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Teacher Resource 2.1
Presentation Notes: The Lasting Impact of Events
Before you show this presentation, use the text accompanying each slide to develop presentation notes. Writing the notes yourself enables you to approach the subject matter in a way that is comfortable to you and engaging for your students. Make this presentation as interactive as possible by stopping frequently to ask questions and encourage class discussion.
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Event planners have been changing the way they do business so that their events cause less harm to the environment. More and more green options have emerged over the past 20 years, making it easier and cheaper to create environmentally friendly events. For example, online marketing and promotion saves paper; disposable plates and cutlery can be made out of recycled materials and recycled again. Many clients actively seek out event planners who take the environment into consideration. 
The term sustainable used to mean sustainable for the environment. But these days, the term means more than that in the field of event planning. Now it refers to the impact of an event on people and profit for the local community as well.


	Presentation notes 
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After all, events affect more than just the environment. They often affect more than just the people hosting the event and their guests. Large or public events have an impact on the community as a whole. The effect can be negative, but there is a trend toward events that benefit communities in both the short and long term. This new vision of sustainability encompasses environmental impacts as well as other critical considerations. 
For an event to be truly sustainable, it must exert a positive impact in three ways:
· Socially 
· Economically
· Environmentally
An easy way to think about this is that a truly sustainable event satisfies the three Ps: people, profit, and planet.

	Presentation notes
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One purpose of every event is to bring people together. Obviously events are designed for socializing! At the very least, the guests should have a good time. It is even better if the experience is personally meaningful to both the guests and the hosts. Friendships are made or strengthened at parties, for example. Attendees at business lunches make new contacts, and hosts of fundraisers sign up new volunteers and connect with donors. We have all heard stories of people who met their future spouse at a dance or a dinner party. When we think of the social aspect of events, these are the kinds of personal impacts we might first think of. 

	Presentation notes
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Let’s say a community center hosts a Family Halloween Night for the families in the surrounding neighborhood. This one event has a beneficial social ripple effect because of all the people it touches:
· The families who come to the event have fun, build memories, and meet other families in the neighborhood.
· The organizers of the event have worked together for many hours to make the event happen, building personal relationships throughout the process.
· People of all ages get involved as volunteers and get to know their neighbors.
· Vendors develop or strengthen business relationships with the community center.
· Staff at the local paper, radio, or TV station communicate with the community center to write stories about the event and publish photos. 
Even people who don’t attend or help out at the event are affected. They like knowing that this event occurred in their community and that families had a great time. Prospective families are more likely to move to a neighborhood that is actively involved with its residents. 

	Presentation notes
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Events can provide even more social benefits. Sporting events encourage fitness and a healthier lifestyle for the players and can help their families make healthier choices, too. 
Events can improve employability. For example, teens who volunteered at the Family Halloween Night now have something new to put on their resumes. Maybe they met local business people who hire summer interns or part-time help, which is an example of a networking social benefit. Actually, getting involved in events builds everyone’s skill sets.
People who are involved in one type of community event often find the experience so satisfying that they help out at others. A community is healthy when people enjoy volunteering and getting involved.
Many events are either directly or indirectly educational. At a farmer’s market, a shopper might learn about organic gardening practices from the people at the table selling local fruit and vegetables. At a basketball team dinner, a student learns of a scholarship to apply for. 
A successful event can change people’s perceptions of the place the event was held. It can create pride in the people who live there and make a lasting impression on different segments of society, such as children. 

	Presentation notes
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A sustainable event needs to be profitable—not just for the event planner and not just for fundraising events.
It also needs to have a positive economic impact on the community. Festivals, street fairs, holiday celebrations, and family events like the Halloween Family Night all involve paying for supplies, equipment, rentals, and food and beverages. The businesses that provide these goods and services tend to be local. In this way an event generates income for the local economy.
Many public events attract tourists, who spend money locally. Let’s say a couple on vacation attends a street fair. They will buy snacks and maybe some souvenirs at the street fair; but they are also paying for a room at a hotel, eating meals out, and shopping at other places in the community.
Local artists and musicians benefit from local events. Some may earn a substantial percentage of their income from playing at festivals or selling artwork at them.
Conversely, a place that does not hold these kinds of events can suffer economically. If it isn’t famous or historic, tourists are much less likely to come visit, and certain kinds of businesses aren’t likely to thrive.

	Presentation notes
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If an event is successful, it can become an annual occurrence. Cities or regions try to come up with events that are unique to their locale. The annual Lilac Festival in Rochester, New York, the Ice Fishing Competition in Brainerd, Minnesota, and the Jazz Festival in New Orleans, Louisiana, are examples of events that are special to a place. And if a city wants to bring in tourist money to its unique event, it will literally pave the way for that to happen. 
Cities make a range of investments to support these events. Roads in good condition, plenty of places for visitors to stay, reliable public transportation, clean public spaces, and a wide range of venues all encourage more people to come and enjoy events. These factors also encourage more events to be planned. And they can make a place enjoyable year-round for the residents. So the profit generated by an event spurs urban development and care for green spaces, which in turn brings in more events, further benefiting the local economy.
Successful events and physical improvements to a city boost people’s pride of place, which has a positive impact on visitors’ sense of the place as well. One reason people like to visit New Orleans is that the residents are unfailingly proud of their city and its wonderful festivals and celebrations. People and profit are linked in many indirect ways like these. 

	Presentation notes
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Events typically generate an incredible amount of garbage. A typical five-day conference with 2,500 attendees leaves behind over 90,000 beverage bottles and cans alone. Music festivals like Coachella and Lollapalooza generate tons of trash, between the event goers, the vendors, and the artists. Events also use a lot of energy and create pollution. There are over 2 million weddings every year…; imagine what a difference it would make if every wedding focused on recycling and energy efficiency!
A sustainable event protects the environment or improves it. It has taken a long time, but many traditional venues such as hotel banquet rooms and convention centers have finally become energy efficient and are focusing on reducing trash. Venues such as these are able to obtain LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) certification; by publicizing their sustainable practices, these venues may influence a host’s or an event planner’s decision to work with them.


	Presentation notes
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Lightning in a Bottle is an electronic music, yoga, and arts festival that takes place every year in Southern California. About 18,000 people attend every day over four days. It is the only festival in the US to earn the Greener Festival Outstanding Award for five years straight. 
How does it earn this award every year? It uses solar energy for much of its power. It builds stages from recycled materials. A team of over 100 volunteers ensures that garbage is collected and properly recycled. Many of the food vendors are local and serve organic fare. Attendees can buy carbon credits to offset the pollution they create to get to the event, and there are also rideshare buses from several cities where many attendees travel from. 
At the festival is a Temple of Consciousness where attendees can take seminars in all kinds of green-related subjects, like permaculture and ways to use less energy. Lightning in a Bottle has an entire web page devoted to its mission to be on the cutting edge of environmental care.
If a big music festival out in the middle of nowhere can accomplish its goal of creating a positive environmental impact, then any event can!

	Presentation notes
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In some cities, convention centers have made great efforts to go green. The photos above show two of the greenest convention venues in the US: the Oregon Convention Center in Portland (nighttime photo) and the Lawrence Convention Center in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania (daytime photo). Dallas, Anchorage, San Francisco, and Honolulu also have convention centers with strong green credentials, including solar panels, low-flow toilets that save water, and in-house caterers that use biodegradable cutlery and bowls made from cornstarch. 
When choosing food and beverages for an event, buy local to avoid the pollution created by shipping food in. Choose organic, fair trade, or vegetarian options, all of which are more sustainable. Compost food scraps, use biodegradable or reusable cutlery, and recycle all paper, plastic, and cans.
To save paper, promote events online and communicate with guests electronically. When you do need to use paper, buy recycled stock and make it easy for guests to recycle again.
Images are from Wikimedia Commons. Reproduced here under the terms of the Creative Commons license.

	Presentation notes
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Local governments and agencies recognize the potential of events to improve their regions by fostering a sense of community, generating profit for a wide range of local businesses, and caring for the environment (events can’t occur in spaces that are full of garbage or polluted). Careful planning ensures that events occur year-round and that the infrastructure is in place for a range of different events. Theaters, stages, sports arenas and fields, and safe areas of the city for street events are critical. Cities can offer guidance to organizations that want to hold events. They can create an efficient, easy process for event planners to book venues, hire staff, and buy supplies and equipment.
Done well, events can be a major contributor to urban renewal, which is at the forefront of city planner agendas. Festivals and events can bring back consumers to cities in this post-industrial era. They can expose residents to other cultures and motivate the city to create environmentally friendly public transportation options, like electric buses. 
An empty warehouse can be turned into artists’ studios, with a shared space for art openings. A weedy lot can become the site of a community garden that hosts a farmer’s market on the weekends. These are examples of the way events can bring new life to decaying spaces and improve the environment.

	Presentation notes



Teacher Resource 2.2
Assessment Criteria: Sustainable Event Proposal
Student Name:________________________________________________________________
Date:________________________________________________________________________
Using the following criteria, assess whether the student met each one.
	
	
	Met
	Partially Met
	Didn’t Meet

	The assignment includes an accurate summary of the situation and the client’s requirements and expectations.
	
	□
	□
	□

	The assignment proposes a creative but plausible event to fit the scenario.
	
	□
	□
	□

	The assignment clearly addresses all three Ps (people, profit, planet) in the proposed event.
	
	□
	□
	□

	The assignment is neat, legible, and presentable, and uses proper spelling and grammar.
	
	□
	□
	□



Additional Comments:
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Teacher Resource 2.3
Key Vocabulary: The Lasting Impact of Events
	Term
	Definition

	affluent
	Having a lot of money; wealthy.

	fair trade
	An organized social movement whose goal is to help producers in developing countries develop better trading conditions and promote sustainability. Participants believe in stricter social and environmental standards.

	illicit
	Forbidden by laws, rules, or custom.

	integrated pest management
	A more sustainable strategy for the long-term prevention of pests through a combination of techniques such as biological control, changing the habitat, modifying customs, and using pest-resistant varieties.

	monorail
	A railway that only has a single rail. It is usually elevated above the ground.

	pedometer
	A device that measures how many steps a person has taken.

	permaculture
	An ethical design system based on a set of principles and on natural processes whose goal is to help us live more sustainably by using less energy and fewer resources.  

	prospective
	Something that is expected to happen in the future.

	trade show
	An exhibition where companies in a particular industry can view the latest products, services, and trends.

	underwrite
	Undertake to finance, support, or guarantee something. In insurance, it means to guarantee payment in case of loss or damage.
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Events can create community well-being

Community events have social ripple effects by
creating connections that make a community stronger.
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Have you attended or volunteered at a community event like a
block party or a holiday celebration? Did you make new friends?
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Events can have long-lasting social effects
B

Events can improve...

* Understanding

* Perceptions of the host location
* Health

* Skills

* Employability

* Educational opportunity

e Interest in participating in a particular
activity
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Sustainable events benefit local economies

Tourists attending events contribute to the local economy
in many ways.

When you attended a public event, how did you spend money besides
the cost of your ticket? How do you think a place is affected if it rarely or
never hosts public events?
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Sustainable events encourage ongoing profitability

To bolster regular event attendance, cities devote funds
to improving infrastructure, which improves daily living
for the residents and entices new businesses to open.
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Typical events create trash and pollution
B

An average college football game produces 50-100
tons of waste. Most college football teams play 10-13
games a season.

Who generates trash and pollution besides the people
attending an event?
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There are many great ways to green an event
B

If a four-day festival with no running water or
electricity for 18,000 people a day can make a
positive environmental impact, any event can.
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Environmentally sensitive choices are easier now

* Choose environmentally responsible venues

¢ Connect with green caterers

* Use recyclable or compostable materials
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City planners use events to improve communities

ideas do you have for events that can make a lasting
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Events affect the local community in three ways
B

Socially (people) Environmentally (planet)

TN

Economically (profit)

What are some ways that an event could affect your community, in
both good and bad ways?
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Socializing at events provides a personal benefit

What important relationships have you formed at an event?
Which events have been especially meaningful to you?





