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Executive Summary 

 

• 

• 
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1. The importance of the Early Years 

 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 

– James J. Heckman 

• 

• 

• 

http://www.child-encyclopedia.com/importance-early-childhood-development/according-experts/invest-very-young


40% of the gap between disadvantaged and advantaged 
pupils at age 16, emerged before children started school at 
age 5.4 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

1 Here, ‘poorer’ and ‘disadvantaged’ is defined as pupils eligible for free school meals, a measure based on parental 
income.  



• 

• 

Kathy Sylva, Professor of educational psychology at Oxford and one of the lead researchers of the EPPE 
study: a major research project on the impact of Pre-School education. 

—James J. Heckman 

• 



• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

-The Center on the Developing Child, Harvard University10 
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-Dr David Whitebread in the ‘Importance of Play’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



-Alison Gopnik, How Babies Think 

 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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2. Big Ideas in the Early Years 

 

Piaget's theories and 
principles

-The child is active in 
the learning process

-Children's 
development age 0-2 is 
focused on the senses

-Children's 
development age 2-7 is 
focused on language 
and logic

Impact on modern 
Early Years practice

-Interactive learning 
and a 'child centric' 
view

-Sensory play

-Language rich 
environments 

-Plenty of problem 
solving



• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 

 

• 

• 

Froebel's theories and 
principles

-Play and experience 
are important for 
learning

-Child directed play 
results in higher 
intrinsic motivation

-The people a child 
interacts with are 
important

Impact on modern 
Early Years practice

-Play based approches

-Experiential learning

-Child-led play, learning 
and topics

-Recognition of the 
importance of 
practitioner's skill 





 

 

• 
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3. The contemporary UK context 
 



• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 



• 

• 

• 



• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 



-PACEY 

• 

• 

 



4. Common early childcare options 
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5. Childminders in the UK 
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6. Who’s who in the Early Years sector (key individuals and orgs)  

https://www.early-education.org.uk/julie-fisher
https://www.early-education.org.uk/julie-fisher
https://abcdoes.com/abc-does-a-blog/
mailto:edward.melhuish@education.ox.ac.uk
mailto:kathy.sylva@education.ox.ac.uk


https://twitter.com/PennyTassoni
mailto:ara.bonetti@epi.org.uk
https://www.leyf.org.uk/about/leadership-team/june-osullivan/
https://www.leyf.org.uk/about/leadership-team/june-osullivan/
https://www.early-education.org.uk/kym-scott
https://www.early-education.org.uk/kym-scott
https://www.activematters.org/about-section/about/
https://www.activematters.org/about-section/about/
https://earlyexcellence.com/
https://www.annafreud.org/what-we-do/our-help-for-children-and-families/
https://www.annafreud.org/what-we-do/our-help-for-children-and-families/
https://developingchild.harvard.edu/about/
https://tactyc.org.uk/
https://www.pacey.org.uk/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/%20evidence-summaries/early-years-toolkit/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/%20evidence-summaries/early-years-toolkit/


 

https://twitter.com/EYAlliance
https://www.brighthorizons.co.uk/about


7. EYs reading list  

• 

• 

• 

• 

 

 

• 

• 

• 

 

https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/content/dam/global/reports/education-and-child-protection/lighting-up-young-brains.pdf
http://alisongopnik.com/Papers_Alison/sciam-Gopnik.pdf
https://dera.ioe.ac.uk/18189/2/SSU-SF-2004-01.pdf
https://heckmanequation.org/resource/invest-in-early-childhood-development-reduce-deficits-strengthen-the-economy/
https://epi.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/EPI_-Early-Years-Workforce.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/175463/Nutbrown-Review.pdf
http://tactyc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Bold-Beginnings-TACTYC-response-FINAL-09.12.17.pdf


1 https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Annual_Reports/EEF_Attainment_Gap_Report_2018.pdf 
2 Andrews, J., Robinson, D., & Hutchinson, J. (2017). Closing the Gap?: trends in educational attainment and 

disadvantage. August 2017. 
3 
http://data.parliament.uk/WrittenEvidence/CommitteeEvidence.svc/EvidenceDocument/Education/Life%20chances/Wri
tten/83820.html 
4 file:///C:/Users/Ellie/Downloads/Early-learning-and-childcare-delivering-for-disadvantaged.pdf 
5 Sylva, K., Melhuish, E., Sammons, P., Siraj-Blatchford, I., & Taggart, B. (2004). The effective provision of pre-

school education (EPPE) project technical paper 12: The final report-effective pre-school education. Accessed 

at: http://discovery.ucl.ac.uk/10005309/1/sylva2004EPPEfinal.pdf 
6 https://www.scaany.org/documents/quality_earlyed_scaapolicybrief_sept2012.pdf 
7 Sammons, P., Thomas, S., Mortimore, P. and Smees, R. (1995), Stability and Consistency in secondary schools' effects on 
Student's GCSE outcomes over three years. Paper presented at the Annual Conference of the International Congress of 
School Effectiveness and Improvement, Leeuwarden, The Netherlands. 
8 Sammons, P., & Sylva, K. T. K. (2015). Pre-school and early home learning effects on A-level outcomes. 

10 https://46y5eh11fhgw3ve3ytpwxt9r-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/05/How-Early-Experiences-
Shape-the-Development-of-Executive-Function.pdf 
11 https://www.mindinthemaking.org/7-essential-skills/ 
12 https://www.playengland.org.uk/about-us/why-play-is-important/ 
13 https://www.early-education.org.uk/about-froebel 
14 https://foundationyears.org.uk/eyfs-statutory-framework/ 
15https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20110120090141/http://povertyreview.independent.gov.uk/media/20254
/poverty-report.pdf 
16 https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201719/cmselect/cmeduc/1006/1006.pdf 
17 https://www.lkmco.org/changes-free-childcare-entitlements-explained/ 
18https://www.familyandchildcaretrust.org/sites/default/files/Resource%20Library/Childcare%20Survey%202018_Family
%20and%20Childcare%20Trust.pdf 
19 https://www.leyf.org.uk/pedagogy/ 
20 https://www.earlyyearseducator.co.uk/news/action-needed-to-halt-decline-of-childminders-1 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Annual_Reports/EEF_Attainment_Gap_Report_2018.pdf
http://data.parliament.uk/WrittenEvidence/CommitteeEvidence.svc/EvidenceDocument/Education/Life%20chances/Written/83820.html
http://data.parliament.uk/WrittenEvidence/CommitteeEvidence.svc/EvidenceDocument/Education/Life%20chances/Written/83820.html
file:///C:/Users/Ellie/Downloads/Early-learning-and-childcare-delivering-for-disadvantaged.pdf
http://discovery.ucl.ac.uk/10005309/1/sylva2004EPPEfinal.pdf
https://www.scaany.org/documents/quality_earlyed_scaapolicybrief_sept2012.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2015/dec/11/preschool-education-boosts-children-academic-success
https://46y5eh11fhgw3ve3ytpwxt9r-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/05/How-Early-Experiences-Shape-the-Development-of-Executive-Function.pdf
https://46y5eh11fhgw3ve3ytpwxt9r-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/05/How-Early-Experiences-Shape-the-Development-of-Executive-Function.pdf
https://www.mindinthemaking.org/7-essential-skills/
https://www.playengland.org.uk/about-us/why-play-is-important/
https://www.early-education.org.uk/about-froebel
https://foundationyears.org.uk/eyfs-statutory-framework/
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20110120090141/http:/povertyreview.independent.gov.uk/media/20254/poverty-report.pdf
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20110120090141/http:/povertyreview.independent.gov.uk/media/20254/poverty-report.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201719/cmselect/cmeduc/1006/1006.pdf
https://www.lkmco.org/changes-free-childcare-entitlements-explained/
https://www.familyandchildcaretrust.org/sites/default/files/Resource%20Library/Childcare%20Survey%202018_Family%20and%20Childcare%20Trust.pdf
https://www.familyandchildcaretrust.org/sites/default/files/Resource%20Library/Childcare%20Survey%202018_Family%20and%20Childcare%20Trust.pdf
https://www.leyf.org.uk/pedagogy/
https://www.earlyyearseducator.co.uk/news/action-needed-to-halt-decline-of-childminders-1
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