
 

 

 

 
 

 

September 3, 2021 

Contact: Dana Karzan, Chief Marketing Officer  

karzand@vystarcu.org  

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

VyStar Partners with Santa Fe College  

to Open Financial Wellness Center  
 

Resources are now available to all Santa Fe College students  
 

Jacksonville, Florida — VyStar Credit Union and Santa Fe College (SF) announced today a wide-ranging 

partnership geared toward students that includes a new Financial Wellness Center on the school’s 

Northwest Campus in Gainesville, Florida. 

 

Beginning with the fall semester, SF students have access to a variety of free financial wellness resources, 

including confidential financial wellness consultation. A VyStar employee will be on campus each week to 

offer counseling related to topics such as planning, budgeting, saving, avoiding and managing debt, 

improving credit scores, negotiating, purchasing, investing and retiring. Virtual appointments are also 

available.  

 

“One of our most significant responsibilities as a credit union is to spread financial wellness in the 

communities we serve, especially among young adults who are learning to create good financial habits,” 

said VyStar President/CEO Brian Wolfburg. “We are proud to bring our educational resources to a vibrant 

campus and look forward to working with Santa Fe College to support their students.” 

 

“This Financial Wellness Center is critical to giving our students the knowledge and skills they will need 

to handle their finances,” said SF President Paul Broadie II, Ph.D. “I am excited to see what our partnership 

with VyStar Credit Union can do to offer the support and guidance that will be essential to helping our 

students gain financial independence.”  

 

Click here to learn more about the on-campus Financial Wellness Center.  

 

Highlights of the partnership include:  

 

• Financial wellness coaching is available at the SF VyStar Wellness Center, which is located in 

Building S, Room 250 on SF’s Northwest Campus. Hours are 8-10:30 a.m. Mondays and Tuesdays, 

and 11 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Wednesdays and Thursdays. Appointments can be scheduled by calling 352-

395-3602 or emailing vystar@sfcollege.edu.  

 

• In conjunction with SF Student Life and the Financial Wellness Committee, VyStar will hold a 

series of financial education workshops.  

 

• VyStar will offer more than 40 financial education presentations. These presentations are free to 

Santa Fe students and can be accessed here. 

mailto:karzand@vystarcu.org
https://youtu.be/ccPyQuKZoGg
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https://vystarcu.org/personal/resources/member-support/vystar-university


 

 

 

• VyStar will donate $20,000 per year to the Santa Fe College Foundation throughout the agreement.  

 

• A VyStar ATM will be located at SF’s expanded Blount Center, which is slated to open in January 

2022 at 401 NW 6th St. in Gainesville.  
 

“The Santa Fe College-VyStar collaboration is a game-changer for our students,” said Dr. Naima Brown, 

Vice President for Student Affairs at SF. “As we help students reach their educational goals, we are also 

equipping them with the tools needed to be engaged, proactive and responsible in the area of financial 

wellness. This is a key component of social and economic mobility. I expect that there will be a 

significant impact.” 

 

VyStar has a longstanding commitment to spreading financial wellness to members of all ages. The credit 

union’s High School Branch Program, which began in 2006 to bring financial education to high school 

students, now has 18 branches across Northeast Florida. Similarly, VyStar@Work was created in 2018 to 

bring credit union services into the community and meet people where they are on their financial 

journeys. The program offers valuable knowledge as well as credit union services to businesses, 

underserved populations and people who may otherwise never visit a branch. 

 

“We are excited to collaborate with Santa Fe College to offer curriculum and resources that provide real 

value to students now and as they prepare for the future,” said Michael Rathjen, Vice President of VyStar’s 

High School Branch Program. “With a strong foundation, there is no limit to what they can achieve.” 

 

For additional information, please visit www.sfcollege.edu/vystar.  

 
 

About VyStar Credit Union 

VyStar Credit Union is the second-largest credit union headquartered in Florida and now serves over 780,000 members 

with assets totaling more than $12 billion. VyStar is the largest mortgage lender in Northeast Florida and one of the 

major employers in the region with over 2,000 employees. VyStar membership is open to everyone who lives or works 

in the 49 contiguous counties of Central to North Florida, 10 Southern Georgia counties and past and present military 

members and their families all over the world. 

 

About Santa Fe College:  

Opening in 1966, Santa Fe College (SF) is part of the Florida College System and a charter member of the prestigious 

League for Innovation in the Community College. SF has established programs and services that enable the college to 

carry out its mission of adding value to the lives of our students and enriching our community. The philosophy of the 

college has been, and continues to be student-centered. SF is home to a planetarium, a nationally recognized teaching 

zoo and a state-of-the-art Fine Arts Hall. Visit sfcollege.edu for more information. 
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