). This approach combines the context  
sensitivity  and knowledge of Area Studies with the 
 explicit use of comparative methods. The comparative  
perspective  encompasses inter- and cross-regional 
 approaches as well as intra-regional comparisons. The 
three forms of comparisons  generate both contributions 
to broader disciplinary, theoretical debates and better  
insights into the specific cases under study  (Basedau/
Köllner  200751).  CAS serves as an analytical bridge 
 between global cross-country studies aimed at universal  
explanations on the one hand and individualising, empiri-
cally “thick” case studies on the other. CAS has come of 
age and has  become an approach of choice for scholars  
based in  Europe, the United States and beyond  (Ahram/
Köllner/Sil52). The CAS approach promises to  overcome 
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It also relates to the way the GIGA reaches out to different  
audiences and contributes to academic, political, and 
societal debates and to the way its structures and 
 processes are designed. Through its global approach 

to scholarship - global in content, reach, and structure – 
the GIGA aims to serve as an intellectual bridge between 
 theory and practice, and also between theories, frame-
works and cases from different parts of the world. 

ance based on  “Legitimate Multipolarity”.  The project 
 combines  International  Political Theory’s interest in the 
theorisation of political legitimacy for a multipolar  world 
with Comparative Political Theory’s  focus on politi-
cal thinking outside the “Western” world. The  input and 
output dimensions of legitimacy under the condition of 
multipolarity are  assessed in three different  arenas of 
global governance, which  together characterise today’s 
complex multipolarity: global public good provision  via 
WTo negotiations, club good provision via rising powers’ 
prioritisation of their respective neighbourhoods, and the 
provision of alternative orders via minilateral  alliances and 
new institutions (see project  description on page 136).

The benefits of adopting this pluralistic approach are first 
and foremost intellectual: getting this right will help to fill 
some significant gaps in existing theories. But there are 
also important policy implications. For instance, under-
standing the world-views, philosophical traditions and 
historical experiences of the countries of the “Global 
South” is important in a world of global transitions,  
 especially as a primarily Western core expands to  include 
rising powers belonging to the so-called “rest” with 
different  political traditions and economic priorities.  By 
way of example, several distinguished scholars of Inter-
national Relations would have us believe that the dead-
locks and conflicts that we see across global institutions 
today are only over authority, i.e. who makes the rules, 
rather than the rules themselves. There is an astonishing 
lack of understanding of the rich and proud traditions that 
the rising powers bring to the negotiating  table, and the 
fact that they may have different interests and different 
values and norms to pursue. Even a cursory  look at the 
societies , polities, economies and cultures of the “rest” 
in the international system would at least  problematise 
these Western- centric assumptions. The GIGA, by 
adopting a pluralistic approach, has the potential  to 
make not only scholarship more global, but also policy 
more inclusive and more effective.

Finally, academic work at the GIGA is characterised 
by the close interaction of researchers from different  
 disciplinary backgrounds. While the academic staff 
consists predominantly of political scientists, the GIGA 
has systematically recruited economists, sociologists, 
historians, and anthropologists during the past few years. 
Interdisciplinary research presents several challenges 
that the GIGA aims to address.

The first challenge is related to the different epistemo-
logical  and methodological approaches that  exist in the 

various disciplines. Researchers have to learn to bridge 
cultural gaps between the disciplines, to reflect on and 
go beyond disciplinary jargons, to communicate about 
the meaning of concepts, and to  appreciate the differing  
of perspectives and methods. An important way of 
dealing  with these issues at the GIGA is problem-oriented  
 research which is driven by the complexity and demands 
of the societal problem itself and which thus  exceeds the 
reach of a single discipline. The fact that clearly defined 
projects form the backbone of the institute’s academic 
activities creates an opportunity for  integrated research 
from problem definition through to research design and 
implementation. This has been  especially enriching  in 
terms of methodology. Many GIGA research projects 
use multi-method approaches,  combining different 
quantitative  and qualitative methods and making use 
of a  combination of large-N analysis and small-N case 
studies,  as can be seen in the project  descriptions.

Another challenge refers to the organisation of interdis-
ciplinary research. The skills of the staff, the dynamics  
of research groups, and the exercise of leadership 
are key elements in this context. During the past years 
the  theoretical and methodological skills of the GIGA’s 
 academic staff have been developed systematically by 
training and recruiting activities. GIGA researchers typi-
cally are familiar with a number of countries from one of 
the regions of the “Global South”, are trained in a  social 
 sciences discipline and find unraveling a comparative 
and interdisciplinary issue at least as interesting  as their 
own region or discipline. Engaging in such  research 
is  facilitated by the GIGA’s research structure, which 
consists  of a matrix of regional institutes and cross- 
cutting interdisciplinary research programmes. The 
institute  further aims at promoting interdisciplinarity by 
dedicated leadership and by an organisational climate 
that is conducive to creative approaches.

Finally, also the academic landscape as such constitutes 
a challenge. Pursuing a career, publishing in high-impact 
journals or acquiring funding doesn’t necessarily get 
easier when interdisciplinary research is conducted. The 
GIGA tries to deal with this challenge by paying special 
attention to the internal quality assurance for research 
proposals and publications and by putting an emphasis 
on career development of its staff.

Research at the GIGA is driven by the conviction that in 
an increasingly globalised world also scholarship needs 
to become truly global. This refers to the content of and 
approaches to the institute’s research, as laid out above. 

Research Structure
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The research structure of the GIGA reflects the institute’s  
mission. At its core is a matrix that combines four regional  
institutes and four research programmes. All scholars are 
affiliated with one regional institute and are members 
of at least one research programme. This  guarantees a 
 continuous exchange of knowledge  between the units of 
the matrix and stimulates the institute’s research. 

The regional institutes – the Institute of African Affairs 
(IAA), the Institute of Asian Studies (IAS), the Institute of 
Latin American Studies (ILAS), and the Institute of Middle  
East Studies (IMES) – are the permanent units of the 
matrix. They bring in the necessary area competence, 
maintain close ties to their respective regions, coordinate 
the GIGA’s Research Platforms, and act as hubs for the 
area studies communities. The performance of three of 
the  institutes was rated as “very good” in the Leibniz’s 
evaluation  report on the GIGA in 2015, the Institute  of 
 African Affairs was rated as “excellent”.

The four research programmes (RP) are the more 
flexible  units of the matrix. They are designed in a way 
that they promote the comparative, multi-level, pluralistic  
and  interdisciplinary approach presented above. They 
 provide corridors for impactful research around a set of 
overarching  questions The common theme that unites 
the members of Research Programme 1 – “Accountability 
and Participation” – is  socio-political dynamics in  Africa, 
Asia, Latin America, and the Middle East. Its scholars 
study institutional change, political processes, and social 
developments in inclusive and restrictive  political contexts 
and analyse the effects of different forms of participation 
and mobilisation on accountability  and regime  legitimacy.  
Members of Research Programme 2 – “Peace and 
 Security” – deal with the overarching question of how to 
overcome conflict, and how to create sustainable  peace. 
They analyse how identities and  ideologies, institutional 
arrangements as well as international  interventions  affect 
peace and conflict dynamics in the 21st century. The re-
lationship between economic growth and sustainable 
and inclusive development is addressed in the context 
of Research Programme 3 – “Growth and Development”. 

Its members pay special attention to the questions  how 
global socio-economic transitions influence  patterns  
of growth and structural change in the regions of the 
“Global  South”, and vice versa. They investigate whether 
these patterns are inclusive and sustainable, and how 
possible  trade-offs between growth,  inclusiveness, and 
sustainability  can be overcome. Given the rise of the 
BRICS, but also the growing influence of transnational 
non-state  actors, members of Research Programme 4 
– “Power and Ideas” – seek to explain and understand 
different phenomena  and processes concerning power 
and ideas and to  investigate the links between power 
and ideas across the globe – that is, at the local, national, 
regional, and international levels. 

The heads of the eight academic units, together with 
the GIGA president, the academic director of the GIGA 
 doctoral programme and the institute’s research manager 
constitute the Research Council. The Research Council  
develops the research agenda, elaborates the annual 
 research plan and discusses strategic and material  
 options that affect the GIGA’s research capacities. 

Binding decisions are taken by the Executive Board 
which – following the goal of equal opportunity at the 
GIGA – strategically guides the institute, manages the  
allocation of human and financial resources, and 
 formulates  the programme budget. The Executive Board 
is chaired by the president, who directs the foundation  
internally and represents it externally. It is advised and 
monitored by external committees (the Academic 
Advisory  Board, the Board of Trustees, the Council for 
Financial  Affairs), whose members represent academia, 
politics and  business. 

Four service departments – the GIGA Information 
 Centre, the publications department, the communications  
 department and the central administration – support the 
academic staff in their work and help to disseminate 
the GIGA’s research findings to academic audiences, 
decision- makers, the media and the broader public.
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Research Projects

 Anti-Corruption Policies Revisited. Global Trends and European Responses to the Challenge of Corruption 
 (ANTICORP) (Dr. Christian von Soest, Dr. Thomas Richter, Prof. Dr. Detlef Nolte, Dr. Jana Warkotsch)

 Civil Society Organisations as Supporters of Authoritarian Rule? A Cross-Regional Comparison (Vietnam, Algeria, 
Mozambique) (Prof. Dr. Patrick Köllner, Bettina Bunk, Jasmin Lorch, Dr. Jörg Wischermann) 

 desiguALdades.net – Migration and Unequal Citizenship (Prof. Dr. Bert Hoffmann, Dr. Henio Hoyo) 

 Ethnic Voting in Latin America (Prof. Dr. Detlef Nolte, Aline-Sophia Hirseland, Dr. Almut Schilling-Vacaflor,  
Dr. Oliver Strijbis, Siri Völker) 

 Ideological Change and Regime Legitimacy in China (Prof. Dr. Heike Holbig, Maria Bondes, Dr. Sandra Heep) 

 International Diffusion and Cooperation of Authoritarian Regimes – IDCAR Network (Maria Josua, Dr.  André Bank, 
Julia Grauvogel, Prof. Dr. Bert Hoffmann, Dr. Thomas Richter, Dr. Christian von Soest, Georg Strüver)

 Judicial (In)dependence in New Democracies. Courts, Presidents and Legislatures in Latin America and  
Sub-Saharan Africa (Dr. Mariana Llanos, Charlotte Heyl, Jun-Prof. Dr. Alexander Stroh, Cordula Tibi Weber) 

 Political Regimes, Reduction of Poverty and Inequality (NOPOOR) (Dr. Marina Dodlova, Anna Giolbas,  
Apl. Prof. Dr Jann Lay) 

 Polities beyond Borders. The New Dynamics of Emigrant Politics and Policies in Latin America  
(Prof. Dr. Bert  Hoffmann, Pau Palop García, Dr. Luicy Pedroza) 

 The Effects of Electoral Reform on Party Systems and Parliamentary Representation in Japan and New Zealand  
(Prof. Dr. Patrick Köllner) 

 The Institutional Presidency in Latin America (Dr. Mariana Llanos, Carolina Guerrero, Anne Hoffmann,  
Prof. Dr. Detlef Nolte, Cordula Tibi Weber) 

 The Return of Race-based Inequalities in Contemporary Cuba: Analyzing the Impact of Past Migration and Current 
Reforms (Prof. Dr. Bert Hoffmann, Prof. Dr. Katrin Hansing)

Dissertations by Fellows of the GIGA Doctoral Programme

Dissertations by Associates of the GIGA Doctoral Programme

>> Research Programme 1: 
 Accountability and Participation 

Name (Working) Title Supervisor Funding

Guerrero, Carolina
A Comparative Analysis of First Ladies in 
Latin America, 1990 – 2014

Prof. Dr. Detlef Nolte self-funded

Hoffmann,  
Anne M.

Institutional Determinants of Strategic 
Behaviour of South-American 
Governments in the UNASUR)

Prof. Dr. Detlef Nolte / 
Prof. Dr. Patrick Köllner

Friedrich-Ebert-
Foundation

Peters, Ina

Cohesion and Fragmentation in the Social 
Movement against Belo Monte: How 
Frames and Identities Promote Movement 
Dynamics

Prof. Dr. Kai-Uwe 
Schnapp

GIGA

Rosales,  
María Isabel

The Determinants of State-led 
Transnationalism: A Comparative Study of 
Central American Sending States and their 
Emigration Policies

Prof. Dr. Detlef Nolte self-funded

Name (Working) Title Supervisor Funding

Bellgardt, Jan

The Development Concept of ,,Buen 
Vivir” and its Institutions- An Analysis 
of the Political Economy of Ecuador’s 
Transformation Policy

Prof. Dr. Detlef Nolte Fraunhofer MOEZ

Bondes, Maria
A Burning Issue: Waste Incineration and 
the Diffusion of Environmental Contention 
in Urban and Rural China

Prof. Dr. Michael 
Friedrich / Prof. Dr. 
Björn Alpermann

Project: Ideological 
Change and Regime 
Legitimacy in China

Heyl, Charlotte
The Contribution of Constitutional Courts 
to the Democratic Quality of Elections in 
Sub-Saharan Africa

Prof. Dr. Christof  
Hartmann

Project: Judicial (In)
dependence in New 
Democracies. 

Hirseland,  
Aline-Sophia

The Decline of Ethnicisation? Ethnic Voting 
and Ethnic Politics in Bolivia, Ecuador and 
Mexico

Prof. Dr. Detlef Nolte
Project: Ethnic 
Voting in Latin 
America

Palop García,  
Pau

The Political Representation of Emigrants 
in their States of Origin: Lessons from Latin 
America”

Prof. Dr. Bert Hoffmann
Project: Polities 
beyond Borders 
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Dissertations by Associates of the GIGA Doctoral Programme

Name (Working) Title Supervisor Funding

Strüver, Georg
The Chinese Road to Power: (Cross-)
Regional Networks and Influence in Global 
Politics

Prof. Dr. Detlef Nolte

Project: International 
Diffusion and 
Cooperation of 
Authoritarian Regimes 

Tibi Weber, 
Cordula

Explaining the Role of Courts in New 
Democracies: The Cases of Chile and 
Paraguay

Prof. Dr. Detlef Nolte
Project: Judicial (In)
dependence in New 
Democracies. 

Völker, Siri Kristina

Social Movements, Political Parties and 
Elections: Examining the Accommodation 
of Afro-Descendant Demands in the 
Legislative Process in Brazil

Prof. Dr. Detlef Nolte
Project: Ethnic 
Voting in Latin 
America

Witt, Lukas

Die Beziehungen der KPCh und der 
koreanischen Minderheit in der VR China 
(The Relationship between the CPC 
and the Korean Minority in the People’s 
Republic of China)

Prof. Dr. Nele Noesselt

Project: Concepts of 
Political Change and 
Legitimate Modes of 
Governance in the 
People’s Republic of 
China

Concluded Doctoral Studies 2015

Name (Working) Title Supervisor Funding

Darwich, May
The Interplay of Ideational and Material 
Forces in Threat Perception: Saudi and 
Syrian Choices in Middle East Wars

Prof. Dr. Juliet Kaarbo / 
Dr. Adham Saouli

Project: International 
Diffusion and 
Cooperation of 
Authoritarian 
Regimes

Lucas, Viola The Effects of Autocracies on Governance
Prof. Dr. Stefan Voigt /  
Prof. Dr. Erich 
Gundlach

Project: Stability 
and Change of 
Authoritarian Regimes

>> Research Projects 1:  
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ANTICORRP: Anti-Corruption Policies Revisited 
– Global Trends and European Responses to the 
Challenge of Corruption

>> Team: Dr. Christian von Soest, Dr. Thomas Richter, Prof. Dr. Detlef Nolte,  
 Dr. Jana Warkotsch

>> Duration: 2012 – 2017

>> Funding: EC, 7th Framework Programme (FP7)

Preliminary 
Results

Preliminary findings from the first work package indicate that successful control of corruption 
results from a specific interplay of material and power opportunities as well as legal and normative 
constraints. The following countries were identified as regional achievers: Botswana, Chile, Costa 
Rica, Qatar, Rwanda, South Korea, Taiwan and Uruguay, which were then subject to in-depth case 
studies studying their historical development. 

For the second work package Ghana, Tanzania, Egypt and Tunisia were chosen due to the 
high volume of aid each country receives from the EU. Results are expected by spring 2016. 
However,  first insights raise doubts about a linear relationship between aid and the development of 
governance  regimes conducive to the fight of corruption

Cooperation  
Partners

- ANTICORRP Consortium  (21 partners led by Quality of Government Institute, University of 
 Gothenburg, Sweden)

Selected 
Events

- “How to Foster Good Governance and Anti-Corruption in European Development Aid”, GIGA Talk, 
Berlin, 19.05.2016 (J. Warkotsch).

- “Comparing Corruption Around The World: Are There Area-Specific Trends and Explanations?”, 
paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Comparative Politics Section, German Association 
of Political Science (DVPW), Leipzig, 11.10.2013 (T. Richter, C. von Soest).

- “Corruption and Political Power from a Comparative Area Perspective”, panel at the Annual 
 Meeting of the Comparative Politics Section, German Association of Political Science (DVPW), 
Leipzig, 11.10.2013 (T. Richter, C. von Soest).

- “Corruption and Governance Improvement in Global and Continental Perspective”, ANTICORRP 
workshop, Hamburg, 25 – 27.10.2013 (C. von Soest, T. Richter, S. Maaß)

Selected  
Publications: 

- Soest, Christian von (2013), Persistent Systemic Corruption: Why Democratization and Eco-
nomic Liberalization have Failed to Undo an Old Evil. A Six-Country Analysis, in: Zeitschrift für 
 Vergleichende Politikwissenschaft, Comparative Governance and Politics, 7, 57 – 87.

- Soest, Christian von, Karsten Bechle, Nina Korte (2011), How Neopatrimonialism Affects Tax 
Administration: A Comparative Study of Three World Regions, in: Third World Quarterly, 32, 7, 
1307–1329.

- Soest, Christian von (2009), The African State and Its Revenues. How Politics Influences Tax 
 Collection in Zambia and Botswana, Baden-Baden: Nomos.

Research 
Questions

The main research questions of the ANTICORRP consortium are:
- What are the causes of corruption? What accounts for low levels of corruption?
- How does corruption impact societies?
- How do corruption levels differ between regions? What accounts for these differences?
- What impact does the behaviour of governmental and non-state actors have on the fight against 
corruption?

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

While there is increasing awareness of corruption, as well as an interest in curtailing it, there has 
been no systematic research on questions relating to the transition of particularistic societies 
towards those characterised by ethical universalism – that is, public good-oriented governance. 
There is also a lack of consensus regarding definitions, possible causes, and effective measures  
of fighting  corruption. The main aim of ANTICORRP is therefore to align different concepts 
and  insights through interdisciplinary research. Existing research gaps shall be addressed by 
a  comparison of EU countries’ trajectories with neighbouring states and a global sample of 
countries.  In this framework, the GIGA project comparatively analyses country cases in Latin 
America, Africa, Asia and the Middle East and studies patterns and trends of corruption within 
each of the four regions.

Research Design 
and Methods

In a first step governance regimes worldwide were diagnosed, using well known indicators of good 
governance and corruption. Based on this large-N quantitative study, countries were identified that 
were successful in reducing corruption and the respective countries´ trajectories were analysed 
in more detail. Based on these case studies, the most effective countries in fighting corruption 
were selected for more in-depth process tracing. Being situated in different world regions, their 
comparison aided in discovering and explaining intra- and inter-regional variation to gain a better  
understanding of why various societies developed different equilibria of political accountability 
and control of corruption. In a second step that has started in the fall of 2014, four cases situated 
in Africa and North Africa were selected to explore the intersection between EU assistance and 
development. The specific focus is on the effectiveness of EU aid in promoting good governance 
and the fight against corruption. 
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Cooperation  
Partners

- Prof. Dr. Bui The Cuong, Southern Institute for Sustainable Development/Vietnamese Academy of 
Social Sciences (SISD), Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam

- Prof. Dr. Larbi Icheboudene, Faculté des Sciences Humaines et Sociales, Université d’Alger, 
 Algeria (2013/14)

- Prof. Dr. Louisa Ait Hamadouche, Faculté des Sciences Politiques et des Relations 
Internationales,  Université d’Alger,  Algeria (2014/15)

- Prof. Dr. Larbi Mehdi, Faculté des Sciences Sociales, Université d’Oran, Algeria
- Prof. Dr. Samuel Quive, Faculdade de Letras e Ciencias Sociais, Universidade Eduardo Mondlane, 
Maputo, Mozambique

Selected 
Events

- “Zivilgesellschaftsorganisationen als Unterstützer autoritärer Herrschaft? Algerien, Mosambik und 
Vietnam im Vergleich” (Civil Society Organisations as Supporters of Authoritarian Rule? Algeria, 
Mozambique, and Vietnam in Comparison), GIGA Talk, Berlin, 22.10.2015 (B. Bunk, J. Lorch, J. 
Wischermann).

- “The role of Civic Organisations in Transition Economies – Comparing Experiences in Algeria, 
Mozambique and Vietnam”, paper presented at the conference “The Role of Social Organisations 
in a Modern Market Economy”, Ho Chi Minh-City, 27.09.2015 (J. Wischermann).

- “Gender Politics, Authoritarian Regime Resilience, and the Role of Civil Society: A Comparison of 
Algeria and Mozambique”, paper presented at the APSA Annual Meeting 2015, San Francisco, 
03.09.2015 (J. Lorch).

- “Tackling Performance Crises by Engineering Civil Society: Legitimation Strategies and 
Authoritarian  Resilience in Algeria and Mozambique”, paper presented at the Annual Meeting of 
the Comparative Politics Section, German Association of Political Science (DVPW), Hamburg, 
26.02.2015 (B. Bunk, J. Lorch).

Selected  
Publications: 

- Bunk, Bettina (forthc.), Playing the Informal – Governance, Political Elites, and External Actors 
in Mozambique, in: Grimm / Weiffen (eds.), Domestic Elites and External Actors in Post-conflict 
Democratization.

- Wischermann, Jörg, Bettina Bunk, Patrick Köllner, and Jasmin Lorch (2015), Zivilgesellschaftliche 
Organisationen in Autokratien: Akteure des Wandels? (Civil Society Organisations in Autocracies: 
Actors of Change?), GIGA Focus Global, 06/2015.

- Wischermann, Jörg, Bui The Cuong, Nguyen Quang Vinh, Dang Thi Viet Phuong, and Nguyen 
Thi Minh Chau (2015), Under the State's Thumb: Results from an Empirical Survey of Civic 
Organisations  in Vietnam, GIGA Working Paper, No. 276, July 2015.

- Wischermann, Jörg (2013), Zivilgesellschaften als Stütze autoritärer Regime. Das Beispiel 
 vietnamesischer zivilgesellschaftlicher Organisationen (Civil Society Organisations as Supporters 
of Authoritarian Regimes: The Example of Vietnamese Civil Society Organisations), in: Politische 
Vierteljahresschrift, Special Issue on “Autocracies in Comparison”, 47, 324 – 353. 

- Wischermann, Jörg (2011), Governance and Civil Society Action in Vietnam. Changing the Rules 
from Within – Potentials and Limits, in: Asian Politics and Policies, 3, 3, 383 – 411.

>> Team: Prof. Dr. Patrick Köllner, Bettina Bunk, Jasmin Lorch,  
 Dr. Jörg Wischermann

>> Duration: 2013 – 2016

>> Funding: German Research Foundation (DFG)

Research 
Questions

The project explores in which ways civil society organisations (CSOs) contribute to the preservation  
or weakening of the authoritarian state’s infrastructural and discursive power. It is based on cross-
regional comparisons of CSOs in the post-socialist countries Algeria, Mozambique, and Vietnam. 
The basic assumption is that CSOs and the state form an interdependent whole in which the two 
sides reciprocally influence each other. Which features CSOs develop, and which effects their various 
activities might have, become apparent only from a relational perspective and by  analysing these 
relationships of dependence and influence. CSOs are thus “polyvalent” (Kössler).

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

Research on authoritarian regimes and civil society lacks theoretically based and cross-regional 
comparisons regarding what the power of the authoritarian state is based on and how this power 
is preserved. The variety of roles that CSOs play in this context is also under-researched. The 
project’s main contribution to the international research will thus be the generation of new and 
complex hypotheses on the interdependency between activities by CSOs and the preservation/
weakening of various forms of authoritarian state power. 

Research Design 
and Methods

The cross-regional comparison of three most-similar cases includes all the CSOs in the capitals 
of Vietnam, Algeria and Mozambique, as well as those in one additional large city per country. All 
three post-socialist and post-colonial countries have authoritarian political regimes. Each of the 
three countries has experienced a phase of civil war in recent decades. 

The project’s basic assumption is that CSOs and the state are interrelated and interdependent. The 
features that CSOs develop and the effect their various activities might have become apparent only 
from a relational perspective and through the analysis of these mutual relations and interdependencies. 
These interdependencies and the polyvalency of CSOs (Kössler) are explored in two steps:

First, we investigated the context in which various types of CSOs develop authoritarian and 
authoritarianism-supportive and democratic and democracy-conducive features – or mixtures of 
both – in their internal structures and activities, and in the worldviews of their representatives. We 
also investigated how such features are related to particular understandings of civil society. Here 
we applied a tested typology of CSOs and three criteria checklists. Second, we examined whether 
and in which ways various types of CSOs that deliver services in the health sector and CSOs 
that are involved in the formulation and implementation of economic policies help strengthen or 
weaken the infrastructural power of the state. We also examined how various types of CSOs help 
strengthen or weaken the discursive power of gender norms propagated by the state. 

Preliminary 
Results

In all three countries, the infrastructural power of the state strongly influences – at least indirectly 
– the internal decision-making processes, the choice of activities, and the selection of leadership 
personnel in and by the CSOs studied. While CSOs in Algeria and Vietnam tend to strengthen 
the power of the state in the area of health (combatting HIV/AIDS), CSOs in Mozambique tend 
the weaken the power of the state in this area by helping to improve the self-determination and 
autonomy of the people concerned. In all three countries, CSOs representing business people and 
professions have been co-opted by the state. In all three countries CSOs help to strengthen the 
discursive power of the state in the area of gender equality. The political role of CSOs in authori-
tarian regimes always reflects the interdependencies between the state and CSOs in question. In 
stronger states (here: Vietnam) but also in weaker states (here: Algeria) and even in fragile states 
(here: Mozambique) the power of the state tends to be greater and more determining that than of 
civil society and its organisations.

Civil Society Organisations as Supporters of  
Authoritarian Rule? A Cross-Regional Comparison 
(Vietnam, Algeria, Mozambique)
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Preliminary 
Results

Preliminary results show profound differences in the region as to the policies applied to diasporas 
abroad and those applied to migrants in the country. For instance, in 1998 Mexico re-defined its 
citizenship-by-birth as ‘permanent’, therefore allowing dual citizenship. Then, in 2005 external 
 voting rights were introduced. All these benefited Mexican communities abroad. In contrast to 
this ‘external liberalisation’, foreign residents in Mexico itself are still legally deprived of all kind of 
political rights, and also face important restrictions in both civic and labour ones. Such unequal 
treatment also applies to other communities such as naturalised citizens or dual nationals living 
in Mexico. All this points at a strong influence of ideological (e.g. nationalist) considerations, and 
goes against the current trends in Latin America, where more liberal policies towards migrants are 
increasingly been adopted, including political rights in the local level.

Cooperation  
Partners

- Institute for Latin American Studies, Berlin, FU Berlin, Germany (lead institution)
- Ibero-American Institute of the Prussian Cultural Heritage Foundation, Berlin, Germany

Selected 
Events

- “Rethinking Equality: Interdependent Inequalities in Latin America”, International Conference of the 
Research Network on Interdependent Inequalities in Latin America, Berlin, 03.–04.03.2016.

- “Half-Citizens of Dubious Loyalties: Limits to the Political Rights of Dual Nationals in Mexico 
Spreading Citizenship”, presentation at the 2015 EUDO Dissemination Conference, Florence, 
27.11.2015 (H. Hoyo).

- “Institutionalized Discrimination: Naturalized Citizens and Dual Nationals in Mexico”, presentation 
at the DesiguALdades Colloquium “Inequalities and Citizenship”, Hamburg, 13.11.2015 (H. Hoyo).

- “Inequalities and Citizenship”, desiguALdades/GIGA workshop, Hamburg, 13.11.2015.
- “Second-class Citizens: The Unequal Status of Naturalized Mexicans”, presentation at the 
International Conference “Naturalization Policies and Practices in the Global South”, Cologne, 
02.07.2015 (H. Hoyo).

Selected 
Publications

- Hoyo, Heino (forthc.), Report on Citizenship Law: Honduras.. Florence, Italy: EUDO Citizenship 
Observatory - Robert Schuman Centre, EUI

- Hoyo, Heino (2016), Second-class Citizens: Naturalization Policies in Mexico, in: Migration letters, 
1, 13, 2016, 100 – 115.

- Hoyo, Heino (2015), Apertura externa, exclusión interna. El Nacionalismo Revolucionario y los 
derechos de migrantes, mexicanos por naturalización, y doble nacionales en México,  
in: Desigualdades.net Working Papers, No 87.

- Hoyo, Henio (2015) Report on Citizenship Law: Mexico. Florence, Italy: EUDO Citizenship 
 Observatory - Robert Schuman Centre, EUI

- Hoyo, Henio (2015), Changes and Constants in Mexican Nationalism, in:  
B. Schröter (ed.), The Political System of Mexico, Wiesbaden: Springer, 53 – 68

- Hoffman, Bert (2010), Bringing Hirschman Back In: “Exit”, “Voice”, and “Loyalty” in the Politics of 
Transnational Migration, in: The Latin Americanist, 54, 2, 57 – 73.

>> Team: Prof. Dr. Bert Hoffmann, Dr. Henio Hoyo 

>> Duration: 2014 – 2016

>> Funding: Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF)

Research 
Questions

The project addresses the dilemma of migration as a form to overcome socio-economic 
inequalities  embedded in the international hierarchy of states while at the same time calling into 
question the citizenship status of the migrants, creating new inequalities and dependence on the 
political spaces for negotiation within the framework of the receiving nation-state. It hence asks 
how two current trends a) to extend citizenship rights to non-citizen migrants (denizens) in the 
country of residence, and b) to extend rights to emigrated citizens in the country of origin (diaspora 
engagement policies) reshape the nature of citizenship and how this impacts on the stratification 
of multi-dimensional inequalities.

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

International research on social inequalities has moved beyond uni-dimensional models focused 
on income or class cleavages to include multiple dimensions and modalities of inequalities such 
as those based on gender or ethnic identities. However, even these broader approaches, as 
forwarded  in the inter-sectionality literature, has scarcely addressed the impact of transnational 
relations and the implications of mass migration on societal inequalities. In analysing the unequal 
citizenship status of the migrants in regard to both the country of origin as that of destiny the 
research project thus addresses a blind spot of current research on interdependent inequalities. 
Moreover it fills a gap by explicitly linking this analytical perspective on the changing nature of 
societies with the empirical study on governmental initiatives to reach out to their diaspora or to 
promote the entitlement of non-citizen residents, thus changing the forms and norms of citizenship 
in an increasingly interdependent world.

Research Design 
and Methods

Three Latin American countries (Ecuador, Bolivia and Colombia) were selected for comparative  
case studies on the inclusion of migrants as denizens in the state of residence as well as on 
policies of diaspora engagement adopted or debated in the political arena. A key question is 
as to how far the countries‘ institutional configurations and migration profiles shape the policy 
 approaches regarding the entitlement of denizens and/or migrants to citizenship rights. To this 
end, the project will systematically analyse political documents, parliamentary debates and other 
data on these questions, and researchers will conduct interviews with key actors in the process

desiguALdades.net – Migration and Unequal  
Citizenship
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Preliminary 
Results

Preliminary results show profound differences in the region as to the policies applied to diasporas 
abroad and those applied to migrants in the country. For instance, in 1998 Mexico re-defined its 
citizenship-by-birth as ‘permanent’, therefore allowing dual citizenship. Then, in 2005 external 
 voting rights were introduced. All these benefited Mexican communities abroad. In contrast to 
this ‘external liberalisation’, foreign residents in Mexico itself are still legally deprived of all kind of 
political rights, and also face important restrictions in both civic and labour ones. Such unequal 
treatment also applies to other communities such as naturalised citizens or dual nationals living 
in Mexico. All this points at a strong influence of ideological (e.g. nationalist) considerations, and 
goes against the current trends in Latin America, where more liberal policies towards migrants are 
increasingly been adopted, including political rights in the local level.

Cooperation  
Partners

- Dr. Fernando Mayorga, Universidad Mayor de San Simón, Bolivia
- Dr. Rodriguez Veltze, Universidad Católica, Bolivia
- Dr. Simón Pachano, FLACSO, Ecuador

Selected 
Publications

- Nolte, Detlef (2015), Lateinamerika: Flexible Verfassungen und starre Machtstrukturen (Latin 
America: Flexible Constitutions and Rigid Power Structures), GIGA Focus Lateinamerika, 08/2015

- Nolte, Detlef (2015), Réformes constitutionnelles en Amérique Latine, in: Carlos Miguel Herrera 
(ed.), Le constitutionnalisme latino-américain aujourd'hui: entre renouveau juridique et essor 
 démocratique?, Paris: Éditions Kimé, 2015, 55 – 82. 

- Nolte, Detlef, Nikolaus Werz (2014), Internationale Parteienverbände und parteinahe Stiftungen in 
Lateinamerika (International Party Associations and Party Affiliated Foundations in Latin America), 
Baden-Baden: Nomos.

- Nolte, Detlef, Almut Schilling-Vacaflor (2012), New Constitutionalism in Latin America. Promises 
and Practices, Oxon/New York: Ashgate.

- Schilling-Vacaflor, Almut, David Vollrath (2012), Contested Development: Comparing Indigenous 
and Peasant Participation in Resource Governance in Bolivia and Peru, in: Barry Cannon / Peadar 
Kirby (eds.), Democratization, Civil Society and the State in Left-Led Latin America, London: ZED 
Books, 2012, 126 – 140. 

- Schilling-Vacaflor, Almut (2011), Bolivia’s New Constitution: Towards Participatory Democracy and 
Political Pluralism?, in: European Review of Latin American and Caribbean Studies, 90, 2011,  3 – 22.

>> Team: Prof. Dr. Detlef Nolte, Aline-Sophia Hirseland,  
 Dr. Almut Schilling-Vacaflor, Dr. Oliver Strijbis, Siri Völker

>> Duration: 2015 – 2018

>> Funding: German Research Foundation (DFG)

Research 
Questions

What are the levels of ethnic voting among different ethnic groups in different Latin American 
countries across time? How can variance in ethnic voting across groups, countries, and time be 
explained?

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

The project contributes to research on interethnic relations, electoral behaviour, and party-voter 
linkages. Research on ethnic voting in Latin America lacks comparative historical analyses and 
focuses primarily on indigenous groups, ignoring Afro-Americans. This research project analyses 
variance in ethnic voting across time, Latin-American countries and ethnic groups. Its aim is to 
generate insights on the dynamics of ethnic voting and so doing contributes to a deeper under-
standing of interethnic relations, electoral competition, and democratic representation n Latin 
America and beyond.

Research Design 
and Methods

The aim of the project is to further develop theories on ethnic voting and test them empirically on 
the basis of a longitudinal comparative study over an extended period of time (25–30 years) of free 
and (relatively) fair elections. The three central theories along which ethnic voting is tested are  identity 
based, patronage and spatial models of electoral competition. The data employed to measure 
ethnic voting consists of census data on ethnic group size according to self-  cate gorisation,     official 
election results and survey data. It makes use of a large variety of methods including quantitative, 
comparative,  and qualitative methods.

Ethnic Voting in Latin America
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Cooperation  
Partners

- Prof. Dr. Björn Alpermann, University of Würzburg, Germany
- Prof. Dr. Thomas Heberer, University of Duisburg-Essen, Germany
- Prof. Dr. Gunter Schubert, University of Tübingen, Germany
- Prof. Dr. Josef Gregory Mahoney, East China Normal University, Shanghai, China
- Prof. Dr. Yu Keping, China Center for Comparative Politics and Economics, Beijing, China

Selected 
Events

- “Chinese Notions on Democracy”, Research Seminar “Global Power Shifts and the Future of 
Democracy: An Evolutionary Approach, with Special Attention to China”, Hamburg, 30.05.2016 
(J. Owen, H. Holbig).

- “Beyond Localized Environmental Contention: The Role of Diffusion for Anti-Inicneration 
Contention  in Hebei's Panguanying Village”, presentation at the International Conference of 
 Association for Social Science Research on China, Würzburg, 21.11.2015 (M. Bondes).

- “Higher Education and Authoritarian Resilience”, discussant at the lecture series “The Persistence 
of Authoritarianism in a Global Context”, retreat at the Richard C. Holbrooke Forum for the Study 
of Diplomacy, Berlin, 06.07.2015.

- “More than Fragmented, Not yet a Movement: Waste Incineration and the Diffusion of Environ-
mental Contention in China”, lecture at the AAS-in-Asia Conference “Asia in Motion. Ideas, 
Institutions,  Identities.”, Taipei. 23.06.2015 (M. Bondes).

Selected 
Publications

- Holbig, Heike, Günther Schucher (2016), Wer C sagt, muss auch D sagen: Chinas Anlauf zur 
“weltgrößten Demokratie” (He who says C must say D — China’s Attempt to Become the “World’s 
Largest Democracy”), GIGA Focus Asien, 02/2016.

- Holbig, Heike, Jonas Schachtschneider (2016), Chinas neue ‘Führungsgruppen zur umfassenden 
Vertiefung der Reform’: Chancen und Risiken politischer Steuerung unter Xi Jinping (China's New 
‘Leadership Groups for Comprehensive Deepening of the Reform’: Chances and Risks of Political 
Governance under Xi Jinping), in: Asien: The German Journal On Contemporary Asia, 139, 75 – 90. 

- Holbig, Heike (2015), Krise und politische Legitimität in Chinas langem 20. Jahrhundert (Crisis 
and Political Legitimacy in China's long 20th Century), in: Burchardt / Peters (eds.), Der Staat in 
globaler Perspektive. Zur Renaissance der Entwicklungsstaaten (The State in Global Perspective, 
On the Renaissance of Developing States), Frankfurt/Main: Campus, 125 – 147. 

- Bondes, Maria, Sandra Heep (2013), Ideological Change and Legitimacy at the Case of the 
Chinese Communist Party: Taking an Official Framing Approach, in: Journal of Foreign Theoretical 
Trends, 8, 71 – 80. 

- Holbig, Heike (2013), Ideology after the End of Ideology. China and the Quest for Autocratic 
 Legitimation, in: Democratization, 20, 1, 61 – 81. 

- Holbig, Heike, Bruce Gilley (2010), Reclaiming Legitimacy in China, in: Politics and Policy, 38, 3, 
395 – 442. 

>> Team: Prof. Dr. Heike Holbig, Maria Bondes, Dr. Sandra Heep

>> Duration: 2010 – 2016

>> Funding: Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF)

Research 
Questions

Against the backdrop of the increasing emphasis that the CCP has put on ideological adaptation  
and innovation in recent years, this project analyses the changes in official party ideology and 
their implications for regime legitimacy. Based on discourse analytical methods and interviews 
with political and intellectual elites in China, the project explores (a) how ideological change is 
organised  in institutional, personnel and financial terms; (b) which ideological innovations have 
been made since the 1990s; (c) which positive and negative lessons have been drawn from 
international  experiences; (d) which impacts on regime legitimacy and stability can be detected; 
and (e) which implications these factors have for future institutional change and political reform in 
China. Based on interviews among the populace, the second project phase (2015-2016) focuses 
on the question  to which extent the ideological discourses produced by China’s political elites find 
resonance among the populace and hence contribute to a legitimisation of the party regime.

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

The explanation of the resilience of non-democratic systems in general and authoritarian China 
in particular has become one of the major challenges confronting political scientists. In recent 
years, a growing number of scholars have studied the importance of institutional factors such as 
elections  for the stability of authoritarian regimes. However, since these researchers’ work has 
to a significant degree been shaped by expectations of democratisation, the political adaptability  
of  authoritarian regimes has so far been neglected in scholarly work. This project thus draws 
attention  to the normative dimension of authoritarian regimes’ legitimacy by examining the role that 
innovations in official party ideology play in the reproduction of regime legitimacy in China.

Research Design 
and Methods

The project explores the above questions using discourse analytical methods and interviews with 
political and intellectual elites as well as among the populace in China. The analysis of qualitative 
data is carried out with the software MAXQDA.

Preliminary 
Results

Our research has drawn attention to the fact that the leaders of authoritarian regimes propagate 
official frames in an effort to reproduce the populace’s belief in the elites’ leadership qualities, and 
in their determination to serve the common interest. It has also clarified the relationship between 
 official frames and official ideologies, arguing that official ideologies are both more abstract and 
more comprehensive than official frames and thus function as their theoretical underpinnings. In 
applying this framework to the case of China, we have shown that the CCP has demonstrated 
its dedication to the public good by drawing on the guiding ideology of socialism with Chinese 
 characteristics. 
The main shift in the frames propagated in recent years has been a greater focus on the people’s 
well-being. This can be understood as a direct response to popular grievances. Through recent 
English-language publications, the changes in Chinese official discourse since the 18th Party 
 Congress in November 2012, when Xi Jinping stepped to power as the new general secretary of 
the party, have been analysed and their significance in the domestic as well as in the international  
realm has been illustrated. Moreover, research findings have been introduced to a Chinese 
academic  audience through a lively scholarly exchange with colleagues from the China Center for 
Comparative  Politics & Economics (CCCPE) in Beijing.

Ideological Change and Regime Legitimacy in China
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Cooperation  
Partners

- Prof. Dr. Julia Bader, University of Amsterdam, Netherlands
- Prof. Dr. Jason Brownlee, University of Texas (Austin), USA
- Prof. Dr. Valerie Bunce, Cornell University, USA
- Prof. Dr. Aurel Croissant, Heidelberg University, Germany
- Prof. Dr. Thomas Demmelhuber, University of Erlangen, Germany
- Prof. Dr. Marlies Glasius, University of Amsterdam, Netherlands
- Prof. Dr. Marianne Kneuer, University of Hildesheim, Germany
- Prof. Dr. Karrie Koesel, University of Oregon, USA
- Prof. Dr. Wolfgang Merkel, WZB Berlin Social Science Center, Germany
- Prof. Dr. Christoph H. Stefes, University of Colorado (Denver), USA
- Dr. Oisin Tansey, King’s College (London), UK
- Prof. Dr. Lucan Way, University of Toronto, Canada
- Prof. Dr. Kurt Weyland, University of Texas (Austin), US
- Prof. Dr. Laurence Whitehead, University of Oxford, UK

Selected 
Events

- “Comparing Legitimation Strategies in Russia and other Post-Soviet Countries”, presentation at 
the 57th ISA Annual Convention, Atlanta, 17.03.2016 (C. von Soest, J. Grauvogel).

- “Creating the Enemy, Constructing the Threat: The Diffusion of Autocratic Policies in the Middle 
East”, presentation at the second IDCAR Network Conference, Austin, Texas, 03.10.2015  
(M. Darwich).

- “With a Little Help From My Friends” – “The International Cooperation of Authoritarian Regimes in 
Comparative Perspective”, first IDCAR Network Conference, Hamburg, 17.–19.12.2014.

- “Democracy Prevention: The International Repertoire of Authoritarian Regimes”, panel at the 
ECRP General Conference, Glasgow, 06.09.2014 (C. von Soest).

- “International Cooperation of Authoritarian Regimes: Toward a Conceptual Framework”, presentation  
at the 4th Global International Studies Conference, Frankfurt, 09.08.2014 (T. Richter, A. Bank)

- “International Cooperation of Authoritarian Regimes”, workshop at the  ECPR Joint Sessions, 
Mainz, 11.–16.03.2013 (C. von Soest, L. Whitehead).

- “Stemming the Wave: International Learning and Cooperation of Authoritarian Regimes”, IDCAR 
workshop, Hamburg. 08.–09.11.2012

Selected 
Publications

- Josua, Maria (2016), Co-optation Reconsidered: Authoritarian Regime Legitimation Strategies in 
the Jordanian “Arab Spring”, in: Middle East Law and Governance, 8, 1, 32–56.

- Strüver, Georg (2016), What Friends Are Made Of: Bilateral Linkages and Domestic Drivers of 
Foreign Policy Alignment with China, in: Foreign Policy Analysis, 12, 2, 170–191. 

- Hoffmann, Bert (2015), The International Dimension of Authoritarian Regime Legitimation: Insights 
from the Cuban Case, in: Journal of International Relations and Development, 18, 556 –574.

- Josua, Maria, Mirjam Edel (2015): To Repress or Not to Repress – Regime Survival Strategies in 
the Arab Spring, in: Terrorism and Political Violence, 27, 2, 289 –309.

- von Soest, Christian (2015), Democracy Prevention: The International Collaboration of 
Authoritarian  Regimes, in: European Journal of Political Research, 54, 4, 623–638.

- Bank, André, Thomas Richter, Anna Sunik (2014), Durable, Yet Different: Monarchies in the Arab 
Spring, in: Journal of Arabian Studies, 4, 2, 163–179. 

>> Team: Maria Josua (Coordinator), Dr.  André Bank (Speaker),  
 Julia Grauvogel, Prof. Dr. Bert Hoffmann, Dr. Thomas Richter,  
 Dr. Christian von Soest, Georg Strüver

>> Duration: 2014 – 2017

>> Funding: Leibniz Competition

Research 
Questions

- How do international diffusion and cooperation impact on different authoritarian regimes?
- How do authoritarian diffusion and cooperation among authoritarian regimes operate as power 
maintaining mechanisms?

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

In politics and political science alike, the increasing international influence of authoritarian regimes 
has become a central concern. The controversy about a ‘reverse wave’ of democratisation, the 
expansion of non-democratic rule (Merkel 2010; Puddington 2008, 2009), and the ‘backlash 
against democracy promotion’ (Carothers 2006, 2009) reflects this trend. The strand of research 
that does approach the issue from an authoritarian durability perspective still needs to develop a 
comprehensive conceptual approach (Ambrosio 2010; Erdmann et al. 2013). By bringing together 
some of the most renowned experts in the field, the IDCAR network contributes to the systematic 
study of international diffusion and cooperation of authoritarian regimes, connecting this research 
agenda to the overarching theoretical debates of the discipline. The IDCAR network is defined 
by the research topic and a shared interest in the dynamics of authoritarian politics beyond an 
exclusively domestic perspective. The collaborative network brings together international experts 
from twelve institutions in Europe and North America. Individual findings are exchanged among 
the network researchers, thematic agendas are discussed and developed at conferences and 
workshops  and then carried out in concrete research and publication projects. The networking 
process is institutionalised by an academic exchange programme and a substantive research unit 
at the GIGA.

Research Design 
and Methods

Using a CAS approach, the network brings together researchers who study authoritarian diffusion  
and cooperation from divergent explanatory perspectives using a broad range of comparative  
methods. The IDCAR network is defined by the research topic and a shared interest in the 
dynamics  of authoritarian politics beyond an exclusively domestic perspective. Members of the 
 IDCAR network employ large-N quantitative studies as well as small-N comparisons and single-
case studies for studying the diffusion and cooperation of authoritarian regimes. The studies 
include both cross-regional and within-area comparisons.

Preliminary 
Results

Network members from the GIGA have started to develop an analytical framework to study the 
international cooperation of authoritarian regimes (Erdmann et al. 2013).Various contributions 
 appeared in a forum section of the November 2015 issue of the European Journal of Politi-
cal  Research guest edited by two IDCAR members. The first IDCAR network conference, held 
in December 2014 at the GIGA, presented the network members’ current research projects 
and  discussed new conceptual and methodological approaches relating to the international 
dimensions  of authoritarian regimes. In 2015, IDCAR’s second network conference was held in 
Austin, Texas and focused on ‘Regional Clusters of Authoritarian Diffusion and Cooperation: Interest 
vs. Ideology?’.

International Diffusion and Cooperation of  
Authoritarian Regimes – IDCAR-Network
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Preliminary 
Results

The main project results include: 
- an index of formal judicial independence that reflects the degree of judicial independence in five 
dimensions (ex ante constraints, ex post constraints, powers, access, reach).  
(Stroh and Heyl 2015).

- a conceptualisation of informal interference in the judiciary that distinguishes these actions 
 according to types – direct or subtle – with different levels of severity as well as an empirical study 
of informal interference through 145 semi-structured interviews including 45 high court judges 
(Llanos et al 2015). This work highlights the importance of considering informal mechanisms of 
pressure at the moment of assessing judicial independence.

- a dataset on judicial tenures and judicial departures containing inter alia data on all former and 
sitting judges of the six selected countries since democratisation (to be available after publication).  
Based on these data, a comparative analysis of due and undue judicial departures in the six 
 selected third-wave developing democracies (in preparation).

- several case-studies on judicial reforms and the state of the executive-judicial relations in the 
selected countries. 

Cooperation  
Partners

- Universidad Torcuato Di Tella, Buenos Aires, Argentina
- Faculté de Droit et de Science Politique, Université d’Abomey-Calavi, Benin
- Instituto de Ciencia Política, Universidad Católica de Santiago de Chile, Chile
- Centro de Estudios Judiciales del Paraguay, Asunción, Paraguay
- Université Cheikh Anta Diop, Dakar, Senegal

Selected 
Events

- “Why do Judges Leave the Bench? Evidence from African and Latin American Cases”, 
presentation  at ALACIP 2015 “VIII Congreso Latinoamericano de Ciencia Política”, Lima, 
24.07.2015 (M. Llanos).

- “Democratic Consolidation at Risk? The Consequences of Judicial Appointment Policies in 
Benin”, workshop co-organizer, paper giver, discussant and panel chair at the Workshop “African 
Courts”, Niamey, 05.12.2014 (A. Stroh).

- “Right Defenders, Arbiters of Political Conflicts or Simply Puppets of Political Powers? Comparing 
the Roles of Supreme and Constitutional Courts in Latin America”, lecture at the ECPR General 
Conference 2014, Glasgow, 05.09.2014 (C. Tibi Weber).

- “Mali's Constitutional Court: An Impartial Referee in Elections?”, lecture at the Workshop 
 “Challenges to Democratization and Peacebuilding in Africa: The Case of Mali”, Hamburg, 
18.06.2014 (C. Heyl).

Selected 
Publications

- Tibi Weber, Cordula, Mariana Llanos (2016), Between Independence and Control: Recent Developments  
within the Judiciary in Latin America, in: Victor M. González-Sánchez (ed.), Economy, Politics and 
 Governance – Challenges for the 21st Century, New York: Nova Science Publishers, 2016, 101–115. 

- Llanos, Mariana, Cordula Tibi Weber, Charlotte Heyl, Alexander Stroh (2015), Informal Interference 
in the Judiciary in New Democracies: A Comparison of Six African and Latin American Cases, in: 
Democratization, DOI: 10.1080/13510347.2015.1081170.

- Stroh, Alexander, Charlotte Heyl (2015): Institutional Diffusion, Strategic Insurance and the 
 Creation of West African Constitutional Courts, in: Comparative Politics, 47, 2, 169–187. 

- Heyl, Charlotte, Alexander Stroh (2014), Verfassungsgerichte in Westafrika: unabhängige Krisenmanager?  
(Constitutional Courts in Western Africa: Independent Crisis Managers?), GIGA Focus Afrika, 01/2014.

- Llanos, Mariana, Leany Lemos (2013), Presidential Preferences? The Supreme Federal Tribunal 
Nominations in Democratic Brazil, in: Latin American Politics and Society, 2013, 77–105 

>> Team: Dr. Mariana Llanos, Charlotte Heyl, Jun-Prof. Dr. Alexander Stroh,  
 Cordula Tibi Weber

>> Duration: 2011 – 2016

>> Funding: Leibniz Competition

Research 
Questions

The project analysed different degrees of judicial independence and dealt especially with the 
 following questions:
- Which structural arrangements are designed to promote the insulation of judges from undue 
pressure?

- What is the political context in which courts operate?
- What mechanisms (formal and informal) have the elected branches of government employed to 
increase their influence on the judicial branch? 

- What impact has political influence had on judicial structure, appointments, tenure?
- What factors (for example, competitiveness of the party system, constitutional rules, political  
ideology, international pressure, and informal practices) explain different degrees of political 
 constraints on judicial independence? 

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

The study of judicial independence shows the interaction among the three branches of 
government  and concentrates, especially, on the ways in which the two elected branches – the 
executive and the legislature – interfere with the judicial branch. The project stressed the difficult 
balance between judicial independence and judicial accountability, a classical topic in political 
science, and analysed it in new democracies of the developing world. Theoretically, the project 
contributed new insights to the academic debate on judicial formal institutions, informal politics, 
and the role of political actors in judicial departures. Empirically, it provided original data on under-
researched countries in the judicial politics literature (particularly, Paraguay and the African cases in 
the sample).

Research Design 
and Methods

This project adopts a cross-regional small-N comparative design. It includes six cases from 
two different regions. The cases belong to similar intraregional contexts in terms of culture and 
 history, but have differential judicial independence assessments. In short, the sample includes 
one pair each of best-performers (Chile, Benin), medium-performers (Argentina, Senegal), 
and  low- performers (Paraguay, Madagascar). Benin and Chile are renowned for their powerful 
 constitutional courts and the low level of direct political interference with these courts’  actions, 
whereas Argentina’s  and Senegal’s relatively professional judges are exposed to intermittent  
 political interference. Weak judiciaries that face outright political influence are reported for 
 Madagascar and Paraguay.

The project collected data on constitutional and statutory norms (and the successive amendments  
to them) as well as on actual cases of judges’ appointments or removals, the approval of 
budgetary enlargements or reductions, the creation of new courts, etc. These data helped us 
approximate  both a de jure and a de facto assessment of judicial independence.

Judicial (In)dependence in New Democracies. 
Courts, Presidents and Legislatures in Latin America 
and Sub-Saharan Africa
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Cooperation  
Partners

- NOPOOR Consortium (led by Institut de Recherche pour le Développement (IRD), France)

Selected 
Events

- “Political Regimes and Pro-Poor Transfers in Developing Countries”, presentation at the “CESifo  
Venice Summer Institute 2016: Workshop on Political Economy Aspects of Income (Re-)
Distribution”,  Venice, 20.07.2016 (A. Giolbas).

- “The Politics of Pro-Poor Policies”, presentation at the “Annual Meeting of the Nopoor Project and 
Training Session.”, NOPOOR General Assembly 2016, Mexico City, 07.07.2016 (A. Giolbas).

- “Regime Type, Inequality, and Redistributive Transfers in Developing Countries”, presentation at 
the CSAE Conference “Economic Development in Africa.”, Oxford, 20.03.2016 (A. Giolbas).

Selected 
Publications

- Dodlova, Marina, Anna Giolbas, Jann Lay (forthc.), Non-Contributory Social Transfer Programmes 
in Developing Countries Data Set 2016, GIGA Working Paper.

- Dodlova, Marina, Anna Giolbas (2015), Regime Type, Inequality, and Redistributive Transfers in 
Developing Countries, GIGA Working Paper, No. 273, May 2015. 

- Giesbert, Lena, Kati Schindler (2012), Assets, Shocks, and Poverty Traps in Rural Mozambique, 
in: World Development, 40,8, 1594–1609.

- Neff, Daniel, Kunal Sen, Veronika Kling (2012), The Puzzling Decline in Rural Women’s Labour 
Force Participation in India: A Re-examination, in: Indian Journal of Labour Economics, 55, 3–4, 
408–429.

- Erdmann, Gero (2011), Decline of Democracy: Loss of Quality, Hybridisation and Breakdown of 
Democracy, in: Comparative Governance and Politics, Special Issue 1, 21–58.

>> Team: Dr. Marina Dodlova, Anna Giolbas, Apl. Prof. Dr Jann Lay

>> Duration: 2012 – 2017

>> Funding: EC, 7th Framework Programme (FP7) 

Research 
Questions

Poverty reduction strategies aim to foster growth patterns that favour the poor (millennium 
 development goals and poverty reduction strategy papers). However, in the past rapid economic  
expansion in developing countries has often been associated with increased inequality. 
Redistributive  policies could counteract such trends. But redistribution and poverty alleviation 
policies are not always chosen because of efficiency, rather they prove to be a result of political  
processes. Therefore, such policies are likely to differ according to political regime type The 
 project’s basic questions are thus as follows:

- How and why do redistribution and pro-poor policies differ between political regimes 
 (democracies, autocracies, hybrid regimes)?

- Which policy or policy mix is most effective for poverty alleviation in specific regimes?
- Which political conditions are effective institutional arrangement for poverty reduction?

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

The general assumption is that democracies are more responsive to public demands than 
 authoritarian regimes; hence democracies are more likely to adopt policies to combat poverty and 
promote redistribution. However, autocracies may choose certain types of social policies to please 
citizens and relax the revolutionary threat. Quite a few studies focus on how political institutions  
influence social policies and what distortions they generate for poverty reduction strategies. 
What kind of pro-poor policy mix given specific political constraints is most effective and efficient 
remains unclear. Further, cross-country research on the relationship between political regimes 
and poverty/inequality is inconclusive. There are various reasons for this state of affairs: case and 
period selection, the limitations of the statistical instruments, and conceptual and measurement 
shortcomings. 

Research Design 
and Methods

Our approach will enhance the differentiation of the regime variable to overcome the democracy/
dictatorship dichotomy by introducing hybrid-regime categories as well as disentangle particular 
political institutions that are crucial for social policy choices and implementation. In addition, we 
will specify different qualities within the regime categories, such as diminished subtypes and partial 
regimes. We intend to
- assess the relationship between poverty/inequality and regime type;
- examine which policies are most likely to be adopted by specific regime types; and
- analyse the differences in the effectiveness and efficiency of specific policies under different 
 regime types.

Such an analysis will provide answers as to why some countries are less effective in poverty 
reduction or less intend to adopt certain types of social policies. The study will comprise both 
a cross-country large-N analysis and within-country evaluation of specific policies. A small-N 
 comparison of selected country cases from Africa, Asia and Latin America according to regime 
type, policies, and governance efficacy will help to identify key variables and main patterns of 
 pro-poor policies across regimes.

Political Regimes, Reduction of Poverty  
and Inequality 
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>> Team: Prof. Dr. Bert Hoffmann, Pau Palop García, Dr. Luicy Pedroza 

>> Duration: 2014 – 2016

>> Funding: German Research Foundation (DFG)

Polities beyond Borders. The New Dynamics of 
 Emigrant Politics and Policies in Latin America

Research 
Questions

A current of research in migration studies – transnationalism – has since the mid-1990s demon-
strated that emigrants are increasingly maintaining economic, social, and political ties with their 
country of origin. However, only recently has political science research begun focusing on what we 
call “emigrant policies” – that is, policies adopted by the sending states that primarily concern their 
citizens abroad. The findings thus far have been largely confined to either case studies that cannot 
be generalised to other situations or broader work on specific sub-issues, such as external voting 
rights. As a result, the reasons why states adopt these policies, as well as their variations and their 
effects, remain largely unknown.

Focusing on the Latin American and Caribbean countries as global front-runners in the adoption  
of emigrant policies, this research project thus addresses two central questions: (1) How do 
homeland  states reach out to emigrants, and what drives the adoption of these policies? (2) How 
do “emigrant politics” – that is, the interaction of homeland political actors with emigrants – play 
out in the adoption of these policies?

The project will adopt a comprehensive empirical and mixed-methods approach. It will provide  
new insights on how and why sending states actively adopt policies to engage with their 
emigrated  citizens abroad, and on how this interaction impacts not only the politics but also the 
polities of the sending societies.

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

The proposed project seeks to address key gaps in the extant research. First, research on 
emigrant politics and emigrant policies is still stuck between a large number of migrant-centred 
studies that document the transnational political practices of emigrants on the one hand, and a 
more limited number of studies on sending-state policies on the other hand. Second, research 
on emigrant politics is usually conducted on a case-study basis. The analysis has generally been 
conducted at the regional level (e.g. Escobar 2007; Rhodes and Harutyunyan 2010) and has been 
limited to very specific policies. It therefore has not explained the broader development of emigrant 
policies in Latin America. This study’s development of an original, solid and quantifiable emigrant 
policies index for all the countries of the study region and the combination of this index with a 
small-N analysis in a nested research approach will break new ground. This approach promises to 
overcome the major limitations of the political science research on transnational migration.

Research Design 
and Methods

The project is based on a mixed-methods research design that proceeds in three steps: First, 
we will generate an original data set that identifies and codifies the principal emigrant policies of 
all Latin American and major Caribbean countries at the large-N level. This is something that has 
been missing in the research to date. Second, we will use this database for a quantitative large-N 
analysis in order to test hypotheses on the structural reasons for the adoption of emigrant policies.  
To do this we will correlate a number of structural factors regarding the sending state and its 
emigration community as the independent variable with the emigration policies codified above as 
the dependent variable. Third, we will undertake a qualitative, small-N case study to understand 
the political dynamics of the sending states and emigrants in the design and adoption of emigrant 
policies. In accordance with Liebermann’s concept of “nested analysis”, we will select the cases 
for this latter step as a result of the large-N analysis.

Preliminary 
Results

Preliminary research has shown the importance emigrant policies have acquired for sending states 
as well as the variety of approaches taken by these. As overseas voting rights as well as a broad 
 array of outreach activities have come on the political agenda of many countries, the research 
carried out so far has confirmed the hypothesis that transnational migration is challenging core 
concepts of the nation state, citizenship, and belonging. While the migration debate was long 
framed along the lines of social issues, marginalisation, discrimination, integration, and assimilation 
our findings highlight the role of citizenship and state-migrant relations as a key factor. Our research 
also suggests that there is a link between extending rights to a country’s emigrants, on the one 
hand, and to non-citizen immigrants in the sending country itself. As a consequence, emigrant 
 policies that reach out to migrants living abroad are the subject of complex political debate and 
involve conflicting interests. We thus  assume that the specific interplay of these social and political 
forces at the national policy-making level is important in explaining cross-country variations in the 
design and implementation of emigration policies.

Cooperation  
Partners

- Jean-Michel Lafleur, CEDEM, Université de Liège, Belgium
- Prof. Dr. Marco Martiniello, CEDEM, Université de Liège, Belgium
- Prof. Dr. Günther Maihold, Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik (SWP), Berlin, Germany
- Prof. em. Dr. Hans-Jürgen Puhle, Department of Political Science,  
Goethe Universität Frankfurt,  Germany

Selected 
Events

- “Return Policies as Diaspora Economic Policies of Latin American and Caribbean States”, 
presentation  at the 8° Congreso Internacional CEISAL “Tiempos posthegemónicos: sociedad, 
cultura y política en América Latina”, Salamanca, 28.06.2016 (P. Palop).

- “Expert Session ‘Migration and Democracy’”, presentation at the International Association for 
Political Science Students (IAPSS) World Congress, Berlin, 05.04.2016 (L. Pedroza).

- “On the Citizenship Policies of Latin American States towards their Emigrants”, presentation at the 
APSA Annual Meeting 2015, San Francisco, 03.09.2015 (P. Palop)

- “A Comparative View of Emigrant Policies in Latin America and the Caribbean”, presentation on 
the XXXIII International Congress of the Latin American Studies Association, San Juan, Puerto 
Rico, 28.05.2015 (L. Pedroza, P. Palop).

- “Emigrant Policy Index: A Comparison between Mexico, El Salvador and Ecuador”, presentation 
at the ECPR General Conference, 06.09.2014, Glasgow (L. Pedroza, P. Palop). 

Selected 
Publications

- Pedroza, Luicy (2016), Unchecked Migration and Democratic Citizenship, in: Phillipp Eigenmann 
/ Thomas Geisen / Tobias Studer (eds.), Migration und Minderheiten in der Demokratie: Politische 
Formen und soziale Grundlagen von Partizipation (Migration and Minorities in Democracies: Political  
Forms and Social Foundations of Participation), Wiesbaden: Springer VS, 2016, 133–152. 

- Pedroza, Luicy, Pau Palop, Bert Hoffmann (2016), Neue Nähe: Die Politik der Staaten Latein-
amerikas zu ihren Emigranten (New Closeness: The Politics of Latin America's States on their 
Emigrants), GIGA Focus Lateinamerika, 03/2016.

- Pedroza, Luicy (2015), The Democratic Potential of Enfranchising Resident Migrants, in: 
 International Migration, 53, 3, 22–35.

- Pedroza, Luicy (2012), Citizenship before Nationality. How Democracies Redefine Citizenship by 
Debating the Extension of Voting Rights to Settled Immigrants, Bremen: Universität Bremen.

- Hoffmann, Bert (2010), Bringing Hirschman Back In: “Exit”, “Voice”, and “Loyalty” in the Politics of 
Transnational Migration, in: The Latin Americanist, 54, 2, 57–73. 
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Preliminary 
Results

In both countries, the introduction of mixed electoral systems has contributed to changes in the 
respective party systems in line with theoretical expectations. While Japan has moved towards an 
effective two-party system (with the DPJ emerging as the second main party), New Zealand’s party 
system has become moderately fragmented (with National and Labour remaining as vital ‘anchor’ 
parties). In New Zealand, the use of MMP has helped to increase the parliamentary representation 
of women and ‘Asians’ (significantly in both cases) and even more so in the case of Maori. 

Cooperation  
Partners

- Dr. Bryce Edwards, University of Otago, New Zealand

Selected 
Publications

- Köllner, Patrick (2015), The Triumph and Fall of The Democratic Party of Japan, in: Hrebenar / 
Nakamura (eds.), Party Politics in Japan: Political Chaos and Stalemate in the twenty-first Century, 
London/New York: Routledge, 80–117.

- Köllner, Patrick (2015), Neuseeland unter dem Mischwahlsystem deutscher Prägung: Eine Bilanz 
zu Aspekten des Parteiensystems, der Regierungsbildung und der parlamentarischen Repräsen-
tation (New Zealand under the Mixed Election System of German Character: A  Record  on  Aspects 
of the Party System, the Formation of Government, and the Parliamentary Representation)   
in: Zeitschrift für Parlamentsfragen, 46, 3, 505–517.

- Köllner, Patrick (2014), Neuseelands Demokratie unter dem ”deutschen“ Wahlsystem   
(New Zealand's  Democracy under the “German” Election System), GIGA Focus Asien, 07/2014. 

>> Team: Prof. Dr. Patrick Köllner 

>> Duration: 2014 – 2016

>> Funding: GIGA

Research 
Questions

In both comparative and national-level terms we want to know how, in the context of concurrent 
social change, the adoption of mixed electoral systems – a mixed-member majoritarian (MMM) 
system in Japan and a mixed-member proportional (MMP) system in New Zealand – has impacted 
on party-system development and parliamentary representation in these two countries during 
the past 20-odd years. More specifically, we ask whether/to what degree the predicted move to 
a two-party system in Japan has taken place and whether/to what degree the party system in 
New Zealand has become more diverse. At the intra-national level, we seek to understand how 
 electoral system change has affected the parliamentary representation of established smaller 
 parties in Japan and the parliamentary representation of women and ethnic majorities in New 
Zealand.

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

The research project will talk to and build on extant research concerning a) the effects of  electoral 
system on party systems (in particular Duverger’s laws/assumptions and its critics) and on 
 representation of women and ethnic minorities, b) the particular consequences of mixed-member 
 electoral systems (most prominently Shugart and Wattenberg eds. 2001), and d) recent party-
system change in Japan (Schoppa ed. 2011; Scheiner 2012) and in New Zealand (Miller 2010a, 
2010b). The project will reassess early studies on the consequences of electoral reform on parties 
and the party systems in Japan and New Zealand (e.g. Barker et al. 2001; Reed and Thies 2001; 
Köllner 2006) in the light of more recent evidence. 

Research Design 
and Methods

The project features a paired comparison of the only two established democracies that intro-
duced mixed electoral systems in the early 1990s and that have since then continuously used 
these systems. As Moser and Scheiner (2012) argue the effects of electoral systems are condi-
tioned by contextual factors. We propose to study party and party system change in Japan and 
New Zealand by combining quantitative assessments of party-system change (as reflected in 
the development  of the effective number of parliamentary parties) with qualitative approaches to 
understanding how parties have reacted to the new institutional settings in terms of represent-
ing women and ethnic minorities in parliament. In the case studies on representation of ethnic 
minorities  in New Zealand’s parliament, we will compare the representation of Maori and New 
 Zealanders of Asian descent. In sum, we seek to combine cross-regional and within-case  analyses 
in this project.

The Effects of Electoral Reform on Party Systems 
and Parliamentary Representation in Japan and 
New Zealand
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Preliminary 
Results

Our comparative study has highlighted that the type of presidential government (single-party 
or coalition) is one of the most relevant factors explaining cross-country variation and changes 
in the presidential organisation. Under coalition presidentialism presidents must share cabinet 
 positions, negotiate, and manage relations with coalition partners in the cabinet, which constitutes 
an incentive  for the development of a more complex IP.  A further explanatory factors with great 
 impact is the nature of the presidential agenda: the implementation of neoliberal policies in the 
1990s also appeared as an incentive to grow a presidential centre.  

Cooperation  
Partners

- Dr. Magna Inácio, Federal University of Minas Gerais, Brazil

Selected 
Publications

- Inácio, Magna, Mariana Llanos (forthc.), The Institutional Presidency in Latin America:  
A Comparative  Analysis, in: Presidential Studies Quarterly.

- Inácio, Magna, Mariana Llanos (2015), The Institutional Presidency from a Comparative Perspective:  
Argentina and Brazil since the 1980s, in: Brazilian Political Science Review, 9, 1, 39 – 64.

- Nolte, Detlef (2015), Lateinamerika: Flexible Verfassungen und starre Machtstrukturen (Latin 
America: Flexible Constitutions and Rigid Power Structures), GIGA Focus Lateinamerika, 08/2015.

- Marsteintredet, Leiv, Mariana Llanos, Detlef Nolte (2013), Paraguay and The Politics of 
Impeachment,  in: Journal of Democracy, 24, 4, 110 – 123. 

- Nolte, Detlef, Almut Schilling-Vacaflor (eds.) (2012), New Constitutionalism in Latin America. 
 Promises and Practices, Oxon/New York: Ashgate.

- Llanos, Mariana, Leiv Mainstentredet (eds.) (2010), Presidential Breakdowns in Latin America, 
Causes and Outcomes of Executive Instability in Developing Democracies, New York: Palgrave.

>> Team: Dr. Mariana Llanos, Carolina Guerrero, Anne Hoffmann,  
 Prof. Dr. Detlef Nolte, Cordula Tibi Weber 

>> Duration: 2014 – 2016

>> Funding: German Academic Exchange Service  
 (DAAD / PROBRAL Programme)

Research 
Questions

The goal of this project is to analyse the development of the institutional Presidency (IP) in Latin 
America after the processes of re-democratisation in the 1980s. The institutional Presidency 
(Moe 1993; 1994), also known as the core executive (Peters et al 2000), refers to the bulk 
of agencies  that directly support the chief of the executive in his/her governing tasks. The IP 
evolution  is  characterised by the functional differentiation and professionalisation of the adminis-
trative  structures directly supporting the president. Over the last decades the Latin American IP 
has  undergone an extraordinary change and growth, but its features  remain understudied. Our 
research aims, first, to analyse the change and evolution of IP structures in the region; second, to 
explore what factors account for explaining differences across countries and along years in such 
evolution; third, to assess to what extent presidents use those structures as a strategic tools to 
improve their informational, administrative and control capacities, particularly in dealing with their 
cabinets and the institutional environment in which they act.

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

For a long time, a history of democratic and institutional instability in Latin America connected the 
study of presidentialism to the survival of presidential regimes (Linz 1990). However, after decades 
of democratic rule in the region, presidential scholars have become more concerned with themes 
that also interest their US counterparts, such as those dealing with managerial issues of govern-
ance. This more recent literature on presidentialism, particularly that which focuses on coalition 
experiences, sheds light on the “executive toolbox” that is available to the different heads of state 
for building legislative majorities (Raile, Pereira and Power 2011). Our analysis highlights a specific 
tool herein that previous studies have not yet explored: the strategic redesign of the bureaucratic 
structures of the presidential office, undertaken by the president. It suggests that presidents can 
use the making of structural changes in their office as a tool with which to manage their relations 
with the wider political environment in general, and with the cabinet in particular. These changes 
are resources that the president can use to complement or substitute other tools, such as 
agenda-setting power, pork-barrel, and ministerial nominations.

Research Design 
and Methods

Empirically, the study deals with both the size of the IP and with its internal complexity. We 
 systematically collect data and compare them in different countries using statistical tools. The 
dataset “Institutional Presidency in Latin America 1984-2014” (PRILA) includes variables on 
 presidential agencies, presidential cabinets, ministerial coalitions, legislative coalitions, political 
parties, economic indicators, presidential popularity, presidential resignations, among others. 
The selected sample of Latin American countries accounts for coalition (Brazil, Chile, Colombia), 
single-party (Argentina, Mexico), and mixed governments (Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay). Through 
case-studies, the project in turn analyses the impact of determinate types of presidential designs 
on presidential  performance (particularly, on foreign policy design and implementation). A further 
goal in this new research stage is to set the basis for a cross-regional analysis on the development 
of the presidential  institution.

The Institutional Presidency in Latin America
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Cooperation  
Partners

- Prof. Dr. Alejandro De la Fuente, Harvard University, Boston, USA
- Helmo Hernández, Fundación Ludwig, Havanna, Cuba
- Prof. Dr. Mayra Espina. COSUDE, Havanna, Cuba
- Prof. Dr. Eric Hershberg, American University, Washington, USA
- Prof. Dr. Jorge Duany, Florida International University, Miami, USA

Selected 
Events

- “Rethinking Equality: Interdependent Inequalities in Latin America”, International Conference of the 
Research Network on Interdependent Inequalities in Latin America, Berlin, 03.– 04.03.2016.

- “Cuba: The challenges of political reform in times of change”, presentation at the University of 
Oslo, 15.06.2015 (B. Hoffmann)

- “Political Change in Post-1989 Cuba: From Charismatic Resistance to Bureaucratic Reform”, 
presentation at the Tulane Conference, New Orleans, 17.04.2015 (B. Hoffmann)

- “International Relations beyond G-to-G: How the Societies have been Driving the U.S.-Cuban 
Rapprochement”, presentation at the BRICS Policy Centre, PUC-Rio, Rio de Janeiro, 14.04.2015 
(B. Hoffmann)

Selected 
Publications

- Pedroza, Luicy, Pau Palop, Bert Hoffmann (2016), Neue Nähe: Die Politik der Staaten Latein-
amerikas zu ihren Emigranten (New Closeness: The Politics of Latin America’s States on their 
Emigrants), GIGA Focus Lateinamerika, 03/2016.

- Hoffmann, Bert (2015), Kuba-USA: Wandel durch Annäherung, GIGA Focus Lateinamerika, 
02/2015.

- Hansing, Katrin, Manuel Orozco (2014), The Role and Impact of Remittances on Small Business  
Development during Cuba’s Current Economic Reforms, co-authored with Manuel Orozco, 
Desigualdades Working Paper No. 69, Berlin: Freie Universität.

- Hansing, Katrin (2011), Changes from Below: New Dynamics, Spaces, and Attitudes in 
Contemporary  Cuban Society, in: NACLA, Special Issue on Cuba.

- Hoffmann, Bert (2010), Bringing Hirschman Back In: “Exit”, “Voice”, and “Loyalty” in the Politics of 
Transnational Migration, in: The Latin Americanist, 54, 2, 57–73. 

- Hoffmann, Bert (2009), Charismatic Authority and Leadership Change: Lessons from Cuba's 
Post-Fidel Succession, in: International Political Science Review, 30, 3, 229 – 248.

>> Team: Prof. Dr. Bert Hoffmann, Prof. Dr. Katrin Hansing

>> Duration: 2016 – 2018

>> Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG)

Research 
Questions

Our research project aims to examine and understand the forces driving Cuba’s growing race 
based inequalities, most notably the role and impact of migration, remittances and foreign 
citizenship  in the context of the island’s current market-oriented economic reforms. In particular, 
we will examine: 1.the socio-racial implications of current remittance sending / receiving practices; 
2. the use of remittances, investments and/or loans, and material goods from family members 
abroad, towards private business ventures on the island; 3. the role of mobility (either through 
additional foreign citizenship which many Cubans of Spanish descent have been able to acquire 
of late as well as Cuba’s recent migration reform), in facilitating economic opportunities for some 
sectors of Cuban society and how this is in turn contributing to new racial inequalities.  

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

The project stands at the centre of global debates on inequality, migration, and development, and 
focuses in particular on the persistence of race-based social inequalities. As such it contributes to 
the debate on the developmental impact of remittances (Orozco 2013; Ratha 2005; for sceptical 
positions: Abdih et al 2008; Chami et al 2008; Kapur 2003); on  the efforts to overcome the racial 
stratification in ethnically heterogenous societies (de la Fuente 1995, 1999, Helg 1995; Robaina 
1990); and on the social impact of market reforms in once centralised but gradually opening 
economies (e.g. Mesa-Lago and Pérez-López 2009). Through the proposed case study we aim to 
contribute important insights to scholarly debates on: social inequalities in the context of  market 
reforms(e.g. Mesa-Lago and Pérez-López 2009); the developmental and social implications of 
remittances (Orozco 2013; Ratha 2005; for skeptical positions: Abdih et al 2008; Chami et al 
2008; Kapur 2003); and the long-term persistence (and re-fueling) of structural, racial inequalities 
in ethnically heterogenous societies (de la Fuente 1995, 1999, Helg 1995; Robaina 1990).

Research Design 
and Methods

At the heart of the research project lies a survey questionnaire (n= 1,000 Cubans across the island) 
which will provide us with a unique data set on the relationship between migration/remittances, 
foreign citizenship/mobility, and the increasing racial inequalities during Cuba’s current economic 
reforms. The survey, carried out with an experienced local team, will be followed by in-depth, 
formal interviews with 100 survey participants which will complement the quantitative survey with 
qualitative insights into the underlying social processes and dynamics and will provide the study 
with a high degree of ethnographic ‘thickness’.

The Return of Race-based Inequalities in  
Contemporary Cuba: Analysing the Impact of  
Past Migration and Current Reforms
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Research Projects

 A Dangerous Liaison? Ethnicity, Natural Resources and Civil Conflict Onset (Prof. Dr. Matthias Basedau,  
Dr. Carlo Koos, Dr. Annegret Kuhn (geb. Mähler), Jan Pierskalla)

 Against all Odds - Youth in Post-War Societies (Christoph Heuser, Dr. Sabine Kurtenbach, Martin Ostermeier, 
Janina Pawelz, Isabel Rosales)

 Explaining Reluctance in International Politics: Rising Powers and Crisis Management (Dr. Sandra Destradi)

 Extracting Justice? Exploring the Role of FPIC and Consultation, and Compensation Related to Socio-
environmental  Conflicts in Latin America (Dr. Miguel Vargas Delgado, Dr. Almut Schilling-Vacaflor)

 From Civil War to Social Contract (Dr. Carlo Koos, Dr. Alexander De Juan) 

 From Quietism to Politics: The Egyptian Salafist Movement from 1970 to 2012 (Prof. Dr. Henner Fürtig,  
Justyna Nedza, Dr. Annette Ranko, Nikolai Röhl) 

 Governing People’s Safety in Areas of Extremely Limited Statehood (South Sudan and the Central African Republic) 
(Dr. Lotje de Vries, Tim Glawion, Prof. Dr. Andreas Mehler) 

 Ineffective Sanctions? External Sanctions and the Persistence of Autocratic Regimes (Prof. Dr. Matthias Basedau, 
Julia Grauvogel, Dr. Christian von Soest) 

 Institutions for Sustainable Peace. Comparing Institutional Options for Divided Societies and Post Conflict Countries 
(Dr. Nadine Ansorg, Prof. Dr. Matthias Basedau, Felix Haaß, Dr. Sabine Kurtenbach, Prof. Dr. Andreas Mehler,  
Julia Strasheim) 

 Inter-Elite Trust and the Fragility of Transitions: A Comparison between the Party Elites of Tunisia and Egypt   
(Dr. Mazen Hassan, Dr. Annette Ranko)

 Power-sharing in Multi-ethnic Societies of the Middle East (Dr. Stephan Rosiny, Prof. Dr. Henner Fürtig) 

 Prior Consultation and Conflict Transformation in Resource Governance: Bolivia and Peru (Ricarda Flemmer,  
Anna Hujber, Dr. Almut Schilling-Vacaflor) 

 Religion and Conflict: On the Ambivalence of Religious Factors in Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Middle East 
(Prof. Dr. Matthias Basedau, Georg Strüver, Dr. Johannes Vüllers) 

 Secondary Theaters of War: The Syrian War in Jordan (Dr. André Bank, Yazan Doughan)

 Security Sector Reform and the Stability of Post-War Peace (Dr. Nadine Ansorg, Dr. Sabine Kurtenbach,  
Julia Strasheim)

 The Influence of Religion on Sustainable Development (Prof. Dr. Matthias Basedau, Dr. Simone Gobien,  
Dr. Sebastian Prediger)

 The Local Arena of Power-Sharing. Patterns of Adaptation or Continued Disorder? (Charlotte Heyl,  
Prof. Dr. Andreas Mehler, Dr. Franzisca  Zanker)

 The Territorial Dynamics of Colonial State-Building (Dr. Alexander De Juan, Jan Pierskalla)

 War Economies and Postwar Crime (Christoph Heuser, Dr. Sabine Kurtenbach, Dr. Annegret Mähler,  
Prof. Dr. Angelika Rettberg)

 War that Produces Peace? Military Victory and Sustainable Peacebuilding (Dr. Giulia Piccolino)

Dissertations by Fellows of the GIGA Doctoral Programmes

Dissertations by Associates of the GIGA Doctoral Programme

Name (Working) Title Supervisor Funding

Bunselmeyer, 
Elisabeth

Transitional Justice and Social Cohesion in 
Postwar Societies

Prof. Dr. Detlef Nolte /  
Prof. Dr. Thorsten 
Bonacker

GIGA

Heuser, Christoph
Contested Statebuilding – Organised Crime 
and the State in Postwar Countries

Prof. Dr. Detlef Nolte University of Hamburg

Koß, Maren
Islamist Resistance Organisations and 
Conceptions of Political Order - Comparing 
Hezbollah and Hamas from 2005 to 2013

Prof. Dr. Henner Fürtig self-funded

Pawelz, Janina
The Perils of Loyalty. Violence-Prone 
Groups in Timor-Leste and Trinidad and 
Tobago

Prof. Dr. Kai-Uwe 
Schnapp

GIGA

Schöneich, Svenja
Engrossing “development” – Alternative 
ways of transforming conflict regarding 
recourse extraction projects in

Prof. Dr. Kai-Uwe 
Schnapp

GIGA

Thormann, Vita
Managing Lootable Natural Resources: 
What Makes Successful Strategies of 
Reconstruction after Armed Conflict? 

Prof. Dr. Mathias 
Basedau / Prof. Dr. 
Kai-Uwe Schnapp

GIGA

Name (Working) Title Supervisor Funding

Flemmer, 
Riccarda

Peru’s Contested Consultation Law in the 
Context of Indigenous Mobilisations and 
Resource Conflicts in the Amazon

Prof. Dr. Antje Wiener / 
Prof. Dr. Detlef Nolte

Project: Prior 
Consultation 
and Conflict 
Transformation 
in Resource 
Governance: Bolivia 
and Peru

Grauvogel, Julia 
Rally-Round-the-Flag or International 
Opposition Effect: Domestic Opposition in 
Sanctioned Regimes

Prof. Dr. Michael 
Brzoska

Project: Ineffective 
Sanctions? External 
Sanctions and 
the Persistence of 
Autocratic Regimes

>> Research Programme 2: 
 Peace and Security 
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>> Research Projects 2:  
 

Dissertations by Associates of the GIGA Doctoral Programme

Name (Working) Title Supervisor Funding

Haaß, Felix
The Political Economy of Foreign Aid, 
Power-Sharing Cabinets, and Post-Conflict 
Political Development

Prof. Dr. Margit 
Bussmann

Project: Institutions 
for Sustainable 
Peace – Comparing 
Institutional Options 
for Divided Societies 
and Post-Conflict 
Countries

Montgomery, Max

The Effect of Colonial State-building on 
Sub-national identity, Governance, and 
Gender roles and its Structural Implication 
for Current Conflicts and Violence

Prof. Dr. Andreas 
Mehler

Project: The 
Territorial Dynamics 
of Colonial State-
Building

Strasheim, Julia
Interim Governments and the Stability of 
Peace

Prof. Dr. Aurel 
Croissant

Project: Institutions 
for Sustainable 
Peace - Comparing 
Institutional Options 
for Divided Societies 
and Post-Conflict 
Countries

Concluded Doctoral Studies 2015

Name (Working) Title Supervisor Funding

Koos, Carlo

Ethnic Mobilisation in Resource-Abundant 
African States. Quantitative and Qualitative 
Analyses of the Role of Ethnic Identity and 
Natural Resources in Armed Intrastate 
Conflicts

Prof. Dr. Michael 
Brzoska / Prof. Dr. 
Andreas Mehler

Project: A 
Dangerous Liaison? 
Ethnicity, Natural 
Resources and Civil 
Conflict Onset

Zanker, Franzisca
The Legitimisation of Peace Negotiations: 
A Role for Civil Society?

Prof. Dr. Andreas 
Hasenclever  / Prof. Dr. 
Andreas Mehler

Project: The Local 
Arena of Power 
Sharing: Patterns 
of Adaptation or 
Continued Disorder
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Preliminary 
Results

Preliminary results suggest that ethnicity indeed conditions the impact of natural resources. In a 
spatial analysis of grid cells in Africa from 1990 to 2010, both ethnic exclusion and the presence of 
oil increases the risk of conflict events. However, when groups with (monopoly) access to power 
settle in oil-rich areas, the conflict-increasing effect is reversed. Apparently, these groups can 
use revenues to buy off peace. Subnational studies for the cases of Bolivia and Nigeria, including 
 collection of novel data, seem to confirm these results.

Cooperation  
Partners

- Dr. Sira Aas Rustad, Peace Research Institute Oslo (PRIO), Norway
- Dr. Michael Wahman, University of Missouri, USA

Selected 
Events

- “Geo-Strategic Dimensions and the Resource Curse of the Middle East”, presentation at the 
 conference “Wars and Wars’ Ending in the Post-2011 Middle East”, Byblos, Lebanon, 13.11.2015 
(T. Richter).

- “Oil Extraction, Grievances and Local Attitudes towards Violence. Evidence from a Survey in 
Nigeria’s oil-rich Niger Delta”, lecture at the Annual Meeting & Exhibition of the American Political 
Science Association (APSA), Washington, D.C., 30.08.2014 (C. Koos).

- “Does Violence Pay? The Effect of Ethnic Rebellion on Overcoming Political Deprivation”, 
 lecture at the Annual Meeting & Exhibition of the American Political Science Association (APSA), 
 Washington, D.C., 30.08.2014 (C. Koos).

Selected 
Publications

- Koos, Carlo (2016), Does Violence Pay? The Effect of Ethnic Rebellion on Overcoming Political 
 Deprivation, in: Conflict Management and Peace Science, 33, 1, 3 – 24.

- Koos, Carlo, Jan Pierskalla (2015), The Effects of Oil Production and Ethnic Representation on 
Violent Conflict in Nigeria: A Mixed-Method Approach, in: Terrorism and Political Violence, DOI: 
10.1080/09546553.2014.962021.

- Mähler, Annegret, Jan H. Pierskalla (2015), Indigenous Identity, Natural Resources, and Contentious 
Politics in Bolivia. A Disaggregated Conflict Analysis, 2000 – 2011, in: Comparative Political Studies, 
48, 3, 301 – 332.

- Basedau, Matthias, Alexander Stroh (2012), How Ethnic are African Parties Really? Evidence from 
Francophone Africa, in: International Political Science Review, 33, 1, 5 – 24. 

- Basedau, Matthias, Gero Erdmann, Jann Lay, Alexander Stroh (2011), Ethnicity and Party 
 Preferences in sub-Saharan Africa, in: Democratization, 18, 2, 462 – 489.

- Basedau, Matthias, Anika Moroff (2011), Parties in Chains – Do Ethnic Party Bans in Africa Promote 
Peace?, in: Party Politics, 17, 2, 205 – 225. 

- Basedau, Matthias, Jann Lay (2009), Resource Curse or Rentier Peace? The Ambiguous Effects of 
Oil Wealth and Oil Dependence on Violent Conflict, in: Journal of Peace Research, 46, 6, 757 – 776.

>> Team: Prof. Dr. Matthias Basedau, Dr. Carlo Koos,  
 Dr. Annegret Kuhn (geb. Mähler), Jan Pierskalla

>> Duration: 2012 – 2016

>> Funding: German Research Foundation (DFG)

Research 
Questions

The research project focuses on two core questions:
- Do ethnicity and natural resources jointly increase the risk of conflict onset? 
- Which ethnicity-related, resource-related, and other conditions have an impact on conflict?  

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

According to the literature on conflict, ethnicity and natural resources can, under certain 
conditions,  increase the risk of intrastate conflict. Theoretically, the combination of ethnic diversity 
and resources should be particularly dangerous, as both together may generate strong motives 
for resistance and increase an ethnic group’s capacity for insurgency by providing financial means 
and recruitment pools. In sum, ethnicity and resource-specific conditions can assist in overcoming 
the collective-action problems that rebellion (and hence civil war) entails.

However, studies on ethnicity and conflict on the one hand (e.g. Gurr, Cederman, Wimmer, 
Horowitz) and resources and conflict on the other (e.g. Collier/Hoeffler, Le Billon, Ross) have 
operated  independently of each other thus far. Moreover, previous research has investigated 
causal mechanisms only at a rather aggregate level. This project unifies both strands of the 
literature  and investigates the precise mechanisms that may lead to violence in the presence of 
both resources and ethnic diversity.

Research Design 
and Methods

Methodologically, the project engages in georeferencing below the national level and combines 
macro-, meso-and microperspectives in a three-level analysis. At the macro level, a global data-
base that identifies the overlapping locations of resources, relevant and deprived ethnic groups, 
and conflict is being created in order to uncover general patterns. For this purpose, existing data 
on resources (PETRODATA, GEMDATA, DIADATA, US Geological Survey) and ethnicity (Ethnic 
Power Relations Dataset and its georeferenced variant GEO-EPR) is being used. At the meso 
 level, the project is engaging in a within-country comparison of two pertinent country cases 
 (Bolivia and Nigeria) where the presence of resources and relevant ethnic groups, as well as the 
level of violence, varies across subnational units. While Nigeria has experienced high-intensity 
violence, Bolivia is well suited for a study of lower levels of violence. At the micro level, extensive 
fieldwork in two carefully selected local sites per country aims to uncover the exact mechanisms 
through which the combination of ethnicity and resources leads (or does not lead) to violence.

A Dangerous Liaison? Ethnicity, Natural Resources 
and Civil Conflict Onset
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Preliminary 
Results

The field research conducted in El Salvador, Nicaragua, South Africa, and Timor Leste provides 
 evidence that most young people try to transit into adulthood by using the few possibilities provided 
by adult society. Major problems in all four countries are related to the lack of decent work despite 
the fact that youth have a better education than their parents. Regarding political participation, young 
people express frustration that their specific needs and ideas are largely ignored by adults in govern-
ment and society. The generational bottleneck between the generation that fought the war

Selected 
Events

- “Participación Política y Económica de la Juventud en El Salvador, Nicaragua y Sudáfrica – 
 Presentación de Resultados Preliminares – Caso: Nicaragua”, presentation at a Research Seminar 
at the Universidad Centroamericana UCA de Nicaragua, Managua, 12.03.2015 (M. Ostermeier).

- “Why Voting is not Enough. Youth and Political Citizenship in Post-war Societies”, lecture at the 
ISA's 55th Annual Convention, Toronto, 29.03.2014 (J. Pawelz).

Selected 
Publications

- Heuser, Christoph (2016), Country Report No. 3 South Africa 2016, GIGA, Hamburg.
- Ostermeier, Martin (2016), Country Report No 1 Nicaragua 2016, GIGA, Hamburg.
- Rosales, Isabel (2016), Country Report No. 2 El Salvador 2016, GIGA, Hamburg.
- Kurtenbach, Sabine, Janina Pawelz (2015), Voting is not Enough: Youth and Political Citizenship in 
Post-war Societies, in: Peacebuilding, 3, 2, 141 – 156. 

- Kurtenbach, Sabine (2014), Postwar Violence in Guatemala: A Mirror of the Relationship between 
Youth and Adult Society, in: International Journal of Conflict and Violence, 8, 1, 119 – 133.

>> Team: Dr. Sabine Kurtenbach, Christoph Heuser, Martin Ostermeier,  
 Janina Pawelz, Isabel Rosales 

>> Duration: 2013 – 2016

>> Funding: Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and  
 Development (BMZ)

Research 
Questions

- How can we explain variations in youth violence in the high-risk contexts of post-war societies? 
- How can young people transition into adulthood without using violence? 
- Which actors and processes are relevant for successful youth transitions in post-war contexts? 

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

The project contributes to the research on conflict and transformation, which until now has rarely 
systematically investigated the role of youth in post-war contexts. Most research on youth in 
 post-war  contexts focuses either on deviant behaviour (violence) or on youths’ peace-building 
potential. Research on youth in situations of political transition seldom investigates develop-
ing countries or post-war societies. The specific mechanisms and processes influencing youth 
transitions to adulthood in these contexts are particularly under-researched, even though the 
interface between youth and society is highly relevant there. From a quantitative and a qualitative 
perspective,  youth are extremely important actors in the social space of post-war societies. At 
the same time,  patterns of youth integration (or exclusion) mirror the broader developments in the 
society in question.

Research Design 
and Methods

Theoretically the project combines two strands of research that have generally been unconnected 
to date: theories on youth violence and concepts on youth civic engagement. Using the question 
of how young people can perform central status passages into adulthood as a point of departure, 
the project will identify different patterns of youth integration or exclusion. The research will utilise a 
nested design. As a first step, it will collect data on the risks of youth participation in violence (e.g. 
youth bulge, rapid urbanisation, lack of economic growth) for a sample of 27 post-war countries. 
From this group a small-N sample of post-war societies will be identified according to a most 
similar design regarding risk factors.

The second step will consist of a structured comparison of the ways young people manage 
transitions  into adulthood (particularly into economic independence and political citizenship) 
in these difficult contexts. This comparison will focus on similarities and differences between 
and  inside the regions and cultures, urban and rural contexts, and male and female youths. 
 Methodologically, this theoretically grounded structured comparison will be done on the basis 
of field research (expert interviews, focus groups, primary data collection in collaboration with 
local partners). This multilevel comparison promises to generate systematic knowledge on the 
interaction  between structures (post-war societies) and actors (youth).

Against all Odds – Youth in Post-War Societies
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Preliminary 
Results

In a first step, the project developed a conceptualization of reluctance by identifying the concept's  
semantic field and discussing how reluctance relates to the similar but distinct notions of 
 exceptionalism, isolationism, under-aggression, and under-balancing (concept reconstruction); on 
that basis, two constitutive dimensions of reluctance were identified: hesitation and recalcitrance 
 (concept building). A preliminary analysis of Germany’s recent approach to crisis management  in 
Europe and the European neighbourhood  in the cases of the Eurozone crisis (2009-15), Libya 
(2011), and Ukraine (2014-15) reveals that Germany was initially reluctant (i.e., hesitant and 
 recalcitrant vis-à-vis the demands articulated by others). Over time, however, reluctance gradually 
declined in the fields of economic/financial policy as well as security

Selected 
Events

- “Rising India's Foreign Policy under Prime Minister Modi”, panel discussion as part of the India 
Week Hamburg 2015, Hamburg, 04.11.2015 (S. Destradi, A. Narlikar, J. Plagemann).

- “A Reluctant Regional Power: Explaining India’s Foreign and Security Policy in South Asia”, 
 presentation at the Conference “Changing Asia: Perspectives on Regional and Global 
Cooperation”,  Hamburg, 17.04.2015 (S. Destradi).

- “Explaining Rising Regional Powers‘ Reluctance”, presentation at ISA's 56th Annual Convention, 
New Orleans, 19.02.2015 (S. Destradi).

- “Responsibiliy and Reluctance in the Foreign and Security Policy of Regional Powers”, presentation  
at a workshop at the Swedish National Defence College, Stockholm, 03.12.2014 (S. Destradi).

Selected 
Publications

- Destradi, Sandra (2015), Reluctant Powers: A Concept-Building Approach and an Application to 
the Case of Germany, RSCAS Working Paper 2015/46.

>> Team: Dr. Sandra Destradi 

>> Duration: 2014 – 2017

>> Funding: Jean Monnet Fellowship,  
 Robert Schuman Centre for Advanced Studies, European University Institute 

Research 
Questions

The project asks why rising powers are often reluctant in their regional policies and in the provision 
of global public goods and what the consequences of their reluctance are. To this end, the project 
compares India and Germany, which have unequivocally emerged as the regional powers in South 
Asia and Europe, respectively, and can also be considered rising powers in global politics.  Despite 
radically diverging regional context conditions – with Europe being the most integrated and South 
Asia the arguably less integrated region in the world – these two countries have displayed a 
strikingly similar reluctance to make use of their predominance in terms of power capabilities to 
emerge as leading actors within their regions and to shape regional governance mechanisms. 
The project focuses, first, on the conceptualization of reluctance and links it with theoretical 
discussions  on leadership and hegemony in International Relations. It then develops a range of 
hypotheses on the causes for reluctance and tests them for selected cases of crisis management 
on the part of India and Germany. Finally, it will discuss the impact of rising powers‘ reluctance on 
regional and/or global governance. 

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

The project contributes to the ongoing research on rising regional powers in international politics. 
By focusing on cases of crisis management, it connects the fields of International Relations and 
Security Studies / Peace and Conflict Studies.

Research Design 
and Methods

The project is conceptualized as an intra- and cross-regional qualitative comparison of cases of 
conflict management in South Asia and Europe. In order to test the hypotheses on the expla-
nations for reluctance, the project will apply a range of qualitative methods. For the analysis of 
ideational factors and foreign-policy makers’ perceptions, a qualitative content analysis of  official 
documents will be carried out, complemented by an assessment of primary and secondary 
sources. The results of the analysis will be triangulated with semi-structured expert interviews with 
policy makers in the relevant ministries and with local observers.

Explaining Reluctance in International Politics:  
Rising Powers and Crisis Management
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Cooperation  
Partners

- Noragric, University of Stockholm (Dr. Esben Leifsen, project leader), Norway
- University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, USA
- Rainforest Foundation Norway
- Proceso de Comunidades Negras de Colombia (PCN), Columbia
- Centro de Investigaciones y Estudios Superiores en Antropología Social (CIESAS), Mexico
- Observatorio de conflictos ambientales  (UTPL), Ecuador 
- Centro de Estudios Juridicos y de Investigacion Social  (CEJIS), Bolivia

Selected 
Events

- “Prior Consultation/FPIC and Environmental Impact Assessment: Towards Environmental and 
Socio-Cultural Sustainability?”, presentation at the Conference “Governance by Sustainable 
 Development Goals”, Amsterdam, 27.06.2016 (A. Schilling-Vacaflor).

- “Mecanismos de participación en la gobernanza ambiental: consulta previa”, panel at the XXXIII 
International Congress of the Latin American Studies Association (LASA), San Juan, Puerto Rico, 
30.05.2015 (A. Schilling-Vacaflor).

- “Extracting Justice?”, lecture at the Kick-off meeting “Extracting Justice?”, Chapel Hill, North 
Carolina, 06.–08.10.2014 (A. Schilling-Vacaflor).

Selected 
Publications

- Leifse, Esben, Maria-Therese Gustafsonor, Maria Guzmán-Gallegos, Almut Schilling-Vacaflor  
(forthc.), New Mechanisms of Participation in Extractive Governance – Between New 
Technologies  of Governance and Resistance Work, special issue of Third World Quarterly.

- Schilling-Vacaflor, Almut (forthc.), ‘If the Company Belongs to You, How Can You Be Against it?’ 
Limiting Participation and Taming Dissent in Neo-extractivist Bolivia, in: Journal of Peasant Studies.

- Schilling-Vacaflor, Almut, Riccarda Flemmer (2015), Conflict Transformation through Prior 
Consultation? , in: Journal of Latin American Studies, 47, 4, 811 – 839.

- Schilling-Vacaflor, Almut (2014), Rethinking the Consultation-Conflict Link. Lessons from Bolivia’s 
Gas Sector, in: Canadian Journal of Development Studies, 35, 4, 503 – 521.

- Schilling-Vacaflor, Almut (2013), Prior Consultations in Plurinational Bolivia: Democracy, Rights and 
Real Life Experiences, in: Latin American and Caribbean Ethnic Studies, 8, 2, 202 – 220.

- Schilling-Vacaflor, Almut (2011), Bolivia’s New Constitution: Towards Participatory Democracy and 
Political Pluralism?, in: European Review of Latin American and Caribbean Studies, 90, 3 – 22.

>> Team: Dr. Almut Schilling-Vacaflor, Dr. Miguel Vargas Delgado

>> Duration: 2014 – 2017

>> Funding: Norwegian Research Council

Research 
Questions

- To what extent do consultation and consent procedures inhibit or enable genuine intercul-
tural  negotiations, given that these procedures often involve contrasting forms of knowledge, 
information  and cultural understandings of nature, development, and the economy?

- To what extent and through what specific practices do affected peoples influence the outcome of 
the consultation and consent processes?

- How do local indigenous and Afro-descendant groups re-articulate prior consultation and FPIC to 
their own ends, particularly to defend their cultural integrity and autonomy?

- How do different forms of compensation and benefit-sharing practices condition processes of 
participation and influence socio-environmental conflicts?

- To what extent, and under which conditions, do consultation, benefit-sharing and mitigation 
practices provoke conflicts and frictions between and within local communities?

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

Recognizing the increasing number of socio-environmental conflicts surrounding resource 
extraction  in Latin America over the last decade, this research project aims to study the nature 
and outcome of currently available mechanisms for conflict resolution. The project in particular 
questions whether ‘prior consultation’ and ‘free, prior and informed consent’ (FPIC) processes 
represent a set of effective mechanisms for preventing and resolving resource conflicts. Whilst 
also considering the potential for resolution, in this project we intend to go beyond this to ask 
how consultation, consent and compensation practices strengthen or weaken affected peoples’ 
democratic participation and rights to self-determination. Consultations with different indigenous 
peoples and Afro-descendant and peasant groups involve the meeting, translation and negotiation 
between different cultural traditions, worldviews, forms of knowledge and perceptions of nature. A 
central focus of the project is therefore to study empirically the cultural dimension of desirable and 
un-desirable processes and outcomes.

Research Design 
and Methods

The project is interdisciplinary in nature and involves research partners from nine different university 
and research institutions and civil society based organisations in Europe, Latin America and the 
US. The collaborative research project produces a series of country specific case studies from 
Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador and Peru. The case studies, mostly based on ethnographic fieldwork, 
semi-structured interviews and participatory research methods, capture local dynamics and his-
tories whilst also considering consultation, consent and benefit-sharing/compensatory practices 
within a wider domain of national and regional politics and economics. The project has specific 
policy relevance in relation to ongoing initiatives to develop and implement FPIC guidelines and 
principles by national governments and by international institutions and actors such as the UN 
Special Representative on Indigenous Peoples Rights, the UN Special representative on Business 
and Human Rights, the International Council on Mining and Minerals, the World Bank and the 
Inter-American Development Bank.

Extracting justice? Exploring the Role of FPIC  
and Consultation, and Compensation Related to 
Socio-environmental Conflicts in Latin America
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Preliminary 
Results

Preliminary analyses of quantitative and qualitative Data from Burundi and Afghanistan lend support 
to the general assumption that basic service provision is in fact related to people’s perception of 
state institutions. In both cases interviewees have proven to be significantly more confident in the 
state when they objectively and subjectively profited from service delivery improvements within 
a two-year period prior to the implementation of the survey. At the same time, however, initial 
analyses  also underscore the conditional nature of this correlation: associations between service 
delivery and political trust depend on the local security context, providers of services (i.e. state or 
international actors) and local governance systems. Subsequent analysis, incorporating data from 
Peru, will aim at investigating these conditional effects

Cooperation  
Partners

- Collaborative Research Center 700, Governance in Areas of Limited Statehood, Free University of 
Berlin, Germany

Selected 
Publications

- De Juan, Alexander, Jan Pierskalla (2016), Civil War Violence and Political Trust: Micro-level 
 Evidence from Nepal, in: Conflict Management and Peace Science, 33, 1, 67–88.

- De Juan, Alexander, André Bank (2015), The Ba’thist Blackout? Selective Goods Provision and 
Political Violence in the Syrian Civil War, in: Journal of Peace Research, 52, 1, 91–104. 

>> Team: Dr. Alexander De Juan, Dr. Carlo Koos

>> Duration: 2014 – 2016

>> Funding: Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and  
 Development (BMZ), KfW Development Bank

Research 
Questions

- Does the effective and equitable delivery of basic services affect levels of political trust in fragile 
situations?

- How should external/international support for service provision be designed in order to contribute 
to improvements in trust levels?

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

Development agencies claim that international support to service delivery can contribute to state-
society relations and state-building. The rationale is that improved access to education, health 
care or drinking water increases output legitimacy and people’s trust in state institutions. Ensuring 
access to basic services for the population is considered an essential welfare function of the state. 
Even more importantly, service provision is interpreted as a form of direct interaction between 
the individual and the state’s institutions and actors. It may thus be understood as an “interface 
 between citisens and the state”. The state’s ability or inability to deliver on this responsibility is 
directly felt by the population and will thus shape its attitudes and actions towards the state.

Academic debates on post-conflict state-building and conflict recurrence have largely been 
 detached from research on political trust. The role of legitimacy and political trust is emphasised in 
peace and conflict studies; however, it is not adequately conceptualised and is seldom analysed 
empirically. Similarly, few studies on political trust explicitly consider how intrastate conflict might 
affect such trust. The research project aims to bring both areas of research together and to ana-
lyse the determinants of political trust in post-war societies by focusing on the role of basic service 
delivery.

Research Design 
and Methods

The project will combine quantitative and qualitative research methods. The first pillar will be 
based on household and village-level surveys from three different country contexts: Afghanistan, 
Burundi and Peru. Opinion surveys will target a minimum of 100 villages and 1.500 households 
per country and will be designed as so called “population based experiments”. Questionnaires will 
focus on people’s perceptions of various state institutions and of current service provision (with 
respect to quality, quantity, providers, and responsiveness). Qualitative analyses at the subnational 
level will constitute the project’s second pillar. In addition to the quantitative techniques,  in-depth 
comparative  analysis will take place in selected subnational regions of the countries under 
 investigation. Through focus group discussions and semi-structured interviews, the researchers 
will cross-check the correlations found in the quantitative analyses.

From Civil War to Social Contract: State Services, 
Political Trust, and Political Violence
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Preliminary 
Results

Most Egyptian Salafist parties have – like the MB – adopted some democratic elements, such as 
the rotation of power through regular elections or separation of powers. However, especially al-Nur 
and al-Raya have aspired to set their political visions apart from that of the MB and to ground 
these visions within Salafist legal-theological concepts and discourses. The most striking marker 
of their political thought is the linking of citizenship to a Muslim’s quality or quantity of creed, and 
the attaching of an eschatological function to the envisioned state. But as the Salafist spectrum 
diversifies,  some Salafist parties not only choose their points of reference from within Salafist circles 
but also use arguments that emulate MB discourse. These ideological moves of certain segments 
of the Salafist movement towards the MB are matched by a “Salafisation” of parts of the MB

Selected 
Events

- “Crossing the Ideological Divide? Egypt’s Salafists and the Muslim Brotherhood after the Arab 
Spring”, presentation at the meeting “Political Representation in North Africa”, Tunis, 14.11.2015 
(A. Ranko).

- “They Are Like One Person” – “Collective Guilt and Punishment in Militant Salafism”, presentation 
at the 22. Internationaler Kongress der Deutschen Arbeitsgemeinschaft Vorderer Orient (DAVO), 
Bochum, 25.09.2015 (J. Nedza).

- “The Concept of ‘Collective Cakfir’ in Militant Salafist Thought”, lecture at the Jihadist Discourses, 
Ideologies & Networks, Riyadh, 03.09.2015 (J. Nedza).

- “Wenn Flügel aufeinanderschlagen – Zum takfir-Verständnis im Salafismus”, presentation, 
 Marburg, 02.06.2015 (J. Nedza).

- “Moderation of the Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood?”, presentation at the Annual Meeting of the 
American Political Science Association (APSA), New Orleans, 31.08.2012 (A. Ranko).

Selected 
Publications

- Nedza, Justyna (2015), The Sum of its Parts – The State as Apostate in Contemporary Saudi 
Militant Islamism, in: Adang / Ansari / Fierro / Schmidtke (eds.), Accusations of Unbelief in Islam:  
A Diachronic Perspective on Takfir, Leiden: Brill, 304 – 326.

- Ranko, Annette, Najwa Sabra (2015), Sisis Ägypten – Vollendung der Revolution oder zurück 
auf Null? (Sisi's Egypt – Completion of the Revolutoin or back to Zero?), GIGA Focus Nahost, 
01/2015.

- Ranko, Annette, Justyna Nedza (2015), Crossing the Ideological Divide? Egypt's Salafists and the 
Muslim Brotherhood after the Arab Spring, in: Studies in Conflict and Terrorism,  
DOI: 10.1080/1057610X.2015.1116274 

- Fürtig, Henner, Annette Ranko (2014), Durch die arabische Welt ein Riss: Im Nahen und  Mittleren 
Osten verschieben sich die Gravitationszentren (A Rupture through the Arab World: Shifting 
 Centres of Gravitation in the Near and Middle East), in: Internationale Politik, 69, 2, 8 – 14.

- Iskander, Elizabeth, Annette Ranko (2013) The Fall of the Muslim Brotherhood: Implications for 
Egypt, in: Middle East Policy, XX, 4, 111 – 123.

- Fürtig, Henner (2012), Ägypten, Tunesien, Libyen: Alte Wölfe in neuen Schafspelzen? (Old Wolves in 
New Sheeps’ Clothing?), in: Löffler / Schwarz-Boenneke (eds.), Neue Autoritäten in der arabischen  
Welt? Politik und Medien nach den revolutionären Aufbrüchen (New Authorities in the Arab World? 
Politics and Media after the Revolutionary Raises), Freiburg, Basel, Wien: Herder, 16 – 32.

>> Team: Prof. Dr. Henner Fürtig, Justyna Nedza,  
 Dr. Annette Ranko, Nikolai Röhl

>> Duration: 2014 – 2017

>> Funding: German Research Foundation (DFG) 

Research 
Questions

- Which developments have Egyptian Salafist groups and thought demonstrated over the period 
from 1970 to 2012?

- How has the political trend within the Salafist movement emerged and developed? How has it 
been articulated vis-à-vis the movement’s mainstream, apolitical trend?

- What impact have other Islamist (but non-Salafist) actors (e.g. the Muslim Brotherhood) had on 
the development of the Salafist movement in Egypt?

- What influence have transnational Salafist debates and thinkers had on the development of the 
Salafist movement in Egypt?

- In how far does the Egyptian Salafist movement influence debates and developments within 
transnational Salafism

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

Political Salafism is a relatively recent phenomenon. Starting in the 1980s, Bahrain and Kuwait 
were the first countries to witness the entrance of Salafists into parliament. It was only after the fall 
of Mubarak in 2011 and the formation and electoral success of Salafist parties in Egypt however, 
that political Salafism has entered into the limelight. Scholarship on this phenomenon – though 
growing since 2011 – remains scarce, especially compared to more widely studied groups as the 
Muslim Brotherhood. This project, thus, aims to shed light on the genesis of this political strand 
within Egypt and to trace its historical roots beginning in the 1970s. It further seeks to trace the 
mutual influences, interactions, and transformations of national and transnational manifestations of 
Salafism, so as to contribute to the study on Salafism as a transnational phenomenon.

Research Design 
and Methods

The project will use summarising qualitative content analysis as its primary research method. It 
will analyse the most important programmatic writings, sermons, and fatawa of Salafist leaders 
from 1970 to 2012 in order to discern the different ideational trends, their development and their 
articulation  in relation to each other. In order to analyse these developments, the project will utilise 
social movement theory approaches that integrate process tracing.

From Quietism to Politics: The Egyptian Salafist 
Movement from 1970 to 2012
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Preliminary 
Results

Findings from a first series of fieldwork suggest that the production of political order at the 
periphery  of large and 'fragile' states differs strongly in terms of actors involved, the role of the state 
in producing (in)security, and the economic stakes and resources that characterize the periphery. 
As a result, great variation in the production of order/disorder can be observed not only between 
states but also within one country. These findings underline doubts on the usefulness to rely on 
rankings based on additive compilation of indicators such as the Fragile States Index to group 
countries. For both CAR and South Sudan pastoralist groups and their relationship to state and 
other authorities play a crucial role for the relative order/disorder in the periphery and need  better 
scrutiny. We also found that while local order follows from local collaboration between state and 
non-state actors alike (e.g. the churches), the overall history of a nation-state with its respective 
 impetus of controlling territory, resources or people also plays an important role. Despite their 
Chapter VII mandate, the two UN Missions deployed in the two countries operate quite differ-
ently. Peacekeepers have not the same role and preponderance (where they are deployed) in both 
 countries: in CAR they tend to dominate the local security arena, in South Sudan they are hesitant 
to get involved in the power-struggle and therefore remain at the margins of security production.

Cooperation  
Partners

- Arnold-Bergstraesser-Institute, Freiburg, Germany

Selected 
Events

- “Dilemmas of Protection and Policing in the Central African Republic”, presentation at the 
 Humanitarian Forum, Bangui, Centrafrique, 07.03.2016 (T. Glawion).

- “Contrasting the View from Above with a Bottom-up Perspective on Somalia, South Sudan and 
the Central African Republic”, presentation at the Collaborative Research Center 700, Berlin, 
13.11.2015 (T. Glawion).

- “Is Regional Engagement Driving Security? Insights from the Horn and Central Africa”, panel at 
the 6th European Conference on African Studies, Paris, 10.07.2015 (A. Mehler, L. de Vries).

- “Local, National and Regional Constellations of (In)security in Somaliland, South Sudan, and the 
Central African Republic”, paper presented at the European Conference on African Studies, Paris, 
08.07.2015 (T. Glawion).

- “Anchoring the Mission: External Military Interventions and Local Embedding in South Sudan and the 
Central African Republic”, lecture at the workshop “Transnationalizing Clientelism: External  Governance 
and Informality in Areas of Limited Statehood”, Berlin, 19.06.2015 (T. Glawion, L. de Vries).

Selected 
Publications

- de Vries, Lotje, Tim Glawion (2015), Speculating on Crisis: The Progressive Disintegration of the 
Central African Republic’s Political Economy, CRU Report, October 2015, 54.

- Mehler, Andreas (2013), Positive, Ambiguous or Negative? Peacekeeping in the Local Security 
Fabric, in: Engel / Gomes Porto (eds.), Towards an African Peace and Security Regime. Continental  
Embeddedness, Transnational Linkages, Strategic Relevance, Farnham: Ashgate, 155 – 178.

- Mehler, Andreas (2012), Why Security Forces Do Not Deliver Security: Evidence from Liberia and 
the Central African Republic, in: Armed Forces & Society, 38, 1, 46 – 69.

- Mehler, Andreas (2011), Rebels and Parties: the Impact of Armed Insurgency on Representation 
in the Central African Republic, in: The Journal of Modern African Studies, 49, 1, 115–139.

>> Team: Prof. Dr. Andreas Mehler, Dr. Lotje de Vries, Tim Glawion

>> Duration: 2014 – 2017

>> Funding: German Research Foundation (DFG), part of CRC 700

Research 
Questions

The project investigates the effectiveness (differentiated in output, outcome and impact) of security 
provision in areas of limited statehood. It asks the following questions:
- What are the success factors of effective security provision on the local level (in situations of 
extreme state weakness)? 

- What is the role of specific context conditions like ethnic homogeneity (resulting in social capital), 
spatial distance to the country’s capital and presence/absence of external actors (particularly 
peacekeepers)? 

- What kind of policy implications can be drawn from strong local variance in countries invariably 
characterised as extremely weak? 

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

This project aims to close relevant research gaps. Empirically, there are immense gaps with regard 
to effectiveness of local security production (only scattered results by a few researchers,   including 
the project leader), and, conceptually, there is no appropriate differentiation of the container 
term hybridity/hybrid peace orders (MacGinty 2010, Boege 2009 etc.). The discipline of political  
science only now begins to focus on local arenas, arguably a decisive aspect when it comes 
to post- conflict peace. Existing case studies fail to link up and produce some level of generali-
sation. This project aims to contribute in closing those gaps while also trying to combine the 
strengths of anthropology and political science. Furthermore, there is only limited empirical insight 
on the two  focus countries, with South Sudan as the most recent independent state world-wide 
only  beginning to be explored by social scientists and CAR one of the most ‘under-researched’ 
 countries on earth.

Research Design 
and Methods

This project combines a case study approach with subnational comparative analysis. Research is 
based on qualitative methods of empirical enquiry, including techniques used by political anthro-
pologists and political scientists. Six local arenas of (effective and ineffective) security production 
in two countries (CAR, South Sudan) were selected in order to test our hypotheses pertaining to 
institutionalised actor constellations, absence/presence of international actors, social capital/ethnic 
homogeneity, socio-spatial distance to capital and national policies. After desk studies (focusing 
on the last item) intense fieldwork has started in all six arenas, where focus group discussions 
and non-participatory observation will be conducted by the research team; potentially a reduction 
to four sites will be administered. Research assistants maintain ‘event logs’ on security relevant 
events and developments over the entire project duration, expert interviews will be conducted in 
the two capitals.

Governing People's Safety in Areas of Extremely 
Limited Statehood: South Sudan and the Central 
African Republic
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Cooperation  
Partners

- Prof. Dr. Michael Brzoska, Institute for Peace Research and Security Policy, University of Hamburg 
(IFSH), Germany

- Dr. Michael Wahman, University of Missouri, USA
- Prof. T. Clifton Morgan, Rice University, Houston, Texas, USA
- Assistant Prof. Clara Portela, Singapore Management University, Singapore

Selected 
Events

- “The Determinants of Alignment: Authoritarian Collaboration in Different Issue Areas”, presentation 
at ISA’s 57th Annual Convention, Atlanta, 16.03.2016 (C. von Soest, G. Strüver).

- “How Do Autocrats Legitimate their Rule? First Findings from a New Regime Legitimation  Survey”, 
presentation at the Annual Meeting of the German Association of Political Science (DVPW), 
 Duisburg, 22.09.2015 (C. von Soest, J. Grauvogel).

- “Minimizing Humanitarian Consequences of Sanctions”, lecture at the Meeting of Working Group 
3 “UN sanctions, regional organizations, and emerging challenges” of High Level Review on UN 
Sanctions, Athens, 13.10.2014 (C. von Soest).

- “Coups, Fraudulent Elections and the Imposition of Democratic Sanctions”, presentation at the 
Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association (APSA), Wasington DC, 28.04.2014 
(C. von Soest)

- “Taking the Streets? Disentangling the Impact of Sanction Threats on Mass Protest”, presentation at 
the the ISA's 55th Annual Convention,Toronto, 28.03.2014 (C. von Soest, A. Licht, J. Grauvogel).

Selected 
Publications

- Borszik, Oliver (forthc.), International Sanctions against Iran and Tehran’s Responses: Political 
 Effects on the Targeted Regime, in: Contemporary Politics.

- Grauvogel, Julia, Christian von Soest (forthc.), Legitimationsstrategien von Autokratien im 
 Vergleich: Ergebnisse einer neuen Expertenumfrage (Legitimisation Strategies of Autocracies in 
Comparison: Results of a New Expert Survey), in: Zeitschrift für Vergleichende Politikwissenschaft.

- Grauvogel, Julia, Amanda Licht, Christian von Soest (forthc.), Sanctions and Signals: How Inter-
national Sanction Threats Trigger Protest in Targeted Regimes, in: International Studies Quarterly. 

- Wodrig, Stefanie, Julia Grauvogel (forthc.), Talking Past Each Other: Regional and Domestic 
 Resistance in the Burundian Intervention Scene, in: Cooperation and Conflict. 

- Grauvogel, Julia (2015), Regional Sanctions against Burundi: the Regime’s Argumentative 
 Self-entrapment, in: Journal of Modern African Studies, 53, 2, 169 – 191.

- Soest, Christian von, Michael Wahman (2015), Not all Dictators Are Equal: Coups, Fraudulent Elections 
and the Selective Targeting of Democratic Sanctions, in: Journal of Peace Research, 52, 1, 17 – 31.

- Soest, Christian von, Michael Wahman (2015), Are Democratic Sanctions Really 
Counterproductive?,  in: Democratization, 22, 6, 957 – 980.

- Grauvogel, Julia, Christian von Soest (2014), Claims to Legitimacy Count: Why Sanctions Fail to 
Instigate Democratization in Authoritarian Regimes, in: European Journal of Political Research,  
53, 4, 635 – 653. 

>> Team: Dr. Christian von Soest, Prof. Dr. Matthias Basedau, Julia Grauvogel

>> Duration: 2011 – 2016

>> Funding: Fritz Thyssen Foundation

Research 
Questions

- Which factors account for the long-term stability of authoritarian regimes in the face of 
international  sanctions and specifically those which aim at democratisation?

- Which structural power resources (e.g. repression, claims to legitimacy) do regimes fall back on, 
and how do they use them in reaction to external pressure in its various forms?

- Which counter-strategies do targeted regimes pursue?

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

Researchers have provided largely contradictory evidence concerning the effects of international 
sanctions on the persistence of authoritarian regimes. In response, building on insights from 
research on authoritarianism, sanctions and transitions, the project identifies the specific features 
of those regimes that have remained stable or unstable in the face of such external pressure. Of 
particular interest are authoritarian regimes’ international relations, as well as their characteristics, 
strategies and actions.

Research Design 
and Methods

The project combines several research methods. Qualitative comparative analysis (fsQCA) served 
to establish the characteristics of persistent authoritarian regimes under sanction pressure and 
to select country case studies for further in-depth analysis. These case studies – Belarus, Eritrea, 
Zimbabwe, Colombia, Syria, North Korea, Iran, and Burundi – are analysed comparatively. In 
addition,  two data sets were created. One provides information on the different sanctions imple-
mented by the UN, the US and the EU, and the other focuses on the legitimation strategies of 
non-democratic regimes. The data sets allowed for further quantitative-statistical analyses of the 
implementation and effects of sanctions.

Preliminary 
Results

The results of the fsQCA study attest (1) the importance of legitimation strategies employed 
by  almost all targeted regimes to withstand external pressure; (2) the relevance of the interplay 
between regime characteristics, sanctions and further international factors; and (3) the different  
causal pathways leading to regime persistence in the face of international sanctions, which were 
used to select the case studies Belarus, Eritrea, Zimbabwe, Colombia, Syria, North Korea, Iran, 
and  Burundi. In contrast to much existing research, the statistical analyses established the slightly 
positive effects of democratic sanctions on the level of democracy in targeted regimes. The 
assessment  also showed that three factors mainly drive US and EU policy makers’ decisions to 
impose democratic sanctions: the strength of trigger events indicating infringements of democratic 
and human rights, particularly coups d’état, the vulnerability of the target and sanctions’ costs for 
their sender.

Ineffective Sanctions? External Sanctions and the 
Persistence of Autocratic Regimes
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Cooperation  
Partners

- Prof. Dr. Matthijs Bogaards, Jacobs University Bremen, Germany
- Prof. Dr. Michael Brzoska, Institute for Peace Research and Security Policy,  
University of Hamburg (IFSH), Germany

- Prof. Dr. Susanne Buckley-Zistel, Universität Marburg, Germany
- Dr. Phil Clark, School of African and Oriental Studies (SOAS), London, UK
- Dr. Hanne Fjelde, Uppsala University (Department of Peace and Conflict Research), Sweden
- Prof. Dr. Christof Hartmann, Universität Duisburg-Essen, Germany
- Prof. Dr. Caroline Hartzell, Gettysburg College, USA
- Prof. Dr. Håvard Hegre, University of Oslo/Peace Research Institute Oslo (PRIO), Norway
- Prof. Dr. Donald Horowitz, Duke University, USA
- Prof. Dr. Keith Krause, Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies,  
Geneva, Switzerland

- Prof. Dr. Ben Reilly, Murdoch University, Perth, Australia
- Prof. Dr. Phil. G. Roeder, University of California at San Diego, USA
- Prof. Dr. Gerald Schneider, Universität Konstanz, Germany
- Prof. Dr. Timothy D. Sisk, University of Denver, USA
- Prof. Dr. Stefan Wolff, University of Birmingham, UK

Selected 
Events

- “Including Victims in Peace Processes – Colombian Experiences”, presentation at ISA’s 57th 
 Annual Convention, Atlanta, 18.03.2016 (S. Kurtenbach).

- “Institutional Reform in Conflict Societies”, roundtable and panel at ISA’s 56th Annual Convention, 
New Orleans, 19.02.2015 (N. Ansorg).

- “Peace through institutions? Constitutional choices for divided societies”, workshop Point Sud, 
Stellenbosch, 14.–15.11.2014 (A. Mehler)

- “The Political Economy of Foreign Aid, Power-Sharing, and Post-Conflict Political Development”, 
presentation at the ECPR Graduate Conference,  Innsbruck, 04.07.2014 (F. Haaß).

- ISP Network Conferences: Berlin 2012, Oslo 2013, Geneva 2014, Hamburg 2015  
(see Preliminary Results)

Selected 
Publications

- Ansorg, Nadine, Sabine Kurtenbach (eds.) (forthc.), Institutional Reforms and Peacebuilding. 
Change, Path-Dependency and Societal Divisions in Post-War Communities, London: Routledge.

- Haaß, Felix, Sabine Kurtenbach, Julia Strasheim (2016), Flucht vor dem Frieden: Emigration aus Nach-
kriegsgesellschaften (Escape from Peace: Emigration after Civil War), in: GIGA Focus Global, 02/2016.

- Strasheim, Julia, Hanne Fjelde (2014), Pre-Designing Democracy: Institutional Design of Interim 
 Governments and Democratization in 15 Post-Conflict Societies, in: Democratization, 21, 2, 335 – 358. 

- Ansorg, Nadine, Felix Haaß, Julia Strasheim (2013), Institutions for Sustainable Peace: From 
 Research Gaps to New Frontiers, in: Global Governance, 19, 19 – 26. 

- Mehler, Andreas, Sabine Kurtenbach (2013), Introduction: Institutions for Sustainable Peace? 
Determinants and Effects of Institutional Choices in Divided Societies, special issues of Civil Wars, 
15, 1, 1 – 6. 

>> Team: Dr. Nadine Ansorg (coordinator), Prof. Dr. Matthias Basedau,  
 Felix Haaß, Dr. Sabine Kurtenbach, Prof. Dr. Andreas Mehler, Julia Strasheim

>> Duration: 2012 – 2016

>> Funding: Leibniz Competition

Research 
Questions

- How can institutional engineering be effective and successful in post-conflict and, in particular, 
divided societies? 

- Which institutions and which combination of institutions reduce the potential for violent conflicts 
and other types of violence? 

- How do specific factors such as the character of divisions or the traumatic experience of violence 
impact the prospects for successful institutional engineering? 

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

The project connects to the debates on institutional engineering (e.g. Lijphart, Horowitz, Reynolds) 
and systematically analyses the effects and success of different institutional designs. Research on 
institutional conditions for and determinants of peace is often geographically and – due to a focus 
on the field of post-conflict studies – thematically fragmented. The present project aims to over-
come this fragmentation by initiating cooperation between several research institutions, with GIGA 
as the main partner. The project studies the success of particular institutional designs (decentrali-
sation or federal systems, particular election systems, regulation of party systems, power-sharing) 
and undertakes integrative analyses of interactions among the entire set of institutions that 
 influence the potential for violence.

The project furthermore identifies how societal divisions and/or post-conflict situations affect the 
prospects of particular institutional options: specific economic, cultural, political, and historical 
contexts are included in the analysis of institutions. Non-institutional factors such as ethnicity, 
religion or resources are also considered.

Research Design 
and Methods

Using a comparative area studies approach, the project carries out a comparative investigation of 
those societies that display a specific risk of conflict escalation, such as post-conflict societies and 
“divided societies” (societies divided along ethnic, religious or other social lines). The project brings 
international experts from this field of research together in one collaborative project. Individual 
findings are exchanged in order to systematically correlate them within a new research approach. 
Research agendas are discussed and developed at conferences and workshops, then carried 
out in concrete research and publication projects. The networking process is institutionalised 
by an academic exchange programme and a substantive “research unit” at the GIGA. A further 
element of the project is the “Institutions for Sustainable Peace” database, which systematically 
links different  findings from within the field and fills research gaps by including the complex set of 
institutional choices available as well as the exact character of divisions and conflict risks.

Preliminary 
Results

The network held four conferences: “Institutions for Sustainable Peace: From Research Gaps to 
New Frontiers” (Berlin, 7 – 8 September 2012), “Harmony or Cacophony? The ‘Concert of Insti-
tutions’ in Divided Societies” (Oslo, 13 – 14 June 2013), “Institutional Reforms in Post-war and 
 Divided Societies” (Geneva, 27 – 28 May 2014), and “Why Institutions Matter: Linking Research 
and Practice on Institutions for Sustainable Peace” (Hamburg, 8 – 10 April 2015). GIGA staff 
published an annotated bibliography of datasets in the study of institutions and conflict in divided 
societies which is available at the GIGA website. Also the codebook for classifying the datasets 
included in the annotated bibliography and the datasets themselves are made available, following 
the principle of Open Access.

Institutions for Sustainable Peace – Comparing  
Institutional Options for Divided Societies and Post-
Conflict Countries
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Preliminary 
Results

Both the discourse analysis as well as the interviews have shown that inter-elite trust has been 
comparatively lower in Egypt than in Tunisia. Several structural-institutional factors have led to 
these diverging levels of trust that have affected the different transition paths of both countries.

Selected 
Events

- “The Fragility of Transitions: Comparing Tunisia and Egypt Democratic Transitions”, GIGA Forum, 
Hamburg, 28.10.2015 (A. Ranko).

- “What about the Islamists? Assessing the Consequences of Political Exclusion after the Arab 
Spring”, GIGA Talk, Berlin, 08.10.2015 (A. Ranko).

- “Inter-elite Trust and Fragility of Transitions: A Comparison between the Party Elites of Egypt 
and Tunisia, presentation at Annual Meeting of the Middle East Studies Association (MESA)”, 
 Washington DC, 24.12.2014 and at the Annual Meeting of the American Political Science 
 Association (APSA), Washington DC, 30.08.2014

Selected 
Publications

- Ranko, Annette (2015), The Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood and its Quest for Hegemony in Egypt: 
State-Discourse and Islamist Counter-Discourse, Wiesbaden: VS Springer.

- Ranko, Annette, Justyna Nedza (2015), Crossing the Ideological Divide? Egypt's Salafists and the 
Muslim Brotherhood after the Arab Spring, in: Studies in Conflict and Terrorism,  
DOI: 10.1080/1057610X.2015.1116274.

- Ranko, Annette (2014), Die Muslimbruderschaft – Porträt einer mächtigen Verbindung  
(The  Muslim Brotherhood – Portrait of a Powerful Alliance), Hamburg: Edition Körber-Stiftung.

- Ranko, Annette (2014), Selective Moderation of the Muslim Brotherhood under Mubarak – The 
Role of the Regime's Discourse and of Islamist Political Inclusion, in: Politische Vierteljahresschrift, 
3, 493 – 517.

- Iskander, Elizabeth, Annette Ranko (2013), The Fall of the Muslim Brotherhood: Implications for 
Egypt, in: Middle East Policy, XX, 4, 111 – 123.

>> Team: Dr. Annette Ranko, Dr. Mazen Hassan

>> Duration: 2014 – 2016

>> Funding: German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD)

Research 
Questions

How has inter-elite trust between Islamist and secular party elites shaped the diverging transition 
paths in Egypt and Tunisia since 2011?

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

Trust is one of the central concepts or social sciences and recently also political science. It has 
been used to explain numerous dependent variables of social, economic, and political nature. This 
project uses this concept to explain why transitions have taken different forms in the two Arab 
Spring countries: Egypt and Tunisia. While studies of the transitions literature have taken such an 
approach especially with regards to Latin American cases, it was never given parallel attention 
regarding Arab Spring countries.

Research Design 
and Methods

For the project semi-structured interviews with Tunisian and Egyptian party elites are conducted.  
Party leaders’ discourses in the press are analysed, and process-tracing is conducted.

Inter-Elite Trust and the Fragility of Transitions:  
A Comparison between the Party Elites of Tunisia 
and Egypt
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Preliminary 
Results

In a series of workshops, participants identified several similar or comparable experiences between 
the cases under investigation. They also focused on the dynamics between the four countries and 
how the positive and negative experiences of each country influence the power-sharing debate in 
the sub-region. Deeper research has been done in the conflict structure and the sectarian  framing 
of the four societies Special emphasis has been put on ongoing debates among oppositional 
groups and the official regime discourse about a reform of existing and the introduction of new 
power-sharing arrangements.

Cooperation  
Partners

- Common Space Initiative (CSI), Beirut, Lebanon

Selected 
Events

- “Power-sharing Arrangements for the Middle East”, presentation at the Conference “Wars and 
Wars’ Ending in the Post-2011 Middle East.”, Byblos, Lebanon, 13.11.2015 (S. Rosiny). 

- “The Relevance of Taif for other complex conflicts: The case of Syria”, presentation at the 
Conference  “The Taif Agreement 25 Years Later”, Beirut, 24.10.2014 (S. Rosiny).

- “Challenges and Chances of Power Sharing for Syria and the Region”, presentation at the World 
Congress for Middle Eastern Studies (WOCMES), Ankara, 20.08.2014 (S. Rosiny).

- “Power Sharing in the Middle East – Experiences and Prospects”, Conference at the GIGA, 
 Hamburg, 05.– 06.12.2013 (H. Fürtig, S. Rosiny).

Selected 
Publications

- Rosiny, Stephan (2015), A Quarter Century of “Transitory Power Sharing.” Lebanon’s Unfulfilled 
Taif Accord of 1989 Revisited, in: Civil Wars, 19, 4, 485 – 502.

- Rosiny, Stephan (2013), Power Sharing in Syria: Lessons from Lebanon’s Taif Experience, in: 
 Middle East Policy, XX, 2, 41 – 55.

- Rosiny, Stephan (2013), Ausweg aus dem Bürgerkrieg. Machtteilung in Syrien statt regionalem 
Flächenbrand (Way out of the civil war: power sharing instead of increasing regional conflict),  
in: Osteuropa, 63, 9, 3 – 15. 

- Rosiny, Stephan (2012), Konflikt und Machtteilung in fragmentierten Gesellschaften: Syrien, 
Bahrain, Libanon und Irak im Vergleich (Conflict and power sharing in fragmented societies; Syria, 
Bahrain, Lebonon and Iraq in comparison), in: Schoch, Hauswedell, Kursawe, Johannsen (eds.), 
Friedensgutachten 2012, Münster: Lit-Verlag, 2012, 249 – 262. 

>> Team: Dr. Stephan Rosiny, Prof. Dr. Henner Fürtig 

>> Duration: 2012 – 2016

>> Funding: VolkswagenStiftung

Research 
Questions

The research project stems from the observation that some of the “Arab Spring” uprisings, namely, 
those in Bahrain and Syria, slipped into bloody crackdowns and/or civil wars. In other countries, 
such as Lebanon and Iraq, there were hardly any protests. In all four countries we find multiple 
ethnic-sectarian divisions within society. Yet, whereas Lebanon and Iraq have implied power- 
sharing arrangements, the other two (Bahrain and Syria) are mainly mono-ethnic autocracies.
The research questions are as follows:
- What impact do ethnic cleavages have on social, political and economic relations in the divided 
societies of the East Arab countries? How do the four countries under investigation differ in how 
they deal with this fragmentation, and how do they influence each other?

- Are there any options and chances for power-sharing agreements that take the ethnic divide 
into consideration and at the same time help the fragmented communities to bridge the gaps 
between them?

- How can EU stakeholders support such processes as external mediators and supporters of 
institution building?

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

While quite a lot of research has been carried out on the two existing power-sharing arrangements 
in Lebanon and Iraq, the ongoing debates on their reform or even their abolishment in these two 
countries as well as the possibility of transferring such power-sharing arrangements to Syria and 
Bahrain have not yet been investigated. The current project is innovative in this respect. 

Further innovative elements include the project’s comparative design and its aim of investigating 
future options for such reforms and arrangements for all four countries. The aim is to broaden 
the understanding of “security” towards a comprehensive approach that incorporates “mutual 
security”,  instruments of conflict moderation and conflict prevention.

Research Design 
and Methods

In several steps, the project investigates the history and current situation of these divided 
societies,  as well as their political structures. It also analyses the existing constitutions and laws, as 
well as the reforms and alternatives under debate, primarily in comparison to the consociationalist  
(Lijphart, Lehmbruch) and the centripetalist approach (Horowitz).

Power-Sharing in Multi-Ethnic Societies of  
the Middle East
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Preliminary 
Results

In Bolivia’s hydrocarbon sector the consultation processes and their outcomes have varied 
greatly depending on the negotiating capacity of the indigenous organisations involved and their 
relationship  with the Bolivian government. The consultations with indigenous lowland minorities  
were more conflictive and resulted in more comprehensive and specific final consultation 
 agreements. In general, however, these processes tended to be reduced to a bargaining tool for 
achieving  a share of the pie from extraction revenues rather than for securing the rights and the 
livelihood of local populations. 

In Peru, the analysis of participation processes revealed that the conflict degree and the underlying 
motives from local populations varied according to each region. For example, the processes in the 
Northern Amazon were especially conflictive due to serious environmental damages from previous 
oil extraction and in Puno because of the perception of threat for existing economic alternatives. 
The recently concluded prior consultation processes are likely to remain ineffective due to vague 
final agreements and a lack of follow-up mechanisms. 

The comparison of the cases from both countries reveals that power asymmetries, a lack of 
intercultural understanding, biased pro-extraction information, weak follow-up mechanisms and 
the resistance of both states to establish binding compromises with local populations have limited 
the effectiveness of indigenous participation. It also helps explain why the total rejection of new 
 projects has been much more common in Peru than in Bolivia; being the main reasons more 
severe environmental contamination, the historical neglect of Amazonian communities by the state 
and the greater opposition by regional and local governments to extraction in Peru.

Cooperation  
Partners

- Prof. Dr. René Kuppe, University of Vienna, Austria
- Dr. John-Andrew McNeish, UMB Norwegian University of Life Sciences, Norway
- Dr. Barbara Hogenboom, CEDLA Amsterdam, Netherlands

Selected 
Events

- “Konsultation, Partizipation und Konflikttransformation. (Consultation, participation and conflict 
transformation), workshop with the DSF, Hamburg, 21.– 25.06.2015.

- “Consultas  Conflictivas: la consulta previa en la práctica de la industria de gas y petróleo en  Bolivia y 
Perú”, presentation at the ADLAF Annual Meeting, Berlin, 27.06.2014 (A. Schilling-Vacaflor).

- “Rethinking the Consultation-Conflict Link. Lessons from Bolivia’s and Peru’s Gas and Oil  Sector”, 
presentation at the XXXII International Congress of the Latin American Studies Association, 
 Chicago, 22.05.2014 (A. Schilling-Vacaflor).

Selected 
Publications

- Schilling-Vacaflor, Almut (forthc.), ‘If the Company Belongs to You, How Can You Be Against it?’ 
Limiting Participation and Taming Dissent in Neo-extractivist Bolivia, in: Journal of Peasant Studies.

- Schilling-Vacaflor, Almut, Riccarda Flemmer (2015), Conflict Transformation through Prior 
 Consultation?, in: Journal of Latin American Studies, 47, 4, 811 – 839.

- Schilling-Vacaflor, Almut, Riccarda Flemmer (2015), Rohstoffabbau in Lateinamerika: Fehlende 
Bürgerbeteiligung schürt Konflikte (Resource extraction in Latin America: lacking participation 
fuels conflicts), GIGA Focus Lateinamerika, 05/2015.

- Schilling-Vacaflor, Almut (2014), Rethinking the Consultation-Conflict Link. Lessons from Bolivia’s 
Gas Sector, in: Canadian Journal of Development Studies, 35, 4, 503 – 521.

- Schilling-Vacaflor, Almut (2013), Prior Consultations in Plurinational Bolivia: Democracy, Rights and 
Real Life Experiences, in: Latin American and Caribbean Ethnic Studies, 8, 2, 202 – 220.

>> Team: Dr. Almut Schilling-Vacaflor, Ricarda Flemmer, Anna Hujber

>> Duration: 2012 – 2016

>> Funding: German Foundation for Peace Research (DSF),  
 Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ)

Research 
Questions

- What characteristics have consultation procedures, and their outcomes, in the Bolivian and 
 Peruvian hydrocarbon sectors demonstrated since 2007?

- Which conflict constellations and dynamics can be observed within these procedures?
- Which factors enable or limit the implementation of comprehensive consultations, the 
guaranteeing  of the human rights of those involved, and the just balancing of the interests at stake?

- How have prior consultations contributed to conflict escalation or transformation?

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

Despite their great practical relevance, prior consultations remain under-researched. The research 
project aims to address the following research gaps:
- A lack of systematic and comparative studies on consultation cases that are based on detailed 
knowledge of each case

- A lack of in-depth ethnographic case studies that explore formal and informal local processes as 
well as the perceptions, interests and strategies of the heterogeneous actors involved

- A lack of investigation into the connections between consultation practices and socio- 
environmental conflicts

- A lack of research that focuses on the substantial dimension of prior consultations/FPIC, i.e. their 
outputs and outcomes

The project brings together diverse theoretical strands (e.g. theories on participatory development, 
contentious politics, legal pluralism, neo-extractivism). The dialogue between these theories and 
empirical data will contribute to the development of a middle-range theory on prior consultations/
FPIC in extractive industries.

Research Design 
and Methods

In this project we collected primary resources (ministry reports, acts, state-community 
agreements,  reports from indigenous communities, letters, Environmental Impact Assessments) 
about 30 prior consultation cases and their results in Bolivia’s hydrocarbon sector and about 
178 informative events (2007-2012) and eight prior consultation procedures and their results 
about planned hydrocarbon activities in Peru’s Amazon. These data were complemented with 
over 200  semi-structured interviews with representatives from the state, extraction companies, 
indigenous organisations and NGOs and with field notes from the participatory observation in at 
least one complete consultation process in each country as well as in many diverse meetings and 
assemblies  from indigenous communities and organisations. We also carried out participatory 
conflict analysis, and used methods from cognitive anthropology (free-lists, pile-sorts) to deepen 
our knowledge about conflict dynamics and related ideologies and strategies from diverse groups 
of actors. The data were analysed with the support of the software ANTHROPAC, ATLAS.ti, Excel, 
QCA and QGIS for systematically and comparatively analysing our data and for answering our 
main research questions. This proceeding allowed us to get in-depth knowledge about specific 
cases in concrete local contexts, but also to generate new insights based on intra-country and 
cross-country comparisons of participation processes, their results and respective conflict dynamics.

Prior Consultation and Conflict Transformation in 
Resource Governance: Bolivia and Peru
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Preliminary 
Results

The project has already yielded many results, which can be summarised as follows: Preliminary 
analysis of the database on developing countries confirms the assumption that religious factors 
beyond religious demographics impact the risk of armed conflict. These factors include the overlap 
of religious with ethnic and regional identities as well as horizontal economic inequalities between 
religious groups. Discourse also plays a role as, for instance, incitement to violence and grievances 
over perceived discrimination increase the conflict risk in some circumstances.
 Another important finding is that results differ according to the type of conflict and the role of 
 religion therein. If warring factions have different religious affiliations, the aforementioned overlaps  
become more important. When an incompatibility over religious ideas is part of the conflict, 
 discourse becomes more important. Interestingly, the research has found little evidence of a 
proactive  impact of religious factors on peace. While the database (as well as the preliminary 
findings  from the country case studies) reveals many instances of peace activism and interreligious 
dialogue on the part of religious actors, regression results do not indicate that these efforts have 
substantially reduced conflict risk. Apparently, other forms of religious institutionalisation count.

Cooperation  
Partners

- Prof. Dr. Jonathan Fox, Bar-Ilan University in Ramat Gan, Israel

Selected 
Events

- “Religion und Entwicklung. Vom Konfliktfaktor zur Friedensressource?” (Religion and 
development.  From a factor of conflict towards a resource for peace?), presentation at the Federal 
Ministry of Development, Bonn, 31.10.2012 (M. Basedau).

Selected 
Publications

- Basedau, Matthias, Carlo Koos (forthc.), When Religious Leaders Support Faith-Based Violence. 
Evidence from a Survey Poll in South Sudan, in: Political Research Quarterly.

- Basedau, Matthias, Birte Pfeiffer, Johannes Vüllers (2016), Bad Religion? Religion, Collective  
 Action, and the Onset of Armed Conflict in Developing Countries, in: Journal of Conflict 
Resolution,  60, 2, 226 – 255. 

- Vüllers, Johannes, Birte Pfeiffer, Matthias Basedau (2015), Measuring the Ambivalance of the Sacred:  
Introducing the Religion and Conflict in Developing Countries (RCDC) Dataset, in: International 
 Interactions, 41, 5, 857 – 881.

- Basedau, Matthias, Georg Strüver, Johannes Vüllers, Tim Wegenast (2011), Do Religious Factors 
Impact Armed Conflict? Evidence from Sub-Saharan Africa, in: Terrorism and Political Violence, 
23, 5, 752 – 779.

- Basedau, Matthias (2009), Religion und Gewaltkonflikt im subsaharischen Afrika: Zur Rolle 
religiöser Faktoren in Benin und der Elfenbeinküste (Religion and Violent Conflict in Sub-Saharan 
Africa: On the Role of Religious Factors in Benin and Ivory Coast), in: Politische Vierteljahreschrift, 
PVS Sonderheft, 150 – 176.

>> Team: Prof. Dr. Matthias Basedau, Georg Strüver, Dr. Johannes Vüllers

>> Duration: 2008 – 2018

>> Funding: Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ), 
 German Israeli Foundation

Research 
Questions

- Ambivalence: Under what conditions do religious factors lead to violence or peace? 
- Multidimensionality of religion: What particular religious factors (group identities, religious ideas, 
religious organisations) lead to violence or peace? 

- Non-religious context: What non-religious factors impact violence and peace independently from 
or in conjunction with religion?

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

The project on religion and conflict seeks to fill a gap in peace and conflict studies. While many 
theoretical arguments can be made regarding the link between religion and conflict or peace (e.g. 
Appleby, Toft), comprehensive empirical studies are scarce and quantitative analyses are generally 
based only on demographic data. Many case studies exist, but these are hardly comparable given 
the different research questions and theoretical and methodological approaches. Among the few 
comprehensive studies to date is a research project on religion and conflict in Africa which was 
conducted at GIGA (and funded by the German Foundation of Peace Research) and upon which 
this project can build.

Research Design 
and Methods

The project uses a variety of methodologies and thus entails a pronounced multi-method 
 approach:
- A qualitative small N-comparison of several country cases in Africa, Asia, the Middle East and 
Latin America (Algeria, Niger, Nigeria, South Sudan, El Salvador, Philippines, Indonesia) 

- Local studies of so-called “hot spots” within the country cases, that are designed to shed light on 
the micro-level 

- A large-N comparison of almost all countries in the four regions that builds on a comprehensive 
database of 130 developing countries (an extension of an Africa database). 

- A large-N comparison of (almost) all religious groups in the four regions that feeds into a 
 database on religious minorities and conflict, which will be jointly compiled with an Israeli partner. 

Religion and Conflict: On the Ambivalence  
of Religious Factors in Africa, Asia, Latin America 
and the Middle East
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Cooperation  
Partners

- Dr. Khalid Wazani, Isnaad Consulting, Jordan
- Dr. Christiane Fröhlich, Institute for Peace Research and Security Policy, University of Hamburg 
(IFSH), Germany

Selected 
Events

- “Brandherd Nahost – Wie der Syrien-Krieg die Welt verändert” (How the Syrian War is Changing  
the World), GIGA-NDR cooperation series “Grenzgänger” (Crossing Borders), Hamburg, 
09.05.2016 (A. Bank).

- “Local Side Shows: The Syrian War in Jordan”, presentation at the 56th ISA Annual Convention, 
New Orleans, 20.02.2015 (A. Bank).

- “The Cross-Border Effects of the Syrian War”, presentation at the Conference “Wars and Wars’ 
Ending in the Post-2011 Middle East.”, Byblos, Lebanon, 12.11.2015 (A. Bank). 

Selected 
Publications

- Bank, André (2016), Syrische Flüchtlinge in Jordanien: Zwischen Schutz und Marginalisierung 
 (Syrian Refugees in Jordan: Between Protection and Marginalisation), GIGA Focus Nahost, 
03/2016.

- De Juan, Alexander, André Bank (2015), The Ba'thist Blackout? Selective Goods Provision and 
Political Violence in the Syrian Civil War, in: Journal of Peace Research, 52, 1, 91 – 104. 

- Bank, André (2014), Jordaniens Innenpolitik im Schatten des Islamischen Staates (Jordan's 
 Domestic Politics under the Shadow of the Islamic State), GIGA Focus Nahost, 09/2014 

- Bank André, Erik Mohns (2013), Die syrische Revolte. Protestdynamik, Regimerepression und Inter-
nationalisierung (The Syrian Revolt: Protest Dynamics, Regime Repression, and Internationalisation), 
in: Jünemann, Zorob (eds.), Arabellions. Zur Vielfalt von Protest und Revolte im Nahen Osten und 
Nordafrika, Wiesbaden: Springer VS, 2013, 85 – 106.

>> Team: Dr. André Bank, Yazan Doughan

>> Duration: 2015 – 2017

>> Funding: German Foundation for Peace Research (DSF)

Research 
Questions

The Syrian war has not also brought about massive humanitarian suffering in the country itself, 
with more than 200,000 deaths and up to a dozen million refugees and internally displaced 
people.  Like other mass-scale civil wars, the Syrian war has also diffused beyond its borders, 
particularly transforming the regions in the immediate neighbourhood. Focusing on Jordan, 
the  research project investigates these local transformations in the neighbourhood of wars, the 
 so-called “Neben-Kriegsschauplätze.” It asks, first, which political, social and economic dynamics 
do currently affect the local orders in neighbourhood of the Syrian war? Second, how do central 
status groups from within these local orders themselves view the transformation of the respective 
local order since the beginning of the Syrian war in 2011? The project thus aims at investigating 
both the status quo of local orders in Northern Jordan circa five years after the beginning of the 
war as well as the historical trajectory of these transformations.  

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

The research project is located in the field of peace and conflict studies. It combines insights from 
studies on the transnational diffusion (Buhaug/Gleditsch 2008; Checkel 2013), on cross-border 
networks of conflicts (Pugh et al. 2004; Leenders 2007) as well as on local orders within wars 
 (Arjona 2015; Staniland 2012; Wood 2008) to develop a conceptual framework for the study 
of local orders in the neighbourhood of wars. The three analytical dimensions “violent control & 
 regulation,” “identity & mobilisation,” and “material reproduction” are broad enough to incorporate  
the most crucial political, social and economic processes affecting the “secondary theaters 
of war.” This conceptual framework will guide the detailed empirical case studies in Northern 
Jordanian  cities. Against this background, the end results of the project will hopefully not only 
speak to students of the Syrian war and local politics in the Middle East, but will also be of interest 
to the wider peace and conflict studies community.

Research Design 
and Methods

The project will undertake substantial qualitative research in the three Northern Jordanian cities of 
Irbid, Mafraq and Ramtha which have all been strongly affected by the Syrian war. It is inspired by 
the recent “local turn” in peace and conflict studies (MacGinty/Richmond 2013) and will employ 
ethnographic methods in two separate field research stays (Schatz 2009; Schlichte 2013). The first 
field research aims at “mapping” the respective local orders along the three analytical dimensions;  
this will be done by interviewing representatives of local status groups, i.e. governorate/ city admin-
istration, opposition activists, social elites, traders as well as incoming Syrians. The second field 
research will build on these insights and hold focus group discussions with selected “members” 
of different status group in order to be able to understand the (potentially competing) narratives 
and ways of making sense of the local transformations. Together, this thick qualitative research 
design should allow to both see general, over-arching patterns of local transformation as well as 
specificities  of the individual cases. 

Secondary Theatres of War: The Syrian War  
in Jordan 
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Cooperation  
Partners

- Prof. Dr. Michael Brzoska, Institute for Peace Research and Security Policy, University of Hamburg 
(IFSH), Germany 

-  Prof. Dr. Keith Krause, Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies, Centre on 
Conflict, Development & Peacebuilding (CCDP), Geneva, Switzerland

Selected 
Publications

- Kurtenbach, Sabine (2015),  State Formation and Patterns of Violence: A Cross Regional 
 Comparison, in: Víctor M. González Sánchez (ed.), Economy, Politics and Governance: 
 Challenges for the 21st Century, New York: Nova Publishers, 2015 

- Ansorg, Nadine (2014), Wars Without Borders: Conditions for the Development of Regional 
 Conflict Systems in Sub-Saharan Africa, in: International Area Studies Review, 17, 3.

- Kurtenbach, Sabine (2014), Postwar Violence in Guatemala: A Mirror of the Relationship between 
Youth and Adult Society, in: International Journal of Conflict and Violence, 8, 1, 119 – 133.

- Kurtenbach, Sabine, Ingrid Wehr (2014), Verwobene Moderne und Einhegung von Gewalt: die 
Ambivalenzen der Gewaltkontrolle (Interwoven Modernity and Enclosure of Violence: The Ambiva-
lences of Controlling Violence), in: Politische Vierteljahresschrift, Sonderheft 48, 95 – 127.

- Strasheim, Julia, Hanne Fjelde (2014), Pre-Designing Democracy: Institutional Design of Interim 
 Governments and Democratization in 15 Post-Conflict Societies, in: Democratization, 21, 2, 335 – 358.

- Ansorg, Nadine (2013), Kriege ohne Grenzen. Ursachen regionaler Konfliktsysteme in Sub-Sahara 
Afrika (Wars without Borders. Sources of Regional Konflict Systems in Sub-Saharan Africa), 
 Wiesbaden: Springer VS.

- Kurtenbach, Sabine (2013), The “Happy Outcomes” May Not Come At All – Postwar Violence in 
Central America, in: Civil Wars, 15, 1, 105 – 122.

>> Team: Dr. Nadine Ansorg, Dr. Sabine Kurtenbach, Julia Strasheim

>> Duration: 2016 – 2018

>> Funding: German Research Foundation (DFG)

Research 
Questions

Security Sector Reform (SSR) is commonly defined as changes in the structure and conduct of 
those state institutions responsible for the prosecution and punishment of non-legal manifestations  
of violence: the military, police, and judiciary. Scholars and practitioners alike thereby see the 
 process of SSR as one of the most vital elements for creating a stable post-war peace. The 
 empirical record shows that SSR has been more successful in some cases than in others in 
 contributing to post-war peace, understood here as the absence of collective, political violence. 
While SSR stands as a substantial contribution to peace after civil war in Liberia (Aboagye and 
Rupiya, 2005) or Nicaragua (Kurtenbach, 2010), violence persisted in other cases where SSR 
was part of the peacebuilding effort, such as in the DRC. Against this background, the goal of the 
project is to identify why SSR leads to post-war peace in some cases but not in others. Thus, the 
research question guiding this project is: Under what conditions does SSR increase the stability of 
post-war peace?

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

The project will contribute to past research in three ways. (1) Theoretically, we construct an 
argument  on the impact of post-war SSR on peace that links closely to the debate of post-
war  institutional reform, a link that has been inadequately established by past research. In this 
argument,  we particularly attend to the question of who controls a post-war SSR process. (2) 
Methodologically, we add to past research by testing our assumptions using a mixed-method 
 research design that combines inductive case studies for theory-building with statistical analysis 
for theory-testing. This strategy allows us to formulate generalizable findings on the effects of SSR 
on peace as well as studying tangible steps of causal mechanisms. (3) Empirically, we advance 
past research by selecting cases from distinct world regions (El Salvador, the DRC, and Nepal), 
while previous studies often compare SSR intra-regionally (e.g. Heiduk, 2014; Slaby, 2003). 
Studying cases from different regions allows us to discover mechanisms of SSR that work across 
cultural contexts. We also study early and more recent cases of SSR to consider both short-term 
and long-term effects.

Research Design 
and Methods

We use a mixed-method research design that connects theory-building case studies with theory-
testing statistical analysis. 
(1) First, we conduct three theory-building, inductive case studies for which we select cases 

of SSR that past research as well as policy reports consider as instances of successful or 
unsuccessful SSR. To ensure cross-regional comparison, we choose cases from different 
world regions. Based on the expertise of the applicants, the cases are from Latin America, 
 sub-Saharan  Africa, and Asia. Based on these criteria, the following countries are selected:  
El Salvador, the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) as well as Nepal. Underlying causal 
mechanisms will be traced by performing process tracing that draws on semi-structured elite 
and expert interviews with several groups of interviewees during field work. 

(2) Choosing to first conduct the case study analysis in our research design is a strategy that 
 allows us not only to refine our theory and develop hypotheses out of our assumptions, but 
to also identify more refined variables for which we can then explore more generalizable 
relationships.  Thus, in a second step, we test the proposed relationships in a statistical  survival 
analysis that allows us to formulate generalizable observations on the impact of SSR on the 
 stability of post-war peace. We test our hypotheses on all post-war peace periods (1990 – 2013).

Security Sector Reform and the Stability of  
Post-War Peace 
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Selected 
Publications

- Basedau, Matthias (forthc.), Ideen, Identitäten und Institutionen – Explikation eines multidimen-
sionalen Religionsbegriffs in der Friedens- und Konfliktforschung (Ideas, Identities and Institutions  
– Explication of a Multidimensional Concept of Religion in Peace and Conflict Studies), in: 
Zeitschrift für Friedens- und Konfliktforschung (ZeFKo).

- Basedau, Matthias, Jonathan Fox, Jan Pierskalla, Georg Strüver, Johannes Vüllers (forthc.), Does 
Discrimination breed Grievances—and do Grievances breed Violence? New Evidence from an 
Analysis of Religious Minorities in Developing Countries, in: Conflict Management and Peace 
 Science.

- Basedau, Matthias, Carlo Koos (forthc.), When Religious Leaders support Faith-based Violence. 
Evidence from a Survey Poll in South Sudan, in: Political Research Quarterly.

- Basedau, Matthias, Birte Pfeiffer, Johannes Vüllers (2016), Bad Religion? Religion, Collective  
 Action, and the Onset of Armed Conflict in Developing Countries, in: Journal of Conflict 
Resolution,  60, 2, 226 – 255.

- Prediger, Sebastian, Björn Vollan, Benedikt Herrmann (2014), Resource Scarcity and Antisocial 
Behavior, in: Journal of Public Economics, 119, 1 – 9.

- Basedau, Matthias, Johannes Vüllers, Peter Körner (2013), What drives Interreligious Violence? 
Lessons from Nigeria, Cote d'Ivoire and Tanzania, in: Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, 36, 10, 
857 – 879.

- Vollan, Björn, Sebastian Prediger, Markus Frölich (2013), Co-managing Common-pool Resources: 
Do Formal Rules have to be Adapted to Traditional Ecological Norms?, in: Ecological Economics, 
95, 51 – 62.

- Basedau, Matthias, Georg Strüver, Johannes Vüllers, Tim Wegenast (2011), Do Religious Factors 
impact Armed Conflict? Evidence from Sub-Saharan Africa, in: Terrorism and Political Violence, 
23, 5, 752 – 779.

>> Team: Prof. Dr. Matthias Basedau, Dr. Simone Gobien, Dr. Sebastian Prediger

>> Duration: 2015 – 2017

>> Funding: Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ)

Research 
Questions

Religion plays an important role in the process of social and economic development. In most 
societies,  especially in developing countries, religious beliefs strongly shape the political and 
economic institutions, and hence either hamper or spur overall development. However, despite its 
potentially important role for prosperity, religion has been a neglected area in development policy 
and development cooperation. This project thus seeks to investigate empirically what conditions of 
religion stimulate or retard sustainable development. Given the relevance for development, it also 
seeks to provide policy recommendation for development policy and development co-operation.

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

The project contributes to the international research on religion by delivering an up-to-date 
literature  review, by compiling and analysing a comprehensive database on religion and 
sustainable  development, and by analysing the data from the qualitative case studies, the elite 
surveys, one representative survey, and behavioural experiments.

Research Design 
and Methods

These research questions will be addressed in three modules. In module 1, the project team will 
thoroughly review the literature and identify pertinent research gaps. In module 2, as the core 
part of the project, the team will conduct a number of empirical investigations, for which a mixed 
research design will be employed, containing three major elements. First, the project will compile a 
comprehensive data set on 125 developing countries (1990-2014). Second, the team will conduct 
three qualitative case studies, including field work in three to four mostly African countries. The 
third element is the use of quantitative methodologies in the country cases, which will complement 
the qualitative component, namely three elite surveys, one representative survey on the whole 
population, as well as behavioural experiments. On the basis of the empirical findings from module 
2, the team will develop in module 3 a number of conceptual propositions for development policy 
in general as well as for practical development co-operation.

The Influence of Religion on Sustainable  
Development 
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Research Design 
and Methods

Throughout the project we have applied qualitative research methods, based on extensive 
empirical  data collection in four post-conflict countries: Burundi, DRC, Kenya and Liberia. In the 
first phase, fieldwork was conducted in Gbarnga/ Bong County and Ganta/ Nimba County, Liberia 
(June-August 2011); Sake/ North Kivu and Kalehe/ South Kivu, DRC (DRC) (July – September  
2011); Nakuru and Eldoret, Kenya (October – December 2011) and Bubanza and Gitega, 
 Burundi  (October – December 2011). In total we conducted 26 focus group discussions and 219 
interviews.  For the second phase, fieldwork was conducted from August 2013 until February  2014 
in Liberia (August-September 2013; January – February 2014) and Burundi (December 2013 – 
February 2014). In addition, a total of nine focus groups were conducted including three in the 
capitals (Bujumbura, Monrovia) and three in each local arena (Bubanza and Gitega in Burundi and 
Ganta and Gbarnga in Liberia). Overall, on top of the 18 focus groups, 163 interviews were carried  
out in the two  countries. In the final phase further fieldwork is planned in Kenya for January – 
 February 2016. The empirical data is analysed using process-tracing and content analysis.  

Preliminary 
Results

Findings from the project indicate that the production of political order and the reordering of socio-
political relations in war-torn countries by means of power-sharing has been fairly successful when 
measured against the very modest concept of “negative peace”. The implementation of power-
sharing however has proven to have somewhat complex consequences, including in relation to 
 understandings of spatiality and territoriality. In terms of peacebuilding processes more generally, 
we have found that that it is not the outcome of reform implementation that produces hybridity (i.e. 
an ‘adapted’ outcome), rather there is an implementation process that consists of multiple hybridi-
sation processes. These processes are at times multidirectional and cyclical. Secondly, a multitude  
of actors are involved, which are themselves internally not homogenous and pursue  varying 
 strategies in shifting alliances.

Cooperation  
Partners

- Dr. Denis Tull, Claudia Simons, Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik (SWP), Berlin, Germany
- Arnold-Bergstraesser-Institute, Freiburg, Germany

Selected 
Events

- “Social and Political Transformations in Post-War Liberia: Exploring Narratives, Memory and 
Perspectives of Institutional Change”, panel at the 6th European Conference on African Studies, 
Paris, 10.07.2015.

- “The Legitimisation of Peace Negotiations”, presentation at the International Conference on 
 Mediation, Pretoria, 03.06.2015 (F. Zanker). 

Selected 
Publications

- Zanker, Franzisca, Claudia Simons, Andreas Mehler (2015), Power, Peace, and Space in Africa: 
Revisiting Territorial Power Sharing, in: African Affairs, 114, 454, 72 – 91.

- Koos, Carlo, Thea Gutschke (2014), South Sudan’s Newest War: When Two Old Men Divide a 
Nation, GIGA Focus International Edition English, 02/2014.

- Simons, Claudia, Franzisca Zanker, Denis Tull, Andreas Mehler (2013), Power-sharing in Africa’s War 
zones: How Important is the Local Level?, in: Journal of Modern African Studies, 51, 4, 681 – 706.

- Mehler, Andreas (2009), Peace and Power Sharing in Africa: A Not So Obvious Relationship, in: 
African Affairs, 108, 432, 453 – 473.

>> Team: Prof. Dr. Andreas Mehler, Charlotte Heyl, Dr. Franzisca  Zanker

>> Duration: 2011 – 2016

>> Funding: German Research Foundation (DFG)

Research 
Questions

The overarching question behind our research from the beginning has been whether power-
sharing agreements and other related forms of post-conflict reforms have an effect on levels of 
peace (order) in former hotspots of violent conflict. These former hotspots, or “local arenas” have 
been the primary unit of analysis throughout our research, though the focus has shifted. In the first 
phase we considered the effects of national elite pacts on local peace/order and in the second 
phase we were looking at the effects of institutional reform on local peace/order. In the last phase 
we have shifted the focus onto agency namely local power-brokers. We ask what effects specific 
agency has on peace as an ordering practice. This comes from the finding of the first two phases 
that agency remains a key element of the adaptation processes we observed and analysed. In 
addition, by moving from an event (Phase 1) to an institution (Phase 2) to actor behaviour (Phase 
3) we can comprehensively map the consolidation of peace in local arenas in post-conflict settings 
from a variety of angles.

Throughout the three project phases we have considered the following questions:
- Which variants of power-sharing are adequately adapted to national and local circumstances to 
enhance order (peace)?

- How does the local adaptation of national peace agreement provisions affect local peace?
- What are the determinants of elite strategies straddling between the local and the national 
sphere? What determines the room for manoeuvre of such actors? 

- To what extent do actors reshape spaces and reconfigure ordering practices informal-
ly –  compared to effects of formal institutional reforms? Do their actions contribute to the 
reproduction  of or rather curtail local agency? 

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

This project closes several literature gaps and seeks to further consolidate this in the third and final 
phase.  In the first phase, the gap between the theory of power-sharing and its concrete effects on 
sustainable peace especially on the local level was addressed. Research on the effects of power-
sharing agreements at the local level and the repercussions for the national level is lacking (for a 
notable exception see Heitz 2009). This is despite the understanding that conflict is often rooted 
in local dynamics and that the latter are important to national dynamics, and thus play a key role in 
peace processes. 

In the second phase, the project build on the growing body of literature on peace “engineering”, 
local ownership and “hybrid” peace by closing an important gap in this literature, which has often 
linked the disappointing results of peace-building to a lack of “capacity” or “local ownership”. The 
latter are technocratic notions that tend to depoliticise the interests of those involved in reorder-
ing war-torn societies. In the third phase, the specific role of agency in peacebuilding at the local 
level will be further analysed. We are interested on the impact of these actors on the (creative 
and adaptive) reconfiguration of space in post-war contexts, and in turn, the impact of post-war 
 re-territorialisation on power relations.

The Local Arena of Power Sharing: Patterns of  
Adaptation or Continued Disorder
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Preliminary 
Results

Investigations into interactions between colonial authority and the local population have been 
at the centre of the first project phase. In our preliminary analysis, we have found consistent 
 empirical evidence that, while static structural factors highlighted in much of the previous literature 
on  territorial patterns of state-building did indeed play a role in German East Africa, reactions to 
violent opposition – as well as the strategic objective of maximizing coverage of the territory – were 
substantially more influential in shaping the spatio-temporal patterns of state expansion. Oppor-
tunities for extraction, prior political centralization of ethnic groups, population density, or the local 
disease environment may also have factored into state penetration, albeit to a much lesser degree 
than is often emphasized in more economic explanations of state-building processes. The ongoing  
second  project phase will be used to further scrutinize these findings in the context of former 
German-Southwest Africa.

Cooperation  
Partners

- Assistant Prof. Dr. Erik Wibbels , Duke University, USA
- Assistant Prof. Dr. Jacob Shapiro, Princeton University, USA
- Prof. Dr. Mansoob Murshed, Erasmus University of Rotterdam, Netherlands
- Prof. Dr. Nicholas van de Walle, Cornell University, USA
- Dr. Philip Keefer, Development Research Group of the World Bank, USA
- Dr. Stefan Lindemann, KfW  Development Bank, Germany

Selected 
Events

- “The Territorial Dynamics of Colonial State-Building”, presentation at the APSA Annual Meeting 
2014, Washington DC, 30.08.2014 (A. De Juan).

- “Violent Resistance Against Early State-Building – Evidence from the ‘Maji Maji’ Rebellion   
1905 – 1907”, presentation at the 4th Annual General Conference of the European Political 
 Science Association, Edinburgh, 21.06.2014 (A. De Juan).

Selected 
Publications

- de Juan, Alexander (2016), Extraction and Violent Resistance in the Early Phases of State Building  
– Quantitative Evidence From the “Maji Maji” Rebellion, 1905 – 1907, in: Comparative Political 
Studies, 49, 2, 291 – 323.

>> Team: Dr. Alexander De Juan, Jan Pierskalla

>> Duration: 2014 – 2016

>> Funding: Gerda Henkel Foundation

Research 
Questions

- What factors influence the spatio-temporal patterns of colonial state-building?
- How do geo-strategic considerations, the potential for resource extraction and instances of 
 violent opposition influence colonial state-building?

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

Penetrating territory, establishing presence and imposing order is part and parcel of state building. 
The less states are able to reach throughout their territory, the less will they be able to defend their 
monopoly over the legitimate use of force, to extract resources from the population or establish 
state-society relations. The state’s ability to penetrate society and implement its decisions across 
its territory is an essential dimension of the “power of the state”. However, in many cases states do 
not effectively project their authority across all areas within their national borders. We are  interested 
in the determinants of sub-national spatial variations in state penetration: why is the state able or 
willing to penetrate some sub-national regions, while others defy state presence?

The project performs statistical geo-spatial analyses of historical state-building processes to 
 advance current debates on state-building in the context of violent conflict and low economic 
development. It focuses on connections between the spatial unevenness of the state and the 
temporal patterns of its extension. The project develops and analyses original hypotheses focus-
ing on the dynamics of three main explanatory variables: accessibility, extraction and acceptance. 
Cooperation of the project with development agencies ensures knowledge transfer into practical 
debates on state-building in fragile and conflict affected states.

Research Design 
and Methods

The former colonies of German East and Southwest Africa serve as empirical cases. The wealth 
of statistical data on various dimensions of state presence and socio-economic characteristics 
of both colonies represent a unique opportunity for an unparalleled spatio-temporal analysis of 
state-building. The empirical part of the project will primarily be based on sub-national statistical/
geo-spatial analyses. They will be performed in two former German colonies separately. No direct 
cross-country comparisons will be made due to country-specific data-sources and operation-
alisation of variables. However, findings from within-country analyses will be compared across 
 countries.

Data analysis relies on standard multivariate regression models, as well as non-parametric 
matching  approaches. In each type of analysis it it is essential to take into account problems 
of spatio-temporal dependence to model the diffusion of state-building within each colony. To 
further strengthen causal inferences made from the observational data, we plan to use natural  
experiments  that exploit exogenous variation in core independent variables. For example, we 
will leverage information from surveying reports, ranging from initial exploration trips prior to 
colonisation,  to later commercial prospecting ventures, to identify specific events of valuable 
resource discovery. This allows us to compare strategies of state-building before and after news of 
successful prospecting has reached the colonial administration.

The Territorial Dynamics of Colonial State-Building
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Cooperation  
Partners

- Ervyn Noze, Universidad de los Andes, Bogotá, Colombia
- Dr. Judith Vorrath, Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik (SWP), Berlin, Germany
- Dr. Enzo Nussio, Uppsala University, Sweden

Selected 
Events

- “Economías de guerra y criminalidad posconflicto”, Conference at the Universidad de Los Andes, 
Bogotá, 22.10.2015.

- “War Economies and Post War Crime”, authors workshop at the Universidad de Los Andes, 
 Bogotá, 21.10.2015.

Selected 
Publications

- Kurtenbach, Sabine, Philipp Lutscher (2015), Kolumbien – den Frieden gewinnen (Colombia – 
winning Peace), GIGA Focus Lateinamerika, 06/2015.

- Rettberg, Angelika, Ralf Juan Leiteritz, Carlo Nasi (2014), Different Resources, Different  Conflicts? 
A Framework for Understanding the Political Economy of Armed Conflict and Criminality in 
 Colombian Regions, http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.2499580.

- Rettberg, Angelika, Juan Felipe Ortiz Riomalo (2014), Golden Conflict: Exploring the Relationship 
Between Gold Mining, Armed Conflict, and Criminality in Colombia, http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/
ssrn.2418883.

- Kurtenbach, Sabine, Christoph Heuser (2013), Kriminalität und Gewalt untergraben 
Lateinamerikas  Demokratien (Crime and Violence Undermine Latin America's Democracies),  
GIGA Focus Lateinamerika, 05/2013.

- Kurtenbach, Sabine (2013), Kriminalität (Crime), in: Hensel / Potthast (eds.), Das Lateinamerika 
Lexikon (The Latin America Encyclopedia), Wuppertal: Peter Hammer Verlag.

>> Team: Dr. Sabine Kurtenbach, Christoph Heuser, Dr. Annegret Mähler,   
 Prof. Dr. Angelika  Rettberg

>> Duration: 2015 – 2016

>> Funding: Alexander von Humboldt Foundation

Research 
Questions

- If and where specific resources have been linked to conflict onset and transformation, in what 
way do they continue to feed violence and crime after armed conflicts have ended?

- Are there substantial and qualitative differences between war economies in terms of their linkages 
to armed conflict and/or to post-war violence?

- To what extent have efforts to promote resource governance and curb war economies in 
 war-torn societies been aimed at preventing or stemming violence and crime associated with 
resource extraction? What lessons can be drawn from our cases for policymakers and scholars?

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

The research project contributes to two strands of research:
- post-war violence, peace-building and the role of war economies;
- role of resources für armed conflict and post-war crime

Research Design 
and Methods

Comparative design analysing select cases in Latin America, Africa, and Asia (to be defined) based 
on our main criterion, which is whether they have experienced armed conflict in the past twenty 
years. We intend to focus on the micro-level in addition to the national level, in order to better 
understand the specific mechanisms of their respective war economies and their relationship to 
conflict-related and post-war crime.

War Economies and Postwar Crime
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Preliminary 
Results

Although the literature on conflict termination assumes that the achievement of peace after victory 
is a simple and quasi-automatic process with respect to the problem of negotiating a settlement, 
in reality post-victory countries experience distinctive peacebuilding challenges. Victors have 
to maintain cohesion among the winning coalition; they have to find a strategy to deal with the 
 vanquished constituencies, which might not recognize their legitimacy. In the case of insurgent 
 victory, developing  the capacity to rule a country is also a major issue.

Selected 
Events

- “Engaging with the Victor’s Peace? A Pragmatic Role for Outsiders in Post-victory Transitions”, 
ECPR Joint Sessions, Warsaw, 30.03.2015 (G. Piccolino).

- “Autonomous and Illiberal Peacebuilding in Comparative Perspective”, panel at the meeting of 
the Comparative Political Science Section of the German Association of Political Science (DVPW), 
Hamburg, 25.– 27.02.2015 (G. Piccolino).

Selected 
Publications

- Piccolino, Giulia (2015), Winning Wars, Building (Illiberal) Peace? The Rise (and Possible Fall) of a 
Victor’s Peace in Rwanda and Sri Lanka, in: Third World Quarterly, 36, 9, 1770 – w1785.

- Piccolino, Giulia (2015), Côte d’Ivoire’s victor’s Justice? ICC, the Gbagbos and the Mega-Trial, in: 
African Arguments.

- Piccolino, Giulia (2015), Côte d’Ivoire 2015 presidential polls. A low risk election?, in: ISPI Istituto 
per gli studi di politica internazionale.

>> Team: Dr. Giulia Piccolino

>> Duration: 2014 – 2016

>> Funding: Alexander von Humboldt Foundation

Research 
Questions

The central research question is: “What distinctive impact, with respect to negotiated settlements,  
does military victory have on the reconstruction and peacebuilding process in post-conflict 
 countries”?

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

The project aims at contributing to the opening of a new field of inquiry within the literature 
on post-conflict peacebuilding, which has up to now concentrated overwhelmingly on post-
settlement  peace. In addition, a deep discussion of the vision, motives, strategy of national elites 
of post-conflict countries and their role in “autonomous recovery” has been lacking until recently, 
with the exception of a few recent works. The present research project draws inspiration from this 
seminal literature and from the growing interest in “illiberal peacebuilding”. It also tries to reconnect 
the debate on local elite-driven peacebuilding with the one on the relationship between civil war 
outcomes and peace sustainability.

Research Design 
and Methods

The research addresses four cases of wars which ended in military victories: three cases examined  
through desk research (Rwanda, Sri Lanka and Angola) and a fourth in-depth case involving 
 extensive fieldwork (Cote d’Ivoire). The case studies have be chosen among post-Cold War 
conflicts and a balance has been struck in order to have two cases of incumbent victory and two 
cases of opposition forces’ victory. The aim of the desk review part of the research is to look at 
common patterns and specificities of post-victory reconstruction. Field research will help shedding  
light on casual mechanisms and will allow for a more nuanced appraisal of the consequences of 
post-victory choices on peacebuilding.

War that Produces Peace? Military Victory and  
Sustainable Peacebuilding 
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Research Projects

 Analysis of China’s Science and Technology Programmes and Strategies (Dr. Yun Schüler-Zhou,  
Dr. Margot Schüller)

 Climate Change Mitigation and Poverty Reduction (CliMiP) – Trade-Offs or Win-Win-Situations?  
(Apl.Prof. Dr. Jann Lay, Dr. Miriam Prys, Sebastian Renner ) 

 Evaluating Education Policies (Dr. Miquel Pellicer)

 Evaluating Development Interventions for Peace (Dr. Alexander de Juan, Dr. Miquel Pellicer, Dr. Eva Wegner)

 Gender Norms, Labour Supply and Poverty Reduction in Comparative Context: Evidence from Rural India and 
Bangladesh (Dr. Daniel Neff) 

 Landscape-level Assessment of Ecological and Socioeconomic Functions of Rainforest Transformation Systems in 
Sumatra (Indonesia) (Apl.Prof. Dr. Jann Lay)

 Large-Scale Land Acquisitions: Data, Patterns, Impacts, and Policies (Christof Althoff,  
Apl.Prof. Dr. Jann Lay, Dr. Kerstin Nolte, Martin Ostermeier) 

 Mitigating Trade-offs between Economic and Ecological Functions and Services through Certification  
(Apl.Prof. Dr. Jann Lay)

 Risk, Investment and Poverty: Dynamics of Micro and Small Firms in Developing Countries (Dr. Lena Giesbert, 
Tabea Lakemann, Apl.Prof. Dr. Jann Lay, Dr. Sebastian Prediger)

 The Productivity Effects of Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) of North-South and South-South Firms: The Case of 
Sub-Saharan Africa (Dr. Birte Pfeiffer) 

 The Rise of Middle Classes in Emerging and Developing Countries: Patterns, Causes, and Consequences  
(Dr. Lena Giebert, Apl.Prof. Dr. Jann Lay, Simone Schotte)

 West African Traders as Translators between Chinese and African Urban Modernities (Dr. Karsten Giese,  
Dr. Laurence Marfaing, Alena Thiel, Jessica Wilczak)

Dissertations by Fellows of the GIGA Doctoral Programmes

Dissertations by Associates of the GIGA Doctoral Programme

Name (Working) Title Supervisor Funding

Negrete Garcia, 
Ana Karen

Micro and Small Enterprises’ Performance 
in Developing Countries: Micro- and 
Macroeconomic Perspectives

Apl.Prof. Dr. Jann Lay DAAD

Ostermeier, Martin

Employment, Decent Work and Human 
Development: The Application of Selected 
Decent Work Indicators on Emerging and 
Developing economies, their Compatibility 
with Social Policies and Potential Welfare 
Effects with a Particular Focus on the Youth

Apl.Prof. Dr. Jann Lay GIGA

Schotte, Simone
The Rise of the New Middle Classes in 
Emerging and Developing Countries: 
Patterns, Causes, and Consequences

Apl.Prof. Dr. Jann Lay
Evangelisches 
Studienwerk Villigst

Name (Working) Title Supervisor Funding

Giolbas, Anna
The Socio-economic Implications of a 
Social Security Expansion in Developing 
Countries

Apl.Prof. Dr. Jann Lay
Stiftung der 
Deutschen 
Wirtschaft

Haasnoot, 
Cornelis

On the Number and Size of States: a 
Natural Experiment in India

Prof. Dr. Erich 
Gundlach

Claussen-Simon 
Professorship

Hettig, Elisabeth
Modelling the Behaviour of Households 
on the Landscape and their Land-use 
Decisions

Apl.Prof. Dr. Jann Lay

Project: Landscape-
Level Assessment 
of the Ecological 
and Socio-
Economic Functions 
of Rainforest 
Transformation 
Systems in Sumatra 
(Indonesia)

>> Research Programme 3: 
 Growth and Development 
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>> Research Projects 3:  
 

Dissertations by Associates of the GIGA Doctoral Programme

Name (Working) Title Supervisor Funding

Linde, Sarah Employment and Development Apl. Prof. Dr. Jann Lay

Project: 
Employment, 
Empowerment and 
Living Standard 

Renner, Sebastian
The Decarbonisation of Economic 
Development

Apl. Prof. Dr. Jann Lay

Project: Climate 
Change Mitigation 
and Poverty 
Reduction (CliMiP) 
– Trade-Offs or Win-
Win Situations?

van Treeck, 
Katharina                 
(née Trapp)

The Impact of Globalisation on Inclusive 
Development - Empirical Aspects

Prof. Dr. Stefan Klasen / 
Apl.Prof. Dr. Jann Lay

Project: Long-Term 
Land Use, Poverty 
Dynamics and 
Emission Trade-Offs 
(Göttingen)

Wilczak, Jessica
Reconstructing Chengdu: Rural 
Urbanisation in the post-quake context

Prof. Dr. Alana Boland

Project: West African 
Traders as Translators 
Between Chinese 
and African Urban 
Modernities

Concluded Doctoral Studies 2015

Name (Working) Title Supervisor Funding

Mau, Karsten
Essays in International Economics: 
China’s Exports, Economic Growth, and 
Comparative Advantage

Prof. Dr. Erich 
Gundlach

Claussen-Simon 
Professorship

Nolte, Kerstin
Large-scale Land Acquisitions in sub-
Saharan Africa. Determinants, Processes 
and Actors

Apl. Prof. Dr. Jann Lay 
/ Prof. Dr. Stephan 
Klasen

Project: The Land 
Matrix
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Preliminary 
Results

In China’s transition to an innovation-driven growth model S&T development plays a key role. 
This is reflected in both the ambitious reform programme of November 2013 as well as in the 
upcoming  13th Five-Year-Plan (2016-20). In addition, the government has issued various policies 
related to the development of specific industries and technologies (“Internet Plus”; “Made in China 
2025 ”). In order to enhance innovation, the S&T funding system is undergoing profound changes 
as well. Instead of having about 40 funding agencies, government authorised but independent 
 project management agencies will be introduced. Following this top level design, national key R&D 
 programmes will be consolidated into five funding areas. The overall aim of these policies is to 
 position China as a global leader, not a follower, in global innovation.

Selected 
Events

- “Industrie 4.0” – “Ist Deutschland für die Zukunft gut aufgestellt?” (“Industry 4.0” – Is Germany 
well-positioned for the future?), presentation at the Third Chinese-German Forum “To rethink is 
also an innovation.”, Shanghai, 14.11.2015 (Y. Schüler-Zhou).

Selected 
Publications

- Schüller, Margot, Yun Schüler-Zhou (2015), China: Die neue Innovationssupermacht?  
(China:  New Super Power for Innovation?), GIGA Focus Asien, 01/2015.

- Schüler-Zhou, Yun, Margot Schüller, Michel Clement (2013), Internationalisierung chinesischer 
 Unternehmen. Implikationen für die internationale Managementforschung (Internationalisation 
of Chinese Companies. Implications for International Management Research), in: Die Betriebs-
wirtschaft, 73, 5, 359 – 376.

- Schüler-Zhou, Yun, Margot Schüller (2013), Empirical Study of Chinese Subsidiaries’ Decision-
Making Autonomy in Germany, in: Asian Business and Management, 12, 3, 321 – 350.

- Schüller, Margot, Johannes Meuer, Yun Schüler-Zhou (2012), China’s OFDI Footprint in Europe: 
Investment Patterns, Drivers and Implications, Research Report for the EU Commission.

- Schüller, Margot, Rainer Frietsch (eds.) (2010), Competing for Global Innovation Leadership: 
 Innovation Systems and Policies in the USA, Europe and Asia, Stuttgart: Fraunhofer Verlag.

- Schüler-Zhou, Yun, Margot Schüller (2009), The Internationalization of Chinese Companies: What 
Do Official Statistics Tell Us about Chinese Outward Foreign Direct Investment?, in: Chinese 
 Management Studies, 3, 1, 25 – 43.

Research 
Questions

Our research is embedded in the overall framework of the national innovation system (NIS) 
 approach, which focusses on institutions that foster innovation. Based on this approach,  our main 
research questions are as follows: First, we analyse the interplay of actors (such as companies,  
 research institutions, intermediaries and the state) and the design of policies supporting  science 
and technology (S&T) development. For late comer countries such as China the adoption of 
 internationally well established policies and practices  represents a challenge due to divergent 
non-formal  institutions (i.e. norms, values, routines) compared to Western countries. 

In the analysis of China’s new S&T policies, we focus  on the incentives offered to government  
officials,  scientists and companies to improve their  performance. In this context, we also look at 
new funding programmes and institutions as well as at interfaces with industrial policy strategies.   
Second, we study the design and implementation of  S&T policies on the local  (provincial) 
government  level and how the central government’s new policy approach influences local 
 governments’ policy making. Regional peculiarities  and the research and development (R&D) 
cooperation  with foreign companies/research entities are assumed to have an important impact on 
the local S&T strategies and development.  

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

The analysis of China’s S&T policy has become a popular research topic since multinational 
organisations such as  the OECD and the UNESCO began to conduct statistical surveys with the 
aim to compare innovation performance across countries in the 1980s. These studies focus on 
S&T funding instruments, the research landscape of countries and statistical indicators to measure 
innovation performance. With the economic rise of China and the country’s emphasis on a more 
innovation-driven development path the number of studies on the design and implementation of 
the ambitious S&T policy agenda has increased. However, recent developments  in this field have 
not been analysed. 

Our contribution to international research will be twofold: First, by focusing our analysis on S&T 
policy documents published in 2015 (not translated into foreign languages) we will be able to offer 
up-to-date information and policy assessment. Second,  based on interviews conducted with 
Chinese stakeholders (government agencies, scientists and intermediaries) and German experts,  
our research will supply relevant evidence on how China’s NIS is changing and what potential for 
cooperation exists.  

Research Design 
and Methods

In order to answer the above mentioned research questions our research design includes two 
main areas: 1. The analysis of newly published S&T policy documents will demonstrate the 
scope and depth of policy changes that the Chinese government wants to bring about. By 
looking  especially at those policies and instruments that offer new individual incentives we can 
demonstrate  whether they have the potential to improve innovation performance or not  2. The 
degree to which new policies will effectively be implemented in China depends on how they match 
with existing formal and informal institutions. 

The analysis of China’s previous S&T development strategies and performance on the one hand 
and the assessment of the new policies by Chinese and German experts on the other hand, will 
enable us to give empirical evidence on the viability of China’s S&T policy and resulting prospect 
for closer bilateral cooperation between China and Germany. Our research methods include 
secondary data analysis using newly published S&T policy documents and primary data collection 
through structured in-depth-interviews conducted with Chinese and German experts.  

gRowth And develoPmentRP 3

>> Team: Dr. Margot Schüller, Dr. Yun Schüler-Zhou

>> Duration: 2015 – 2016

>> Funding: Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF)
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Preliminary 
Results

Simulating the welfare effects of fossil energy subsidy reform in Indonesia makes clear that the 
 distributional impact depends on the subsidised energy carrier and the corresponding price 
schedule.  Although all households suffer negative welfare effects in all policy scenarios without 
compensation schemes, the effects are progressive in the case of gasoline and electricity when 
keeping the current block-tariff schedules in place. The latter means, that the current cross- 
subsidisation with high demand users paying higher prices could be kept in place, combined with 
a general price  increase this would lead to a slightly progressive distributional effect. However, 
this exclusive view on income issues neglects the problem of energy poverty. With rising prices, in 
particular low income households might switch to less modern energy sources and face transport 
problems through non-existing or poorly working public transport.  Also, the average effects mask 
hetero geneous impacts even within income groups with a minority but still considerable population 
size in the low income groups facing similar welfare losses as richer households. 

Therefore, the preliminary conclusion of the micro studies is that energy price increases could 
 potentially create win-win situations for mitigation efforts and poverty reduction in the case of 
properly designed compensation schemes, redistributing from the rich to the poor, and in particular 
addressing energy poverty.

These microeconomic analyses are quite important on their own, as they are able to describe 
heterogeneous household behaviour in considerable detail. However, they miss out on important 
indirect effects induced by policy reforms such as price effects in production, the labour market 
and international trade. To reflect these effects, we use Input-Output (IO) and Computable  General 
Equilibrium (CGE) models. Simulating a carbon tax for Thailand with an IO model, we find substantial  
indirect price effects resulting in a regressive scenario with significant impacts on poor households. 
We find similar results for Mexico with an IO model and for South Africa using a CGE model.

Cooperation  
Partners

- Energy Research Centre, University of Cape Town, South Africa
- National Institute of Development Administration, Thailand
- Public Policy Studies Institute, Chiang Mai University, Thailand
- Monterrey Institute of Technology and Higher Education, Mexico
- Fondazione Eni Enrico Mattei, Italy

Selected 
Events

- “How to Shape Environmentally and Socially Sustainable Economies in the Developing World – 
Global, Regional, and Local Solutions”, presentation at the PEGNet Conference,Copenhagen,  
17. – 18.10.2013 (J. Lay)

Selected 
Publications

- Prys-Hansen, Miriam, Benedikt Franz (2015), Change and Stasis: The Institutionalisation of  Developing 
Country Mitigation in the International Climate Regime, in: Diplomacy & Statecraft, 26, 4, 696 – 718.

- Prys-Hansen, Miriam, Malte Lellmann, Milan Röseler (2015), Die Bedeutung der Klimafinanzierung 
für den Pariser Klimagipfel 2015 (The Meaning of Climate Funding for the Climate Summit in Paris 
2015), GIGA Focus Global, 05/2015.

- Prys-Hansen, Miriam, Benedikt Franz (2015), Von Addis Abeba nach Paris: Das Super-Gipfeljahr 
zur Nachhaltigkeit 2015 (From Addis Abeba to Paris: The Super-Year of Peaks on Sustainability 
2015), GIGA Focus Global, 04/2015.

- Jakob, Michael, Jan Christoph Steckel, Stephan Klasen, Jann Lay, Nicole Grunewald, Inmaculada 
Martínez-Zarzoso, Sebastian Renner, Ottmar  Edenhofer (2014), Feasible Mitigation Actions in 
Developing Countries, in: Nature Climate Change, 4, 11, 961 – 968. 

Research 
Questions

Does the implementation of climate change mitigation policies in developing countries always 
involve a trade-off between economic development, poverty reduction, and climate protection, 
or is there space for “win-win policies”? This question is relevant for today’s fast-growing middle-
income economies, which are already or will soon become very significant contributors to global 
warming. 

The project will analyse these economies from three different angles: a comparative politics 
 perspective on domestic climate governance and mitigation policy options, an economics 
 perspective on the poverty and distributional impact of mitigation policies, and an international 
relations perspective on the global discourse surrounding mitigation and economic development. 
The project staff will cooperate closely with domestic partner institutions in South Africa, Mexico, 
Thailand and Indonesia, the four  case study countries.

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

Despite the increasing role of today’s developing world in GHG emissions, “climate and 
development”  research to date has largely focused on developing countries’ vulnerability and 
adaptation to climate change, and on climate-related transfers in these countries, such as those of 
the Joint Implementation and the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM).

Meanwhile, the critical issue of mitigation in developing countries becomes a hotly debated issue  
in climate negotiations. This focus on mitigation requires a shift in the analytical perspective.  
While the technological and natural science perspectives that tend to dominate the climate 
change  discourse (with a focus on adaptation) are clearly important, a social science perspective  
is  warranted as well. This is particularly true because of the latter’s usefulness in analysing the 
 possible trade-offs between mitigation and socio-economic development.

Research Design 
and Methods

The project adopts a multidisciplinary social science approach with a comparative and global 
perspective. While they will remain firmly theoretically and methodologically grounded in their 
respective disciplines, the three study areas – (1) domestic climate governance, (2) poverty and 
distributional impacts of mitigation policies, (3) global perspective and the mitigation-development 
discourse – will interact continuously.

The investigation of domestic climate governance will rely mainly on qualitative methods. These 
will include interviews with policy-makers, experts and practitioners to investigate their motivations 
and the driving and constraining forces behind their actions in climate change mitigation policy 
processes. We then plan to assess the poverty and distributional impacts of mitigation policies  
(possibly including most NAMAs) in the three case study countries using incidence-focused 
 general equilibrium models, simulation models based on micro-data, and a combination of these 
two modelling approaches. As mitigation policies in the case study countries are rare and recent, 
the limited availability of data means that the analyses will typically be ex-ante modelling exercises. 
In a final step, shaped by the lens of international relations, a combination of quantitative and 
qualitative content analysis will allow us to identify the “Frames” or “templates” according to which 
the problem of developing country mitigation and related themes are presented. This analysis will 
also demonstrate what types of solutions different actors or actor groups offer for these issues.

gRowth And develoPmentRP 3

>> Team: Apl.Prof. Dr. Jann Lay, Dr. Miriam Prys, Sebastian Renner

>> Duration: 2013 – 2016

>> Funding: VolkswagenStiftung 

Climate Change Mitigation and Poverty Reduction 
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Preliminary 
Results

Preliminary results point at relatively limited labor market effects of the large education expansions 
in Tunisia, at least for men. While obtaining more education is associated with better labor market 
prospects, such as a higher likelihood of becoming a manager, we show that this is driven mostly 
by the public sector. It appears that the private sectors values relatively little the skills obtained in 
formal education in Tunisia, while the public sector values mainly credentials. Preliminary evidence 
from the effect of financial resources on education outcomes in South Africa also points at limited 
effect of these resources. We find that such resources appear not to affect results from stand-
ardized test taken at the end of secondary school. If at all, these resources appear to increase 
throughput during the last years of secondary school. We conjecture this could be because funding 
is provided per pupil, so that higher resources give incentives to keep relatively weak students.

Cooperation  
Partners

- Dr. Tuomas Pekkarinen, VATT Institute for Economic Research, Finnland
- Dr. Ragui Assaad, University of Minnesota, USA
- Dr. Caroline Krafft, St. Catherine University, USA
- Dr. Patrizio Piraino, University of Cape Town, South Africa

Selected 
Publications

- Pekkarinen, Tuomas, Miquel Pellicer, (2013), Education and Allocation of Skills in Tunisia:  Evidence 
from an Education Reform, in: IZA Journal of Labor and Development, 14, 2.

Research 
Questions

What are the socioeconomic consequences of large educational expansions? Which policies can 
help improving education quality? What are the effects of providing different types of resources to 
schools?

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

While the literatures on the determinants of education quality and on returns to education are 
enormous, most of the evidence comes from high income countries. However, this work is 
unlikely to be of much guidance when considering the effect of education policies in middle and 
low income settings. In particular, little is known on determinants of education quality in Southern 
Africa, and very little high quality evidence exists on returns to education in some regions, such 
as the Middle East and North Africa (MENA). Evaluating the returns to education or the effect of 
different policies on education quality is challenging in such settings, given the general lack of data 
availability. The challenge is even bigger when attempting to obtain causal effects of such  policies, 
as there are likely to be confounding factors that obscure the most direct and straightforward 
analyses. This project seeks to address these issues by processing, merging and homogenising a 
variety of country-specific data sets and by applying quasi-experimental approaches to estimate 
the effect of education policies on schooling and socioeconomic outcomes.

Research Design 
and Methods

The project uses quasi-experimental approaches such as regression discontinuity designs and 
instrumental variables to answer specific evaluation questions. For instance, we evaluate the 
 effect of the large educational expansions in the MENA on labour market outcomes and political  
attitudes exploiting several specific education policy changes in Tunisia that affected some 
cohorts but not others. This allows us to address hypotheses regarding the role of education for 
 grievances and political attitudes in the run-up to the Arab Uprisings. Another example of analysis 
in this project concerns the effect of providing financial resources to schools in South Africa. In 
South Africa, these resources are allocated on the basis of school poverty score quintiles. This 
peculiar allocation rule can then be used to estimate the effect of these resources quasi-experi-
mentally using a regression discontinuity design.

gRowth And develoPmentRP 3

>> Team: Dr. Miquel Pellicer

>> Duration: 2012 – 2016

>> Funding: EC, 7. Framework Programme (FP7), Economic Research Forum 
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Research Design 
and Methods

This project employs primarily quantitative methods. We conduct individual and village elite 
 surveys in 120 villages, with a total of around 1500 respondents. These surveys collect information 
on a variety of socioeconomic and attitudinal outcomes relevant for evaluating the impact of the 
Peace Fund. The evaluation follows a quasi-experimental approach that exploits the specific ways 
in which specific interventions within the fund were selected. In particular, we use as control group 
a set of villages that would have been targeted by interventions that were narrowly turned down.

Research 
Questions

Do development aid interventions increase the opportunity cost of conflict? Can rapid, visible, and 
labor intensive interventions in conflict zones affect socioeconomic prospects and aspirations, and 
thereby attitudes towards the state and towards conflict?

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

A considerable amount of research studies the impact of development interventions on 
 beneficiaries’ socioeconomic outcomes. However, much less is known about the effect of these  
interventions  on beneficiaries’ perceptions, aspirations and attitudes towards others. Yet, there 
is increasing recognition that such aspirations and attitudes can have dramatic consequences 
for a variety of outcomes, from individual well being, to individual economic outcomes, to conflict 
and cooperation with others. This project evaluates a Peace Fund established by the German 
Ministry of Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) and the KfW development bank in 
the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). The fund was established with the aim of contributing 
to peace and stability in DRC’s worst afflicted conflict zones, and included interventions such as 
building and improving schools, markets, and other types of infrastructure. This project evaluates 
the socioeconomic and attitudinal impact of this fund. Importantly, it considers the effects of such 
intervention on a variety of outcomes such as perceptions of individual socioeconomic prospects 
and aspirations, as well as perceptions of the state and conflict.

gRowth And develoPmentRP 3

>> Team: Dr. Alexander de Juan, Dr. Miquel Pellicer, Dr. Eva Wegner

>> Duration: 2016

>> Funding: Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ),  
 KfW Development Bank 
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Preliminary 
Results

Looking at thirty years of comparable NSS data from 1983 to 2011 of rural women’s participation  
in the labour force in India we find that the sharp drop in female labour force participation (FLP) 
in 2004-2011 occurs in both narrow and wide definitions of FLP. We observe that the largest 
drop occurs in illiterate unmarried women in labourer households. We do not find any geographic 
concentration of the decline in FLP. We also observe that in some categories of economically 
 active women, the decline in FLP had started much earlier, in the 1980s, suggesting that for these 
women, secular factors of FLP were at work. We do not find any evidence of a substitution of 
non-market work for market work. Our analysis highlights the somewhat contradictory behaviour 
of RLFPR across different definitions and time periods, and across different correlates of female 
labour force participation, and suggests that more complex factors are at work than has usually 
been discussed in the literature.

Cooperation  
Partners

- Prof. Wendy Olsen, University of Manchester, UK
- Prof. Amaresh Dubey, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, India
- Prof. Kunal Sen, University of Manchester, UK
- Prof. Simeen Mahmud, BRAC University, Bangladesh
- Dr. Sohela Nazneen, BRAC University, Bangladesh

Selected 
Events

- “Applying Mixed Methods: Studying Work in Asia, workshop at the GIGA, Hamburg, 14.06.2016.

Selected 
Publications

- Betz, Joachim, Daniel Neff (forthcoming), Social Policy Diffusion in South Asia, in: Journal of Asian 
Public Policy.

- Neff, Daniel (2013), Fuzzy Set Theoretic Applications in Poverty Research, in: Policy and Society, 32, 4, 
319 – 331.

- Neff Daniel, Kunal Sen, Veronika Kling (2012), The Puzzling Decline in Rural Women’s Labour Force 
Participation in India: A Re-examination, in: Indian Journal of Labour Economics, 55, 3 – 4, 408 – 429.

- Neff, Daniel (2012), Adaptation, Subjective Well-being and Poverty: The Case of South India, in: David 
Alexander Clark (ed.), Adaptation, Poverty and Well-Being, Rethinking International Development, 
London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2012, 137 – 157.

Research 
Questions

- What has caused many women to apparently withdraw their labour from the labour market 
 during the boom years of 2000 to 2007?

- What has happened during the later years up to 2013?
- What attitudes differentiate women (and men) in ways relevant to labour supply, causing some 
households to avoid offering paid wage labour of women to the market, while gaining their 
 availability for other forms of unpaid, informal and domestic work?

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

To fill a gap in the knowledge about variations in the gender impact (and its mediation through 
social and micronorms) of poverty alleviation interventions in rural India and Bangladesh. We 
particularly  want to focus on social differentiation (in rural areas with many poor people) in attitudes 
about women's work, and its effect on women’s work.

Research Design 
and Methods

The project focuses on women's well-being as related to their attitudes and their work. It has two 
branches and involves research in two geographic areas, rural Bangladesh and rural  low-income 
parts of India. The first branch is to use secondary data to look at changing attitudes and 
women's  labour-force involvement over two decades. For the second branch we collect primary 
survey data at household, personal and village level and at two points in time within one year, 
to allow for male-female wage differentials to be examined over a small seasonal panel. We can 
create models of the supply of labour from these data. The results will be better than standard 
results. The second branch involves mixed methods analysis of attitudes about gender and work. 
Here, the research also moves on to examine the sources of change and resistance to change 
in women's labour and women's roles, based upon the attitudinal data and semi-structured 
 interviews (80 per country, carried out as follow ups to the survey for selected individual cases, 60 
men and 20 women in India and the same in Bangladesh). We examine attitudes about  women's 
work and their informal/formal labour supply in each area. Some attitudes about domestic 
roles to limit the willingness of some women to labour outside their home, and offer resistance 
to the general trend toward more egalitarian attitudes during the potentially modernising influ-
ence of  economic growth. We will report on the actual diversity of these attitudes in the states 
of  Jharkand, Bihar and Uttar Pradesh (India) and two rural areas of Bangladesh. The qualitative 
research offsets a tradition in economics of focusing purely on narrowly defined paid labour, and 
using individualistic  approaches,  when studying labour-supply of women. We avoid individualism 
and yet we  combined quantitative and qualitative data. This research integrates demography with 
sociology and economics. We have a new modelling method that looks at the husband-wife pair. 
Another strong advantage is our use of multilevel models and our ability to control for change over 
time in the panel of survey data (for two seasons).

gRowth And develoPmentRP 3

>> Team: Dr. Daniel Neff

>> Duration: 2014 – 2016

>> Funding: ESRC/DFID Joint Fund for Poverty Alleviation Research
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Cooperation  
Partners

- Prof. Dr. Kerstin Wiegand, University of Göttingen, Germany

Selected 
Publications

- Dislich, Claudia, Elisabeth Hettig, Jann Lay, et al. (2015), Towards an Integrated Ecological-Economic 
Land-use Change Model, EFForTS Discussion Paper Series, 17, 2015.

- Hettig Elisabeth, Jann Lay, Kacana Sipangule (2015), Drivers of Households’ Land-use Decisions:  
A Critical Review of Micro-level Studies in Tropical Regions, EFForTS Discussion Paper Series, 15, 2015.

Research 
Questions

In Sumatra, Indonesia, previous lowland rainforest landscapes have been transformed into a 
 hetero-geneous mosaic landscape with patches of, for instance, rainforest and rubber and 
 palm-oil plantation. The relationships between the spatial configuration of the landscape and 
 different aspects of biodiversity, ecosystem functioning, and economic benefit are expected to 
be interdependent and often non-linear. Our project aims to understand and possibly find ways 
how to maintain biodiversity and ecosystem functioning while serving human needs. Our guiding  
 question is what kind of landscape mosaic optimizes the ensemble of biodiversity, ecosystem 
functioning, and economic benefit. The project plays a central role in integrating the research 
outcomes of the CRC.

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

The relationships between the spatial configuration of the landscape and different aspects of 
 biodiversity, ecosystem functioning, and economic benefit are expected to be interdependent and 
often non-linear and therefore little understood. Our project aims to understand and possibly find 
ways how to maintain biodiversity and ecosystem functioning while serving human needs.

Research Design 
and Methods

In Phase 1 of the CRC 990, we successfully developed a first version of a MAS/LUCC model 
(multi-agent system model of land-use and land-cover change) focusing on smallholder land-use 
decisions. We propose to further develop this integrated model by adding further components of 
ecological diversity, ecological functions, and socioeconomic functions. We will introduce environ-
mental and socioeconomic heterogeneity. Model development and analysis will be in collaboration  
with numerous projects within the CRC. The model will be used to 1) search for  efficient 
combinations  of ecological and economic functions in face of trade-offs and synergies, and 2) 
scale up from local to landscape and broader scales.

gRowth And develoPmentRP 3

>> Team: Apl.Prof. Dr. Jann Lay

>> Duration: 2016 – 2019

>> Funding: German Research Foundation (DFG),  
 part of CRC 990 (project B10)

Landscape-level Assessment of Ecologi-
cal and  Socioeconomic Functions of Rainforest 
 Transformation Systems in Sumatra (Indonesia)
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Preliminary 
Results

We maintain the Land Matrix Global Observatory, data and the most recent newsletter with data 
analysis can be accessed here: http://landmatrix.org/en/.

Preliminary findings from our research in Zambia show that land targeted by investor is by 
no means “idle” but in close proximity to small-scale farmers. Hence, the question how local 
 communities are affected by the presence of commercial farms is crucial. For instance, we find that 
the net employment generation depend on the former land use and the crop cultivated. Labour 
requirements are typically higher for perennial crops. Positive spillovers on surrounding farmers 
are more likely (but not automatically achieved) if farms use outgrower schemes. If well managed, 
smallholder  farmers get access to inputs, markets and training through outgrower schemes and 
may hence increase their productivity.

Our case studies show the challenges of setting up a commercial farm in a poor rural setting: High 
expectations (on all sides) are hard to fulfil, especially in areas marked by a lack of infrastructure,  
low educational levels and poor land governance. Continuous communication with local 
communities  is a prerequisite for projects to be successful under such circumstances.

Cooperation  
Partners

- Land Matrix Initiative

Selected 
Events

- “Labour Market Effects of Large-Scale Agricultural Investments”, presentation at the 17th Annual 
World Bank Conference on Land and Poverty, Washington DC, 17.03.2016 (M. Ostermeier).

- “The Land Matrix: Key-Features, Limits and Applicability of a Comprehensive Database”, panel at 
the Global Land Forum 2015, Dakar, 23.05.2015 (K. Nolte, M. Ostermeier).

- “Large-scale Land Acquisitions – Employment Generator or Job-Killer?”, presentation at the 16th 
Annual World Bank Conference on Land and Poverty, Washington DC, 26.03.2015 (M. Ostermeier).

- “The Relationship Between Foreign Large-scale Land Acquisitions in Developing Countries and 
Agricultural Foreign Direct Investment”, presentation at the 16th Annual World Bank Conference 
on Land and Poverty, Washington DC, 24.03.2015 (K. Nolte).

- “How to Shape Environmentally and Socially Sustainable Economies in the Developing World – 
Global, Regional, and Local Solutions”, presentation at the PEGNet Conference, Copenhagen, 
17.–18.10.2013 (J. Lay)

Selected 
Publications

- Nolte, Kerstin, Susanne Johanna Väth (2015), Interplay of Land Governance and Large-Scale Agricultural  
Investment: Evidence from Ghana and Kenya, in: Journal of Modern African Studies, 53, 1, 69 – 92.

- Nolte, Kerstin (2014), Large-scale agricultural investments under poor land governance in Zambia, 
in: Land Use Policy, 38, 698 – 706 

- Nolte, Kerstin, Lieske Voget-Kleschin (2014), Consultation in Large-Scale Land Acquisitions:  
An Evaluation of Three Cases in Mali, in: World Development, 64, 654 – 668.

- Nolte, Kerstin, Martin Ostermeier, Kim Schultze (2014), Food or Fuel – The Role of Agrofuels in the 
Rush for Land, GIGA Focus International Edition English, 05/2014.

- Anseeuw, Ward, Jann Lay, Peter Messerli, Markus Giger, Michael Taylor (2013), Creating a Public 
Tool to Assess and Promote Transparency in Global Land Deals: The Experience of the Land 
Matrix, in: Journal of Peasant Studies, 40, 3, 521 – 530.

- Anseeuw, Ward, Mathieu Boche, Thomas Breu, Markus Giger, Jann Lay, Peter Messerli, Kerstin 
Nolte (2012), Transnational Land Deals for Agriculture in the “Global South”, Analytical Report 
Based on the Land Matrix Database, CDE/CIRAD/GIGA, Bern/Montpellier/Hamburg.

Research 
Questions

- What is the real extent of large-scale land investments?
- What are the patterns and causes of large-scale land acquisitions?
- How are local smallholders affected by large-scale land acquisitions?

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

The project aims at better understanding the extent, the patterns, causes and consequences of 
large-scale land-based investments. This means in particular that context factors that determine 
the effects on rural livelihoods are clearly identified and transmission channels, specifically the (lack 
of) linkages between large-scale farming operations and smallholders, empirically assessed.

Research Design 
and Methods

One main aim of this project is to maintain and improve the Land Matrix Global Observatory, a 
global open database on large-scale land acquisitions. As part of the Land Matrix Initiative (LMI), 
we provide basic analyses of the Land Matrix Global Observatory’s data.

The Land Matrix database is a constantly updated data set that includes deals made for 
 agricultural production (for food or agrofuel production), timber extraction, carbon-trading, mineral 
extraction, conservation and tourism. Deals included in the database must meet the following 
criteria:

- They entail a transfer of rights to use, control or own land through sale, lease or concession.
- They were signed sometime since 2000, when the annualised value of the FAO real food price 
index was at its lowest level.

- They cover an area of 200 hectares or more.
- They entail the conversion of land from local community use or from important ecosystem-service 
provision to commercial production.

The Land Matrix Initiative is presently involved in a process of decentralisation and expansion of 
its network. As a result, regional focal points support the LMI on regional level data collection, 
research, policy advocacy and networking and communication. Records are derived from a variety 
of sources: media reports; reports by international and local organisations, NGOs, and field-based 
research projects; company websites; and government records. Moreover, the “crowdsourcing” 
function plays an increasingly important role.

The project also intends to zoom into specific countries and investment cases. At the country- 
level, we aim to assess socio-economic impacts of large-scale land acquisitions by linking data 
from the Land Matrix to national household surveys (or similar micro data, for example on the 
farm-level). This approach will not only allow to relate the presence of large-scale investments 
to welfare outcomes of nearby households, but also to shed light on the transmission channels 
through which these investments may (or may not) affect rural livelihoods, in general, and small-
holders, specifically. Methodologically, we will rely on standard impact evaluation techniques, in 
particular differences-in-differences estimates at a small geographical scale.

Finally, the project complements the quantitative assessments by qualitative case studies of 
 individual investment cases. Specifically, we intend to identify and document best-practice 
 examples and/or cases that are exemplary in other respects.

gRowth And develoPmentRP 3

>> Team: Apl.Prof. Dr. Jann Lay, Christof Althoff, Dr. Kerstin Nolte,  
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Cooperation  
Partners

- Prof. Stephan Klasen, University of Göttingen, Germany

Selected 
Events

- “Certification of Agricultural Products as a Key Driver of Sector Transformation”, workshop in 
cooperation with FONAP and PEGNet, Hamburg, 12.05.2016.

Selected 
Publications

- Jakob, Michael, Jan Christoph Steckel, Stephan Klasen, Jann Lay, Nicole Grunewald, Inmaculada 
Martínez-Zarzoso, Sebastian Renner, Ottmar  Edenhofer (2014), Feasible Mitigation Actions in 
Developing Countries, in: Nature Climate Change, 4, 11, 961– 968. 

Research 
Questions

The key aim of the project is to evaluate the possible contribution of palm oil certification to 
 mitigating the trade-offs between production and income, on the one hand, and, ecological 
 functions, on the other. We plan to focus on a certification scheme that is currently implemented 
by the Indonesian government, the so-called ISPO (Indonesian Sustainable Palm Oil) certification  
standard. This standard has become mandatory for plantations as of 2014 and will also be 
 mandatory for smallholders by 2020.

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

One important way to influence smallholders’ and other agents’ production decisions, especially 
their management practices, to achieve win-win situations is through certification initiatives.  Such 
initiatives set standards of land use, production processes, and input use that limit damage to 
ecosystem function and services.  In return, certification can provide an income premium for 
 farmers, typically through a price premium.

Research Design 
and Methods

The impact evaluation will start with a qualitative assessment on the precise modalities of the 
scheme both de jure and in terms of the de facto implementation in Jambi. This will also include 
a comparison with other standards, in particular those of the RSPO (Roundtable for Sustainable  
Palm Oil), an international and more ambitious (and more costly) certification scheme that is also 
being implemented by some producers in Jambi. Based on the first assessment of the ISPO 
and RSPO modalities, we will again combine household survey data and ecological information 
to compare socio-economic and ecological outcomes under different regimes (certified under 
ISPO (RSPO), non-certified).  To minimize bias in the impact estimation due to unobservable 
characteristics,  we propose a pipeline and matched double-difference approach with binary 
and continuous treatment. We intend to include a randomized phase-in by villages or groups of 
 farmers subject to practical feasibility.

gRowth And develoPmentRP 3

>> Team: Apl.Prof. Dr. Jann Lay

>> Duration: 2016 – 2019

>> Funding: German Research Foundation (DFG), part of CRC 990  
 (project C04) 

Mitigating Trade-offs between Economic and 
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Research Design 
and Methods

We study MSE behaviour using state-of-the-art microeconometric methods. This includes in 
 particular differences-in-differences and instrumental variable specifications, as common in the 
 impact evaluation literature. The quantitative analyses will be informed by own panel survey data from 
Uganda. The first wave sampled 450 MSEs and was implemented in 2012. Two consecutive survey 
rounds were implemented in 2013 and 2014. During the project, the survey has been started to be 
extended by three additional annual waves to a total of six annual waves with changing foci, but a 
consistent core questionnaire with an extended number of 500 MSEs. While panel data on MSEs 
is very scarce, our data has another  unique feature, as it combines firm surveys with lab-in-the-field 
experiments on risk and time preferences,  savings behaviour and (marketing) innovation.

Preliminary 
Results

This project builds upon the previous projects on “Micro- and Small Enterprises in Developing  
Countries: Opportunities and Constraints” and “Employment, Empowerment and Livings 
Standards”.  Three main insights have emerged from our research to date: (1) The typical informal  
MSE should not be considered a subsistence enterprise. This is evident from the very high 
 marginal returns to capital that can be earned in these enterprises. Rather, an important share of 
MSEs, even in poor economies, for example in the Sahel zone, can be considered “constrained 
gazelles”. (2) High returns in microenterprises remain unexploited due to a number of economic, 
institutional, and social constraints. While credit constraints are found to be a key constraint for 
MSEs,  specific sectors are heavily constrained by access to public utilities. In addition, forced 
solidarity, i.e. social constraints, can also partly explain the lack of investment in MSEs. (3) The 
role of behavioural  constraints is not yet well understood. First results suggest that risk and risk 
aversion can be important obstacles to capital accumulation. (4) Overconfidence is a widespread 
phenomenon  among MSE owners in Uganda. More than two-thirds of Ugandan firm owners have 
overly optimistic  views about their own skills and abilities. Whether and how behavioural biases 
and beliefs on investment and innovation affect economic decision making and performance will be 
analysed in the course of this project.

Cooperation  
Partners

- Prof. Dr. Stephan Klasen, University of Göttingen, Germany
- Prof. Dr. Lukas Menkhoff, DIW Berlin, Germany

Selected 
Publications

- Dodlova, Marina, Kristin Göbel, Michael Grimm, Jann Lay (2015), Constrained Firms, 
Not Subsistence  Activities: Evidence on Capital Returns and Accumulation in Peruvian 
Microenterprises,  in: Labour Economics, 33, 94 – 110.

- Lay, Jann Michael Grimm, Peter Knorringa (2012), Constrained Gazelles: High Potentials in West 
Africa’s Informal Economy, in: World Development, 40, 8, 1352 – 1368.

- Lay, Jann, Michael Grimm, Jens Krueger (2011), Barriers to Entry and Returns to Capital in Informal  
Activities: Evidence from sub-Saharan Africa, in: Review of Income and Wealth, 57, 27 – 53. 

Research 
Questions

The project empirically analyses the dynamics of urban micro and small enterprises [MSEs] 
and studies specific risks and constraints that these enterprises face. It will take a vulnerability  
 perspective on firm performance and focus on the lack of productivity improvements and 
innovation  in MSEs. The risk associated to innovation is likely to be a major constraint that 
prevents  MSEs from growing and improving productivity, thereby potentially causing income 
 poverty traps for individuals, groups, and, eventually, entire economies. In many developing  
countries,  MSEs are the main source of employment, but are typically not able to provide 
productive  employment and a decent livelihood. Against this background the project investi-
gates the  following questions:1) How dynamic are MSEs over time, and which firm and owner 
characteristics  determine firm dynamics? 2)What is the role of behavioural factors, specifically risk 
aversion, time preferences, and overconfidence in determining MSE growth? 3) How do MSEs 
innovate and adopt technologies and which are the implications for total factor productivity and 
investment decisions? 4) What role do savings devices play in mitigating the effects of impatience 
and  self-control problems?

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

Recent empirical work on MSEs has shown that marginal returns to capital stocks in MSEs can be 
high initially; yet, they also tend to decline rapidly with higher capital stocks. On the one hand, this 
might indicate capital scarcity driving high marginal returns initially. On the other, the stagnation 
of many MSEs may be caused by low productivity and the lack of innovation. There is, however, 
hardly an empirical literature that examines innovation and technology adoption in urban MSEs in 
low income countries and the proposed project intends to fill this gap. One of the main reasons 
for the lack of innovation and, indeed, any major capital investment may be the risk associated 
with doing so. Risky endeavours like innovation or investment activities are likely to be influenced  
by behavioural determinants. Such determinants, for example risk and time preferences,  
have  received quite some attention in the context of savings, but not much in the literature on 
innovation  in MSEs. 

Furthermore, very little work has examined another possibly important behavioural determinant 
of investment and innovation decisions. A well-calibrated, accurate self-assessment of one’s own 
ability and knowledge may be required to take sound economic decisions, in general, and entre-
preneurial decisions, in particular. However, evidence from psychology and economics indicates 
that individuals tend to hold overly optimistic views about their abilities, both in absolute and 
relative terms. In previous work done in Uganda, we find that about two-thirds of all MSE  owners 
overestimate their own skills and abilities. Although the role of innovation (typically subsumed 
under R&D activities of firms in industrial countries) and behavioural traits such as overconfidence 
are well acknowledged, their relationship with business performance has rarely been investigated, 
particularly in a developing country context. We aim to close these gaps based on own data from 
MSEs in Uganda.

gRowth And develoPmentRP 3

>> Team: Apl.Prof. Dr. Jann Lay, Dr. Lena Giesbert,  
 Tabea Lakemann, Dr. Sebastian Prediger

>> Duration: 2015 – 2018

>> Funding: Lower Saxony Ministry for Science and Culture

Risk, Investment and Poverty: Dynamics of Micro 
and Small Firms in Developing Countries
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Cooperation  
Partners

- Prof. Murray Leibbrandt, Southern Africa Labour and Development Research Unit (SALDRU), 
University of Cape Town, South Africa

- Jan Hofmeyr, Institute of Justice and Reconciliation, South Africa
- Prof. Stephan Klasen, University of Göttingen, Germany

Selected 
Events

- “Inequality and Middle Class Development in Africa”, workshop at the GIGA Research Platform, 
Cape Town, 04.– 06.05.2016.

Selected 
Publications

- Giesbert, Lena, Simone Schotte (2016), Africa’s New Middle Class: Fact and Fiction of Its 
 Transformative Power, GIGA Focus Afrika, 01/2016.

Research 
Questions

The middle class has gained increasing popularity in explaining heterogeneous paths of 
development  in the context of today’s low- and middle-income countries. This project aims to 
critically reflect on the relevance and instrumental importance of the middle class in the fields of 
development economics and politics. It focuses on the potential role played by the middle class as 
a development actor. In particular, the project investigates a) the political thinking and engagement 
of the middle class and its role for democracy, and b) implications of middle class formation for the 
labor market and the business environment.

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

Modernization theorists and analysts of political transition have linked poverty reduction and 
the emergence of a larger, wealthier and more homogeneous middle class to political change 
and democratization, as well as the adaption of progressive political and market-friendly value 
systems. These theoretical propositions on the essential role played by the middle class as the 
backbone of both democracy and long-term economic growth implicitly assume some middle 
class particularism in values, preferences and behavior. However, empirical evidence on which to 
substantiate these ideas in the context of emerging and developing countries remains scarce. This 
project will add to a better understanding of what exactly constitutes middle class status and how 
these  middle classes will behave and act in the socio-economic as well as the political discourse 
and practice. In line with more critical recent studies on middle class formation in emerging and 
 developing regions, we expect that the characteristics, behavioral patterns and attitudes of this 
class are more complex and exhibit heterogeneity not only between countries and regions, but 
also between layers within this group of respective populations.

Research Design 
and Methods

The project includes both empirical investigations of the research questions set out above as well 
as collaborative networking activities among international researchers and practitioners working on 
related topics. The empirical investigations will be based on quantitative empirical household and 
opinion survey data. In a first step, a comparative framework will be applied to study the charac-
teristics and roles of new middle classes using South Africa, India and Brazil as case studies. In a 
second step, we will take a closer look into these (or potentially other) case studies and analyse 
labor market and firm-level dynamics as determinants of middle class growth using matched 
employer-employee data (as available for example in the Brazilian case). Finally, we investigate the 
political economy of Africa’s emerging middle class, for instance by using data from the Afroba-
rometer to investigate the political attitudes of upwardly mobile lower middle-income groups and 
more affluent middle classes. The collaborative work of the project will include an international 
workshop on inequality and middle class development in Africa to be held in Cape Town with our 
South African cooperation partners. The project further intends to collect necessary (panel) data in 
a joint effort with the cooperation partners.

gRowth And develoPmentRP 3

>> Team: Dr. Lena Giesbert, Apl.Prof. Dr. Jann Lay, Simone Schotte

>> Duration: 2016 – 2018

>> Funding: GIGA, Evangelisches Studienwerk e.V. (Villigst)

The Rise of Middle Classes in Emerging and  
Developing Countries: Patterns, Causes, and  
Consequences
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Preliminary 
Results

We find strong evidence of productivity spill-overs to domestic firms derived from foreign-firm 
 presence in 10 SSA countries using the WBES. The largest productivity effects seem to emanate 
from investors that originate from other countries of SSA.

Cooperation  
Partners

- Prof. Dr. Holger Görg, Kiel Institute for the World Economy, Germany

Selected 
Publications

- Kappel, Robert, Birte Pfeiffer, Helmut Reisen (2016), External Financial Flows and Tax Revenues for 
Africa, in: African Development Bank, Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, 
United Nations Development Programme (2016) (ed.), African Economic Outlook 2016, 51 – 76.

- Pfeiffer, Birte, Holger Görg, Lucia Perez-Villar (2014), The Heterogeneity of FDI in Sub-Saharan 
Africa: How Do the Horizontal Productivity Effects of Emerging Investors Differ from Those of 
Traditional Players?, GIGA Working Paper, No. 262, December 2014.

- Pohl, Birte (2011), Spillover and Competition Effects: Evidence from the Sub-Saharan African 
Banking Sector, GIGA Working Paper, No. 165, April 2011.

Research 
Questions

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) inflows to Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) are on the rise and are 
 becoming more widespread in the manufacturing sector. At the same time, there is an increasing  
 importance of investors from developing countries. Moreover, domestic firms within SSA are 
 increasingly integrated in regional and international markets across the world. The project 
considers  these trends from different perspectives by investigating the following research questions:
- To what extent do domestic firms and foreign firms from different home countries operating in 
SSA differ in terms of productivity? Do foreign firms induce positive spill-over effects on domestic  
firms? And if so, do these effects differ across different origins of foreign investors? To what 
 extent does domestic firm capability drive spill-over effects of FDI?

- Are domestic firms that trade more productive compared to non-traders? Does the distribution of 
imports across origin countries matter for domestic firms’ productivity? What drives the decision 
of domestic firms to trade (with particular countries)?

- Is there a geographic concentration of knowledge-intensive business services (KIBS) in SSA? 
Generally, it is argued that KIBS locate in spatial proximity to foreign investors, but how is it 
in SSA? Do KIBS and multinational firms cluster? Does clustering increase the probability of 
integration  into regional and global value chains?

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

The project aims to provide new insights into the importance and the productivity effects of 
foreign investors from different home countries in SSA as well as relevance and the effects of the 
increasing  integration of domestic firms from this region into regional and global markets.

Research Design 
and Methods

Depending on the research question, we use firm-level cross-sectional and panel data from 10 
SSA countries from the World Bank Enterprise Surveys (WBES) or cross-sectional firm-level data 
from 19 SSA countries from UNIDO’s Africa Investor Survey (AIS). A key issue in using both data 
sets is to identify the country of origin of each firm. We apply both cross-sectional as well as (more 
advanced) panel data techniques to analyse the above outlined research questions.

gRowth And develoPmentRP 3

>> Team: Dr. Birte Pfeiffer

>> Duration: 2012 – 2016

>> Funding: German Research Foundation (DFG)

The Productivity Effects of Foreign Direct  
Investment (FDI) of North–South and South–South 
Firms: The Case of Sub-Saharan Africa
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Preliminary 
Results

Our results show that African entrepreneurs in China see China as a model regarding their entre-
preneurial strategies. Especially long-term African entrepreneurs in China have a self-understanding 
as translators of China. However, this translation potential faces a number of obstacles as trans-
national African traders’ various predispositions impact their readiness to perceive, accept, and 
 understand Chinese translation objects and recipients in the traders’ home society potentially 
contest integration of the travelling concept into the community.

Cooperation  
Partners

- Project partners within the Priority Programme 1448: “Adaption and Creativity in Africa”
- Dr. Akosua Darkwah, Institute of Sociology, University of Ghana, Legon, Ghana
- Dr. Cheikh Tidiane Dieye, ENDA CACID , Dakar, Senegal
- Prof. Dr. Heike Holbig and Dr. Ute Röschenthaler, AFRASO, University of Frankfurt, Germany
- Prof. Gordon Mathews, Department of Anthropology, The Chinese University of Hong Kong,   
Hong Kong, China

- Prof. Ebrima Sall, CODESRIA, Dakar; Senegal 
- Dr. Xiao Yuhua, Institute of African Studies, Zhejiang Normal University, Jinhua, China
- Chinese in Africa, Africans in China Research Network (CAAC)
- ANREsca, Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, Paris, France

Selected 
Events

- “Entrepreneurs Sénégalais en Chine. Médiateurs de la Modernité Dakaroise au Quotidien”, 
 presentation at the Conference “Innovation, Transformation and Sustainable Futures in Africa”, 
Dakar, 01.06.2016 (L. Marfaing).

- “Chinese Traders in Accra, Ghana: Challenges for Community Building and Integration”, 
presentation  at the “International Symposium on the Formation and Development of New Chinese 
Diasporas”, Singapore, 12.12.2015 (K. Giese).

- “Negotiating Change: Narratives of China as Curse and Blessing in the Translation of Chinese Urban 
Modernity in Ghana”, presentation at the ANR EsCA’s Final Conference, Paris, 09.09.2015 (A. Thiel).

- “Chinese – African Figures of Inbetweenes”, panrel at the 5th Congress of Asian and the Pacific 
Studies, Paris, 09.09.2015 (K. Giese, L. Marfaing).

- “Impacts on the Local Other – China-Africa Traders and their Contribution to Local Development(s)  
in Host Societies”, presentation at the African-Asian Encounters (II), Cape Town, 26.07.2015 (K. Giese).

- “Transnational Circulations of People, Goods and Ideas: Reception, Adaptation and Contestation” 
panel at the 6th European Conference on African Studies, 08.07.2015 (L. Marfaing, A. Thiel).

Selected 
Publications

- Giese, Karsten, Laurence Marfaing (eds.)(2016), Entrepreneurs africains et chinois, Les impacts 
sociaux d’une rencontre particulière, Paris: Karthala. 

- Giese, Karsten, Alena Thiel (2015), The Psychological Contract in Chinese-African Informal Labor 
Relations, in: International Journal of Human Resource Management, 26, 14, 1807 – 1826.

- Giese, Karsten, Alena Thiel (2015), Chinese Factor in the Space, Place and Agency of Female 
Head Porters in Urban Ghana, in: Social & Cultural Geography, 16, 4, 444 – 464.

- Giese, Karsten, Alena Thiel (2014), The Vulnerable Other – Distorted Equity in Chinese-Ghanaian 
Employment Relations, in: Ethnic and Racial Studies, 37, 6, 1101 – 1120. 

- Karsten Giese (2013), Same-Same But Different: Chinese Traders’ Perspectives on African Labor, 
in: China Journal, 69, 134 – 153. 

Research 
Questions

The project investigates, with the case studies of Senegalese and Ghanaian transnational 
 entrepreneurs in China, the kind of transnational practices that shape the encounters with  
and the  experiences of urban Chinese modernity for various groups of West African traders.  
It  addresses the marks of the personal experience of China left on African traders through their 
economic sojourns to the Chinese supply centres of global capitalism (material objects and/or 
abstract  concepts alike) and analyses the ways in which the African traders’ experiences and 
interpretations  of China are formed by various social actors and influenced by social formations 
(networks) and belief systems (religion) relevant to them. 

The project seeks to understand how the traders individually select, interpret, translate, and 
 redefine “things Chinese” (ranging from material objects to abstract concepts, lifestyles, ideologies)  
within the context of their home societies by enacting their social capital as members of a virtual 
community and in what way the discursive processes of translation and creative appropriation 
might impact negotiating social change and re-ordering( institutions, practices, social formations,  
policies) in urban West Africa in an era of accelerated and increasingly accessible economic 
 globalisation.

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

The combination of the different regional research capacities at the GIGA within one research team 
allows us to address this multidimensional research problem with the adequate regional and multi-
disciplinary competences and research strategies. In the field we closely cooperate with a number 
of individual partners from academic institutions in China, Ghana, Senegal, and Europe who have 
been engaged in research closely related to our proposed study.

Research Design 
and Methods

In order to study the socio-economic practices of the West African transnational traders with 
regard to their specific experiences of urban Chinese modernity and to reconstruct the original 
Chinese significations of the translation products within the framework of multiple modernities that 
can be identified in Ghana and Senegal, intensive fieldwork is conducted in Guangzhou and Yiwu 
as the most important destination cities for West African traders. Our multi-sited ethnography  
approach follows both people and ideas, when we rejoin our research subjects in Ghana and 
Senegal after their sojourn to China, and retrace their business contacts in China respectively. We 
make use of a specific mix of qualitative methods based on a participatory approach including  
narrative and open interviewing. Biographical information are included to a large extent. We 
evaluate  the observed processes and significations of translational products against the backdrop 
of a range of pre-structuring factors that lie within the social, economic and political orders and 
local power relations insofar as they can be regarded relevant. To that end, we conduct additional 
desk research as well as semi-structured interviews with selected informants in key positions of 
society, as well as with state authorities and representatives from associations, lobby groups, and 
other relevant institutions.

gRowth And develoPmentRP 3

>> Team: Dr. Karsten Giese, Dr. Laurence Marfaing,  
 Alena Thiel, Jessica Wilczak

>> Duration: 2013 – 2017

>> Funding: German Research Foundation (DFG) 

West African Traders as Translators  
Between Chinese and African Urban Modernities
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GIGA

German Institute of Global and Area Studies

Research Projects

 Colombia in the Face of Brazilian Power Projection (Dr. Daniel Flemes et al.)

 Contested Leadership in International Relations: Power Politics in South America, South Asia and Sub-Saharan 
Africa (Hannes Ebert, Dr. Daniel Flemes) 

 Contested World Orders (Hannes Ebert, Prof. Dr. Detlef Nolte, Dr. Miriam Prys-Hansen)

 Control of Infections: Perception of Risks and Political Agenda for Providing a Public Good (Dr. Julian Eckl,  
Prof. Dr. Wolfgang Hein, Anne Paschke)

 Diffusing the EU Model? The European Union’s Influence on Global Regionalism (Jun-Prof. Dr. Tobias Lenz)

 Leaders or “Guides” of Public Opinion? The Media Role of Chinese Foreign Policy Experts (Dr. Pascal Abb)

 Legitimate Multipolarity? (Prof. Dr. Amrita Narlikar, Dr. Johannes Plagemann, Prof. Dr. Peter Niesen)

 Regional Powers Network (Dr. Miriam Prys-Hansen et al.) 

 Responsibility for the Region: Power Transfer and Role Attribution to Regional Powers (Dr. Miriam Prys-Hansen,   
Dr. Leslie Wehner)

Dissertations by Fellows of the GIGA Doctoral Programme

Name (Working) Title Supervisor Funding

Burilkov, Alexandr
The Maritime Strategy of Regional Powers:  
China, India, Iran, and Brazil from 2001 to 
2015

Prof. Dr. Michael 
Brzoska / Prof. Dr. 
Henner Fürtig

self-funded

Ewert, Insa

The China Watchers: Perspectives of 
Policy Makers, Knowledge Generation and 
Policy Formulation within the European 
Institutions

Prof. Dr. Detlef Nolte PRIMO

García, Daniela
Solar Energy and the Problem of Path 
Dependency in Costa Rica’s Energy 
System

Prof. Dr. Wolfgang 
Hein/ Prof. Dr. Anita 
Engels 

DAAD

Garzón, Jorge
The Problem of Regional Orders in a 
Multipolar World 

Prof. Dr. Detlef Nolte
Friedrich-Ebert-
Stiftung

Geise, Thorsten
Power in Regional Security Governance 
Formation: Southeast Asia and the Case of 
Securing Maritime Trade

Prof. Dr. Dirk Nabers keine

Kirchschlager, 
Markus

Disaggregating International Mediation. 
Comparing Regional Mediation Patterns 
of Inter-State Mediation Outcome in the 
Middle East and South East Asia

Prof. Dr. Anja Jetschke/ 
Prof. Dr. Hans 
Gießmann

self-funded

Medha
The Self and the Other: Islam in India’s 
Identity and Foreign Policy

Prof. Dr. Dirk Nabers / 
Dr. Faisal Devji

DAAD

Mijares, Victor
Autonomy Dilemma in the Origin of 
UNASUR Defense Council

Prof. Dr. Detlef Nolte DAAD

Soliz Landivar, 
Ana

The Bilateral Strategic Partnerships of 
Argentina, Brazil and Venezuela with China

Prof. Dr. Detlef Nolte DAAD

Velosa, Eduardo
China´s Influence on Regional Roles: the 
Cases of Thailand and Colombia

Prof. Dr. Detlef Nolte DAAD

Wojczewski, 
Thorsten

India in the World Order: Conceptions of 
'Order' in the Foreign Policy Discourse

Prof. Dr. Dirk Nabers
Heinrich-Böll-
Foundation

Zapata Mafla, 
Ximena

Foreign Policy Strategies of Andean 
Countries Compared: Standing towards 
Emerging Powers

Prof. Dr. Detlef Nolte DAAD

>> Research Programme 4: 
 Power and Ideas 



R
P

 4

GIGA Research Projects 2016 GIGA Research Projects 2016122 123 

GIGA

German Institute of Global and Area Studies

>> Research Projects 4:  
 

Dissertations by Associates of the GIGA Doctoral Programme

Concluded Doctoral Studies 2015

Name (Working) Title Supervisor Funding

Ebert, Hannes
Contested Leadership in South Asia: 
Resistance to India’s Economic and 
Political Rise

Prof. Dr. Michael 
Brzoska / Prof. Dr. 
Sumit Ganguly

Project: Contested 
Leadership in 
International 
Relations – Power 
Politics in South 
America, South Asia 
and sub-Saharan

Gephart, Malte

Tensions Between the International and 
Transnational Anti-corruption Discourse 
and Narratives of Corruption in Paraguay 
and Chile

Prof. Dr. Cord Jakobeit self-funded

Strautmann, 
Michael

Interorganisational Cooperation in 
Development Cooperation: An Explorative 
Study of Intraorganisational Determinants

Prof. Dr. Cord Jakobeit
Stiftung der 
Deutschen 
Wirtschaft

Name (Working) Title Supervisor Funding

Carpes, Mariana

From Breadcrumbs to Threads of Wool: 
Building a Neoclassical Realist Model for 
the Study of Regional Powers’ Nuclear 
Choices

Prof. Dr. Detlef Nolte / 
Prof. Dr. Michael 
Brzoska

Hamburg 
International 
Graduate School 
for the Study of 
Regional Powers 
(until 4/2013), 
University of 
Hamburg

Nymalm, Nicola
Debates on Economic Policies towards 
Japan (1985-1995) and China (1995-2008) 
in the United States

Prof. Dr. Dirk Nabers / 
Prof. Dr. Patrick Köllner

Finnish Cultural 
Foundation, University 
of Kiel

Wagner, Maren Emergence, Complexity, Discourse Prof. Dr. Cord Jakobeit
Stiftung der 
Deutschen 
Wirtschaft
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>> Team: Dr. Daniel Flemes, Prof. Dr. Klaus Bodemer, Mariana Carpes,  
 Jorge Garzón, Prof. Dr. Detlef Nolte, Dr. Michael Radseck, Eduardo Velosa

>> Duration: 2015 – 2016

>> Funding: German Academic Exchange Service  
 (DAAD / PROCOL Programme)

The close collaboration envisaged between the allied Colombian and German researchers will 
be further realised through two workshops in Columbia; these are essential means by which to 
guarantee the quality of every individual study. The workshops will not only provide the opportunity 
to discuss theoretical approaches and empirical findings, but they will also allow all of the involved 
participants to benefit from the broad range of methodological expertise that we will have assem-
bled for this project. Our broad methodological approach bears resemblance to strategies of inter-
preting quantitative and qualitative data that are usually subsumed under the heading of “process 
tracing.” Process tracing is comparable to the assembling of a puzzle without knowing whether 
one possesses all the necessary pieces of the puzzle, or indeed whether all of the available pieces 
are actually a part of the puzzle (George/ McKeown 1985:36).

Cooperation  
Partners

- Pontifica Universidad Javeriana, Bogotá, Columbia
- Universidad Santiago de Cali, Cali, Columbia
- Brazilian Embassy in Bogotá, Columbia

Selected 
Events

- “Brasil-Colombia: ¿de vecinhos distantes a parceiros estratégicos?” Lecture at the Fundacao 
Getúlio Vargas, Rio de Janeiro, 16.11.2015 (D. Flemes)

- “Colombia and Brazil: An Ambivalent Relationship”, ProCol Conference, Cali, 03.11.2015.
- “Contestacion Institucional: Colombia y la Alianza del Pacífico, presentation at the LASA Annual 
Conference, San Juan, 29.05.2015 (D. Flemes).

- “The State of and Prospects for Colombian–Brazilian Relations”, ProCol workshop, Bogota,   
23.– 26.02.2015.

- “Drivers of Strategic Contestation in South America”, presentation at the LASA Annual 
Conference,  Washington DC, 30.05.2013 (D. Flemes).

- “Kolumbien und Brasilien: Strategische Partner beim Aufbau Südamerikas?” (Columbia and Brazil: 
Strategic Partners for the Construction of South America?), book launch event, Cali, 12.04.2013 
(D. Flemes, E. Pastrana, S. Jost).

Selected 
Publications

- Flemes, Daniel, Rafael Castro (2016), Institutional Contestation: Colombia in the Pacific Alliance,  
in: Bulletin of Latin American Research, 35, 1, 53 – 69. 

- Flemes, Daniel (2015), Brasil-Colombia: de vecinos distantes a socios estratégicos?,  
in: Iberoamericana . Ensayos Sobre Letras, Historia Y Sociedad. Notas. Reseñas Iberoamericanas, 15, 
60, 171 – 175.

- Flemes, Daniel (2012), La Política Exterior Colombiana desde la Perspectiva del Realismo Neoclásico, 
in: Stefan Jost (ed.), Colombia: una Potencia en Desarrollo – Escenarios y Desafíos para su Política 
Exterior, Bogotá: Fundación Konrad Adenauer, 2012, 19 – 38.

- Flemes, Daniel, Eduardo Pastrana, Stefan Jost (eds.)(2012), Colombia y Brasil ¿socios estratégicos en 
la construcción de Suramérica?, Bogotá: Editorial PUC.
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Colombia in the Face of Brazilian Power Projection

Research 
Questions

- How has Brazil’s power projection within the region affected the way in which Colombia and 
Brazil have mutually constructed their bilateral relations in different policy areas? 

- What could the issue-specific strategic options for Colombian foreign policy be in order to 
 encourage its own development and international position in the face of the opportunities and 
risks that Brazil’s power projection represents?

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

The project aims at analysing the ways in which Brazil’s power projection within the region has 
affected the construction of Brazil and Colombia bilateral relations from the 1990s onwards. 
Based on a pluralistic theoretical framework – from the perspectives of neoclassical realism, 
constructivism,  and liberal institutionalism –, we strive for the fulfillment of the following specific 
objectives:
- To analyse the development of Colombian–Brazilian relations in border security and the fight 
against transnational crime, as well as in their armament and defence policies.

- To identify convergences and divergences in the economic negotiations within multilateral organi-
sations, as well as in their bilateral trade and investment relations.

- To identify the impact of Colombia’s internal conflict on bilateral relations with Brazil, as well as 
the role that Brazil could play as a potential mediator in the search for a politically-negotiated 
solution.

- To establish the influence that the geopolitical aspects of both countries have in the development 
of interconnected infrastructural projects, such as roads and energy, as well as the influence that 
geo-economic and energetic factors have in the structuring of their bilateral relations.

- To determine the impact that external powers such as China and the U.S. have (and have had) 
on the development of relations between Brazil and Colombia.

Research Design 
and Methods

The scrutiny of emerging regional powers – and the reactions of secondary powers to the 
challenges  of this phenomenon – can be best approached through a joint theoretical focus within 
International Relations (in other words, realism, institutionalism, and constructivism), in which area 
studies would need to play an important role. As a result, theoretical plurality as an interpretive 
framework necessarily implies the use of a pluralistic methodology. 

The first step for all of the envisaged studies will be the analysis of the existing literature. As a 
second step, semi-structured expert interviews will be conducted. Relevant interviewees will 
include government officials, experts on foreign policy, and officials from Brazilian companies 
that operate in Colombia. The main advantage of the semi-structured interview method is its 
flexibility, as it allows for new questions to be brought up during the interview as a result of the 
interviewee’s  answers. The semi-structured interview is the most adequate tool for capturing a 
person’s thoughts on a particular subject matter. Data gained in this way will be evaluated using 
the  methods of  qualitative content analysis (Mayring 2008). 



127 126 GIGA Research Projects 2016 GIGA Research Projects 2016

R
P

 4

Cooperation  
Partners

- Brazil: BRICS Policy Center, Rio de Janeiro; Fundacao Getúlio Vargas, Rio de Janeiro; Pontifica 
Universidade Catolica, Rio de Janeiro, Universidade de Brasilia, Universidade do Estado do   
Rio de Janeiro

- China: China Foreign Affairs University, Beijing; Tongji University, Shanghai
- Europe: Leiden University- Institute of Political Science; University of Oxford
- India: Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses, New Delhi; Jawaharlal Nehru University – School 
of International Studies, New Delhi; Observer Research Foundation, New Delhi

- Pakistan: Institute of Strategic Studies, Islamabad; Sustainable Development Policy Institute, 
Islamabad

- South Africa: South African Institute of International Affairs, Johannesburg; University of 
 Johannesburg

- USA, Canada: Georgetown University – Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service, 
Washington;  Indiana University – Department of Political Science, Bloomington; University of Utah, 
Salt Lake City; University of Waterloo, Canada

- Venezuela, Columbia: Pontifica Universidad Javeriana, Bogotá; Universidad Central de Venezuela, 
Caracas;

Selected 
Events

- “Brasil-Colombia: ¿de vecinhos distantes a parceiros estratégicos”? Lecture at the Fundacao 
Getúlio Vargas, Rio de Janeiro, 16.11.2015 (D. Flemes)

- “Contestacion Institucional: Colombia y la Alianza del Pacífico, presentation at the LASA Annual 
Conference”, San Juan, 29.05.2015 (D. Flemes).

- “Narratives on Rivalry Termination in South Asia”, presentation at the conference “Narratives on 
National Security”, Islamabad, 25.11.2014 (H. Ebert).

Selected 
Publications

- Flemes, Daniel, Rafael Castro (2016), Institutional Contestation: Colombia in the Pacific Alliance,  
in: Bulletin of Latin American Research, 35, 1, 53 – 69.

- Strüver, Georg (2016), What Friends Are Made Of: Bilateral Linkages and Domestic Drivers of Foreign 
Policy Alignment with China, in: Foreign Policy Analysis, 12, 2, 170 – 191.

- Ahmad, Ishtiaq, Hannes Ebert (2015), Breaking the Equilibrium? New Leaders and Old Structures in 
the India-Pakistan Rivalry, in: Asian Affairs: An American Review, 42, 1, 46 – 75. 

- Flemes, Daniel, Leslie Wehner (2015), Drivers of Strategic Contestation: The Case of South America, 
in: International Politics, 52,  2, 163 – 177. 

- Flemes, Daniel, Andrew Cooper (2013), Foreign Policy Strategies of Emerging Powers in a Multipolar 
World: an Introductory Review; in: Third World Quarterly, 34, 6, 943 – 962.

- Flemes, Daniel, Thorsten Wojczewski (2012), Sekundärmächte als Gegenspieler regionaler 
 Führungsmächte? (Secondary Powers as Contestants of Regional Powers?), in: Daniel Flemes,   
Dirk Nabers, Detlef Nolte (eds.), Macht, Führung und regionale Ordnung – Theorien und Forschungs-
perspektiven (Power, Leadership, and Regional Order – Theories and Research Perspectives), 
 Baden-Baden: Nomos, 2012.  

>> Team: Dr. Daniel Flemes, Hannes Ebert

>> Duration: 2010 – 2018

>> Funding: VolkswagenStiftung, Schumpeter Fellowship R
P
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Research 
Questions

- Does regional acceptance or contestation influence regional powers’ chances of success in 
global affairs? In short, does regional support matter?

- How do regional orders shape the global strategies of regional powers?
- How do the relations between regional and external players (the US, China, Russia, the EU and 
Germany) impact regional power distribution?

- Which factors motivate secondary powers to accept or contest regional powers’ leadership 
claims? In short, why do followers (not) follow?

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

First, the interregional comparison of the relations between regional and secondary powers shall 
explain why potential followers tend to contest regional leadership. The proposed study will focus 
on both the leaders and the followers (or contesters of leadership) and will contribute to the 
 theoretical IR debate on the sources of leadership. 

Second, the research project will add to the existing knowledge on the nexus of regional and  global 
orders. It will analyse the global impact of secondary powers’ regional strategies (acceptance  or 
contestation) using a comparative perspective. A direct or indirect impact of  secondary powers’ 
foreign policies at the global-system level would support the thesis of a multiregional world order. 
This view would be compatible with predictions of a systemic transformation into a “non-polar 
world” (Haass 2008) or a system of “multi-multipolarity” (Friedberg 1994). 

Third, the interregional comparison will disclose if and how different regional environments shape 
regional powers’ global strategies. In addition to cultural and historical factors, economic intercon-
nectedness and regional security settings will be the focus of the analysis.

Research Design 
and Methods

We compare dyads in regional relations: For instance, India vs. Pakistan, China vs. Japan, Brazil 
vs. Colombia  Russia vs. Poland and South Africa vs. Nigeria. Additionally, we will analyse  the 
 bilateral relations of each of the regional and secondary powers with extra-regional powers  
– namely, the US, China, Russia, the EU and Germany – in order to capture the external 
 influences on the regional relationship patterns. Conversely, we will explore the impact of bilateral 
relationships  with external powers and regional patterns (cooperation, competition, conflict) on the 
global order. Those factors assumed to be determinants of the actors’ foreign policies and, hence, 
of the relationships between regional and secondary powers – which are marked by different types 
of “contested leadership” – will be the focus of the comparison: resources, interests, strategies 
and perceptions of foreign policy.

Preliminary 
Results

The preliminary results identify the following drivers as the decisive variables in the development of 
secondary powers’ foreign policy strategies:
- A secondary power’s choice of regional strategy is primarily dependent on structural drivers such 
as its relative position in the regional hierarchy. Direct, usually military contestation strategies  
 correlate with a relatively symmetric distribution of power and resources between primary and 
secondary power. In contrast, indirect forms of contestation/opposition are predominantly 
 observed in regions marked by high polarity in terms of political and economic resources.

- In relatively peaceful regional orders (e.g. security communities), domestic actors exert more influence 
on the regional strategy of a secondary power than in regions characterised by violent conflicts.

- The central explanatory factors for secondary powers’ contestation strategies in the realm of 
foreign policy are as follows: (a) diverging interests between the primary and secondary powers at 
the regional and bilateral level, (b) the regional power’s unwillingness to provide public goods, and 
(c) the regional power’s non-transparent defence and arms policies.
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Preliminary 
Results

In the framework of the project a high-ranking edited volume will be published, under the guidance  
of the cooperation partners from the WZB. The contributions to that volume will focus on the 
preferences and strategies of NGOs and BRICS states in eight different policy fields ranging from 
security to issues related to welfare. In their theoretical framework paper to the volume the authors 
from the WZB highlight three research questions: a) the extent of support or opposition of NGOs 
and BRICS for the aggregation of political authority by international institutions, b) their support 
or opposition to the institutionalisation of liberal policies and principles, and d) the distance of the 
 actors’ preferences from the institutional status quo.

Based on a (quantitative or qualitative) statement analysis, the case studies will reveal similarities 
and differences among and within the two sets of actors under scrutiny. The GIGA contributes 
three case studies in the policy fields of climate finance, health governance and the UN security 
council as well as an additional case study on regional governance. The GIGA researchers have 
developed the empirical datasets for these contributions. Preliminary results indicate that in the 
climate case, rising countries act defensively and often avoid further commitments, while in security 
they act offensively and claim more authority. In addition, in some policy fields Southern NGOs’ 
viewpoints may come closer to their government’s positions than to those of their Northern NGO allies.

Cooperation  
Partners

- Prof. Dr. Michael Zürn, Dr. Martin Binder, Wissenschaftszentrum Berlin (WZB), Germany
- Prof. Dr. Harald Müller, Prof. Dr. Klaus-Dieter Wolf, Peace Research Institute Frankfurt (HSFK), 
Germany

- Prof. Dr. Liesbeth Hooghe, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, Netherlands 
- Prof. Dr. Gary Marks, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, USA
- Prof. Dr. Jonas Tallberg, University of Stockholm, Sweden

Selected 
Events

- “Rights as Weapons of Political Conflict”, lecture at the GIGA, Hamburg, 13.07.2015 (C. Bob).

Selected 
Publications

- Hein, Wolfgang (2015), Business and Transnational Norm-Building in Post-Westphalian Global Politics, 
in: International Journal of Business Governance and Ethics, 10, 3/4, 208 – 229.

- Prys-Hansen, Miriam, Malte Lellmann, Milan Röseler (2015), Die Bedeutung der Klimafinanzierung für 
den Pariser Klimagipfel 2015 (The Meaning of Climate Funding for the Climate Summit in Paris 2015), 
GIGA Focus Global, 05/2015.

- Flemes, Daniel, Dirk Nabers, Detlef Nolte (eds.)(2012), Macht, Führung und Regionale Ordnung: 
 Theorien und Forschungsperspektiven (Power, Leadership and Regional Order: Theories and 
 Research Perspectives), Baden-Baden: Nomos.

- Prys, Miriam (2012), Redefining Regional Power in International Relations: Indian and South African 
Perspectives, Garnet Series, London, New York: Routledge.

>> Team: Prof. Dr. Detlef Nolte, Dr. Miriam Prys-Hansen, Hannes Ebert

>> Duration: 2012 – 2016

>> Funding: Leibniz Competition R
P
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Research 
Questions

- What are the implications of the increasing influence of “rising powers” and transnational 
 non-governmental organisations and their contestation of international institutions for a “new 
world order”?

- How do “rising powers” and transnational non-governmental organisations contest international 
institutions?

- What differences and similarities do these contestations demonstrate, particularly with regard to 
underlying norms and concepts of legitimacy? 

- What are the repercussions of these contestations for the authority of international institutions?

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

While the increasing influence of transnational non-governmental organisations and the new “rising 
powers” has been the subject of academic research, there are very few systematic analyses which 
take both phenomena into account and study their interrelation. Those studies which focus on the 
role of states in international politics neglect the importance of non-governmental actors. On the 
other hand, studies on transnational non-governmental organisations do not pay attention to the 
new “rising powers”.

The project aims to unite these two separate discourses and to study the interactions between the 
two different sets of actors. In particular, the project focuses on the demands and criticism that 
the “rising powers” and the non-governmental organisations address at international institutions, 
examining their commonalities and differences. The project thus aims to systematically assess the 
forms of contestation addressed at international institutions, as well as their implications for these 
institutions’ authority and legitimacy.

Research Design 
and Methods

The project will unite the expertise of the three Leibniz institutes involved, drawing upon their 
previous work on the authority of international organisations (WZB), the legitimacy claims of NGOs 
(HSFK), and the “rising powers” (GIGA). As a first step, the project will develop its basic concepts 
for a joint publication on the “multiple sites of resistance” against international institutions. In 
 addition to the topic of resistance, the publication will also investigate the authority and legitimacy 
of these institutions. As a second step, the researchers will create a database that systematically 
assesses forms of authority and corresponding contestations and legitimacy claims over time and 
in different fields.

PoweR And ideASRP 4
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Cooperation  
Partners

- Members of the Leibniz Research Alliance “Infections 21” (led by Research Center Borstel)

Selected 
Events

- “Access to Medicines: Who Pays for Innovation, Who Pays for the Pills”, GIGA Talk, Berlin, 
14.11.2013 (W. Hein).

Selected 
Publications

- Bozorgmehr, Kayvan, Walter Bruchhausen, Wolfgang Hein, Michael Kipper, Rolf Korte,  Peter 
Tinnemann, Oliver Razum (2014), The Global Health Concept of the German Government: 
Strengths, Weaknesses, and Opportunities, in: Global Health Action. Current Debate, 7.

- Hein, Wolfgang, Suerie Moon (2013), Informal Norms in Global Governance: Human Rights, 
 Intellectual Property Rules and Access to Medicines, Aldershot: Ashgate.

- Hein, Wolfgang (2013), Governance and Actors in Global Health Diplomacy, in: Novotny / 
 Kickbusch (eds.), 21st Century Global Health Diplomacy, Singapur: World Scientific, 65 – 96.

- Hein, Wolfgang (2013), Formen der Normbildung in Global Health Governance: Zwischen Multi-
lateralismus und informellen Normbildungsprozessen (Forms of Norm Building in Global Health 
Governance: Between Multilateralism and Informal Norm Building Processes), in: Schapper / 
Fleschenberg / Kneuer (eds.), Global Normen zwischen Anspruch und Wirklichkeit (Global Norms 
Between Aspiration and Reality), Baden-Baden: Nomos, 159 – 187.

- Buse, Kent, Wolfgang Hein, Nick Drager (eds.) (2009), Making Sense of Global Health 
 Governance, Basingstoke: Palgrave.

>> Team: Prof. Dr. Wolfgang Hein, Dr. Julian Eckl, Anne Paschke

>> Duration: 2016 – 2019

>> Funding: Leibniz Research Alliance “Infections 21”,  R
P
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Research 
Questions

The control of infectious diseases constitutes a public good (non-excludable/non-rivalrous); as 
such, its provision depends upon non-profit seeking, mostly public investments, and thus upon 
political decisions. We expect that effective policies of infectious disease control depend (a) on the 
level of attention by the public and by policy makers to the threat of infectious diseases and (b) on 
the availability of cost-effective means to provide protection against these diseases. 

The project team plans to test the assumption that political commitment and innovative efforts 
(such as monitoring of international mobility; identification of pathogens and of transmission 
paths; the development of vaccines and antimicrobial medicines) in this field respond to cycles of 
public attention related to the outbreak and assumed risk of epidemics. Research will be primarily 
based on German policies of infectious disease control with a strong focus of their embedded-
ness in global developments. Being part of the multidisciplinary Leibniz Research Alliance (LRA) 
the project will closely cooperate with biomedical research institutes as well as a number of other 
disciplines within the research groups. These research groups are organised according to different 
ways of transmission (man-to-man; air; water; vectors) to which also policies of disease control are 
linked (e.g.: man-to-man transmission and international mobility).

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

As part of the LRA, the research project will be linked to various activities of international 
cooperation  (among others with two colleagues from the London School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine) and will introduce a perspective of policy field analysis in international discourses so far 
dominated by biomedical and public health discourses. The approach will link-up with a growing 
volume of research on global public goods for health (see: work by Richard D. Smith and Ilona 
Kickbusch) applying the concept to the field of infection control.

Research Design 
and Methods

Based on expert interviews and desk research; in cooperation with other researchers of the LRA: 
semi-structured interviews with asylum-seekers (infected with Tuberculosis), “citizen science” to 
detect the appearance of new insect species as vectors transmitting infectious diseases.
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 PhD work based mainly on existing datasets and publicly available documentation. Completing 
the dataset for the full 35 organisations thus appears to be feasible within the time frame of this 
project. The resulting dataset will be analysed using a variety of cross sectional pooled time series 
statistical techniques.

The case studies seek to detail the variety of causal pathways by which the EU institutional model 
affects the design process in other regional organisations. The main aim of the qualitative  analysis  
is two-fold: first, to demonstrate how these pathways operate in regard to different regional 
institutions and second, to show how the diffusion of the EU institutional model is dependent 
on facilitating  organisational characteristics in some pathways, i.e. to illustrate the ‘insides’ of 
the statistical interaction terms. The analysis will focus on three regional institutions that serve 
different  purposes: the creation and empowerment of a regional parliament to secure organisa-
tional  legitimacy, the creation of a supranational court to secure compliance with commitments, 
and the creation of a commission with an exclusive right to agenda-setting in order to protect the 
collective  interest against capture by individual member states. For each of these three institutions, 
I plan to conduct a paired comparison that focuses respectively on a pathway whose influence 
is unmediated  and one whose influence depends on facilitating conditions. Organisational pairs 
are primarily chosen on the basis of their representativeness in the larger sample – they ought to 
 constitute typical cases. Methodologically, this analysis is based on process tracing, relying mainly on 
interviews with policy-makers and other relevant actors as well as on relevant primary documents.

Cooperation  
Partners

- Prof. Dr. Michael Zürn, Dr. Martin Binder, Wissenschaftszentrum Berlin (WZB), Germany
- Prof. Dr. Harald Müller, Prof. Dr. Klaus-Dieter Wolf, Peace Research Institute Frankfurt (HSFK), 
Germany

- Prof. Dr. Liesbeth Hooghe, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, Netherlands 
- Prof. Dr. Gary Marks, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, USA
- Prof. Dr. Jonas Tallberg, University of Stockholm, Sweden

Selected 
Events

- “Framing Institutional Choice in International Economic Cooperation: How the European Union’s 
Common Market Model Diffuses, lecture at the Robert Schuman Centre for Advanced Studies, 
Florence, 19.03.2016.

- “Institutional Vanguard: European Union Influence on Regional International Organizations; 
 presentation at the ISA Annual Conference, New Orleans, 19.02.2015.

- “Regional Institutional Structures: Rules and Decision-Making”, lecture at authors’ conference, 
Oxford Handbook of Comparative Regionalism, Berlin, 07.06.2014

Selected 
Publications

- Lenz, Tobias, Jeanine Bezuijen,  Liesbet Hooghe, Gary Marks (2014), Patterns of International Organi-
zation: Task Specific vs. General Purpose, in: Politische Vierteljahresschrift, Special Issue 49, 131-156.

- Jetschke, Anja, Tobias Lenz (2013), Does Regionalism Diffuse? A New Research Agenda for the 
Study of Regional Organizations, in: Journal of European Public Policy, 20, 4, 626 – 637.

- Lenz, Tobias (2013), EU Normative Power and Regionalism: Ideational Diffusion and Its Limits,  
in: Cooperation and Conflict, 48, 2, 211 – 228.

- Lenz, Tobias (2012), Spurred Emulation: The EU and Regional Integration in Mercosur and SADC, 
in: West European Politics, 35, 1, 155 – 174. 

- Jetschke, Anja, Tobias Lenz (2011), Vergleichende Regionalismusforschung und Diffusion: Eine 
neue Forschungsagenda (Comparative Research on Regionalism and Diffusion: A new Research 
Agenda), in Politische Vierteljahresschrift, 52, 3, 448 – 474.

>> Team: Prof. Dr. Tobias Lenz

>> Duration: 2015 – 2017

>> Funding: Daimler and Benz FoundationR
P
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Research 
Questions

How and under what conditions does the institutional model of the European Union (EU)  influence 
the design of other regional organisations?

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

The first theoretical contribution is to the debate on the impact of EU foreign policy and the EU’s 
wider influence in world politics. With the exception of a few single or comparative case studies, 
there has been little systematic analysis of the influence of the EU on the emergence and evolution 
of regional organisations, especially outside the enlargement context and its direct neighbourhood. 
This research project generates new data – both large-N and small-N – with which to evaluate the 
influence of the EU institutional model on regional institutional design elsewhere. It thereby seeks 
to advance our understanding of the ways in which and the conditions under which the EU affects 
the design of other regional organisations. 

The second theoretical contribution is to the debate in Comparative Regionalism and International 
Relations on the drivers of regional integration. While existing theories of regionalism primarily 
locate them inside the respective regions, this project focuses on one specific external driver, i.e. 
influence emanating from the EU. It thereby promises to enhance our understanding of the ways 
in which and the conditions under which such external drivers are likely to matter, and how they 
interact with internal conditions.                                         

The project also has major policy relevance. Promoting regional integration is one of the EU’s 
main foreign policy objectives, to which substantial resources have been dedicated over the past 
decades. Yet we know little as to whether this objective has been achieved, and which of the 
EU’s policy instruments has been most relevant in this respect. The project also seeks to generate  
policy-relevant insights into the conditions under which different EU strategies are more or less 
likely to succeed.        

Finally, it promises insights into whether the EU’s attractiveness as a model has undergone change 
over time, with repercussions for predictions on whether the current Euro-crisis affects the EU’s 
wider attractiveness in the world.

Research Design 
and Methods

The main objective of the research project is to assess the EU’s influence on regional institutional 
design empirically based on a mixed methods design. It combines a large-N quantitative analysis of the 
conditions under which EU isomorphic diffusion matters cross-sectionally and over time with in-depth 
case studies on the causal pathways by which it affects the design of selected regional institutions.

For the quantitative analysis, the project draws on existing data on regional institutional design that 
the author was involved in collecting as part of his post-doc (see CV for details). Marks et al. (forth-
coming) develops an index of supranationalism that captures variation in the institutional design of 
35 regional organisations, including all major regional organisations in existence today, between 
1950 and 2010. The delegation element of this index can be used, with minor modifications,  as 
the dependent variable of the research project. Marks et al. (forthcoming) also provide data on 
many of the relevant control variables that can be used. New data collection, therefore, is largely 
confined to the independent variables posited by the four hypotheses. The salience of EU 
discourse  can be estimated by drawing on the Google Ngram – a tool that is increasingly being 
used to measure change in global discourses (Michel et al. 2011). The collection of data on trade 
and investment interdependence, budget data and EU contributions as well as on EU contacts 
with other regional organisations has been successfully piloted for three organisations during my 
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Preliminary 
Results

Although the Chinese government aims to employ experts as guides of public opinion, there is 
considerable variety in how different institutes and their staff cover international issues, and expert 
coverage is also systematically more even-handed than the “official line” when it comes to sensi-
tive issues like China-Japanese relations. However, there are also enduring concerns, such as a 
 near-total  absence of critical assessments of China's own foreign policy, an overhang of hardline 
and nationalist views, and an overrepresentation of authors who perform pundit roles without 
 having in-depth expertise on the wide range of issues they're commenting on.

Selected 
Events

- “The Role of External Policy Advice and Think Tanks in China’s and Japan’s Economic 
 Policies since the Global Financial Crisis”, presentation at the “Interpretive Policy Analysis 11th 
International  Conference.”, Hull, UK, 05.07.2016 (P. Köllner).

- “Think Tanks in Asia”, workshop at Tsinghua University, 23.04.2016 (P. Abb, P. Köllner)
- “The Role of Intellectuals and Think Tanks in East Asia, Russia and the Arab World”, participation  
at the workshop “The role of intellectuals and think tanks in East Asia, Russia and the Arab 
World.”, Sheffield, 29.01.2016 (P. Abb).

Selected 
Publications

- Abb, Pascal (2016), Punish the Philippines, forgive Vietnam? The South China Sea Disputes in 
the Eyes of Chinese experts, in: Fels / Huy Vu Truong (eds.), Power Politics in Asia’s Contested 
Waters-Territorial Disputes in the South China Sea, Wiesbaden: Springer International Publishing, 
139 –157.

- Abb, Pascal (2016), A Review of Expert Voices in Chinese Media: the Case of the Diaoyu/ Senkaku 
Dispute, in: Asian Politics and Policy, 8, 2.

>> Team: Dr. Pascal Abb 

>> Duration: 2015 – 2016

>> Funding: Taiwan Fellowship 2015R
P
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Research 
Questions

This project explores the growing role of think tank experts in Chinese media coverage on 
 international issues, and determines the degree to which voices in this community diverge from 
each other as well as the “official line” espoused by China's central media organs. It investigates 
the sentiment with which major international actors are described, and how this differs between 
sources.  Finally, it also aims to identify general patterns, such as authorship and distribution 
among media outlets.

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

Past research on Chinese think tanks has mostly focused on the sector's general development 
and attempts to trace policy influence. Media activity is a relatively new field that has seen the 
greatest increase in activity over the past decade, but has so far received very little systematic 
attention in English-language publications. Additionally, this project also examines how Chinese 
experts strive to build a consensus around the leadership's foreign policy choices and defend it 
against grassroots pressure, connecting it to the literature on domestic policymaking in China.

Research Design 
and Methods

The project combines quantitative and qualitative approaches, utilizing a large-n sentiment analysis 
of over 2,400 recent media commentaries and an in-depth discussion of selected pieces covering 
high-profile issues.
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Two key questions (subsumed under RQ1 above) link work package (i) and (ii). First, what are 
the precise challenges to greater legitimacy arising from the condition of multipolarity in the three 
case studies (e.g. deadlocks in multilateral negotiations)? Second, what are the opportunities for 
or  contributions to greater legitimacy arising from the condition of multipolarity in the three case 
studies (e.g. rising powers’ defence of developing countries interests in WTO negotiations)? In the 
second work package the project systematically analyses the history of political thought within one 
rising power (India) with regard to the respective stances toward such problems (ii). Insights from 
CPT are then taken as a source for original theory development, including the politico-institutional 
requirements for legitimate multipolarity (iii).

The project Legitimate Multipolarity contributes to policy advice via GIGA’s links with the Federal  
Foreign Office (especially Referat “Weltordnungsfragen”). Public events at GIGA and Hamburg  
 University as well as publications of selected findings in the GIGA Focus Global series will 
disseminate  research result to the wider public.

Cooperation  
Partners

- Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses (IDSA), India

Selected 
Publications

- Destradi, Sandra and Plagemann, Johannes (2015). Soft Sovereignty, Rising Powers and 
Subnational Foreign Policy-Making: The Case of India. Globalizations. 21 January 2015, doi: 
10.1080/14747731.2014.1001596. 

- Plagemann, Johannes (2015). Cosmopolitanism in a Multipolar World. Basingstoke: Palgrave 
Macmillan.

- Culp, Julian and Plagemann, Johannes (2014). Hooray for Global Justice? Emerging Democracies 
in a Multipolar World. Global Justice: Theory Practice Rhetoric 7, 39 – 66.

- Narlikar, Amrita and Narlikar, Aruna (2014). Bargaining with a rising India: Lessons from the 
 Mahabharata. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

- Narlikar, Amrita (Ed.) (2013). Special Issue: Negotiating the rise of new powers. International 
 Affairs 89 (3), iii–ix, 561–792.

- Niesen, Peter (2012). Transnationale Gerechtigkeit und Demokratie. Ein exploratives Forschungs-
programm. In Peter Niesen (Ed.), Transnationale Gerechtigkeit und Demokratie, 7 – 28. Frankfurt/
New York: Campus. 

- Narlikar, Amrita (2010a). Introduction. In Amrita Narlikar (Ed.), Deadlocks in Multilateral 
Negotiations,  1– 22. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

- Narlikar, Amrita (2010b). New Powers: How to become one and how to manage them. London: 
Hurst; New York: Oxford University Press.

- Niesen, Peter (2010) Internationale Politische Theorie – Eine disziplinengeschichtliche Einordnung, 
Zeitschrift für Internationale Beziehungen 17:2, 267 – 277. 

- Niesen, Peter, Markus Patberg, and Svenja Ahlhaus (forthc.), Konstituierende Autorität: Ein Grund-
begriff für die Internationale Politische Theorie. Zeitschrift für Politische Theorie.

>> Team: Prof. Dr. Amrita Narlikar Dr. Johannes Plagemann,  
 Prof. Dr. Peter Niesen

>> Duration: 2016 – 2018

>> Funding: German Research Foundation (DFG), under review
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Research 
Questions

The project aims to investigate three major research questions: 
- What are the precise challenges to and opportunities for greater political legitimacy posed by 
today’s multipolar constellation?

- In how far does the history of political thought from India reflect upon these challenges, and 
 indicate conceptual resources for their resolution? 

- In how far is it possible to integrate insights from Comparative Political Theory (CPT) into a 
 normative theory of multipolarity?

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

The project Legitimate Multipolarity combines International Political Theory’s (IPT) interest in the 
theorisation of political legitimacy for a multipolar world with Comparative Political Theory’s focus 
on political thinking outside the Western world. The project pursues three principal objectives,  
each relating to a gap in the respective literature, which together contribute to a truly global 
 dialogue on political legitimacy under non-ideal circumstances. 

(i). Legitimate Multipolarity provides the first systematic identification of the particular challenges 
and benefits today’s multipolarity entails from the perspective of political legitimacy. The project 
thereby contributes to developing criteria for increasing the legitimacy of our multipolar world 
 beyond actor-centred approaches from International Ethics. 

(ii). Legitimate Multipolarity adopts a CPT approach by systematically analysing influential portions 
of the history of political thought from India regarding the politico-institutional requirements for a 
legitimate multipolar world. The project asks if and how the histories of political thought in one of 
the most prominent rising powers conceptualises political orders characterised by an asymmetric 
distribution of power between larger and smaller states or civilisations as legitimate. 

(iii). Based on (i) and (ii) Legitimate Multipolarity debates and develops morally appealing 
concepts of politico-institutional legitimacy compatible with both globalisation’s increasing 
interconnectedness  and the enduring fact of multipolarity in global affairs. Herein, Legitimate 
Multipolarity adopts an IPT approach to political theorizing. The few existent proposals for a 
 poly-centric world from International Political Theory will be critically considered as complements 
to the insights from CPT. The overall objective is the development of a coherent normative theory 
of multipolarity.

Research Design 
and Methods

The project consists of three work packages, each of which answers one of the research 
questions  (i-iii). Legitimate Multipolarity identifies the distinctive opportunities and problems 
multipolarity entails through case studies (i). The input and output dimensions of legitimacy under 
the condition of multipolarity is assessed in three different arenas of global governance, which 
 together characterise today’s complex multipolarity: (a) global public good provision via WTO 
negotiations, (b) club good provision via rising powers’ prioritisation of their respective neigh-
bourhoods (India’s “Act East Policy”) and regional integration initiatives, and (c) the provision of 
alternative orders via minilateral alliances and new institutions. Besides the inherent value of such 
an enquiry, the function of the first work package is the formulation of a set of questions for the 
following CPT approach. 
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Preliminary 
Results

The RPN organisers held six international RPN conferences between 2008 and 2013. As a result 
of these conferences, the network members’ awareness of demographic, economic, and political  
shifts in influence between established and emergent powers has increased significantly. The 
participating researchers have analysed emergent regional powers across policy fields and regions 
– particularly in Asia, but also in Latin America, Africa, and the Middle East. This interaction and 
collaboration shall continue through further conferences and joint projects.

Selected 
Events

- “Rising Powers and Contested Orders in the Multipolar System”, 6th RPN Conference at the 
PUC-Rio/BRICS Policy Center, Rio de Janeiro,  19. – 20.09.2013.

- “De-centering Regional Power: The Role of Non-State Actors in Global Power Shifts”, 5th RPN 
Conference at the GIGA, Hamburg, 08. – 10.12.2011.

- “Emerging Regional Powers and Global Redistribution”, 4th RPN Conference at the Stellenbosch 
Institute for Advanced Studies, Stellenbosch, 06. – 07.09.2010.

Selected 
Publications

- Prys, Miriam, Thorsten Wojczewski (2015), Rising Powers, NGOs and North-South Relations in 
Global Climate Governance: The Case of Climate Finance, in: Politikon: South African Journal of 
Political Studies, 42, 1, 93 – 111.

- Flemes, Daniel, Andrew Cooper (eds) (2013), Foreign Policy Strategies of Emerging Powers in a 
Multipolar World, in: Third World Quarterly (Special Issue), 34, 6.

- Prys, Miriam (2013), India and South Asia in the World: on the Embeddedness of Regions in the 
International System and its consequences for regional powers, in: International Relations of the 
Asia-Pacific, 13, 2, 267 – 299.

- Destradi, Sandra (2012), Indian Foreign and Security Policy in South Asia: Regional Power 
 Strategies, London: Routledge.

- Flemes, Daniel, Thorsten Wojczewski (2012), Sekundärmächte als Gegenspieler region-
aler  Führungsmächte? (Secondary Powers as Contestants of Regional Powers?), in: Daniel 
Flemes, Dirk Nabers, Detlef Nolte (eds.), Macht, Führung und regionale Ordnung – Theorien 
und Forschungsperspektiven (Power, Leadership, and Regional Order – Theories and Research 
 Perspectives), Baden-Baden: Nomos, 2012.  

- Nel, Philip, Dirk Nabers, Melanie Hanif (2012), Regional Powers and Global Redistribution,  
in: Global Society, special issue, 26, 3, 279 – 287.

- Prys, Miriam (2012), Redefining Regional Power in International Relations: Indian and South 
 African perspectives, Garnet Series, London, New York: Routledge.

>> Team: Dr. Miriam Prys-Hansen, Dr. Pascal Abb, Prof. Dr. Joachim Betz,  
 Alexandr Burilkov, Hannes Ebert, Dr. Daniel Flemes, Prof. Dr. Henner Fürtig,  
 Torsten Geise, Prof. Dr. Robert Kappel,  Dr. Hartmut Mayer, 
 Prof. Dr. Detlef Nolte, Dr. Johannes Plagemann, Maren Wagner

>> Duration: 2008 – 2016

>> Funding: Leibniz Competition, Fritz Thyssen Foundation, GIGA
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Research 
Questions

The Regional Powers Network is guided by one overarching research question: How is the rise of 
actors such as Brazil, China, India or South Africa influencing regional and global power shifts?
In its ongoing research, the RPN network is seeking to focus its research agenda.  Questions 
regarding the “differentiation of power”, from an actor-centred as well as from a struc-
tural perspective,  will now come to the fore. To date, the RPN’s research has been oriented 
 towards states. The effects of globalisation and crises, however, require the analysis of new or 
strengthened  actor constellations at the national, international as well as transnational levels.

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

The project has successfully established a network of leading European and extra-European 
research institutions, all of which demonstrate a specific competence in the fields of international 
relations and area studies with regard to non-European regions (Africa, Asia, Latin America, Middle  
East). Furthermore, the project is contributing to the development and empirical application of 
theories in the field of international relations, from the viewpoint of comparative area studies, 
through numerous publications and conference papers.

Research Design 
and Methods

The topic “regional powers” can only be meaningfully analysed using divergent explanatory 
 approaches within international relations. The RPN research network is defined by the research 
topic, a shared research question, and its linkages to specific research traditions (international 
 relations, area studies), but not by a joint theoretical approach to international relations. We 
 assume that within such a large research network, a pluralism of theory and methodology offers 
the best possibilities for generating knowledge.
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Cooperation  
Partners

- Prof. Cameron Thies, Arizona State University, USA
- Dr. Lisbeth Aggestam, Göteborg University, Sweden

Selected 
Publications

- Prys, Miriam, Thorsten Wojczewski (2015), Rising Powers, NGOs and North-South Relations in 
Global Climate Governance: The Case of Climate Finance, in: Politikon: South African Journal of 
Political Studies, 42, 1, 93 – 111

- Wehner, Leslie (2015): Inter-role conflict, role strain and role play in Chile’s relationship with Brazil, 
Bulletin of Latin American Research, forthcoming; 

- Wehner, Leslie and Thies, Cameron (2014): Role Theory, Narratives, and Interpretation:  
The  Domestic Contestation of Roles, in: International Studies Review, 16(39). 

- Wehner, Leslie (2014): Role Expectations as Foreign Policy: South American Secondary Powers‘ 
Expectations of Brazil as a Regional Power, in: Foreign Policy Analysis, online first

- Prys, Miriam (2013): India and South Asia in the World: on the Embeddedness of Regions in the 
International System and its Consequences for Regional Powers, in: International Relations of the 
Asia Pacific, 12(2), 267 – 299; 

- Prys, Miriam (2012), Redefining Regional Power in International Relations: Indian and South 
 African perspectives, Garnet Series, London, New York: Routledge; 

>> Team: Dr. Miriam Prys-Hansen, Dr. Leslie Wehner

>> Duration: 2016 – 2019

>> Funding: German Research Foundation (DFG) and  
 Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC),  in preparation 
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Research 
Questions

How the regional and global layers of world politics hang together is one of the central questions 
of IR research today. World politics plays out in various arenas, the local, national, regional and 
global; to study  how structures, actors and processes interact is a central challenge, yet vitally 
important for understanding and improving global policy-making. This projects attempts to look 
at cross-level interactions between actors at the global level and actors at the regional through 
the lens of role theory. The central question that will be answered in a first phase of the project 
are: “How do global players define regional powers?” and “What characteristics and attributes are 
assigned to regional powers?”. What drives the analysis is that is that “role definition” is a social 
process, in which both self-conceptions  (ego), and the expectations by “alter” play an important 
part. The search for an identity can only occur in interaction with other actors. 

What makes this project particularly innovative is that we, in the second phase, trace the micro-
mechanisms of these role definitions and attributions cross levels as well as how actors use this 
processes to reiterate or redefine their own position in the international system. Theoretically, we 
contribute to the development of role theory as  very little systematic attention has been paid to 
processes such as “role altercasting” or “role socialisation”. We assume that the expectations  
cast upon regional powers can indeed impact upon their self-conception and regional role 
performances  in a significant way, but not necessarily to the benefit of regional powers, as “global” 
or “Western” support for a more active regional power role might cause suspicion and resistance 
among the so-called secondary powers of those emerging regions.

Contribution to  
International  

Research 

The project links with research conducted within the Regional Powers Network and links into 
the global debate on decentering IR. Furthermore, it connects to a growing body of research 
on identity  and roles; subjects that have maintained a continuous presence in both International 
Relations  research and Foreign Policy Analysis.

Research Design 
and Methods

As a first step, a theoretical argument will be made about roles as elements and outcomes of 
social processes that cannot be only located within one actor but that arise from interaction and 
encounters between Self and Other. In other words, what it means to act as a regional power or 
to take on the role of a regional power can only be assessed when studying the discourses and 
forms of interaction between significant actors. While self-conceptions of regional powers have 
been analyzed elsewhere, the nexus between global actors, above all the United States, and the 
global and regional audiences is the centre of this project. An important part will be to lay out a 
theoretical argument about processes such as “role altercasting” which is defined by a processes 
in which states or other actors, by choosing specific roles for themselves, impose roles on others. 
In the empirical part of the project, statements, a diverse set of foreign policy statements, as well 
as government and expert interviews will be analysed in terms of the meaning they assign to the 
concept of regional powers and what it means for them to “act as” a regional power. Specific note 
will be taken with regard to the “responsibility” of regional powers to take care of their neighbour-
hood. To find out whether a discursive pattern with regard to a broader set of regional powers 
arises or whether different potential regional powers are assigned with different characteristics, 
“tasks”, and expectations will be one of the main tasks.
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>> GIGA Academic Staff

Althoff, Christof 
Bank, André, Dr. 
Basedau, Matthias, Prof. Dr. 
Bondes, Maria 
Bunselmeyer, Elisabeth 
Darwich, May 
De Juan, Alexander, Dr. 
De Vries, Lotje 
Destradi, Sandra, Dr. 
Dodlova, Marina, Dr. 
Ewert, Insa Maria 
Flemes, Daniel, Dr. 
Flemmer, Riccarda 
Giesbert, Lena, Dr. 
Giese, Karsten, Dr. 
Giolbas, Anna 
Glawion, Tim Markus 
Gobien, Simone, Dr. 
Grauvogel, Julia 
Gundlach, Erich, Prof. Dr. 
Haaß, Felix 
Heyl, Charlotte 
Hirseland Aline-Sophia 
Hoffmann, Bert, Prof. Dr. 

Renner, Sebastian 
Richter, Thomas, Dr. 
Röhl, Nikolai 
Röseler, Milan 
Rosiny, Stephan, Dr. 
Schilling-Vacaflor, Almut, Dr. 
Schucher, Günter, Dr. 
Schüller, Margot, Dr. 
Schüler-Zhou, Yun 
Soest, Christian von, Dr. 
Strasheim, Julia 
Strüver, Georg 
Sumich, Jason Michael, Dr. 
Thiel, Alena 
Thormann, Vita 
Ufen, Andreas, Dr. 
Völker, Siri Kristina 
Warkotsch, Jana, Dr. 
Wegner, Eva, Dr. 
Wieczorek, Iris, Dr. 
Wilczak, Jessica Maureen 
Zanker, Franzisca, Dr.

(as of 31 December 2015)

Holbig, Heike, Prof. Dr. 
Hoyo, Henio, Dr. 
Josua, Maria 
Kurtenbach, Sabine, Dr. 
Lenz, Tobias, Jun. Prof. Dr. 
Linde, Sarah 
Llanos, Mariana, Dr. 
Marfaing, Laurence, Dr. 
Mattes, Hanspeter, Dr.
Nedza, Justyna 
Neff, Daniel Dr. 
Nolte, Kerstin, Dr. 
Ostermeier, Martin 
Palop García, Pau 
Paschke, Anne 
Pawelz, Janina 
Pedroza, Luicy, Dr. 
Pellicer, Miquel, Dr. 
Peters, Ina 
Pfeiffer, Birte, Dr. 
Plagemann, Johannes, Dr. 
Prediger, Sebastian, Dr. 
Prys-Hansen, Miriam, Dr. 
Ranko, Annette, Dr. 
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>> Members of the Academic Advisory Board

GIGA Annex 2016

Prof. Dr. Michael Zürn (Chair) Berlin Social Science Center (WZB), Germany

Prof. Anna Leander, PhD (Deputy Chair)
Copenhagen Business School, Department for Management, Politics 
and Philosophy, Denmark

Prof. Ummu Salma Bava, PhD Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, India

Prof. Dr. Sebastian Heilmann
Mercator Institute for China Studies (MERICS), Berlin, Germany, and 
University of Trier, Political Science Department, Germany

Dr. Béatrice Hibou
Centre national de la recherche scientifique (CNRS), France, and 
Sciences Po Paris, Centre d‘études internationales (CERI), France

Prof. Kathryn Hochstetler, PhD University of Waterloo, Canada

Prof. Andrew Hurrell, PhD
University of Oxford, Balliol College, Department of Politics and 
International Relations (DPIR), Great Britain

Prof. Jane Wanjiku KabuboMariara University of Nairobi, Kenya

Prof. Louis W. Pauly, PhD University of Toronto, Canada

Prof. Angelika Rettberg, PhD Universidad de los Andes, Bogotá, Colombia

Prof. Diana Tussie, PhD
Facultad Latinoamericana de Ciencias Sociales (FLACSO),  
Buenos Aires, Argentina

Prof. Antje Wiener, PhD
University of Hamburg, Institute for Political Science, Centre for 
Globalisation and Governance (CGG), Germany

(as of 31 December 2015)
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>> Engagement in Professional Associations
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Area-specific Associations:

Africa–Europe Group for Interdisciplinary 
Studies (AEGIS)

Institutional membership

African Studies Association in Germany 
(Vereinigung für Afrikawissenschaften in 
Deutschland, VAD)

Hosting of secretariat

CrossArea. Association for Transregional 
Studies, Comparative Area Studies, and 
Global Studies (Verband für Transregionale 
Studien, Vergleichende Area Studies und 
Global Studies)

Institutional membership

European Alliance for Asian Studies (Asia 
Alliance)

Prof. Dr Patrick Köllner: board member

European Association for Middle Eastern 
Studies (EURAMES)

Prof. Dr. Henner Fürtig: council member

Euro–Latin American Network of Governability 
for Development (Red Euro–Latinoamericana 
de Gobernabilidad para el Desarrollo, 
RedGob)

Institutional membership

European Council for Social Research 
on Latin America (Consejo Europeo de 
Investigaciones Sociales de América Latina, 
CEISAL)

Prof. Dr. Detlef Nolte: vice president

German Association for Asian Studies 
(Deutsche Gesellschaft für Asienkunde, DGA) 

Hosting of secretariat; Dr. Karsten Giese: executive 
board member;   
Dr. Margot Schüller: deputy chair person;  
Dr. Günter Schucher, editor of DGA journal ASIEN

German Association of Latin American 
Studies (Arbeitsgemeinschaft Deutsche 
Lateinamerika-Forschung, ADLAF)

Hosting of secretariat; Prof. Dr. Detlef Nolte: president

German Middle East Studies Association for 
Contemporary Research and Documentation 
(Deutsche Arbeitsgemeinschaft Vorderer 
Orient, DAVO)

Institutional membership

Latin American Political Science Association 
(Asociación Latinoamericana de Ciencia 
Política, ALACIP)

Dr. Mariana Llanos: secretary general

World Congress of Middle East Studies 
(WOCMES)

Prof. Dr. Henner Fürtig: advisory board member

Thematic and Disciplinary Associations:

European Association of Development 
Research and Training Institutes (EADI)

Institutional membership

European Consortium for Political Research 
(ECPR)

Institutional membership

German Political Science Association 

(Deutsche Vereinigung für 

Politikwissenschaft, DVPW)

Prof. Dr. Patrick Köllner: co-speaker of working group 
“Democracy Research”; Jun-Prof. Dr. Tobias Lenz:    
co-speaker of thematic group “Comparative 
Regionalism Research”

Other associations such as International 

Studies Association (ISA), American 

Political Science Association (APSA), 

International Political Science Association 

(IPSA), Verein für Socialpolitik, American 

Economic Association (AEA), Midwest 

Political Science Association (MPSA), 

European Union Studies Association 

(EUSA), European International Studies  

Association (EISA)

Individual memberships of GIGA researchers

(as of 31 December 2015)
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>> GIGA Organisational Chart



neuer Jungfernstieg 21

D-20354 hamburg

Phone: +49 (0)40 / 42825-593

Fax:      +49 (0)40 / 42825-547

info@giga-hamburg.de

www.giga-hamburg.de

The GIGA is one of the leading European research institutes for area studies and 
comparative area studies. It is a publicly funded institute and a foundation under 
the civil law of the Free and Hanseatic City of Hamburg. As a member of the 
Leibniz Association, the GIGA is committed to academic excellence and research-
based knowledge transfer.

The GIGA stands for:

- Excellent research on political, economic and social developments in  
 Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Middle East, combined with
- Innovative comparative approaches along cross-cutting themes 
- Active knowledge transfer to decision-makers in the political, economic  
 and societal spheres and to the general public
- Extensive provision of information through the GIGA information centre,  
 the largest non-university information centre for area studies and  
 comparative area studies in Germany 

The GIGA is a member of the  

President: Prof. Dr. Amrita Narlikar
Chair Person of the Board of Trustees: State Councillor Dr. Eva Gümbel
Chair Person of the Academic Advisory Board: Prof. Dr. Michael Zürn




