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AOF Business in a Global Economy
Lesson 14
Project Presentation and Course Closure
In this lesson, students conduct final preparations and present their culminating projects to an invited audience. This special occasion is a fitting demonstration of how much students have learned about global business by working in groups on a long-term project and making professional presentations. This lesson also allows students to consider their class experience: what they learned, what they produced, and how their ideas about the global marketplace may have changed during the semester. After group and class discussions, students articulate their thoughts about international business.
Advance Preparation
Before beginning this lesson, assess your students’ comfort level with PowerPoint. If your students are not familiar with the program, you will need to allow additional class time to introduce them to the basics of the program. You may wish to use the tutorials suggested in the Enrichment section.
In Class Periods 3 through 5, students will need computers with Microsoft PowerPoint or similar presentation software (one for each student). In Class Period 5, they will also need a printer to make a copy of their presentation.
You may wish to set up the final presentation outside of class time (instead of during Class Period 6) to allow other teachers to attend and students from other classes, working parents, and community members. Holding the presentation outside of school hours may also free up some locations on the school campus that would otherwise not be available (cafeteria, gymnasium, library, etc.). It can also free up a class period within the lesson.
Invite interested adults, professionals in the industry, and/or NAF advisory board members well in advance to act as Tesla board members for the presentations. 
This lesson is expected to take 7 class periods.
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Lesson Framework
Learning Objectives
Each student will:
Demonstrate the ability to give a professional presentation
Display understanding of the elements of an effective PowerPoint presentation
Monitor personal success in learning about international business
Summarize key learning from across the project and the whole subject of international business
Academic Standards
The relevant Common Core State Standards are too extensive to list here but essential for this lesson. For details, please refer to the separate document “Correlations to the Common Core Standards” (available in the Course Planning Tools section of the course materials).
Use a rational decision-making process as it applies to the roles of citizens, workers, and consumers (NBEA National Standards for Business Education 2013, Personal Finance I, Personal Decision Making)
Assessment
	Assessment Product
	Means of Assessment

	Culminating project presentation 
	Rubric: Culminating Project Presentation (Teacher Resource 14.1)


Prerequisites
Basic working knowledge of Microsoft PowerPoint or similar presentation software
Completed drafts of SWOT analysis poster, marketing mix proposal, and ethics memo 
Instructional Materials 
Teacher Resources
Teacher Resource 14.1, Rubric: Culminating Project Presentation
Teacher Resource 14.2, Presentation: Example Project (separate PowerPoint file)
Student Resources
Student Resource 14.1, Memo: Culminating Project Presentation
Student Resource 14.2, Feedback Form: Culminating Project Presentation
Equipment and Supplies
Blackboard, whiteboard, or flip chart
Chart paper and markers
LCD projector and computer for PowerPoint presentation 
Computers with PowerPoint or similar presentation software (one student per computer)
Student Resource 9.5, Guide: International Expansion Project Steps (optional)
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Lesson Steps
	Step
	Min.
	Activity

	
	
	class period 1

	1
	25
	Culminating Project Work: Project Requirements
In this activity, students receive their final memo from the Tesla executive, outlining what and how the teams will present to the Tesla board of directors. 
Refer students to Student Resource 14.1, Memo: Culminating Project Presentation. Ask students to read it individually and then meet with their project team to prepare a What We Know list about it. Ask the teams to choose a member to record their ideas. If students have Internet access, another option is to use a cloud-based application like Google Docs to upload, edit, review, and store documents as a group.
Then invite them to share their lists, which should include the following information:
They will be giving the Tesla board a PowerPoint presentation.
The presentation should summarize their global market entry strategy recommendations in 10 slides.
Each slide needs to have explanatory notes.
Each slide should contain the required elements outlined in the memo. 
Graphics and pictures can help the slides be more explanatory.
Each team member has to present.
Each team member is appropriately dressed (business professional or casual professional).
Answer any questions students have before providing them with the presentation date for the project. Tell them that before they begin working on their presentations, they will have a chance to view an example of one in the next class period. 

	2
	25
	Analysis: What Does a Good Project Look Like?
This activity gives students a chance to think about what qualities of a market-entry strategy stand out for a client. 
Before class begins, post three sheets of chart paper around the room. On each sheet of chart paper, write one of the following prompts:
What elements of your presentation do you think are most important to the Tesla board of directors? Why?
What don’t specific details from the project need to be included in the presentation? Why?
What will a good presentation look like?
Leave two or three markers near each sheet of chart paper. To ease congestion during this activity, you can post two or three sheets of chart paper per question since each team will need access to each station, and more than one group will be at a station at a time. Assign one or two teams to a sheet of chart paper. Ask the teams to read the prompt and write an answer on the chart paper. Emphasize that these should be brief responses. If there are differences of opinion within a team, students may write down more than one response.
Allow the teams two or three minutes to respond to the prompts. Then have the teams switch to the next piece of chart paper. Again, direct students to read the prompt and write an answer on the chart paper or add to the answer already there. Repeat this process a third time so that each team has a chance to respond to every prompt.

	
	
	class period 2

	3
	15
	Discussion: Presentation Rubric
This activity allows students to review the assessment criteria for their presentations and compare them with their thoughts from the previous activity.
Before class begins, make two copies of Teacher Resource 14.1, Rubric: Culminating Project Presentation, for each student. Distribute the copies and explain that the rubric will be used to assess the presentations. Ask students to work in their teams to read over the rubric and identify any questions about it. Answer their questions, and then ask students to find which categories of the rubric cover the ideas they wrote on the chart paper. For example, if the students wrote “All the slides are easy to read” on the chart paper, they would identify the Visual Design category of the rubric; if they wrote “Everyone knows their parts,” they would identify the Presentation Preparedness category. Ask students to share their ideas and make sure students understand that all of these categories contribute to the overall assessment of their presentations.
Let students know they will have an opportunity to review an example presented in the next activity. 

	4
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	35
	Culminating Project Work: Presentation Example Review
Students apply their thoughts on what needs to be included in a presentation and what makes a good presentation by analyzing an example. This activity focuses on the following college and career skills:
Developing awareness of one’s abilities and performance
Thinking critically and systemically to solve complex problems
Explain that students will now have an opportunity to view an example PowerPoint presentation, the same one used in the culminating project example video they viewed in Lesson 1. Now that they are more familiar with the project tell them that this is their chance to identify the elements that make up a good presentation.
Ask students to keep their presentation rubric (Teacher Resource 14.1) before them as they view the presentation. While they view the presentation, ask them to make notes to answer the following questions in their notebook:
How well does this presentation meet the criteria in the rubric?
What elements make up a good presentation?
Present Teacher Resource 14.2, Presentation: Example Project (separate PowerPoint file) to the class. Depending on your situation and preferences, options for using this presentation with your students include presenting this teacher resource as a PowerPoint slideshow using an LCD projector or printing out the pages as a reading.
When the presentation is finished, give each project group a few minutes to share their notes with their group members. Then lead a class discussion by asking each group to contribute a few ideas of the elements in a good presentation. Record their ideas on the blackboard, whiteboard, or flip chart. If students don’t come up with the following elements on their own, guide them to the importance of the following:
Title page 
Coverage of the SWOT analysis
Information about the target market
Strategy recommendations for the four Ps of marketing
Ethical considerations
Questions that must still be answered
In addition to these parts of the presentation, encourage students to think about layout, graphics, and notes and write down tips they can use as they develop their presentation. For example:
The presentation makes use of photographs and other graphics.
Each slide title sums up the main point of the slide.
The text on the slide is simple and in bullet-point format; details are included in notes.
The style of text is consistent across slides; graphic elements also incorporate an overall stylistic consistency.
The flow of content helps the audience follow recommended strategies.
Transitions between team members are smooth and have been rehearsed.
Answer any questions about the example presentation. If students are not familiar with PowerPoint, now is the time to go over how students will learn this program. Point out that students will be putting together their presentations during this lesson, but next, they will be planning how the work will get done. 

	
	
	CLASS PERIOD 3

	5
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	50
	Culminating Project Work: Planning the Presentation
After acquiring a thorough understanding of what constitutes an excellent presentation in the previous period, students work on their projects. This activity focuses on the following college and career skills:
Locating, evaluating, and applying information
Utilizing time efficiently when managing complex tasks
At the start of the class, ask students to sit with their team and return all the previously completed project assignments. Ask students to read over any teacher comments to make sure they understand them. Clarify any necessary information. 
After students have had a few minutes to look over their work, ask them to review their What We Know lists based on Student Resource 14.1, Memo: Culminating Project Presentation. You may also wish to have students look at Student Resource 9.5, Guide: International Expansion Project Steps, and point out where they are on the graphic. Explain how the What We Know lists and memo will help them assess how well their project is coming together as they go along.
Next, ask students to discuss and decide which team members will work on which slides. Remind them that the presentation work should be split up equitably. Each group member will be responsible for creating an equal number of PowerPoint slides (or as close to equal as possible) and presenting them to the Tesla board of directors. Ask teams to begin by deciding who will be responsible for which of the 10 project slides. Assign students to computers.
Once they have equitably distributed the work, instruct students to work independently and gather the information they need for their slides. Tell them to think carefully about what goes on each slide (the visual presentation element) versus what the presenter will say for each slide (the speaker’s notes). 
After students have considered the content of their slides, instruct them to reconvene as a team and collectively choose the visual and stylistic components for the slides. Questions for them to consider: 
What kind of style is most appropriate for both the Tesla car business and the country we have considered?
What kind of font and background to the slides best represents the look and feel we want to express?
What extra elements would we like to try and find to intensify our style and increase the appeal of our presentation? 
Once these decisions have been tentatively reached, let students know they will apply these visual and stylistic components to the slides they begin creating in the next class period.

	
	
	class period 4

	6
[image: ]
[image: ]
	50
	Culminating Project Work: Putting the Presentation Together
Students begin to design their parts of the presentation.
Begin the class by assigning each student to a computer. Ask students to look over Student Resource 14.1, Memo: Culminating Project Presentation, and their What We Know lists, paying particular attention to the specific slide or slides they will be responsible for. Direct them to work on creating their slides using the example project as a guide. Remind students that the slides give an overview of the critical information and that more details should be placed in the speaker’s notes. It is these speaker’s notes that they will use when they present to the Tesla board of directors. Circulate and help students decide on the content of their slides and speaker’s notes as they work. 
When approximately 35 minutes have passed, ask students to stop and review Teacher Resource 14.1, Rubric: Culminating Project Presentation. Ask students:
How well does your part of the presentation match up to this rubric?
Encourage students to make any necessary changes to their slides and answer any questions. Give students the rest of the class period to work on their slides. At the end of the class period, let students know they will be putting together a rough draft of their presentation at the start of the next period. They should complete any unfinished elements of the slides that are their responsibility for homework.

	
	
	CLASS PERIOD 5

	7
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	15
	Culminating Project Work: Putting the Presentation Together (Continued)
This activity has students compile their slides into a rough draft of their presentations.
Ask students to merge their slides in the proper order into a rough draft of their entire presentation. Depending on your school’s technology, you may ask students to do one of the following:
Share project files with a service such as Dropbox or Google Drive, and then have one group member put together the presentation and print it out.
Email their slides to one group member, have them put together the presentation, and print it out.
Use a flash drive or portable drive to transfer the files to a single computer, put the presentation together, and print it out.
Print out individual slides and put together a copy of the presentation on paper.
However they do it, ask each team to create a single printed copy of their in-progress presentation. Make sure that the printed copy is in Notes view so that students can see both the slide design and the speaker’s notes.
Remind students that this is a rough draft and that they won’t be taking time to finish or revise the slides until after they receive peer feedback.

	8
	20
	Culminating Project Work: Presentation Peer Feedback
Students gather feedback on their in-progress work.
Ask each team to trade its presentation with another team. Distribute additional copies (if necessary) of Teacher Resource 14.1, Rubric: Culminating Project Presentation, and ask students to use the rubric to assess the other team’s presentation.
In addition to using the rubric, ask students to write some comments to help their classmates finish the presentations. Post the following prompts on the board or a sheet of chart paper:
We didn’t understand….
We were wondering if you might try….
Did you consider…? (to provoke additional thoughts about slide modifications)
We liked how you….
Encourage students to write a few constructive comments, as a team, on one copy of the rubric, and then have them return it and the rough draft of the presentation to the team that created it.

	9
	15
	Culminating Project Work: Presentation Polishing
Students review their peer feedback and make plans to complete their projects outside of class.
Give each team time to review their peer feedback and discuss the following:
What do we still need to do to make this an excellent presentation?
Remind students that they will not have any additional class time to work on their presentations. If students have limited home-computer access, share some suggestions for how they might finish the assignment outside of class or adjust future lessons to allow additional in-class time to work on the presentations.
At the end of the lesson, collect the in-progress presentations and assess using Teacher Resource 14.1, Rubric: Culminating Project Presentation. Return the rough drafts and rubrics as soon as possible to provide students additional guidance while they put together their final presentation.

	
	
	class period 6

	10
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	50
	Culminating Project Work: Final Presentation
This exhibition allows students to be recognized in front of an audience for their international business knowledge and communication skills. It allows them to recommend an entry strategy into the global market to the Tesla board of directors. 
Prepare a table for the board members to sit at while they watch the presentations. Ask teams to present one at a time, returning to their place in the audience when they are finished presenting. Provide copies of Student Resource 14.2, Feedback Form: Culminating Project Presentation, for all students and guests, and ask them to complete the forms for each team’s presentation. At the end of the period, collect the feedback forms and make a general announcement thanking all the guests for their time and participation. 
Assess the presentations using Teacher Resource 14.1, Rubric: Culminating Project Presentation. Before the next class period, review the feedback forms for each team and remove any that have inappropriate comments. Let students know they will be reviewing the feedback on their presentations in the next class period.

	
	
	class period 7

	11
	20
	Culminating Project Work: Reviewing Peer Feedback
Ask students to move into their teams for one last time. Hand back the completed feedback forms and ask students to review and discuss the comments from their peers. After teams have reviewed the feedback, lead a discussion about it. Remind them that the comments are meant to be constructive, and ask the teams to consider which they found most (and least) helpful and why. Ask them to think about what they learned from doing the project to prepare for the next activity. 

	12
	30
	Write, Group, Share: Looking Back on the Whole Course
Ask students to write brief responses in their notebook to at least three of the following prompts:
What did you think of your team’s work on the project? What grade would you give your team?
What kind of contribution did you make to your team? What grade would you give your part of the project?
What did you expect to learn in this course?
What are the most important things you learned in this course?
How has your understanding of global business changed during this course?
What do you most want to remember about your experience in this course?
What is your overall evaluation of this course? Explain.
Instruct students to look at the comments on the chart paper created in Class Period 1 to help them think about what to say before responding to at least three prompts. Have them partner up and discuss what they wrote before sharing it with the class. Remind students of all they have learned over the course and congratulate them for completing it.


Extensions
Content Enrichment
Make arrangements for students to share their in-progress presentations with local businesspeople or NAF academy advisory board members. Ask the advisory board members to give feedback to students on effective presentations and, if possible, share some real-world presentations they have given.
STEM Integration
Technology: Consider asking the students to use their smartphones or cameras to film practice presentations and then have them view the footage to review and improve their performance. Doing this in advance of the final presentations allows time for students to integrate peer feedback.
Additional Cross-Curricular Ideas
English Language Arts, Social Studies, Science (Biology/Chemistry/Physics): Ask students to work together to create PowerPoint presentations as a review tool before a major exam. For example, in English Language Arts, students could create presentations to review or summarize the novels they read; in Social Studies, they could create presentations to review different periods in history; in Science, they could create presentations to cover different concepts or units studied in the course.
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