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Student Resource 13.1
Guide: Culminating Project Steps
Student Name:							 Date:			
Directions: Use this graphic to help you keep track of the steps you will need to take to finish up your culminating project.
Student Resource 13.2
Organizer: Topic Research
Student Name:							 Date:			
Directions: Use this organizer to help you do research on your project topic.
Getting Started
Our topic is….

What do people need to know about this topic? Explain it in one or two sentences, based on what you currently know. 


Research Questions
Use these questions to help you do research on your topic. You may not find information on all of these questions, but searching for them will help you find enough information to create your trifold display and your pamphlet.
What terms come up a lot when discussing this topic? Can you define those in your own words?
Why is this topic important? What is the risk involved in this topic? What can go wrong if someone doesn’t know about this topic?	
How can someone protect him or herself or manage the risk from this topic?
What images, charts, or graphs illustrate important details about this topic?
What real-life examples or case studies can you use to explain about this topic?
Some suggested websites for beginning your research include:
http://www.investopedia.com/   
http://finance.yahoo.com/
www.bettermoneyhabits.com 
https://www.khanacademy.org/economics-finance-domain/core-finance 


Taking Notes
Write your notes in the organizer provided below. Remember to cite your sources!
	Notes
	Source

	


	

	


	

	



	

	



	

	



	

	



	

	



	

	



	

	



	

	



	

	



	

	



	

	



	

	



	




Student Resource 13.3
Assignment: Culminating Project Pamphlet 
Student Names:							 Date:			
Directions: Now that your research is complete, it’s time to begin planning your pamphlet and trifold display. These two items need to work together to educate your audience effectively about your topic. The first step is planning your pamphlet.
Pamphlet vs. Display Board
Your pamphlet and display board need to be coordinated, but there are some important differences between them as well.
	Pamphlet
	Display Board

	Purpose: to give your audience specific information they can read or take with them
Provides in-depth information
Tells (words, descriptions, details) more than it shows (but still include some images!)
Tells the audience more about the specifics of the topic and how they can handle this issue
Gives the audience something to read once you’ve convinced them they are interested
	Purpose: to grab people’s attention, to attract people to your Financial Literacy Fair station
Offers highlights/key points/big ideas
Shows (charts, graphs, images) more than it tells (words, descriptions), but it still uses words
Shows the audience what your topic is
Gives them a reason to pick up the pamphlet

	Both

	Need to include some basic information (but avoid having the information overlap too much)
Need to have an attractive visual design that incorporates graphs, charts, and images
Need to look as if they belong together by using similar colors, fonts, and layout


Meet with your group to coordinate in general which information from your research will go into the trifold display, which will go into the pamphlet, and which will go into both project components.
Next, you should plan the specifics of your pamphlet. That will make it easier to plan your trifold display.
Planning the Pamphlet
Your pamphlet should provide your audience with in-depth information about your topic. Whereas your trifold display provides the viewers with an initial introduction to the topic and draws them in, the pamphlet is designed to offer your audience more extensive information that they can take with them and read later. 
Your pamphlet must follow a trifold format, which means you have six panels for content. Remember that the front of the pamphlet should be attractive and simple and should encourage the reader to pick it up. It should also include the names of the students in your group.
Use the following steps to guide you as you create the first draft of your pamphlet:
As a group, carefully review the information from your research guides, taxonomies, notebooks, prior assignments, readings, and any other applicable material. 
Discuss which information is best suited for your pamphlet. Remember that your readers will want to know why they should read the information that will be in the pamphlet. In other words, they will be asking themselves: How will this information benefit me? What should I do as a result of reading this pamphlet? Remember: a pamphlet needs to have a “call to action”―something the reader is going to do because he or she read your pamphlet. The example pamphlet tells people several steps they can take to maintain good credit or to improve their credit. It also gives them specific details, like the websites they can use to get their free credit reports.
Once you have established what information is the most appropriate for your pamphlet, create headings (and subheadings, if helpful) that will capture the readers’ attention and convey a central message that is appropriate for your topic. 
Follow the trifold format and draft a layout of your pamphlet. The layout should be functional as well as informational, and the material should be organized in a logical way. Use your headings as placeholders while you outline the rough draft of your pamphlet. 
Helpful Tips
Many people skim rather than read pamphlets, so the titles and headings that you create are very important. Do your best to make them grab the reader’s attention.
Make sure that your front cover is attractive and eye-catching and encourages the reader to pick it up.
Be consistent with your language and design. Your pamphlet should look professional, which will encourage your audience to trust the information that you provide. 
Keep the text easy to read. Using bullets to highlight specific information is acceptable, and be sure to eliminate unnecessary wording that clutters the page.
The purpose of a pamphlet is to not only convey information but also to encourage the reader to take some kind of action. Whether it is to open a savings account, create a budget, or become familiar with tax-savings strategies, the pamphlet should contain a section that clearly communicates a desirable benefit that can result from reading and acting upon the information provided.
A pamphlet is also a good place to include information that will take a little while to read, like the story about too much credit card debt on the example pamphlet.
Pamphlet Notes
Use this space to write down any additional information your teacher gives you about your pamphlet or anything else you notice about the example pamphlet. Then use the template provided to design a rough draft of your pamphlet with your group.

Student Resource 13.4
Assignment: Culminating Project Trifold Display 
Directions: Now that you have designed your pamphlet, it is time to consider your trifold display.
Pamphlet vs. Display Board
Your pamphlet and trifold display need to be coordinated. Some content will overlap, but much of it will be unique to either product.
	Pamphlet
	Display Board

	Purpose: to give your audience specific information they can read or take with them
Provides in-depth information
Tells (words, descriptions, details) more than it shows (but still include some images!)
Tells the audience more about the specifics of the topic and how they can handle this issue
Gives the audience something to read once you’ve convinced them they are interested
	Purpose: to grab people’s attention, to attract people to your financial literacy fair station
Offers highlights/key points/big ideas
Shows (charts, graphs, images) more than it tells (words, descriptions), but it still uses words
Shows the audience what your topic is
Gives them a reason to pick up the pamphlet

	Both

	Need to include some basic information (but avoid too much overlap!)
Need to have an attractive visual design that incorporates graphs, charts, and images
Need to look as if they belong together by using similar colors, fonts, and layout



Planning the Trifold Display 
By this point, your team will have created an outline for what information you will include in your pamphlet. Now you also need to consider your trifold display board. Remember that the purpose of your trifold display is to draw people to your booth and to convince them that they need to read your pamphlet!
Use the following steps to guide you as you create the first draft of your trifold display board:
Create a title and some headings you can use to organize your trifold display. Your title should be similar, if not identical, to the title of your pamphlet. Some of your headings can be the same, but remember not to repeat all the same information in both places! 
Draft a layout of your trifold display. The layout should be functional as well as informational, and the material should be presented in a logical and organized manner. Use your title and headings as placeholders while you sketch the rough draft of your trifold display. 
Your trifold display should use a lot of charts, graphs, or images. Think about good topics that people will care about. What can you show an audience member to convince him or her to pick up your pamphlet and read it? You may want to include current issues affecting your topic, such as new laws and regulations, cautions, traps and scams, and/or other consumer awareness points. Stay focused on the “what” of your topic―leave the “how to fix it” or other call to action tips for the pamphlet.
Remember your audience and choose the information that is the most relevant.
Keep it professional. You can be creative, but don’t overdo it. Frilly borders, fancy fonts, too much color, and pop-ups are not appropriate for a professional setting. 
Think about where the viewer will look. Headings and subheadings should be readable from at least two feet away, and remember that the size of the text can indicate a subject’s importance. 
Keep your titles and headings short, and don’t crowd too much information on your trifold display.
Eliminate redundant or unimportant information. You will naturally have some overlap between your trifold display and your pamphlet, but don’t put 90% of the same information in both places.
Use only graphics, tables, charts, and quotes that help explain or support your main points.

Trifold Display Notes
Use this space to write down any additional information your teacher gives you about your trifold display or anything else you notice about the example trifold display. Then use the template provided to design a rough draft of your trifold display with your group.

Choose a topic.


Do research.


Review the rubrics and the examples.


Create a first draft of your pamphlet and  display board.


Get peer feedback.


Create your final draft.


Write your talking points.


Present your work at the Financial Literacy Fair!


Practice responding to questions.


Plan which content goes in the pamphlet and display board.
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