
Signature Collection Training



Agenda

● Why is this important?

● Materials

● Rules/Regulations

● How to collect

● Support



Why Collect Signatures?
● Elizabeth must get 10,000 signatures to get on the 

ballot–we need your help to do that!

● The most important thing you can do right now.

● There are lots of rules around the process – make sure 

you know them before collecting!

● We’ll be ready to support you at every step



Required Materials

● Nomination Papers

● Clipboard

● Pen

● Our script & rules document

● Friends/family to collect with!



Nomination Papers





Do not touch these parts of 

the nomination papers! Extra 

writing here can disqualify all 

signatures.



● Voter name goes in “Signature” box 

● Addresses go in “Now Registered At” box

● Do not write in the “check” or “ward” or “prec” boxes

● Write in the town name in the box provided at the bottom



Continue collecting 

signatures in the boxes 

provided until your sheet is 

full!



● Don’t touch the part that 

is only for registrars!

● You may write in your 

town in the box provided



● These are examples of invalid signatures

● If a voter signs this way, ask them to re-do!



● These are examples of valid signatures

● Voters may print or sign their names. When in doubt, just print!



Nomination Papers

● Example of blank & completed papers on our website

● We will send them to you with other instructions

● Confirm your papers are formatted correctly before collecting

● Write only in the signatures part & the 2 boxes for town name
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Nomination Packet

● The packet you get in the mail will contain:

○ Nomination Papers

○ Rules + Script Doc

○ Stickers/Button to wear



Rules and Regulations



Rules & Regulations - Collecting
● Each paper can have signatures from only ONE TOWN. 

● Bring extra papers so you can collect from multiple towns!

● Voters’ address MUST be the correct address they are 

registered at.

● NO P.O. Boxes, work addresses, or generalizations.



Rules & Regulations - Collecting
● Signatures and addresses MUST be reasonably legible.

● Voters who sign MUST be a registered Democrat, or 

Independent 

● Don’t cross out, just re-do!

● Correct example of a nomination paper with signatures is 

available on our website



Where to Collect



Where to Collect
● In your neighborhood - Your spouse, children, friends, and 

neighbors. The easiest signatures are the people we know best!

● At high traffic areas - Grocery stores, farmers markets, parks, 
local democratic meetings. You know your community!

● Meetings - Neighborhood associations, Town Meetings, book 
club

● Events - You can go to a signature event or host one! More info on 
our website



Where to Collect - Tips
● Remember to bring spare papers if collecting near town borders

● Places not recommended: College Campuses, Transportation 

hubs, Tourist spots in Boston

○ Not likely to be registered in same town, or even in MA!

● Cannot collect signatures within 150 feet of a polling place

● More ideas and tips at elizabethwarren.com/ballot



How to Collect



What to Say?
● It depends where you’re collecting, and who you’re talking to.

● High Traffic Area? Use a shorter intro to get your ask out quickly

● Knocking doors or talking to neighbors? You can take your time!

● Don’t spend all your time on one person!

● Confirm they’re registered in MA and live in the town you are 

collecting in.



Helpful Lines
● “You’re not committing to vote for anyone, it just says you want to 

see the Senator on the ballot.”

● “Yes, even sitting Senators must get ballot signatures!”

● “If you’ve signed ballot papers for other candidates, you can still 

sign for Elizabeth!”

● “If you’re not sure if you’ve signed already, better safe than sorry!”

● “We won’t contact you unless you give us your phone or email!”



Step by Step Collection Process
● Introduce yourself

● Make the ask - “Can you please sign?”

● Confirm voter registration in the town of your nomination paper

○ Start a new paper with a new town if you can

● Confirm they are not registered as a republican

● Get their printed name/signature, and address

● If they love Elizabeth, ask if they want to volunteer!



Collection Tips

● Set a goal of two full sheets of signatures! Your sheets will fill up 
quickly.

● Don’t spend all your time on one person! Especially if they want to 
argue with you

● Ask for help when you need it! 

● The fastest way to get support is to join our online volunteer 
community



Done Collecting! What now?



Once You’re Done…

● Store the sheets at home somewhere safe - they’re like gold now!

● If you’re in our online volunteer community, you can let us know 
that you finished immediately!

● If not, we will call you within 1 week of the date you signed up

● We’ll either collect the papers from you, or ask you to turn them in 
to the town clerk’s office at city hall.

● Please don’t lose the papers! 
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Write messages here!



● Ask all your questions in this online community!

● Someone will answer your question within a few minutes

● We highly recommend bookmarking or saving this website!



● Replies to your messages will appear in 
“Threads” or under “Direct Messages”

● We have guides to help you understand 
Slack

● elizabethwarren.com/ballot



Online Community - Slack

● Elizabethwarren.com/ballot has the sign-up link

● We strongly recommend joining, especially if you’re new to this!

● Staff and trained volunteers will be in our community to help 
guide you.

● We have plenty of training materials on how to navigate Slack.



Final Notes



Final Notes

● All information is at elizabethwarren.com/ballot

● Get Nomination Papers using our Google Form

● Join our online volunteer community - Slack

● You’ll get a post-training email with lots of information



THANK YOU!



QUESTIONS?


