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Lesson 16 Project Presentation and Course Closure
AOF Principles of Finance
Lesson 16
Project Presentation and Course Closure
In this lesson, students make final preparations and present their culminating projects to an invited audience at a financial literacy fair. This special occasion is a fitting demonstration of how much they have learned about finance, working in groups on a long-term project, and making professional presentations. This lesson also gives students an opportunity to consider their class experience: what they learned, what they produced, and how their ideas about finance may have changed during the course. Finally, students articulate their thoughts about the course in a written reflection.
Advance Preparation 
This lesson includes the Financial Literacy Fair, where students present their trifold displays, pamphlets, and talking points. The exhibition should be a major event with an invited audience. (See Teacher Resource 16.1, Guide: Planning for the Financial Literacy Fair, for the details of how to prepare for the event.) If you plan to schedule this event outside school hours, be sure to let students and their families know the date and time well in advance so that as many people as possible may attend. 
By setting up the Financial Literacy Fair outside of class time, you will allow other teachers, students from other classes, working parents, and community members to attend. Holding it outside of school hours may also free up some locations (gymnasium, cafeteria, library, etc.) on the school campus that would otherwise not be available. An important option to consider is holding the fair in a large lobby, indoor courtyard, or other public space so that other students in the school (or at least the whole AOF academy) get to peruse the displays and learn about financial literacy.
If students took home their trifold display after Lesson 13, make a space in the classroom where students can store their displays throughout this lesson and until the Financial Literacy Fair takes place.
Before Class Period 2, compile a short list of questions that you would like all students to be able to answer about their project topic, such as, Why is this topic important? or What is your number-one piece of advice about this topic? Determine the best way to share your list of questions with students (e.g., by creating a handout, by posting them on the board or projecting them).  
This lesson is expected to take 5 class periods.
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Lesson Framework
Learning Objectives
Each student will:
Demonstrate the ability to respond to questions about a presentation
Evaluate personal experience and performance in the course
Monitor personal success in learning the key principles of finance
Summarize key learning across the whole subject of finance
Academic Standards
The relevant Common Core State Standards are too extensive to list here but are an important basis for this lesson. For details, please refer to the separate document “Correlations to the Common Core Standards” (available in the Course Planning Tools section of the course materials).
Use a rational decision-making process as it applies to the roles of citizens, workers, and consumers (NBEA National Standards for Business Education 2013, Personal Finance I, Personal Decision Making)
Assessment
	Assessment Product
	Means of Assessment

	Written talking points to be delivered at the Financial Literacy Fair (Student Resource 16.2)
	Assessment Criteria: Culminating Project Talking Points (Teacher Resource 16.3)


Prerequisites
General familiarity with the basic concepts of finance (budgeting, spending, saving, retirement, loans, insurance, risk, and investing) 
General knowledge of some common financial institutions such as banks, credit unions, insurance companies, and savings and loans
General familiarity with some of the basic products and services that are offered by financial institutions (loans, credit cards, financial planning services, savings accounts, checking accounts, and investment services)
Ability to describe ways financial knowledge can be applied to real life
Ability to explain how financial institutions benefit individuals, businesses, and the economy
Understanding of capital and its importance to financial institutions
Ability to distinguish among income, expenses, cash flow, and wealth
Ability to describe the purpose for setting financial goals
Ability to identify the components of a personal budget and strategies for staying within it
Ability to define credit and explain its purpose
Ability to identify general principles for practicing successful personal finance
Ability to explain common investment concepts
Completed working drafts for the required culminating project products (trifold display, pamphlet, and talking points)
Instructional Materials 
Teacher Resources
Teacher Resource 16.1, Guide: Planning for the Financial Literacy Fair
Teacher Resource 16.2, Feedback Form: Culminating Project
Teacher Resource 16.3, Assessment Criteria: Culminating Project Talking Points
Student Resources
Student Resource 16.1, Guide: Preparing for the Financial Literacy Fair 
Student Resource 16.2, Assignment: Culminating Project Talking Points
Student Resource 16.3, Project Assessment: Individual Contribution
Equipment and Supplies
Blackboard, whiteboard, or flip chart 
Additional copies of Teacher Resource 16.2, Feedback Form: Culminating Project, for invited guests to complete
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Lesson Steps
	Step
	Min.
	Activity

	
	
	class period 1

	1

	30
	Think, Group, Share: Planning a Successful Financial Literacy Fair
In this activity, students begin thinking about ways to make their culminating project as interesting and relevant as possible.
Point out that in this lesson students will participate in the Financial Literacy Fair (note that your literacy fair may take place outside of your regular class schedule and advise students accordingly). Students will have an opportunity to partake in a professional event where their knowledge of their topic can be showcased. Explain to the class that the financial literacy fair will resemble a school science fair or industry trade show, where people showcase their results, products, services, and/or ideas. Whether an educational or industry event, individuals or companies are given a table or booth and must utilize this area effectively to create an appealing space that will attract visitors.
Make it clear that students should dress in business attire and make sure that their trifold displays and pamphlets are in good condition. In this lesson, students will be writing talking points, which they will deliver during the fair.  
Explain to the class that during the fair they will also be receiving feedback from their classmates and other audience members. Refer students to Teacher Resource 16.2, Feedback Form: Culminating Project, review the form with the class, and answer any questions.
Next, inform the class that in order for all students to have the opportunity to view each other’s projects, teams will be displaying their booths in two separate shifts. Explain how the day will proceed:
Half the class will circulate with the audience during the first half of the fair; the other half will remain at their booths. At the halfway point, you will signal students to switch. (You may randomly choose which groups will be presenting first or second, ask groups to volunteer, or use another preferred method to determine the order.)
Student audience members will fill out the feedback forms (Teacher Resource 16.2) for the presentations they view. Request that they hand in completed forms to you. 
Ask students if they have any questions about the formalities of how the financial literacy fair will work. 
With these arrangements in mind, pose the following questions to the class: 
If you were to attend a finance fair, what type of booth would you like to visit? 
How can you make your booth as interesting and informative as possible? 
Ask students to get into their culminating project group and discuss the questions. Once groups have had time for discussion, call on groups to share their thoughts with the class. Create a list on the board of appropriate responses. 

	2
	20
	Culminating Project Work: Financial Literacy Fair Preparation
Students take this opportunity to get their materials ready for the Financial Literacy Fair, which will take place later in this lesson. 
Review Student Resource 16.1, Guide: Preparing for the Financial Literacy Fair, with the class. This resource covers some basic information that students should be aware of before the fair occurs. Next, redistribute the trifold displays (if you kept them). Explain that the students’ next task will be to look over their trifold display and their pamphlet to make sure everything is in good shape. This is not a time for students to revise their work—the trifold displays and pamphlets have already been evaluated. It is a time when students can fix up any minor issues they notice. Encourage them to proofread their materials one more time and to fix any minor damage that may have happened to their trifold displays over the week(s) of storage time.
Acknowledge that not all groups will need to take much time for repair/finishing touches. Tell students if they feel their materials are ready for the fair they should come speak with you. You can have them begin working on their talking points, using Student Resource 16.2, Assignment: Culminating Project Talking Points, as a guide.
At the end of the class period, let students know that they will have no additional class time to work on their pamphlets or trifold displays. They will spend class time writing and rehearsing their talking points before the financial literacy fair later in this lesson.

	
	
	CLASS PERIOD 2

	3
	35
	Culminating Project Work: Peer Feedback
This activity allows students to get feedback on their culminating project products from their peers. Groups may then make any final changes or adjustments based on the feedback provided. This activity also focuses on the following college and career skills:
Asking appropriate and effective questions
Developing awareness of one’s own abilities and performance
Before beginning this class period, create a short list of questions that you would expect all students to be able to answer about their project, and determine the best way to share those questions with the class.
Begin the class period by assigning two groups to work together. Explain to the class that they will be working with another group to prepare for the Financial Literacy Fair. Instruct groups to place their completed trifold display and pamphlet in a designated area of the classroom so that each pair of groups has its own specific space. 
Tell students that each of them should be prepared to talk about the section of the project that he or she worked on the most. Remind students that in Lesson 13 they divided up the work so that each student specialized in a particular aspect of the topic and/or section of the pamphlet or trifold display. During the Financial Literacy Fair, they will need to speak about that section, and all students will need to be prepared to answer questions. The questions that students receive now will help them write their actual talking points during the next class period.
Allow the groups to take a brief moment to review who will speak about what topic or portion of their materials. This was already planned out during Lesson 13, so it should just be a reminder at this point.
One group should present its trifold display and while the other group acts as the audience. When the first presentation is over, the group that is acting as the audience should ask the key questions, which you shared with students at the beginning of the class period, as well as any other questions they think an audience member might have 
The audience group should provide feedback using the following prompts:
Two things I liked about your project materials….
Two things I thought you could improve about your project materials….
Two things I liked about your talking points and response to questions….
Two things I thought you could improve about your talking points and response to questions….
The group that just presented its materials should take notes but not argue with the feedback. They can ask questions if the feedback is confusing. The groups should then switch, until each group has had an opportunity to show off its trifold display and pamphlet. 
After both groups have had an opportunity to present their trifold display and pamphlet, ask groups to separate from their feedback partners. Have groups individually review the comments from their peers and use them to make any adjustments. They will use this feedback in the next class period to write and finalize their talking points.

	4
	15
	Assessment: Individual Contributions 
In this activity, students reflect on their own performance and on the performances of the rest of their culminating project team.
Read and review the directions for Student Resource 16.3, Project Assessment: Individual Contribution, with the class. Explain that students will now reflect on their own contribution to, and involvement in, their culminating project work. Once students have completed the first portion of the assessment, they will assess the performance of the other members of the project group. Have students exchange Student Resource 16.3 with the other members of their groups, until they have all commented on one another's contribution to the project.
Give students the remainder of the period to complete the resource. Instruct the class to turn in their assessments to you as they are completed. 

	
	
	CLASS PERIOD 3

	5

	35
	Culminating Project Work: Writing Talking Points
Students prepare and then finalize their talking points for the Financial Literacy Fair.
Instruct students to read over Student Resource 16.2, Assignment: Culminating Project Talking Points. Make sure students understand that talking points are not a formal, written-out speech but rather key points that they want to be sure to mention about their topic. Look over the example topic points provided in Student Resource 16.2. Review the assessment criteria and answer any questions. Also have students think back to the questions they received from their peers during the previous class period.
Call students’ attention to the list of key questions you have already generated and shared with them in the previous class period. Make sure students understand that every student should be able to answer each of these questions about their project topic. Address any confusion or misunderstanding students may have about the key questions.
Ask students to begin formalizing their talking points based on the notes and materials they have with them, including their peer feedback from the previous class period. Allow at least 10 minutes for students to write. Then give students permission to move into their project group so they can work together to refer to the materials they have to share (such as the trifold display). Remind students that each of them needs to write his or her own talking points. While there will naturally be a certain amount of overlap between group members (since they are discussing the same topic), students should not be working together to write their talking points. It’s important that each student has talking points in his or her own words that best address the kinds of questions he or she expects to receive at the fair.
When approximately 20 minutes remain in the class period, ask students to finish up their work. Tell them that they will need to complete their talking points for homework.

	6
	15
	Discussion: Financial Literacy Fair Final Preparation
Students have a final opportunity to ask questions and review the preparatory steps they still need to complete before the fair takes place.
Take the last few minutes of class to briefly review any procedures you want students to follow (such as when and where to set up their materials, how many copies of their pamphlet you expect them to provide, and so on). Make sure students remember that they should be dressed professionally for this event. If necessary, review expectations about proper behavior.
Also let students know that you will be collecting their talking points at the end of the Financial Literacy Fair. If students feel their points need further revision, they need to do that for homework. Encourage students to look again at the assessment criteria on Student Resource 16.2 for guidance.

	
	
	CLASS PERIOD 4

	7
	50
	Culminating Project Work: Financial Literacy Fair	
The Financial Literacy Fair allows students to be recognized in front of an audience for their financial knowledge. It gives them an opportunity to teach fellow classmates and the community about issues critical to a person’s understanding of finance as well as to practice talking with professionals in the industry. The exhibition focuses on the following college and career skills: 
Demonstrating teamwork and collaboration
Demonstrating precision and accuracy in communications
Demonstrating the ability to speak effectively
Before the big event, make sure that feedback forms (Teacher Resource 16.2) are available and remind guests (and students) to complete a form for each booth that they visit. At the end of the period, collect the feedback forms and make a general announcement thanking all of the invited guests for their time and participation. 
Note: This event may happen outside of class time rather than during a class period.
After the Financial Literacy Fair, collect the talking points and assess them using Teacher Resource 16.3, Assessment Criteria: Culminating Project Talking Points. Before the next class period, review the feedback forms by group for any inappropriate comments. 

	
	
	CLASS PERIOD 5

	8
	15
	Culminating Project Work: Reviewing Peer Feedback	
This activity provides students with an opportunity to review and discuss peer feedback in their project groups.
Ask students to move into their groups for one last time. Distribute the completed feedback forms and ask groups to review and discuss the comments from their peers as well as from the community members. After students have reviewed the feedback as a group, lead a discussion by presenting students with the following question: 
How well did we, as Academy of Finance students, educate our families and fellow students about issues critical to a person’s financial literacy? In other words, thinking back on your feedback, what were some of the most effective techniques that you used to deliver your message about your topic?
Give groups a few moments to discuss the question, and then invite groups to share their answers with the class. 

	9
	35
	Write, Group, Share: Looking Back on the Whole Course
This activity provides a final opportunity for students to reflect on what they have learned in the course.
Ask students to write brief responses in their notebook to three of the following prompts:
What did you think of your group’s work on the project? What grade would you give your group?
What kind of contribution did you make to your group? What grade would you give your part of the project?
What did you expect to learn in this course?
What are the most important things you learned in this course?
How has your understanding of the financial planning industry changed during this course?
What do you most want to remember about your experience in this course?
What is your overall evaluation of this course? Explain.
Once students have had some time to individually respond to three of the prompts, divide students into groups to discuss their responses. Use the last 5–10 minutes of class to allow students to share some of their comments with the class. If you have any final comments for the class, take this time to share those as well.


Extensions
Content Enrichment
Ask students to organize their thoughts about the course once more. This time, however, ask them to comment specifically on which parts of the course they liked the most, which they thought were most difficult, which they wished they had more time to complete, and so on.
Encourage them to create a list of ideas, recommendations, and improvements they would make if they had to teach the course the following semester, and have them organize these suggestions into categories for presentation.
STEM Integration
Technology: Consider asking students to use their smartphones or cameras to film two or three other group presentations during the half of the fair when they are participating as audience members. After the fair, have them edit their video using an online tool like EDpuzzle (www.edpuzzle.com) or Wideo (www.wideo.co). If time allows, review the recordings as a class.
Additional Cross-Curricular Ideas
· All other subjects: Tell students to ask other teachers if an end-of-term summary and evaluation would be valuable in their courses. Students can write a letter to another teacher that makes the case for such an activity.
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