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Executive summary

Title of policy or decision: Statement of Community Involvement - Five Year Review

Describe the main aims, objectives and purpose of the policy (or decision): The Statement of Community
Involvement (SCI) is a statutory document (under the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004), which sets
out this authority’s commitments to the level of community involvement in the County Council’s preparation of
Local Plan Documents and planning applications. 

Planning regulations dictate that planning authorities must review their Statements of Community Involvement
every five years from the adoption date. The review on the current SCI has now been undertaken and a number
of changes are proposed to bring the document in line with planning regulations and modern engagement
methods.

The updates will lead to a more inclusive and modern engagement with people as part of the planning service
and will allow remote consultation meetings.

What outcome(s) are you hoping to achieve?: High Quality Environment

Which strategic priorities does this support? - Help people get the best start and age well:  Net zero,
Transport and built environment, Levelling up the environment

Is this a new policy (or decision) or a change to an existing policy, practice or project?:  a change to an
existing policy, practice or project

Please provide a link to the document / website / resource to which this EqIA relates:
https://www.essex.gov.uk/minerals-waste-planning-policy/statement-community-involvement

Please upload any documents which relate to this EqIA, for example decision documents:
https://www.essex.gov.uk/minerals-waste-planning-policy/statement-community-involvement

Assessing the equality impact

Use this section to record how you have assessed any potential impact on the communities likely to be
affected by the policy (or decision): The amendments proposed to the SCI are classed as minor/not key
decisions and would not alter our engagement methods; all of Essex would be affected the same, not one specific
protected group. By offering virtual engagement events we would actually be able to reach more communities in
Essex, especially the elderly and those with disabilities that hinder travel.
The five-year review of the SCI does not legally require a consultation and so it has been decided since no one
group will be disadvantaged by the proposed changes, we will not hold a public consultation this time around.
Details of the review and its outcomes as well as the updated SCI, will be made publicly available on the ECC
website.

Does or will the policy or decision affect:

Service users: No



Employees: No

The wider community or groups of people, particularly where there are areas of known inequalities:  Yes

Which geographical areas of Essex does or will the policy or decision affect?:  All Essex

Will the policy or decision influence how organisations operate?: No

Will the policy or decision involve substantial changes in resources?: No

Is this policy or decision associated with any of the Council’s other policies?: No

Is the new or revised policy linked to a digital service (website, system or application)?: No

Description of impact

Description of Impact. If there is an impact on a specific protected group tick box, otherwise leave blank.
You will be given the opportunity to rate identified impacts as positive, negative or neutral on the next
page: Age, Disability - physical impairment

I confirm that I have considered the potential impact on all of the protected characteristics:  I confirm that I
have considered the potential impact on all of the protected characteristics

Describe any actions that have already been taken to mitigate negative impacts on any of the protected
characteristics: No negative impacts

Age

Nature of impact: Positive

Please provide more details about the nature of impact: Elderly members of the community who cannot
travel to Policy planning consultation events, such as drop-in sessions and public meetings could attend virtually
instead.

Extent of impact: Medium

Please provide more details about the extent of impact: Consultation events could reach more of the elderly
population in Essex should they be held online/virtually.This document strives to ensure all groups have access
to all information they require to view and respond to Minerals and Waste consultations. Virtual attendance to
events is another step forward in modern engagement and including all communities.

Disability - physical impairment

Nature of impact: Positive

Please provide more details about the nature of impact: Those members of the community with physical
impairments who cannot travel to consultation events, such as drop-in sessions and meetings could attend
virtually instead.

Extent of impact: Medium

Please provide more details about the extent of impact: Consultation events could reach more of the
physically impaired population in Essex should they be held online/virtually. This document strives to ensure all
groups have access to all information they require to view and respond to Minerals and Waste consultations.
Virtual attendance to events is another step forward in modern engagement and including all communities.

Action plan to address and monitor adverse impacts



Does your EqIA indicate that the policy or decision would have a medium or high adverse impact on one
or more equality groups?: No

Details of person completing the form

I confirm that this has been completed based on the best information available and in following ECC
guidance: I confirm that this has been completed based on the best information available and in following ECC
guidance

Date EqIA completed: 19/11/2021

Name of person completing the EqIA:  Rebecca Rushmer

Email address of person completing the EqIA:  Rebecca.Rushmer@essex.gov.uk

Your function: Place and Public Health

Your service area: County Planning

Your team: Planning Service

Are you submitting this EqIA on behalf of another function, service area or team?:  No

Email address of Head of Service: graham.thomas@essex.gov.uk
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