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Section 
updated/added 

Text added/moved/deleted Reason for 
change/update 

 
Page 3 
Introduction: 
Direct Neighbour 
Notification 

 
For County Council planning applications (Regulation 3 
of the Town and Country Planning General Regulations 
1992), all properties adjacent to the application site 
boundary will be sent a consultation letter. 

 
To add the 
words ‘Planning 
General’ to 
reflect the fact 
that the 
regulations have 
been amended. 

 
Page 4 
Introduction: 
second bullet 
point 
 

 
Planning applications are published on our Online 
Planning Application System so they can be viewed 
online and tracked from submission to decision, by 
anyone at any time. We also publish site notices, 
appeals and Development and Regulation Committee 
agendas/minutes on our online system, as well as site 
monitoring reports and quarterly enforcement reports on 
the main ECC website. 

 
Move the 
underlined 
sentence from 
the end of the 
second 
sentence to 
where it is 
shown opposite 
to reflect what is 
available to view 
on our online 
system. 

 
Page 4 
Introduction: 
First bullet point  

 
Our online consultation portal will feature the policy 
documents relevant to the ongoing consultation. 
Representations made to these consultations will be 
published once we have considered our responses so 
that information and comments can be viewed by all. 

 
Amend the 
existing 
paragraph with 
the text opposite 
to make clear 
when policy 
planning reps 
will be 
published. 

 
Page 4 
Introduction: 
Electronic 
communication 
 

 
ECC has adopted a 'digital by design' communication 
strategy, however we understand that not everyone has 
access to or is able to use a computer and electronic 
communications. 
  

 
To remove the 
sentence 
entirely as it is 
repetition of 
what is written 
above and 
below and ECC 
comms no 
longer use the 
term ‘Digital by 
Design’. 
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Page 5  
Introduction: 
How can the 
community get 
involved? 

 
Online - via our online consultation portal  
Email - mandwpolicy@essex.gov.uk  
Post – Freepost RTKH-XUBZ-CJZS, Essex County 
Council, County Planning, County Hall, Chelmsford, 
Essex, CM1 1QH 
 

 
An update of 
Policy contact 
details and 
changed ‘ECC’ 
to ‘our’ for the 
Online 
description in 
case we use an 
external system 
at any point in 
the future. 

 
Page 5  
Introduction: 
How can the 
community get 
involved? 

 
Post - Essex County Council, County Planning, E2, 
County Hall, Chelmsford CM1 1QH 
 

 
Postal address 
amend for the 
Development 
Management 
section. 

 
Page 5 
Introduction: 
How can the 
community get 
involved?  
 
 

 
Attend a policy planning drop-in session, public meeting 
or workshop (held when appropriate and could be either 
in person or virtual events) where you can gather 
information and have your queries answered directly by 
planning officers. 
 

 
Add the 
underlined 
sentence to 
emphasis these 
processes would 
only be held 
when 
appropriate and 
to include the 
possibility of 
events being 
online, in 
keeping with 
increased digital 
activity in the 
modern world 
and ECC’s ways 
of working. 

 
Page 5 
Introduction: 
How can the 
community get 
involved? 
 

 
Visit your local library, district/borough/city council or 
County Hall to view a paper copy of policy planning 
documents during consultation periods (via appointment 
at County Hall) and visit County Hall to view an online 
copy of a planning application (via appointment).  

 
Add the words 
underlined 
opposite to 
make clear 
appointments 
must be made to 
view paper 
copies of policy 
documents at 
County Hall and 
planning apps 
are available to 
view 
electronically 
and via 
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appointment 
only. 

 
Page 6 
Policy Planning 

 
The Minerals Local Plan and the Joint Waste Local Plan 
will each be reviewed every five years in line with 
Regulation 10A of the Town and Country Planning 
(Local Planning) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 
2017. 

 
New text (to 
become the third 
paragraph of the 
page) in line with 
planning 
regulations. 

 
Page 6 
Policy Planning: 
Who will we 
inform/consult? 

 
The Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) 
(England) Regulations 2012 (As amended) 

 
Add the words 
‘as amended’ to 
the end of the 
sentence to 
reflect the fact 
that the 
regulations have 
been amended. 

 
Pages 6 & 7 
Policy Planning: 
Who will we 
inform/consult? 

 
Essex County Council’s Neighbourhood Planning Guide 
September 2019. 
  

 
A document 
name change in 
paragraph four 
of this section. 

 
Page 7 
Policy Planning: 
Who will we 
inform/consult? 

 
mandwpolicy@essex.gov.uk 

 
An email 
address 
amendment in 
paragraph five of 
this section. 

 
Page 8 
Policy Planning 
Inspection copies 
in specified 
locations 
 

 
We will make documents available for inspection at all 
Essex libraries, Essex district/borough/city council 
offices and County Hall during normal office hours for 
the duration of the consultation/engagement (via 
appointment at County Hall). 

 
Add the words 
underlined 
opposite to 
make clear 
appointments 
must be made to 
view paper 
copies of policy 
documents at 
County Hall. 

 
Page 8 
Policy Planning: 
Publication of 
newsletters  

 
We will provide consultation/examination information to 
the Essex Association of Local Councils E Bulletin, a 
monthly electronic newsletter circulated to parish and 
town councils. 
  

 
A newsletter 
name change as 
underlined 
opposite.   
 

 
Pages 8 & 9 
Policy Planning:  
Drop-in sessions 
Workshops 
Parish council 
meetings 

 
Could be either in person or virtual sessions. 
 

 
A new sentence 
added to all 
three 
paragraphs to 
introduce the 
possibility that 
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some of the 
events may be 
held online, in 
keeping with 
increased digital 
activity in the 
modern world 
and ECC’s ways 
of working. 

 
Pages 9-11 
Policy Planning:  
Stage of Local 
Plan preparation 

 
The Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) 
(England) Regulations 2012 (As amended) 
 

 
To be added to 
the regulation 
numbers to 
clarify which 
planning 
regulations they 
are referring to. 

 
Page 11 
Policy Planning 
Final sentence 

 
The Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) 
(England) Regulations 2012 (As amended) 

 
Add the words 
‘as amended’ to 
reflect the fact 
that the 
regulations have 
been amended. 

 
Page 14 
Development 
Management: 
Who will we 
inform/consult? 
AND 
Page 16 
Application types 
x2 

 
Town and Country Planning (Development Management 
Procedures) (England) Order 2015 (as amended) 
 

 
Add the letter ‘s’ 
to the end of the 
word ‘procedure’ 
and add the 
words ‘as 
amended’ to 
correct the title 
of the 
regulations and 
to reflect the fact 
that the 
regulations have 
been amended. 

 
Page 15 
Development 
Management: 
How long will 
consultations run 
for (paragraph 
one) 

 
Consultations on major and minor applications will run 
for 21 days. However, this differs for EIA (30 days) and 
public service infrastructure development (18 days) 
applications. In addition there are ‘other’ types of 
application which have variable consultation periods, 
with some application types also not required to be 
consulted upon at all (see ‘Other types of planning 
applications’ on pages 23 and 24). The length of 
consultation applicable to every application received will 
be clearly displayed on the Council’s online system and 
detailed within the DNN letters sent, site notice erected, 
and public notice published (as appropriate to the 
application type). 
 

 
Amend existing 
sentences two 
and three to the 
text opposite in 
keeping with the 
new application 
type ‘public 
service 
infrastructure 
development’. 
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Page 16 
Development 
Management: 
Application types 
 

 
Public service infrastructure development applications – 
A major, non-EIA, planning application where the main 
purpose of the development is (a) the provision of: (i) a 
health service hospital; (ii) a school or institution within 
the further education sector; or (iii) an institution within 
the higher education sector within the meaning of 
section 91(5) of the Further and Higher Education Act 
1992; or (iv) criminal justice accommodation; or (b) 
works for the extension or alteration of such a facility. 

 
A new 
paragraph to 
reflect the new 
type of planning 
application 
‘Public service 
infrastructure 
development 
applications’ in 
accordance with 
planning 
regulation 
update. 

 
Page 16 
Development 
Management: 
Stage of 
application  
(Pre application 
section) 
 

 
Before the application is submitted, applicants are highly 
encouraged by planning officers to carry out pre-
application publicity/a Public Involvement Programme by 
using some or all of the methods listed opposite, as 
considered appropriate to the type of application (EIA, 
major including public service infrastructure 
development or minor), the potential impacts resulting 
from the development and likely public interest. (See 
Pre-application details above).  

 
Amend existing 
text to that 
opposite in line 
with new 
application type 
‘public service 
infrastructure 
development’. 

 
Pages 16/17 
Development 
Management: 
Community 
involvement 
method  
(Pre application 
section) 
 

 

• Consult appropriate statutory/non-statutory 
bodies for early advice (EIA, major).  

• Publish information on their own website (EIA, 
major).  

• Set up public exhibitions/displays and local 
meetings (EIA, major). 

• Leaflets, posters and local newsletters used to 
advertise public exhibitions/displays/meetings 
(EIA/major). 

 
Delete the words 
in brackets 
shown 
underlined 
opposite, as this 
information is 
now included in 
the proposed 
new paragraph 
in this section 
(detailed above). 

 
Page 17 
Development 
Management: 
Stage of 
application 
(Application 
section)  

 
An EIA, major (including those meeting the definition of 
a public service infrastructure development) or minor 
planning application is submitted to ECC, validated and 
then undergoes public consultation 

 
Add the words 
underlined 
opposite to 
reflect new 
application type 
‘public service 
infrastructure 
development’ in 
accordance with 
planning 
regulations. 

 
Pages 17 & 18 
Development 
Management: 
Community 

 
Details of planning applications/report/decision notice 
available to view online at County Hall in Chelmsford, by 
appointment (EIA, major, minor). 
 

 
To add the word 
‘online’ to all 
three sentences 
regarding 
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Involvement 
Method – 
Application, 
Determination 
and post decision 
sections 

viewing 
documents to 
clarify viewing is 
electronic only. 

 
Page 17 
Development 
Management: 
Community 
Involvement 
Method 
(Determination 
section) 

 
Planning Aid representatives can speak and make 
representations on behalf of individuals and groups at 
D&R Committee. 
 
 

 
Delete the 
sentence 
opposite as ECC 
cannot state 
what Planning 
Aid can or can’t 
do. 

 
Pages 17 & 18 
Development 
Management: 
Application and 
Post-decision 
sections 

 
Details published in the Essex Association of Local 
Councils E Bulletin Links newsletter (EIA, major, minor).  

 
Change ‘Making 
the Links’ to 
Essex 
Association of 
Local Councils E 
Bulletin due to 
newsletter name 
change. 

 
Pages 19 & 20 
Development 
Management:  
Other types of 
submissions and 
applications - 
National Strategic 
Infrastructure 
Projects 
 

 
National Strategic Infrastructure Projects The Planning 
Act 2008, (the 2008 Act), introduced a new development 
consent process for Nationally Significant Infrastructure 
Projects (NSIPs). NSIPs are usually large-scale 
developments (relating to energy, transport, water, or 
waste) which require a type of consent known as 
‘Development Consent Order’ (DCO). An extension of 
the regime in 2013 now allows certain business and 
commercial projects to opt into this process. A DCO 
automatically removes the need to obtain several 
separate consents, including planning permission, 
compulsory purchase orders, Habitat Regulations 
Assessments, and is designed to be a much quicker 
process than applying for these separately. The DCO 
process starts when an application is formally accepted 
by the National Infrastructure Planning Unit and lasts 
approximately 12-15 months, however consultation with 
stakeholders occurs before this process officially 
commences. The final decision on granting a DCO rests 
with the Secretary of State for that field, following a 
Hearing conducted by the Planning Inspectorate, and is 
based on advice from planning inspectors – known as 
the ‘examining authority’. 
 
Essex County Council is a consultee in the process and 
has the opportunity to shape and develop the 
submission as it moves forward. The County Council 

 
Amend the 
existing text to 
the text opposite 
in accordance 
with updated 
planning 
regulations/ 
guidance/ECC’s 
ways of working. 
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would expect that it is engaged in discussions as early in 
the process as possible. 
 
Whilst it is appreciated that the consultation process is 
directed under separate legislation/guidance the County 
Council would expect early consultation is carried out 
involving local communities. Ideally the developer would 
run a consultation/engagement programme on the draft  
development 
proposals involving local people and organisations,  
before using the comments and feedback to update the 
development proposal. The developer would be 
expected, for example, to: 

• Hold public exhibitions for local communities in  
suitable locations across a range of dates and times  
for a period of no less than four weeks. 

• Provide at least one bespoke presentation to be 
given to the lead elected members (either jointly or 
separately with District Councillors) at each stage of 
the DCO pre-application process, to explain the 
proposals and the process of engagement and 
programme/timetable.  

• Provide digital versions of documents online. With 
clear guidance on the process and how 
people/organisations can engage. 

• Continue to engage with stakeholders, local  
organisations and Councillors on the proposals  

• Arrange and undertake an 
independent design review using the Essex Quality 
Review Panel 

• Make available to ECC a copy of the Essex Quality 
Review Panel report which also becomes a public 
document. 

• Use results of the public consultation, stakeholder  
engagement and design review 
report, to update the development proposals.  

  


