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Student Resource 16.1
Guide: Preparing for the Financial Literacy Fair 
Student Name:								 Date:		
Directions: Review the following information so that you are successful in your presentation. 
How Should I Prepare for the Financial Literacy Fair?
Know Your Topic Inside and Out
The purpose of this final project is to educate your audience, who will include students from other classes, high schools and junior high schools, NAF academy advisory board members, local business and civic leaders, teachers and administrators, and parents, on issues important to an individual’s understanding of personal finance. In order to do that you must know your topic and its relevance to individuals as well as to the finance industry. You have spent hours researching your topic and synthesizing your information. Make sure that you can express this information to others effectively.
Generate Interest
This is your final project for this class and an opportunity to interact with members of the community (including potential employers). You have worked hard on your project, and now it is time to share what you have learned. By sharing your opinions and research, you are educating others and generating interest in personal finance issues. Being knowledgeable and educated in this area can potentially change the course of a person’s life. Make sure that your trifold display is interesting and inviting—it should make people want to know more—and show enthusiasm for your subject.
Anticipate Questions
Be prepared to answer questions people unfamiliar with your topic area might have. Imagine that you are a guest viewing your booth for the first time. What specific areas would you want to know more about? 
Practice! 
Practice answering questions and discussing your topic with a partner and with your group. As you talk, be sure to make eye contact with your partner. Smile, stand tall but try to look relaxed (it might help you feel relaxed!), and speak slowly and clearly. Sometimes we talk too quietly and quickly when we are around unfamiliar people. If you sound too slow and loud to yourself, you are probably speaking so that people can hear and understand you. 
Student Resource 16.2
Assignment: Culminating Project Talking Points
Directions: The final component of your culminating project product is to create individual talking points that will complement and support the information on your trifold display and pamphlet. Creating talking points is an important skill that you will most likely use throughout your life no matter what profession you choose. 
Effective talking points organize and focus your thoughts and allow the key message that you want to convey to be communicated to your audience. Taking the time to create good talking points will allow you to be better prepared and increase your confidence during the Financial Literacy Fair. Before you begin, read through all of the instructions on this resource, and read the assessment criteria at the end to make sure you understand how your work will be assessed.
How to Write Talking Points
Having a set of clear, concise, and well-supported talking points will earn you the respect of your audience. As you begin the first draft of your talking points, make sure to keep your audience in mind.
Use the following steps to guide you as you create your first draft:
Your talking points should be based on the research that you’ve done. Refer to your trifold display and pamphlet, research notes, prior assignments, readings, and any other appropriate material. Remember that the purpose of your culminating project is to educate your audience on the importance of your topic. 
Begin by building four or five simple statements that revolve around your focus. After you have established these statements you can start accessing supporting material to explain and expand on your main points. Refer to your research guides and any other applicable material for supporting information on your topic.
By sticking to the facts and providing examples that support your statements, you can ensure that your talking points will be professional and your audience will trust the information that you are providing. 
Make sure your talking points go beyond just the information on your trifold display or pamphlet. Find interesting details, facts, or information you couldn’t fit on your materials and add that in to your talking points—it will keep the audience’s attention!
Carefully plan how your talking points will be organized. The first talking point should include a statement or two describing why the information that you are about to tell them is important and worthy of their time. After that, you should organize your talking points in order of importance. 
You may not use all of your talking points when you are speaking at the Financial Literacy Fair, because there are multiple people in your group and you all need to speak. However, you should prepare your notes as if you were going to give the presentation all by yourself. Imagine what would happen if one of your group mates got sick and couldn’t attend the fair! You need to be prepared.
Use short, easy-to-understand sentences and stay focused on your topic.
Your talking points do not have to be written in complete sentences, but make sure you write enough information that you remember what it is you want to say.



An Example
When you write talking points, think about good details and interesting ways to express your information so that the audience is truly listening and enjoying your part.
It’s not a good idea to just read your information from the trifold display or pamphlet. Why not? For one thing, if you are trying to read the trifold display, you will be standing with your back to the audience—not a good way to present! For another thing, the audience doesn’t want to stand there while you read exactly what’s being shown on the trifold display. They can read that for themselves. They want you to explain what it says in your own words and possibly to add a detail here or there that didn’t make it onto the displayed content.
The written talking points don’t include every word that you are going to say; they are really a list of reminders. When you write them, think about good details, statistics, additional information, and interesting ways to express your information so that the audience is truly listening and enjoying your part.
Here is an example of one student’s talking points. The project was on how to change what you eat in order to be healthy, and this student’s part was on drinks. 
- One can of Coke has the equivalent of six teaspoons of sugar in it
- The American Heart Association says that we should not have more than 6 teaspoons of sugar in total for the whole day (7 if you’re a guy)
- Rots your teeth; makes your blood sugar spike so you feel jittery and then tired when you crash
- If your body mass index is 30% or more it means you're overweight, and soda is one of the main reasons
- Instead, when you’re home drink:
	- Juice spritzers: describe how to make one
	- Tea, any kind. Even if you like it with sugar you will only use one teaspoon or less. Explain antioxidants.
	- Skim or 1% milk for protein and calcium for bones. Drinking milk at our age helps prevent our bones from breaking when we’re grandparents. Describe osteoporosis.
		- Ice water with a little lemon
Key Questions
Good talking points will also help you address important questions you can anticipate from your audience. For example, in the talking points above, the student could anticipate that someone might ask, What should I drink instead of soda? and the student had a good answer to that question.
In the space below, copy down the key questions your teacher has identified. Make sure these questions are answered in your talking points.






Make sure your assignment meets or exceeds the following assessment criteria:
The talking points are informative, accurate, and relevant; they communicate the topic to an audience effectively.
The information provided not only explains what is provided on the trifold display and pamphlet but also adds to it.
The talking points include statistics or data that support the main idea or central message.
The talking points address the key questions an audience member might be expected to ask.
The completed assignment is neat and easy to read.
Student Resource 16.3
Project Assessment: Individual Contribution
Student Name:___________________________________________________ Date:______________ 
Project Element:____________________________________________________________________
Directions: Use the first section to assess your own contribution to your culminating project. Then have your group members provide their input in the second section. Your teacher will use the last section to provide a final assessment.
My Assessment of Myself
	A description of the specific tasks I completed and how each contributed value to my group’s work:




	An assessment of my role as a team member: How I contributed to my group and how I could have done better:



	A list of changes I would make if I were to work on these tasks again:




My Group Members’ Assessment of Me
	Name
	If you agree with the above statements write “I agree,” or explain any assessments you disagree with.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


My Teacher’s Assessment of Me
	Glow
	Grow

	


	

	Final Evaluation
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