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Project Description
In this project, students evaluate global health threats and advocate for a single issue that needs attention based on ethical and practical considerations. The driving question of the culminating project is, “How can we develop a call to action to address a global health threat for an international summit?” Students describe their chosen health issue, explain why it is important, identify a geographic region particularly impacted by the issue, describe the epidemiology of the disease, present the determinants and impacts of the health threat, and make a case for addressing their health issue at the international health summit. Students also indicate interventions that are, or could be, successful means of addressing the health issue given cultural, socioeconomic, and ethical considerations. 
Students collaborate in groups of four for this project.
Project Launch
To launch the project, students are informed that a consortium of health organizations is going to hold an international health summit that will focus on the key health issues most in need of global attention over the next five years. In preparation for the summit, an expert panel must select the health issues that delegates will focus on during the summit. Project groups will submit their health issue to the expert panel for consideration, making a persuasive case for why their health issue is worthy of being a focus of the summit. The expert panel comprises medical doctors, doctors with leadership roles in the American Medical Association (AMA), public health strategists, politicians and government officials, academic researchers, stakeholders advocating for the issue, funders, and nongovernmental organization (NGO) directors. 
Project Components
Over the course of this project, students produce the following pieces:
Observations on environmental health issues that affect people throughout the world.
An examination of nutritional health issues that have a global impact.
Notes on the most compelling behavioral risk factors that are at the root of major global health issues.
An argument presenting the most compelling health issue related to environmental, nutritional, and behavioral risk factors. Examples might be:
The effects of secondhand smoke on the health of Eastern Europeans
The effects of low-lying swamps that breed mosquitoes carrying malaria in sub-Saharan Africa
A graphic organizer with a list of types of interventions that might be effective in addressing the health issue students have chosen for their project.
A self-running slideshow, created using PowerPoint, that is persuasive in nature and advocates for making the chosen health issue a topic for the international health summit. The slideshow includes an audio component, with narration to accompany each slide. The content includes:
A description of what the health issue is
The epidemiology of the disease/condition (determinants, occurrence, and distribution)
A description of the region(s) of the world impacted 
Quantitative evidence that the issue is worthy of attention (including graphs and charts)
A description of possible interventions that could be effective in eradicating the disease/condition
Information about one region that merits special focus and an explanation of why this region merits attention
Arguments explaining why it is important to address the issue:
· Quality-of-life issues
· A description of the people who are impacted: what place they have in society and how that impacts the spread or severity of disease
· How the health issue impacts the individual, the individual’s family, and the community, taking into consideration cultural, socioeconomic, and cultural determinants
· How the health issue impacts society at large (the economy, the standard of living, etc.) and what could happen if the impact were reduced (impact analysis)
· Why the issue is challenging
· How people have been trying to resolve the issue
Assessment
The self-running slideshow is assessed using a rubric for the project group.  
The argument that students write to advocate for the issue they chose is assessed using assessment criteria.
Advance Preparation
Most of the advance preparation is completed during the lessons in which students create a project component and is described in those lesson plans. In addition, there are two long-range factors to keep in mind:
You may need to line up NAF academy advisory board members to help you find professionals who will participate in the project. You will be asking experts to review student work, to come to the classroom to talk about their profession, and to participate in the expert panel for the students’ project presentations. 
You will need to decide whether you will hold the final presentations in your classroom or in another space, such as an auditorium or conference room. If the latter, book the date and time well in advance of the event. If you decide to hold the event outside of class, notify the students as soon as possible to avoid potential scheduling conflicts. 
Keep in mind that you will need equipment to play both the audio and visual components of the self-running slideshows. 






Lesson Overview
Below are the main milestones for this project, broken down according to the lesson in which they fall.
Lesson 1:
The culminating project is introduced so that students can begin the course with the end in mind. Students watch an example presentation and discuss the skills and knowledge they will need to gain during the course in order to create a similar project.
Lesson 8: 
Students learn about the culminating project. They review resources that explain how the project will be assessed and the expectations for working collaboratively with peers. 
Students generate observations about environmental health issues they have learned about and that they think most deserve immediate attention from the global health community. 
Lesson 9: 
Students carefully examine nutritional health issues that they have learned about and choose the ones that they think most deserve immediate attention from the global health community.
Lesson 10:
Students learn about behavioral health issues and take notes on the ones that they think are most pressing for the global health community to address.
Next, students submit their top three choices of issues they’d like to work on for their culminating project. Project groups of four students each are formed in part based on these preferences. In their groups, students decide on the one issue they will focus on for their culminating project.
Students work together to craft an argument about why this health issue is so important. The argument includes an explanation of the impacts, at both the individual and community levels, of major diseases associated with the health issue and the relationship of underlying determinants.
Lesson 12: 
At the end of this unit on interventions, groups explore how their knowledge of individual, systems, and community interventions could apply to their project health issue. Group members collaborate to create brief descriptions of interventions that could potentially be successful in addressing this health issue. 
Lesson 13: 
As a class, students watch and analyze an example of an effective self-running slideshow, and they receive further instruction on forming a persuasive argument. Group members then collaborate to produce more in-depth research on the determinants and impacts of their chosen health issue to form their most persuasive case. They outline the basic content and graphics for each slide in their presentation and then submit their outline for assessment.
Lesson 14:
Students create their self-running slideshow, including the narrative. As they create their presentation, they take into account any feedback on their outline that is applicable to their presentation. Students listen to each other’s presentations and give feedback based on the rubric that will be used to assess their work. 
Students practice introducing their presentation and showing their slideshow to an invited audience.
The class holds a mock review by an expert panel; the panel is tasked with selecting the health issues that delegates will focus on during the international health summit. The panel is made up of advisory board members and other professionals such as doctors, public health strategists, politicians and government officials, academic researchers, and NGO professionals. The audience for the presentation includes school administrators and teachers, community professionals, peers, and family.
The Culminating Project and NAFTrack Certification 
The culminating project is a required course assessment component for academies taking part in NAFTrack Certification. As students complete their culminating project, they upload a work sample for evaluation. The sample demonstrates students’ ability to apply the knowledge and skills they have learned throughout a course in an authentic way that is relevant to their academy’s industry theme.
If your students are participating in NAFTrack Certification, see below for the work sample(s) to keep in mind as your students work on this culminating project. Please note that the rubric used to assess the project in NAFTrack Certification is different from the project rubric used in the course instructional materials. 
For more detailed instructions, see this course’s NAFTrack Certification Course Guide, which is included in the NAFTrack Certification section of the course. 

Culminating Project Work Sample(s) for Global Health
Students must upload one work sample for evaluation. Learning objective codes are organized by unit, lesson, and unit learning objective (e.g., 1.3.8). The NAFTrack Certification Course Guide for this course lists the curriculum learning objectives and learning objective codes.
	Work Sample(s)
	Learning Objectives

	Global health initiative self-running slideshow (Student Resource 14.3, Teacher Resource 14.4)

	5.13.1: Display understanding of the underlying determinants, risk factors, and intervention strategies that form the basis of global health initiatives
5.13.3 Construct a persuasive argument in support of a global initiative on a selected health issue. 
5.14.4: Demonstrate the ability to present a proposal for the health issue that deserves to be the next global health initiative
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