
Squarespace vs Wix: The Complete 
Website Builder Comparison 
Squarespace vs Wix is the debate that keeps new business owners awake at night. You stare at 
your laptop screen and wonder which tool will make your brand look like a million bucks without 
requiring a computer science degree.  

Both platforms promise a beautiful website, but they take very different paths to get you there. 
We will break down the exact features, pricing, and hidden quirks of each builder so you can 
make the smartest choice for your digital storefront. 

Design and Templates in the Squarespace vs Wix 
Matchup 
Squarespace hands you the Fluid Engine, a drag-and-drop editor that snaps elements to a 
hidden grid. This keeps your layout looking neat and professional, even if you move things 
around randomly.  

Wix offers a completely free-form editor where you can drag a picture to the exact pixel you 
want. This freedom sounds great until you accidentally overlap a text box with a button and 
wonder why your checkout page looks like a ransom note. 

 

Feature Squarespace Wix 

Editor Style 
Grid-based 
snapping Free-form pixel placement 

Template 
Quality 

High-end 
editorial look Massive variety of simple layouts 

Mobile Editing 

Automatic 
responsive 
scaling Separate mobile editor view 

Ecommerce Features When Comparing Squarespace vs 
Wix 



Selling products requires a solid shopping cart system. Squarespace built its entire reputation 
on commerce. You get advanced inventory tracking, abandoned cart recovery, and point-of-sale 
connections right out of the box.  

Wix recently upgraded its commerce tools to compete, offering multi-channel selling and 
automated sales tax calculations. 

●​ Inventory Management: Squarespace tracks low stock alerts automatically. 
●​ Payment Gateways: Both accept major credit cards and digital wallets. 
●​ Shipping Rules: Squarespace offers more detailed carrier rate calculations. 
●​ Digital Products: Squarespace handles digital downloads natively without third-party 

apps. 

The Federal Trade Commission requires clear and honest advertising on all commercial sites. 
Both platforms give you the tools to display transparent pricing and clear refund policies to keep 
your buyers happy and out of trouble. 

Pricing and Discounts for Squarespace vs Wix 
Your budget dictates your final choice. Wix starts at a lower monthly price for simple sites, 
making it attractive for small portfolios. Squarespace charges a bit more upfront but includes 
premium features that Wix charges extra for. 

Students and educators can grab a 50% off Squarespace student discount to make the 
premium tools much more affordable.  

If you do not qualify for the academic rate, you can still apply a standard Squarespace discount 
code at checkout to lower your first year of hosting. 

Plan Tier 

Squarespace 
Starting 

Price 
Wix Starting 

Price 

Personal / 
Light 

$16 per 
month 

$17 per 
month 

Business / 
Standard 

$23 per 
month 

$29 per 
month 

Commerce / 
Business Elite 

$49 per 
month 

$39 per 
month 

SEO and Marketing Tools in Squarespace vs Wix 
Search engines need clear signals to rank your pages. Squarespace generates clean code and 
automatic sitemaps that Google loves.  

https://www.ftc.gov/
https://spacesquare.discount/student-discount/
https://spacesquare.discount/
https://spacesquare.discount/


The Google Search Central documentation emphasizes the importance of clean URL structures, 
which Squarespace handles beautifully by default. Wix has improved its search engine game 
significantly over the years, adding a setup wizard that guides beginners through meta tags and 
alt text. 

According to Moz, page speed directly impacts your search rankings. Squarespace 
automatically compresses images and serves them through a global content delivery network.  

Wix requires you to manually compress some media files to achieve the same very fast loading 
speeds. Both platforms include built-in blogging tools, but Squarespace offers a cleaner 
interface for managing categories and tags. 

Final Verdict on Squarespace vs Wix 
Choosing between these two giants depends on your specific daily needs. Pick Wix if you want 
absolute creative freedom and a massive app market to add quirky widgets.  

Choose Squarespace if you want a stunning, professional site that looks great on day one 
without requiring hours of design tweaking. 

When you finally settle the Squarespace vs Wix debate in your head, take advantage of the free 
trials. Test the dashboards yourself before handing over your credit card. Your future customers 
will appreciate the smooth experience you build for them. 

 

https://developers.google.com/search
https://moz.com/beginners-guide-to-seo
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