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Student Resource 17.1
Reading: Sample Personal College Profile
Game Design
Describe your career goal. Explain which school can help you reach your goal.
The University of California at Santa Cruz is one of the top programs in the country for computer and video game design. I believe that this could be a great university for me to attend as I pursue my dream of becoming a video game designer. My career goal is to start out by getting a job as a game programmer or level designer, but ultimately I want to become a producer and game designer like Hideo Kojima, who made the Metal Gear Solid games, or Peter Molyneux, who designs games like Fable and Black and White. In order to do that, I need to have a strong background in programming but also a good sense of artistic and creative design elements. I think UC Santa Cruz has the best program to help me learn those skills.
Describe the classes, majors, or programs the school offers that appeal to you.
UC Santa Cruz (UCSC) is the only school in the University of California system that offers a computer science-based program in video game design. This four-year program results in a Bachelor of Science degree in computer science with a specialization in game design. This program offers a broad background in computer science, which is important because it helps students really understand how the technology works. It can also help students get jobs after they graduate. One of their professors is an expert in artificial intelligence, which I think is great, because having good artificial intelligence is really important in a game and it is hard to do. The designers I admire, like Kojima and Molyneux, use artificial intelligence very well, and that’s part of what makes their games so good.
The program also requires a lot of study outside of computer science, which I think is really important. People who pursue this major at UCSC have to take classes in art, music, ethics, theater, and film, which means that I get to learn not just about the technology in the games but also about the artistic side of them. I think that’s a big part of making a good game. The best part is that there’s a year-long team game-design project that is part of the graduation requirement, so the students have a chance to build a real game that they could show to developers when they’re trying to get a job.
Describe the professional or academic opportunities the school offers outside of the classroom that can help you reach your career goals.
UCSC has a good internship program through their career center, and while they can’t guarantee that all their game design students will get internships, the school is in a good location for internships. It’s located near Silicon Valley and a lot of gaming studios are located in the San Francisco Bay Area.
UCSC also has good facilities. They have a game design lab with all the latest computer systems that have high-performance graphics cards and high-resolution monitors. They’re even working on getting development kits so the students can design games directly on the latest video game systems. And the school’s library lets you check out a video game system and several games—even old systems like the original Nintendo—so you can try out different games you never got to play before.
Explain why this school is a good fit for you personally.
UCSC is a good fit for me personally, too. So far, I’ve met all the basic UC requirements, and my SAT scores look like they match up with what UCSC wants. They also said that to get in you should have taken several math and science courses, which I have completed. The school isn’t that expensive compared to other colleges, and it offers a lot of financial aid, so that’s good, because I’ll probably need help to pay for school.
UCSC seems like a big school to me, but they have a system to divide up the university into smaller colleges, and each college has smaller residence halls and apartment buildings. So even though there are lots of students there, it sounds like they have set up a system so the freshmen don’t feel totally overwhelmed. There are over 100 student clubs and organizations on campus, including five or six different groups for minority engineering or math students. Since the school is predominantly Caucasian, it might be nice to have some support, because that will be a big adjustment for me.
Summarize why this school is a good choice for you.
UCSC offers a strong academic program and an environment that I think will help me to feel more comfortable in college. Its location near the San Francisco Bay Area and its senior project of designing an original video game should help me find a job when I graduate. Also, the program covers both the technical and the artistic skills I need to learn to become a great designer. Based on all of this, UC Santa Cruz will definitely be one of the schools that I apply to next year.
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What is your career goal? What school(s) will help you get there?
What classes, majors, or programs does the school offer that appeal to you?
What professional or academic opportunities does the school offer outside the classroom that might appeal to you?
What does the school offer for you personally?
Summarize in two to three sentences why the school is a good choice for you.
Before you start your research…
Complete this section so that you have a better idea of what you’re looking for.
My career goal is:


To help me achieve this goal, a school needs to offer:







To help me feel comfortable in college, a school needs to offer:

Use these charts to guide your research…
	College Name
	

	Website Address
	

	Location
	

	School, Department, or Program Title
	

	Degree(s) Offered
	

	Prerequisites for School, Department, or Program
	

	GPA, SAT, and/or ACT minimums
	

	Tuition and Books
	

	Average Housing Costs (Rent, Utilities, Food, Transportation)
	

	Specific Program Details That Appeal to Me


	

	School Details That Appeal to Me


	



	College Name
	

	Website Address
	

	Location
	

	School, Department, or Program Title
	

	Degree(s) Offered
	

	Prerequisites for School, Department, or Program
	

	GPA, SAT, and/or ACT minimums
	

	Tuition and Books
	

	Housing Costs (Rent, Utilities, Food, Transportation)
	

	Specific Program Details That Appeal to Me


	

	School Details That Appeal to Me



	




	Grants, Scholarships, Loans, Student Loans

	Financial Aid Program
	

	Website Address
	

	Mailing Address
	

	Contact Person and Phone Number
	

	Qualifications
	

	Deadlines
	

	Additional Notes









	


If you need more space, copy these charts onto a blank sheet of paper or into your notebook.

Make sure your college profile meets or exceeds the following assessment criteria:
The profile includes specific and accurate information about the school’s academic programs.
The profile includes specific and accurate information about other reasons the school might be a good choice.
The profile identifies how the school fits into a personal career pathway.
The profile is an appropriate length.
The profile is neat and legible and uses proper spelling, punctuation, and grammar.

