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Introduction 
 
The County Council must ensure that there is a school place every year for each child in Essex.  

In doing so we want to take every opportunity to allow more parents to send their child to their 
preferred school and support schools to increase the educational achievement and life chances 
of all young people. 
 
As in many areas of the county and the country, there is predicted to be significant pressure on 
pupil places in the Springfield area of Chelmsford over the next few years.  Whilst meeting the 

demand for additional school places has been made harder by the restraints on public 
expenditure, providing new school places remains a high priority.  The growth in this area is as 
a result of new housing on the Greater Beaulieu Park development. 
 
Through this consultation we are seeking views on a proposal to expand the existing Beaulieu 

Park School to provide a second primary phase establishment, on a new site on the Greater 
Beaulieu Park development.  We are proposing that the new site will provide an additional 420 
primary aged places.  
 
It is vital that we commission more school places in this area of Essex, and I invite you to let me 
have your views on this proposal so that these can be considered when a final decision is made 

later in the year. 
 

 
 
Clare Kershaw 
Director, Education 
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Background 
 
Chelmsford has experienced a significant rise in the demand for school places in recent years 
as a result of new housing, rising births and families with young children moving into the area 
(inward migration). 
 
In 2017 approval was given by the Secretary of State to establish an all through academy on the 
Greater Beaulieu Park development.  The primary school element of the new academy (60 places 
per year) opened in 2018.  The secondary school element (180 places per year) opened in 
September 2019.  Due to increased demand from the development the academy offered an 
additional 30 primary places in the Reception year for September 2021, and will be offering 
another additional 30 Reception places in September 2022. 
 
There is predicted to be continued pressure on school places in this area of Chelmsford in the 
coming years, mainly as a result of the new housing. 
 

Pupil Forecasts and Deficit of Primary Places 
 
Essex County Council (ECC) has a duty to ensure that there are sufficient school places for 
children living in the county.  In order to do this, we monitor birth rates, new housing 
developments and patterns of parental preference across groups of schools.  This information 
is used to forecast pupil numbers and to ensure there are sufficient places across the county.   
 
The latest forecasts of pupil numbers indicate that there will be a need for additional permanent 
Reception year places in the Springfield area of Chelmsford as a result of a sustained increase 
in need due to housing and inward migration.  
 
The actual number of children requiring a school place will of course depend on the timing and 
phasing of this planned large-scale housing development which is being closely monitored.  The 
map on page 10 shows the existing schools along with the Greater Beaulieu Park housing 
development and the site for the new primary phase building. 
 
The following table shows the potential deficit of Reception places across the local area up to 
2031, including the impact of new housing.  This is taken from ECC’s 10 Year Plan for school 
places, which can be found at: 
https://www.essex.gov.uk/school-organisation-and-place-planning   
 
3.  Springfield         
Reception Place Forecast 

Year 22/23 23/24 24/25 25/26 26/27 27/28 28/29 29/30 30/31 31/32 
+/- 9  23  6  0  -11  -19  -29  -39  -49  -58  

Barnes Farm Infant, Barnes Farm Junior, Beaulieu Park School, The Bishops CE & Catholic Primary, 
Chancellor Park Primary, Perryfields Infant, Perryfields Junior, Springfield Primary, Tyrrells Primary 

 
 
 

https://www.essex.gov.uk/school-organisation-and-place-planning
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The Way Forward 
 
Expansion of Beaulieu Park School  to provide an additional 420 primary aged places (2FE) on 
the Greater Beaulieu Park development, Chelmsford 
An expansion of Beaulieu Park school is proposed to be established on a new site on the Greater 
Beaulieu Park development from September 2024.  The expansion will provide an additional 
two forms of entry for primary aged pupils (4-11).  The school would admit an additional 60 pupils 
per year group, with a total additional capacity of 420.  

 
 A need was identified to increase the primary school place capacity in the area due to the 
Greater Beaulieu Park housing development, and various options were considered.  
 
Expansion of an alternative primary school 
There are other primary schools within the Springfield area but each of these schools are 
forecast to be full within the next few years and all are a significant distance from the new 
housing. An expansion of one or more of these schools would provide additional places but not 
where they will be needed.  An expansion of Beaulieu Park School could more directly 
accommodate the increasing demand  for additional primary places for pupils residing in and 

around this area where there has been significant housing growth. 
 
A new ‘stand alone’ primary school 
A separate, new primary school could be established on the site and run independently from 
the existing Beaulieu Park School.  This would provide the additional primary school places 

needed and a high quality Academy sponsor would be appointed to run the school.  Whilst a 
new, stand alone, primary school would not benefit from the all through provision currently 
offered at Beaulieu Park School, it is a viable option. 
 
Expansion of Beaulieu Park School 
An expansion of Beaulieu Park School can build on the high standard of education provided at 
the school and ensure a seamless transition to the secondary phase of the school due to the all 
through provison provided by the school.  ECC considers the advantages of an all-through 
provsion to be: 

• A community where all pupils are known by staff, thereby creating a culture of pastoral 
excellence; 

 
• A community of support for families that will provide extensive home-school support 

and access to a range of specialist agencies where necessary; 
 

• A place where pupils are mutually supportive of one another and recognise the 
importance of peer-peer support across key phases of the school; 

 
• Access for all pupils (from primary through to sixth form) to specialist teachers, creating 

a learning community that is focussed upon excellence and high quality outcomes for 
all pupils; 
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• Access for all pupils to extensive extra-curricular and enrichment opportunities that will 

enhance their achievement.  In particular, enabling primary-aged pupils to benefit from 

a sporting, arts and culturally extensive curriculum, supported by state-of-the-art 
facilities and equipment. 

 
ECC is required to consult with the community about the need for additional primary school 
places, and this is the consultation which we are undertaking now.  The Academy Trust 

(Chelmsford Learning Partnership) will also be consulting the local community on this matter. 
Following this consultation ECC’s Cabinet Member for Education, Excellence, Skills and Training 
will take a formal decsion on whether to support and fund the proposal.  A draft timetable for 
these processes is at page 9. 
 
If the proposal is approved the County Council will commission the construction of the new 
building.  A map showing the location for the proposed building is on page 10. 
 
Admissions  
 
As the new provision will be part of the existing Beaulieu Park School there will be no separate   
admission arrangements for this site. The academy trust will determine how each site is used 
for the primary aged pupils. 
 
Transport Arrangements 
 
Transport arrangements would remain in line with ECC’s home to school transport policies.  
 
Planning for the New School Building 
 
Initial work has been undertaken to explore building options for the new provision.  A full 
feasibility study including highways and access considerations will be subject to consultation 
with the community during the detailed planning stage for the new buildings.  At present there 
are no drawings to share with the community.  The present consultation is concerned with the 

need for the additional places and how the demand for school places in this area can be met.  
 
The new provision will be built to high quality standards which meet or exceed those set by the 
Department of Education for primary schools. The classrooms, shared spaces (such as dining 
hall) and office areas will all be designed to make the best use of space. There will be outdoor 

facilities to support education outcomes and the opportunity to benefit the community.  
 
The building is intended to have a ‘net zero carbon in operation’ design and will be highly energy 
efficient and powered from on-site renewable energy sources such as solar panels which 
generate electricity, with any remaining carbon balance offset. Therefore, the school’s energy 

bills could be significantly reduced, as the building will not rely on gas or oil for energy. 
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This proposal focuses on a number of ECC’s key commitments including 

delivering infrastructure to support new homes and communities; achieving net-zero, through 

buildings that will have a net-zero carbon operational design; supporting active travel as part of 
the built environment of a sustainable, healthy neighbourhood; enabling healthy lifestyles by 
providing facilities that give focus for the community; supporting high quality education 
outcomes with facilities that ensure children are able to learn and teachers able to teach in the 
most conducive environment. 
 
Funding 
 
The new provision will be funded partly from contributions made by the housing developers 
known as section 106 contributions and partly from basic need funding from ECC. 
 
 
 

How Can You Make Your Views Known? 
 
The County Council is seeking the views of all interested persons about the proposal to expand 
Beaulieu Park School.  Comments can be sent via the electronic survey form (details below) or 

for those who wish to discuss the proposals in more detail two ‘drop in’ sessions have been 
arranged. 
 
These ‘drop in’ sessions provide an opportunity for parents and members of the local community 

to ask questions and comment on the proposal.  They will be held at Beaulieu Park School on 
22 June 2022 between 3.00pm & 5.00pm and between 6.00pm & 7.30pm.  Representatives from 
ECC and Chelmsford Learning Partnership Academy Trust will be in attendance.  No appointment 
is necessary. 
 
At this stage no decision has been made on the proposal and all the views received will be 
considered prior to a decision being taken as to whether to go ahead with the proposal.  Final 
decisions will be taken in the context of the significant and growing need for more primary 
school places in this area of Chelmsford.  

 
 
Your Comments 
 
You are invited to respond to this consultation using the following electronic survey form by 
5.00pm on 11 July 2022. 
 
https://consultations.essex.gov.uk/school-organisation/beaulieupark 
 

https://consultations.essex.gov.uk/school-organisation/beaulieupark
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Alternatively, you may wish to write to or email us with your comments to the addresses given 
below by 5.00pm on 11 July 2022. 
 
 
Mark Pincombe – School Organisation Officer 
school.organisation@essex.gov.uk 
School Organisation Team 
County Hall – E4 
Market Road 
Chelmsford CM1 1QH 
 
Essex County Council handles information in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 

2000 and the Data Protection Act 1998 and is the data controller for the purposes of the Data 
Protection Act 1998.  Your answers to this consultation will only be used to assess the 
community’s view of the proposed new school and not for any other purpose.  We will not give 
information about you to anyone outside ECC. 
 
If you have any questions about the consultation process or the proposal please contact Mark 
Pincombe, School Organisation Officer via email mark.pincombe@essex.gov.uk 
 
The information contained in this document can be made available in alternative formats: large 

print, Braille, audio tape or disk and can be translated on request.  Please call 03330 131189. 

 
  

mailto:school.organisation@essex.gov.uk
mailto:mark.pincombe@essex.gov.uk
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What happens next? 
 
At the end of this consultation period, and following the academy trust’s own consultation, the 

Cabinet Member for Education Excellence, Skills and Training and ECC’s Cabinet will consider 
the feedback and views expressed by all interested parties during both consultations and will 
make a decision on the proposal. 
 

Timeline 
 
The consultation period will run from 5.00pm on 23 May 2022 to 5.00pm on 11 July 2022.  Below 

is the anticipated timeline for the decision-making process: 
 

Date Activity 
23 May 2022 Consultation commences 

22 June 2022 
Drop-in sessions for parents and other 
interested parties (details on page 7) 

11 July 2022 End of consultation period 

September 2022 

Decision to be taken by ECC Cabinet: 
Whether or not to approve expansion of 
Beaulieu Park School by 420 (primary) 
places. 

 
If the decision is taken to proceed then the following will apply: 

 

1 September 2024 
New 420-place expansion of Beaulieu Park 
School opens on the Greater Beaulieu Park 
development. 
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This information is issued by Essex County Council, School Organisation Team. 
 




