
Best Thinkific Courses for Beginners in 
2026 
Finding the best Thinkific courses for beginners in 2026 is far easier than most people expect - 
and far more rewarding than scrolling through a generic course marketplace.  

Thinkific is home to over 35,000 course creators across more than 100 countries, and those 
creators have collectively impacted 214 million learners on the platform.  

The courses span everything from drone pilot certification and photography fundamentals to 
business essentials, knitting, language learning, and dog training. 

Unlike marketplace platforms where thousands of instructors compete on price and star ratings, 
most Thinkific courses come directly from subject-matter experts who built real schools around a 
specific skill or transformation.  

That means when you find a course that matches what you want to learn, you are getting 
access to an educator who built the curriculum with clear intent - not someone who 
bulk-uploaded content to beat an algorithm. 

This guide covers the best Thinkific course categories for beginners in 2026, real examples of 
courses that are working right now, how to choose the right one for your goals, and how to save 
money when you enroll. 

Why Thinkific Works Particularly Well for Beginners? 
Before jumping into specific course categories and examples, it helps to understand why 
Thinkific is a strong starting point for first-time online learners. 

The platform is built around creator ownership. Unlike Udemy, which hosts over 200,000 
courses and competes on volume and discounting, Thinkific gives each educator their own 
school.  

Students buy directly from the creator, which means the course content is usually more 
cohesive, more focused, and more actively maintained. 

The learning experience is clean and distraction-free. Thinkific's course player is 
deliberately minimal. Lessons load fast, navigation is intuitive, and no recommendation 
algorithms are pushing you toward other courses mid-lesson.  

For beginners, that simplicity makes a real difference in how much you actually absorb. 



Beginner-friendly pricing is common. Most Thinkific beginner courses are priced between 
$47 and $297, with many offering free introductory modules or preview lessons before you pay. 
Several creators also offer free lead magnet courses - a complete short course at no cost - 
designed to introduce you to a skill before you invest in a full program. 

Certificates of completion are available on most paid Thinkific courses, giving beginners a 
shareable credential they can add to a LinkedIn profile or resume after finishing. 

Every course is self-paced by default. You work through the material on your schedule, 
pause and replay lessons as needed, and revisit modules months later when you need a 
refresher.  

That flexibility makes Thinkific courses genuinely beginner-friendly for adults juggling work and 
personal commitments. 

1. Business and Entrepreneurship Courses for Beginners 
Business courses are among the most popular categories on the entire Thinkific platform, and 
the beginner-level options are particularly strong.  

The catalog covers everything from foundational business basics for first-time entrepreneurs to 
structured e-commerce training for people launching their first online store. 

Business Essentials: The Beginning of Something GREAT! 

This course was built specifically for people who want to run a business without spending 
months trying to figure out how it all works. The curriculum covers: 

●​ Defining your personal "why" and creating a painted picture for your business 
●​ Understanding overhead costs and maintaining a consistent gross profit 
●​ Learning the production fundamentals of a sustainable business model 
●​ Filling and maintaining a sales pipeline from day one 

One verified student said after finishing the program: "I learned how to write a business plan and 
strategize my ideas. This helps me think like a business owner rather than someone who just 
wants to start one." 

That kind of testimonial is exactly what separates a well-built beginner course from a generic 
lecture dump. The outcome is specific, and students confirm it is achievable. 

YESS Business Basics (For Ages 12–22) 

This program targets young entrepreneurs and introduces core business concepts in 12 weeks 
or less. It covers how to start a business from scratch, build and attract an audience, and 
monetize an idea using social media. 

https://www.thinkific.com/


 For any beginner who wants a structured foundation without overwhelming complexity, this is a 
strong, accessible entry point. 

Shopify and E-Commerce Fundamentals 

Thinkific hosts several well-structured beginner courses on building and growing an online store. 
One course built around Shopify and online business fundamentals covers: 

●​ Building a functional online store from scratch 
●​ Using Google Analytics and Google Data Studio to track business performance 
●​ Setting up email marketing flows and avoiding abandoned cart problems 
●​ Understanding conversion strategies and basic paid advertising 

These business courses typically cost between $97 and $297. If you are ready to enroll, apply a 
$50 off Thinkific discount deal at checkout on an annual paid plan to save on your course. 

 It helps reduce the upfront cost significantly and makes it easier to start with the right plan from 
day one instead of starting with a lower tier and upgrading later. 

2. Photography Courses for Beginners 
Photography is one of the most active and beginner-accessible categories on Thinkific. 

 The visual nature of the skill makes it a natural fit for video-based online learning, and the best 
photography courses on the platform walk complete beginners through both technical 
fundamentals and creative development in a structured, progressive sequence. 

Key to Pictures (Katie Evans) 

Key to Pictures is one of the most respected photography schools on Thinkific. Instructor Katie 
Evans - a working photographer with authored books - built a four-week online video course 
that takes beginners through the foundational skills of DSLR photography. The course covers: 

●​ Camera settings explained in beginner-friendly language (aperture, shutter speed, ISO) 
●​ Composition rules that immediately improve the quality of every shot 
●​ Lighting fundamentals for both natural and artificial environments 
●​ How to develop a personal photographic style rather than copying others 

The course includes weekly structured video lessons, interactive office hours with Katie directly, 
access to a student community group, and a printed and digital workbook. 

Katie's school also offers advanced photography courses, business photography workshops, 
and photography books - meaning beginners can start with the four-week foundation and grow 
into progressively deeper programs as their skills develop. 

https://scribehow.com/page/Live_Thinkific_Coupon_Code_2026_25percent_Discount__27MwabxZRhaGs_-Dik0s4Q
https://thephotographycourse.thinkific.com/


Photography Basics: Beginner to Confident Shooter 

Multiple creators on Thinkific offer standalone beginner photography courses covering: 

●​ Full camera settings walkthroughs with real shooting examples 
●​ Composition fundamentals, including the rule of thirds, leading lines, and framing 
●​ Lighting setups for portraits, product photography, and landscape shooting 
●​ Post-processing basics using Adobe Lightroom or free alternatives 

Photography beginner courses on Thinkific typically run between $47 and $199, with most 
offering a free preview lesson so you can assess the instructor's teaching style before buying. 

3. Language Learning Courses for Beginners 
Language learning is one of the most personal categories in online education, and Thinkific 
hosts some genuinely well-built beginner programs.  

The best language courses on the platform combine structured video lessons, audio practice 
files, downloadable reference guides, and peer community interaction to build real 
conversational ability over time - not just vocabulary memorization. 

Rachel's English Academy 

Rachel's English Academy is one of the most established language schools on all of Thinkific. 
Originally built from a YouTube audience, Rachel transitioned her content into a structured 
school with: 

●​ Over 23 comprehensive courses 
●​ 500+ video lessons and 40,000+ audio files focused specifically on American English 

pronunciation and fluency 
●​ Live coaching sessions with Rachel for deeper interactive practice 
●​ Daily training materials designed to build consistent skill development 
●​ A private community for peer practice and accountability 

The school primarily serves non-native English speakers who want to improve their accent, 
pronunciation, and spoken fluency for professional or personal reasons.  

The combination of structured course content and live interaction makes it particularly effective 
for beginners who need both clear guidance and real speaking practice. 

For learners studying English for job interviews, workplace communication, or customer-facing 
roles, Rachel's English Academy offers one of the most focused, depth-driven programs 
available on any online language platform. 

https://www.thinkific.com/blog/how-to-teach-languages-online/


4. Health, Fitness, and Wellness Courses for Beginners 
Health and wellness courses are among the highest-engagement categories on the platform. 
Beginners in this space usually come in with a specific goal - build a consistent fitness habit, 
improve nutrition, start yoga - and the best Thinkific courses in this category lead with that 
outcome clearly stated rather than burying it in course description copy. 

Regenerate Your Life 

Regenerate Your Life is a health-focused Thinkific school built around changing eating habits 
and improving overall well-being from the ground up. The platform offers: 

●​ Free introductory plans for new students to evaluate the school 
●​ Paid nutrition courses with structured meal frameworks 
●​ Downloadable recipe books and a 30-day meal planner 
●​ Weekly free recipes delivered automatically through email 
●​ Exercise plans that support whole-body health alongside dietary changes 

What makes this school particularly beginner-friendly is the low-friction entry. Free resources let 
you experience the teaching quality before committing to a paid course or membership. 

Dani Mac Yoga (Beginner Yoga Membership) 

Dani Mac Yoga is a well-regarded Thinkific membership school from founder Dani Maclean, 
who posts new classes weekly. The school covers: 

●​ Foundational yoga postures explained for absolute beginners 
●​ The philosophical teachings and origins of yoga practice 
●​ Short on-the-go sessions (10–20 minutes) for busy schedules 
●​ Longer, more immersive classes for days when you have time 

The membership runs at $24 per month or $199 per year, with a seven-day free trial so 
beginners can assess fit and content quality before committing. 

Judith Lasater: Yoga for Beginners and Continuing Students 

Judith Lasater - one of North America's most respected yoga educators, with nearly three 
decades of teaching experience - offers a Thinkific-based program built with her daughter Lizzie. 
Their beginner-accessible programs include: 

●​ Video and audio lesson tracks covering foundational practice 
●​ Webinar recordings for deeper conceptual content 
●​ FAQs specifically written to address common beginner struggles 
●​ Yoga Alliance continuing education credit, which adds formal value for students 

considering yoga teacher training later 

https://health-wellbeing-academy.thinkific.com/


5. Personal Development and Confidence Courses for 
Beginners 
Personal development courses on Thinkific consistently produce some of the most loyal student 
communities on the platform. 

 When a course genuinely changes how someone approaches daily challenges or feels about 
their own capabilities, the word-of-mouth tends to be strong and the repeat enrollment rate high. 

Ultimate Confidence: The Secrets to Feeling Great About Yourself Every 
Day (Kain Ramsay) 

Kain Ramsay's confidence-building course is one of the most referenced personal 
development programs on Thinkific. It applies practical, evidence-backed techniques to help 
students: 

●​ Identify and work through the limiting beliefs that hold them back 
●​ Build genuine, durable self-confidence rather than surface-level positive thinking 
●​ Develop emotional resilience for daily challenges in work and relationships 
●​ Apply structured psychological frameworks to real situations immediately 

This course works for beginners because it starts from the ground up without assuming any 
prior knowledge of psychology or personal development frameworks. 

 The progression from foundational concepts to applied techniques feels natural rather than 
rushed. 

Other popular beginner personal development topics on Thinkific include: 

Topic What Beginners Learn 

Time management Priority frameworks, protecting focused work time 

Public speaking 
Overcoming fear, speech structure, and handling 
audience questions 

Leadership for new 
managers Delegation, team communication, and conflict resolution 

Career transitions 
Resume positioning, personal branding, and interview 
preparation 

https://self-growth-courses.thinkific.com/


Emotional intelligence 
Self-awareness, empathy, and managing professional 
relationships 

6. Creative Arts and Design Courses for Beginners 
Creative courses are consistently strong sellers on Thinkific because the transformation is 
visible and immediate. A beginner who completes a photography lesson can take a noticeably 
better photo that same afternoon.  

That quick feedback loop keeps students engaged and drives above-average completion rates 
compared to more abstract subjects. 

Graphic Design Masterclass (Lindsay Marsh) 

Lindsay Marsh's Graphic Design Masterclass is one of the most comprehensive beginner 
design courses available on Thinkific.  

The curriculum covers all foundational concepts with hands-on design projects throughout: 

●​ Color theory - how colors interact, communicate emotion, and affect perception 
●​ Typography - choosing, pairing, and applying fonts for maximum readability and impact 
●​ Layout design - creating a visual hierarchy that guides the viewer's attention naturally 
●​ Real project exercises that build an actual portfolio while you learn 

Beginners leave with tangible, shareable design work rather than just theoretical knowledge - 
making the course directly useful for freelancing or career pivots into design-adjacent roles. 

Kylie M. Interiors (Interior Design for Beginners) 

Kylie M. Interiors offers interior design courses on Thinkific for both individuals redesigning 
their own homes and aspiring professionals building marketable skills. The school includes: 

●​ Free introductory resources for beginners, evaluating whether interior design interests 
them 

●​ Premium courses covering color matching, space planning, furniture arrangement, and 
lighting design 

●​ Professional-level content for those considering interior design as a career path 

The tiered model - free content at the entry level, paid courses for skill development - makes it 
easy and low-risk for beginners to explore the subject before committing. 

Sew It! Academy (Beginner Sewing) 

https://www.thinkific.com/


Sew It! The Academy provides beginner-friendly sewing courses with clear skill progression 
built into the curriculum from the first lesson.  

Rather than overwhelming beginners with advanced techniques early, the course structure 
means each lesson builds directly on the previous one. 

 Beginners move from hand-sewing basics through machine operation, pattern reading, and 
garment construction at a pace that feels achievable. 

7. Technology and Coding Courses for Beginners 
Technology courses on Thinkific cover a wide range of entry levels. For complete beginners, the 
most effective options combine short video lessons with hands-on practice exercises that 
reinforce each concept before introducing the next. 

 Passive video watching without active application rarely produces durable technical skills - the 
best courses here build doing into the curriculum. 

Miss Excel (Kat Norton) 

Miss Excel, built by Kat Norton, is one of the most discussed Thinkific success stories across 
the entire platform.  

Norton grew a massive following on TikTok and Instagram by making Microsoft Excel genuinely 
entertaining - and her Thinkific school turned that audience into a serious course business. 

 She is estimated to earn between $250,000 and $300,000 per month from her Thinkific school 
- a figure that shows how powerful a focused, beginner-accessible course can be when paired 
with consistent social media content. 

Her beginner courses cover: 

●​ Excel navigation and interface for people who have never used it seriously 
●​ Formulas and functions that solve real daily work problems 
●​ Data organization, sorting, and filtering 
●​ Pivot tables were introduced at a genuinely accessible pace 

Coding Kids (Game Design, Web Development, Python) 

Coding Kids uses Thinkific to host structured programs that introduce coding to younger 
learners and curious beginners through project-based learning. 

 Programs include a Game Design Micro Degree, Intro to Web Development, and Python for 
Beginners. Each program displays clear pricing, lesson counts, and a modular pathway - 
making it easy for beginners to understand exactly what they are getting before enrolling. 

https://www.thinkific.com/


Coastal Drone (Drone Pilot Certification) 

Coastal Drone, co-founded by Kate Klassen (who has an aviation background), built a 
certification training program on Thinkific that has now trained over 4,500 pilots. For beginners 
entering drone work: 

●​ Basic Pilot Certification at $95 covers exam prep, video training, and standard 
operating procedures 

●​ Advanced Pilot Certification at $599 serves professionals pursuing industrial 
inspection work 

●​ Real-time live chat support during study sessions 
●​ Free supplementary content through podcasts, blog posts, and YouTube 

The clarity of outcome - you pass the exam or you do not - gives this course strong buyer intent 
and makes it straightforward for beginners to understand what success looks like before they 
enroll. 

8. Hobby and Lifestyle Courses for Beginners 
One of the most genuinely surprising things about browsing Thinkific as a beginner is 
discovering how strong the hobby and lifestyle course catalog is.  

The platform demonstrates consistently that no niche is too specific - and that beginners in 
almost any area of interest can find a structured, high-quality course from someone who has 
spent years living the subject. 

Olive Knits (Knitting and Fiber Arts) 

Olive Knits, founded by Maria Greene, started as a virtual knit camp and grew into a full 
ecosystem of knitting courses, memberships, and physical products. The Thinkific school offers: 

●​ Beginner workshops focused on practical techniques, including sweater construction 
●​ Monthly exclusive access to new knitting patterns for members 
●​ The ability to revisit courses and replay lessons as needed at any skill level 
●​ A supportive community for knitters ranging from absolute beginners to advanced 

makers 

The membership model works particularly well here because knitting is a skill where beginners 
constantly encounter new patterns and techniques - so ongoing access to fresh content 
consistently delivers value beyond a single course purchase. 

Dunbar Academy (Dog Training for New Dog Owners) 



Dunbar Academy is one of the cleanest examples of using Thinkific to build a 
recurring-revenue education business around a beginner pain point. The school uses a 
free-to-play funnel where: 

●​ Free courses introduce general dog behavior and training concepts for new owners 
●​ Paid courses target high-frustration problems like barking, growling, and separation 

anxiety 
●​ A Top Dog Academy membership at $20 per month provides ongoing access to a 

growing video library, worksheets, workshops, and a community 

For new dog owners - a group with extremely high motivation to solve immediate, real problems 
- Dunbar Academy delivers accessible entry content and a clear upgrade path as questions 
become more specific over time. 

9. Professional Training and Certification Courses 
Beyond hobby and skill-building programs, Thinkific hosts a strong set of professional training 
courses aimed at beginners entering a new career field or adding formal credentials to an 
existing one. 

AWeber Email Marketing Academy 

Email marketing platform AWeber hosts a Thinkific-powered course school designed to help 
users get real business results from email marketing.  

The beginner-focused content covers list building from scratch, segmentation, automation 
setup, and how to measure whether a campaign is actually working - not just whether it was 
sent. 

Fiverr Learn 

Fiverr Learn is a paid course ecosystem built by Fiverr in partnership with independent experts 
and hosted on Thinkific. It targets beginners who want to build freelance skills specifically aimed 
at generating income.  

Courses cover freelance marketing and client acquisition, graphic design fundamentals, writing 
and copywriting for digital platforms, and video production basics. 

Thinkific Academy (Free Courses for Platform Users) 

Thinkific itself runs a completely free academy at training.thinkific.com that is one of the best 
starting points for any beginner entering the online learning world. Free courses include: 

●​ Course creation basics - how to outline, structure, and build your first course 
●​ Social media marketing for educators - growing a student audience on Instagram 



●​ Webinar sales funnels taught by Neil Patel - the core components of selling through 
live and recorded webinars 

●​ Mobile learning strategy from Duolingo's VP of Learning and Curriculum, Dr. Bozena 
Pajak 

●​ B2B course selling - how to market and sell courses to corporate clients and 
organizations 

These free courses make a strong first step for any beginner who wants to understand the 
online learning ecosystem before investing in paid programs. 

What the Best Thinkific Beginner Courses Have in 
Common? 
After reviewing dozens of successful courses across every major category, a consistent pattern 
emerges. The courses that earn strong reviews and above-average completion rates share 
these traits: 

A specific, named outcome. The best beginner courses do not promise to teach you 
"photography" - they promise to teach you how to shoot manual settings confidently in four 
weeks.  

That specificity tells beginners exactly what they are getting and sets a clear expectation they 
can measure against. 

Credible, visible instructors. Every standout Thinkific course comes from someone who has 
done the thing they are teaching at a real level.  

Katie Evans is a working photographer with published books. Kate Klassen has an actual 
aviation background. Kain Ramsay has years of applied psychology and coaching experience. 
The credibility is earned, not invented. 

Multiple content formats. The best beginner courses combine video lessons, text summaries, 
downloadable workbooks, quizzes, and community access.  

That variety keeps different types of learners engaged and ensures the content actually reaches 
students who process information in different ways. 

A free entry point. A large number of the most successful Thinkific schools offer either a free 
introductory course, a free preview lesson, or free supplementary resources that let beginners 
evaluate teaching style and content quality before spending money. 

An active community element. Courses with private community spaces, Facebook groups, or 
live session access show better completion rates than purely solo, self-paced experiences. 
Beginners especially benefit from knowing other learners are working through the same 
material. 



How to Pick the Right Thinkific Course as a Beginner? 
With so many options across so many categories, choosing the right beginner course comes 
down to four honest questions: 

What specific outcome do you want by the end? Do not buy a course on "digital marketing" - 
buy a course on "how to run a profitable Facebook ad campaign for a local business." The more 
specific your desired outcome, the better you can evaluate whether any given course will 
actually deliver it. 

Does the instructor have real experience in this area? Look for instructors who show 
demonstrated credentials - teaching history, career background, published work, or verifiable 
results from real students.  

Avoid courses where the instructor's primary qualification is that they built a course. 

What does the free preview tell you? Most Thinkific courses include a free lesson or module. 
Use it.  

Pay attention to how the instructor explains concepts, whether the pacing matches your learning 
style, and whether the production quality is high enough to hold your attention through a full 
program. 

Does the price make sense relative to what you will gain? Most beginner courses on 
Thinkific are reasonably priced. A $147 course that saves you six months of trial-and-error 
learning a skill worth $50 per hour pays for itself many times over. 

 The question is never whether the course is cheap - it is whether the transformation is worth 
the investment. 

Thinkific Pricing for Learners: What Beginners Typically 
Pay 
Thinkific courses are priced by the individual creator, not by the platform. Prices vary across 
categories and instructors. Here is what beginners typically pay: 

 

Course Type Typical Price Range 

Free introductory / lead magnet courses $0 



Short beginner skill courses (2–5 hours) $47–$99 

Full beginner programs (8–20 hours) $97–$297 

Certifications and professional training $95–$599 

Monthly membership access $20–$49/month 

Annual membership (better value) $99–$199/year 

Many creators offer lower prices during launch periods, bundle multiple courses at a discount, or 
provide payment plans for higher-priced programs. 

Learners and first-time course creators can use the 20% off Thinkific coupon code to reduce the 
upfront cost of starting with Thinkific's paid plans.  

How to Get the Most Out of Any Thinkific Course You 
Take? 
Buying a course is just the first step. Beginners who complete courses and genuinely apply the 
content tend to approach them differently from those who enroll and never finish. 

Block calendar time before you start. Self-paced courses have no external accountability. 
Treat your study sessions like fixed appointments - 30 to 60 minutes at the same time each day 
produces better results than long sporadic sessions whenever motivation strikes. 

Download all available resources on day one. Workbooks, templates, and reference guides 
are easy to forget about. Save everything in your first session so you do not have to hunt for 
them later when you actually need them. 

Engage with the community features. If the course has a Thinkific community space, a 
private Facebook group, or a live session component, participate. Post a question. Reply to 
another student.  

Beginners who engage with a community show consistently higher completion rates than those 
who work through courses entirely alone. 

Complete quizzes and assignments even when they feel optional. These exercises are 
where knowledge actually sticks. Watching a lesson and understanding a concept are different 
things - completing the exercise proves whether it has actually landed. 

https://bloggervoice.com/thinkific-coupon-codes/


Request your certificate of completion when you finish. Thinkific issues certificates for most 
paid courses. Add it to your LinkedIn profile under Licenses and Certifications the day you 
finish. 

 A beginner-level certificate signals initiative and genuine commitment to employers and 
professional contacts. 

Thinkific for Creators: Turn Your Knowledge Into a 
Beginner Course 
One reason the beginner course catalog on Thinkific is so strong in 2026 is that the platform 
actively supports creators in building high-quality first courses without technical experience.  

If reading through these categories has sparked an idea for a course you could build, Thinkific 
provides tools that remove most of the friction from getting started. 

The AI Course Outline Generator creates a structured curriculum from a simple description of 
your course topic and target audience. The AI Quiz Generator builds multiple-choice 
assessments directly from existing lesson content.  

Thinker, Thinkific's AI teaching assistant, answers student questions using your course material 
and tone - without you having to respond to every message manually. 

For creators who want to test the full platform before committing to a paid plan, Thinkific's 
30-day free trial on Basic, Start, and Grow plans - with no credit card required to start - gives 
you enough time to build your first course structure, experience the student view, and confirm 
the platform fits your workflow. 

For creators planning to scale their online school, the $600 OFF Thinkific Discount Coupon 
helps lower the cost of Thinkific's premium annual plans and advanced features.  

Final Thoughts: The Best Thinkific Courses for Beginners 
Are the Ones You Finish 
The best Thinkific courses for beginners in 2026 are not necessarily the most expensive, the 
most comprehensive, or the most produced. 

 They are the courses that match your specific starting point, clearly define what you will be able 
to do when you complete them, and come from an instructor who has genuinely earned the right 
to teach the subject. 



Whether you choose spreadsheet training, photography lessons, drone certification, or personal 
development courses, the key is picking one course that matches your goal and completing it 
consistently. 

 Thinkific makes online learning simple, structured, and beginner-friendly, helping learners build 
real skills faster. A Thinkific annual plan discount can also make getting started more affordable. 
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