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development.

Of the 17 goals many of them can be
positively affected by effective and efficient
means of tree planting; Planting trees can
contribute dramatically to the economic
activity and food production of an area.

E(e,,a, o Improving the natural environment contributes

- 1o food production (nuts, seeds, etc),
stabilizes the soil to provide grazing for

animals, helps to conserve water and maintain the water table, provides work and income
opportunities, contributes to climate action and helps to restore the ecosystems. It s part of what
is required to sustainably manage forests, combats desertification, and halt and reverses land

degradation and halts biodiversity loss.

The issue is how to plant trees in an effective and efficient way, especially where there are not the
resources to use hi tech, and expensive solutions such as planting using drones.

One innovative method very much worth looking at is the se of Rewilding Sticks. A Rewilding
Stick can be made from a hollow metal pipe or — even better — a hollow metal walking stick. It
enables a seed to be planted, in rough unprepared ground, every few seconds while walking at a
leisurely pace. There is no bending or stooping involved so the planting rate can be can be
maintained fairly easily.

Using Rewilding Sticks can also be an
excellent way of building up the under-story,
comprised of the various plants which can
grow around forest trees, and in this way help
restore the forest. Therefore the resut
becomes a genuine forest, which supports
humans, animals and a wide variety of plants.
and ot just a plantation of trees which is
being claimed to be a forest'.

Itis easy enough to carry different types of seeds and switch between them at intervals or even

every time a seed is planted. Therefore even in a single planting session a Rewilding Stick can be
used to plant multiple types of seeds.

Most organizations engaged in tree planting only evaluate themselves, and are evaluated by
others, in terms of how many trees they have planted and the survival rates of those trees. Yet,
we need to look at the bigger picture and allow for the fact that some of what gets planted may be
better sacrificed to the needs of the local animal population. The restoration of the local animal
population would allow for a better environment and will even contribute to the ‘planting’ process
as they forage and burrow and spread and, more importantly, bury the seeds. Where things are
already to out of balance, owing to human intervention, this may not be practical. However, it is

always worth considering.

Perhaps we need to move away from the
obsession of the numbers of trees planted
and too look to the bigger picture of how
many acres of genuine forest, or other local
landscape, is being restored.

Planting trees can make a serious

contribution to visually every one of the 17
SDGs. For more about the Rewilding Stick and how it can revolutionize tree planting, how to
make them and how to use them, please check out the videos linked on this page.
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