Case Study: Gentrification and Community Impacts

Imagine that zoning laws and low property costs have led to the establishment of a number of pubs and fast-food restaurants in your neighborhood. In order to compete with each other, several have added outdoor entertainment venues open in the evening.  Others have extended the menu to include Yappy Hours for pets, which are welcome in the outdoor seating areas.
While the shops have been an important source of jobs for locals, including your sister and best friend, they come  with a number of unwelcome by products: noise, parking hassles, dog waste, and increased traffic. The last issue has become a major point of contention within the community because there was an attack by one of the visiting dogs and a pedestrian waking down the street.  The pedestrian needed 100 stitches to treat the wound at the hospital.  Also, clients attending the evening events snuck in alcoholic drinks, which though prohibited by both city ordinance and the shop, still resulted in a huge brawl which spilled over into the street, causing a traffic accident.
A number of your neighbors support a community redevelopment plan currently under consideration that would rapidly eliminate all of the pubs and restaurants, while promising more environmentally friendly industries such as boutique shops and upscale restaurants to replace them. They believe that an area which attracts a wealthier clientele will also increase area property values.  The plan looks good on paper. However, the new jobs would likely require skills that few in the community possess.  
The city mayor has asked you to prepare a cost-benefit analysis of the plan that considers the three following options and be prepared to present your calculations and recommendations at an upcoming council meeting:
· Enact the plan in its current form.
· Modify the plan so that the changes occur more slowly and include some money for career training for displaced local workers and renters who may not be able to afford the increased housing costs.
· Reject the plan as too disruptive to the local community.

Working in your teams complete the Cost-Benefits Analysis worksheet.  Then using one of the options included in your Choice Board prepare the presentation for the city council




