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AOIT courses require special computer equipment. The following is a list of the equipment that students will need to successfully complete the activities in this course. Not all equipment is needed in every class period. Please see the Advance Preparation note and the Equipment and Supplies section in each lesson plan for more details.
Minimum Equipment Required for This Course
At least one computer for every two students, with Windows installed (Windows 10 for PCWindows Vista, 7, or 8) 
Internet access for all computers
An LCD projector and screen
Microsoft Word and Microsoft PowerPoint for all computers
Another option is to use comparable tools that are free and accessible via the Internet. For example, students can use Google Docs or OpenOffice to create word processing documents and presentations online. 
A web browser (for example, Chrome, Firefox, or Internet Explorer, Firefox, Safari, or Chrome)
Microsoft Access 2019 or 2013, 2010, or 2007
All of the tutorials, screenshots, and instructions provided in this course are based on Access 2013. If you are using Access 2007 or 2010, you may need to alert students to some minor differences in navigation, but all of the Access features are the same. The sample database files provided with the course have been tested with Access 2013, 2010, and 2007.

If you are using a database management software package other than Access, you will need to adapt the lessons where Access is used extensively (in particular, lessons 3, 9, 10, and 11) so that the activities are compatible with your database management software. 	Comment by Gloria Jimenez: need to investigate	Comment by Gloria Jimenez: which version to test with
One of the following software packages, to be used for drawing entity-relationship (ER) models
Some of these softw are packages have a specific ER component; with others, you can use the standard drawing tools to draw entities and the relationships between them.
Dia 
This is a free, open source tool that has an ER component. It makes it easy to draw entities and relationships, but it’s a little harder to include attributes and keys. It’s good for some things, but it might seem limited because you can’t list the attributes under an entity.
CA ERwin Data Modeler Community Edition
This is a free version of ERwin Data Modeler from Computer Associates (CA). It is the same software that is used in many corporate IT organizations. This version is specifically for students and others who want to try an industrial-strength modeling tool. (The license will expire after one year.) It’s available only for the Windows platform. See http://www.ca.com/us/products/Product.aspx?ID=8242.
Microsoft Visio or Microsoft Visio Pro
Microsoft Visio is an excellent tool for creating diagrams. The Microsoft Visio Pro version includes a stencil for creating ER diagrams. The stencil makes it very easy to draw entities with their attributes and keys, to draw relationships between entities, and to identify the foreign keys in relationships.
Inspiration 
Inspiration is an educational software package that makes it easy to create all types of graphic organizers. If your students are used to working with this software package, they should have little difficulty using it effectively to create ER diagrams. See http://www.inspiration.com/Inspiration.
Adobe Photoshop
If your students have access to Adobe Photoshop, this tool can also be used to create the shapes and text needed for ER diagrams. If students are already proficient in using Photoshop to draw, this is a good option. Or, if students are proficient in using photo editing software like Photoshop but you do not have access to it in the classroom, you could use GIMP, which is open source photo editing software. GIMP is free and can be downloaded from the Internet.
Microsoft Word drawing tools
Microsoft Word’s drawing tools provide all of the shapes and text boxes required to create ER diagrams. 
Recommended Additional Equipment for This Course
More computers (one per student is ideal) with all of the required software
A printer available for students to use

Copyright © 2009–2014 NAF. All rights reserved.
Copyright © 2009–2014 NAF. All rights reserved.
