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A CALIFORNIA COUPLE TRANSFORMS

THEIR HOME AND STEEP GARDEN INTO A
SERIES OF DISCREET OASES

By DAVID A. KEEPS

A guest strolls down
the gravel path, lined
with fern pines, at
the top of the sloping
garden.

ON A SUNNY AFTERNOON IN APRIL, Tom Kuntz hauls
al12-foot-long weathered wood dining table out of his hall-
way, througha pair of French doors and onto his sprawling
deck in Silver Lake, a bohemian enclave in the hills of Los
Angeles. He lines it up with an outdoor banquette, which
doubles as a toy chest for his three children, appraises it,
then goes back inside for a bench and some chairs. He pulls
them up to the other sides of the table—now there’s room
for adozen for dinner.

Thisdown-to-earth approach defines the transformation
of the house's once forlorn backyard by the seven-year-old
Los Angeles-based design firm Commune, a creator of mid-
century interiorsand outdoor spaces for high-profile clients
like the Ace Hotel in Palm Springs and Heath Ceramics’
flagship store in Los Angeles, When Kuntz and his part-
ner, Jenny Rask, bought the property, they knew it needed
work. “The gardens were nonexistent,” recalls Kuntz, a
filmmaker who favors T-shirts and jeans, “It was a total
no-man’s land, an extreme slope, overgrown in a way that
was not charming.”

In Los Angeles, a city defined by architectural diversity,
with Spanish Colonial, French Normandy, and jet-age
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structures sitting side-by-side, the couple’s home is an
intriguing hybrid, The unassuming stucco box was built
in the International Style in 1931 It feels rusticyet contem-
porary—an Asian-accented, Bauhaus-influenced structure
that, with its central courtyard and glass walls framing
backyard views, embraces the California ideal of indoor-
outdoor living. Kuntz and Rask, a graphic designer, wanted
ahome that took advantage of the warm climate, with decks
and gardens that would be suitable for adults and children
It needed to be informal, Tush but unfussy, and practical “[
needed a place to grow herbs and vegetables and a spot for
the composter,” says Rask

Comimune, known for its hip/hippie vibe, uses natural
materials, including wood, burlap, glass, and ceramices, and
partners with local studios to ereate artisan-crafted fur-
nishings and accessorics—an aesthetic that dovetailed with
the couple’s casual lifestyle. Commune cofounder Pamela
Shamshiri turned to Angeleno landscape designerand fre-
quent collaborator Matthew Brown to tackle the grounds,
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Brown was able to add ar
gather: acircleof gravel with four wood-and
To link the two elevations, he sculpted flowing steps from
the same stones he used in the front—Colorado Moss cob-
ble stones and Del Rio pebbles—with enchanting results,
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