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AOF Principles of Accounting
Lesson 18
Project Presentation and Course Closure
This lesson gives students an opportunity to consider what they’ve learned during the course. Most of the lesson provides time for students to prepare the results from their real estate development companies.
After a brief discussion, students reflect in small groups about their class experience—about what they learned, what they produced, and how their ideas about accounting may have changed during the course. Then, as a capstone to their real estate development project, they write brief reflective pieces describing their thoughts.
Advance Preparation 
Prior to Class Period 4, make sure you have an up-to-date video player such as Windows Media Player or Apple’s QuickTime Player to show the culminating project video to the class again. These players are included free with the system software and can also be downloaded for free. If you have difficulty using the player, contact your site administrator.
This lesson includes the final presentation of the students’ real estate development company project. The presentation should be a major event with an invited audience. See Teacher Resource 18.6, Guide: Planning for the Accounting Fair Event, for details of how to prepare for the event. If you plan on scheduling this event outside school hours, be sure to let students and their families know the date and time well in advance so that as many people as possible may attend.
This lesson is expected to take 7 class periods. Keep in mind that the number of class periods needed for this lesson may vary depending on how much time it takes students to gather and record their data.
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Lesson Framework
Learning Objectives
Each student will:
Demonstrate the ability to present the results of a detailed accounting scenario
Evaluate personal experience and performance in the course
Monitor personal success in learning about accounting 
Summarize key learning across the whole subject of accounting
Academic Standards
The relevant Common Core State Standards are too extensive to list here but are an important basis for this lesson. For details, please refer to the separate document “Correlations to the Common Core Standards” (available in the Course Planning Tools section of the course materials).
Process, evaluate and disseminate financial information to assist business decision making (Common Career Technical Core 2012, FN-ACT 3)
Interpret and create basic financial statements (McREL Business Education Standards 1999, Standard 3)
Use an annual report and financial statements to make informed business decisions (NBEA National Standards for Business Education 2013, Accounting II. Financial Reports)
Assessment
	Assessment Product
	Means of Assessment

	Culminating project poster (Student Resource 18.1)
	Rubric: Poster (Teacher Resource 18.1)


Prerequisites
Ability to explain the importance and role of accounting within the broader organizational framework including the regulatory agencies and policies as well as various decision makers (e.g., management, investors, and creditors)
Ability to demonstrate understanding of business structures and business types
Understanding of the steps in the accounting cycle in order to prepare the financial statements
A fundamental knowledge of the basic financial statements
Ability to analyze and interpret financial statements
Knowledge of the conceptual framework of accounting and generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP), and ability to explain how the application of GAAP impacts the recording of financial transactions
Understand career opportunities in the accounting profession and the role that accountants play in business and society
Instructional Materials 
Teacher Resources
Teacher Resource 18.1, Rubric: Poster 
Teacher Resource 18.2, Guide: Accounting Fair Preparation Chart
Teacher Resource 18.3, Chart: Accounting Fair Preparation (separate Word file)
Teacher Resource 18.4, List: Possible Award Categories
Teacher Resource 18.5, Template: Award Certificate (separate Word file)
Teacher Resource 18.6, Guide: Planning for the Accounting Fair Event
Student Resources
Student Resource 18.1, Guide: Poster Development
Student Resource 18.2, Assignment: Culminating Project Talking Points
Student Resource 18.3, Culminating Project: Feedback Form
Equipment and Supplies
Blackboard, whiteboard, or flip chart
Five sheets of chart paper, each labeled with the title of a unit and titles of lessons in this course
Pads of sticky notes (one pad for every two students)
Poster boards
Colored pens, colored pencils, glue, tape
An up-to-date video player on a computer ready to show the culminating project example video 
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Lesson Steps
	Step
	Min.
	Activity

	
	
	CLASS PERIOD 1

	1
	20
	Sticky Note Comments: What We Learned
This activity will help students recognize how much they have learned in this course and will also provide the teacher with some informal feedback about the course.
Tell students to get out their notebook, review the table of contents page, and flip through the pages in order to familiarize themselves with the work they did in each unit.
Post sheets of chart paper around the room with each one labeled with the title of a unit the students completed and the major topics in that unit (for example, Unit 2: The Accounting Cycle, included journalizing, posting to the general ledger and trial balance, preparing three different financial statements, and closing the books).
Divide the class into pairs and give each pair a pad of sticky notes. Ask students to circulate through the room, looking at the titles of the different units. For each unit, or for about 10 minutes, students should write down one or more of the following on a sticky note:
Something I learned in this unit was…
In this unit, the best activity or assignment was…
I wish we’d had more time to do...in this unit.
I really had a hard time with…in this unit.
When students have finished, ask them to return to their seats. Call on a few students and ask them what topic was their favorite and which one they liked the least. Explain that the chart paper sheets will be used later in this lesson.

	2
	30
	Culminating Project Work: Preparing the Accounting Fair Chart
For the culmination of this course, students prepare a poster that synthesizes and demonstrates what they have learned throughout the course. They will then present and explain this poster to an invited audience at the Accounting Fair. 
Refer students to Student Resource 18.1, Guide: Poster Development. Explain to students that they will be creating the elements of the poster in the order they appear on the guide, one at a time. After receiving peer feedback on the poster elements, they will make a final draft of this poster and present it at the Accounting Fair. Remind students that the guests at the Accounting Fair will include NAF academy advisory board members, professionals in the community, and students’ families and friends.
Depending upon the level of technology you have access to, consider having students use one of the following tools to prepare their final posters:
If students have Internet access, ask them to make their poster using an online graphic design tool like Canva (www.canva.com) or CollageIt (www.collageitfree.com). 
If you use apps in your classroom, ask students to make collages with an app like PicCollage, ThingLink, or Moldiv.
If your students have access to Microsoft PowerPoint and a color printer, ask them to create their poster using printed-out slides that they design in PowerPoint.
Pass out Teacher Resource 18.1, Rubric: Poster, and explain to students that this is the rubric that will be used to assess their culminating project posters. Review the categories on the rubric and answer any questions students have.
Tell students to take out their Monopoly project journals, ledgers, financial statements, and other accounting cycle work. To complete the poster elements, they will need to have these documents handy. Next, distribute Teacher Resource 18.3, Chart: Accounting Fair Preparation (separate Word file), and explain that this is the first element that students will complete for their culminating project posters. Go through the elements of the chart and answer students’ questions. 
Refer to Teacher Resource 18.2, Guide: Accounting Fair Preparation Chart, for short explanations of each aspect of the chart. You may decide to pass out Teacher Resource 18.2 so students can use it for reference.
Instruct students to pair up (preferably with a member of their Monopoly group who is familiar with their work over the course) and begin to fill in the elements of the chart. They should follow these steps: 
Read the chart vertically, from top to bottom.
Check the categories of data to be gathered.
Calculate various data and ratios (provide reminders) and fill in the chart.
Allow students time to work for the rest of the class period and instruct them to finish their chart for homework. Explain that they should have their chart ready for auditing at the beginning of the next class period. 

	
	
	CLASS PERIOD 2

	3
	25
	Culminating Project Work: Accounting Fair Chart Audit
In this activity, students provide peer feedback by auditing each other’s accounting fair charts.
Instruct students to exchange accounting fair charts with their partner and verify the accuracy of each figure by checking it against the data used to create the chart. Tell students to sign off on each item of the chart when they have audited it. Remind students to correct any accounting errors they have made in order to present accurate numbers on their charts. 
Once students have signed off on each other’s charts, tell them to put them in a safe place and be prepared to attach them to the final drafts of their posters. Explain that auditors are essential in the accounting industry to ensure the accuracy of a company’s numbers, and that it is essential to have correct accounting for a quality presentation. 

	4
	25
	Culminating Project Work: Preparing the Graphic Organizer
In this activity, students prepare the next element to attach to their posters, the graphic organizer, which shows one of the following:
How all three financial statements they prepared in their Monopoly work fit together and how they relate to one another
How the general journal, the general ledger, and the trial balance fit together and the relationship among them
How one of the documents in the accounting cycle is written and the relationship among its parts
How one document is developed from the previous document generated in the accounting cycle and what the relationship is to the documents that come before and after
Explain that a graphic organizer is a picture that explains how information fits together. It tells a story with a set of pictures that go together in some way. Refer to the example graphic organizers on Student Resource 18.1, Guide: Poster Development. Provide a sample on another topic using a graphic organizer so that students can see the concept clearly—that financial statements flow and have relationships. You may want to guide the class in creating a graphic organizer that shows how a different cycle works—the water cycle perhaps—to help them see the flow and relationship between disparate elements in a cycle. 
Once students understand the concept, tell them to choose what their graphic organizer will include and which style of organizer best fits that content. Have the students create a draft of their graphic organizers and compare it with a partner’s draft to check for accuracy. If students are using Microsoft PowerPoint or another program, site, or app to create their posters, point out the graphic organizers available within that program.
Instruct students to create a final draft of the organizer for homework. Remind them that this is the centerpiece of their poster, and so it needs to be their best work.

	
	
	CLASS PERIOD 3

	5
	25
	Culminating Project Work: Preparing the Final Poster Elements
In this activity, students prepare the remaining elements of their poster and work on the layout for their poster. 
To begin this activity, ask students to write down some notes about the successful strategies they employed during the real estate development project. Remind them that this is one of the elements they will be including on their poster. Suggest that they make a list of these elements for their poster. 
Next, ask students to prepare a sketch or computer-generated rough draft of their final poster that includes all of the elements noted on Student Resource 18.1, Guide: Poster Development. Remind them to also look at the rubric that will be used to assess their posters to make sure that what they are sketching meets all requirements. This sketch can be on a regular piece of paper. The idea is for students to have a tentative structure for the poster to share with their peers in the next activity when they will give and receive peer feedback on their posters.
Explain to students that they will be providing poster feedback to each other in the next class period, so they should complete anything that is unfinished for homework and bring all the elements of the poster, as well as the sketch, to the next class period.

	6
	25
	Culminating Project Work: Assigning Awards
In this activity, students discuss the qualities of their own and others’ financial statements and supporting data for the purpose of assigning themselves appropriate recognition awards.
Refer to Teacher Resource 18.4, List: Possible Award Categories. Inform students that you’d like to recognize individual real estate development company owners for their outstanding accomplishments, and share the list of possible awards with them. Ask them to contribute other award categories to increase the scope of the list. When the list is complete, ask students to sit in their groups and to identify which award they think they most deserve. 
Once students have chosen their awards, explain that they should discuss their choice with their group members and they should arrive at a consensus as to which students deserve which awards. Explain that no two group members can receive the same award. Arbitrate any disagreements, and record students’ final selections. Print the awards using Teacher Resource 18.5, Template: Award Certificate (separate Word file), and give the awards to the students before they create their final drafts.

	
	
	CLASS PERIOD 4

	7
	30
	Culminating Project Work: Providing Poster Feedback 
Students provide peer feedback in this activity in order to refine the content and structure of their posters in preparation for the Accounting Fair. This activity also focuses on the following college and career skill:
Locating, evaluating, and applying information 
Ask students to take out the rubric that will be used to evaluate their posters (Teacher Resource 18.1, Rubric: Poster). Review the categories on the rubric and make sure students understand the rubric and how it will be used to assess their posters. Then ask students to take out the elements that they have prepared for their posters, along with the sketch they created of the poster in the last activity. 
Place students randomly in groups of four or five and ask that they sit together with their poster elements and sketch (or rough draft) placed on their desk. Pass out a block of sticky notes to each student and instruct them to stand and look at each of their group members’ posters side by side with the rubric for three to four minutes. Tell them to write a comment, a question, or a compliment on a separate sticky note for each of the rubric categories to attach to each group member’s poster elements and/or sketch. At the end of the three to four minutes, ask students to stick their notes to the back of the poster/element they were looking at and move to the next student’s work. Have students continue to rotate in this manner until all poster sketches and elements have received feedback. 
Remind students that the intention of this activity is to provide each student feedback from more than one person so that they can see what improvements need to be made on the sketch and/or poster elements before they complete the final draft for presentation at the Accounting Fair. Instruct students to create the final draft of their poster for homework.

	8
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	20
	Culminating Project Work: Preparing for the Accounting Fair
In this activity, students get an overview of the accounting fair process. 
Describe the procedure for the fair using Teacher Resource 18.6, Guide: Planning for the Accounting Fair Event.
Show students the example presentation video file from Lesson 1. Explain that at the Accounting Fair students will each have a station, or display space, where they will display their poster for visitors to look at. Tell them they will be developing talking points that explain the information on their poster, and they will present these as groups of visitors look at their poster. 
Refer students to Student Resource 18.2, Assignment: Culminating Project Talking Points. Ask students to look at the assignment sheet with a partner and share with each other what they think would make good talking points. After a couple minutes, ask students to report out to the class their ideas for good talking points, and answer any questions that may arise. Tell students they will have time in the next class period to work on their talking points, but they should come to class with some ideas about how they want to proceed.
Tell students that they will also receive feedback from their classmates and other audience members. Make enough copies of Student Resource 18.3, Culminating Project: Feedback Form, for students to complete for every other student and for audience members to complete for all students. Review the feedback form and answer any questions.
 Give the students the following information about how the day will proceed:
Half of the class will circulate with the audience during the first half of the period; the other half will stand with their presentation boards and deliver their talking points. At the halfway point, you will signal students to switch.
Student audience members will fill out feedback forms for the presentations they view. Request that they hand in completed forms to you. 
Invited audience members will also complete the feedback form.
Students should wear business attire—suits and ties for boys, suits and dresses for girls.
Students should remember to thank booth visitors for attending the event.
Answer any questions your students may have. Tell them they will have time in the next class period to work on their talking points and to practice delivering their talking points. Remind the students that they should have the final draft of their poster ready before the beginning of the next class period so they can rehearse with the completed poster.

	
	
	Class Period 5

	9
	25
	Culminating Project Work: Talking Points
In this activity, students create the talking points that they will use to present their poster at the Accounting Fair. 
Explain to students that with the completion of the final drafts of their posters, they are ready to develop their talking points and practice delivering them to an audience. Tell students they have 25 minutes to work on their talking points, and then they will get a chance to present their poster to a group of peers before the Accounting Fair begins in the next class period. Refer students to Student Resource 18.2, Assignment: Culminating Project Talking Points, and tell them to use this as a point of reference. They should already be familiar with this worksheet.

	10
	25
	Culminating Project Work: Practicing for the Accounting Fair
This activity allows students to practice for their presentations. 
Ask students to work in groups of three and present their posters to each other until they know the content well enough to feel comfortable explaining it to accounting professionals. Instruct the students who are listening to presentations to ask meaningful questions and provide helpful comments. If time allows, consider asking the students to also use their smartphones or cameras to film practice presentations, and then have them view the footage to review and improve their performance.
Remind them to dress professionally for the Accounting Fair, which is scheduled for the next class period.

	
	
	CLASS PERIOD 6

	11
	50
	Culminating Project Work: Accounting Fair
This fair allows students to be recognized in front of an audience for their accounting skills and practice talking with professionals in the industry. This activity focuses on the following college and career skill:
Demonstrating the ability to speak effectively
Before the first group presents, distribute copies of Student Resource 18.3, Culminating Project: Feedback Form, to students and each member of the invited audience. Explain that receiving constructive appraisals of their presentations will help the students to evaluate themselves honestly, as well as improve the presentations they give in the future. 
Ask the first group of students to set up their posters and be prepared for the audience. Ask students from the second group to greet guests as they enter the room and invite them to ask the students presenting about their posters as they make their way around the room.
Halfway through the period, signal to students to switch places as either audience members or presenters.
At the end of the period, you may wish to make a general announcement thanking all attendees for their time in coming to view the presentations.
At the end of the class period, collect the feedback forms for the presentations. Organize the forms by group and review the forms for any inappropriate comments. 
Collect the posters and assess them using Teacher Resource 18.1, Rubric: Poster, before returning them to the students. Consider asking students who did exceptional work if you can keep their posters or make a copy of some of their assignments to show future AOF students.

	
	
	CLASS PERIOD 7

	12
	25
	Culminating Project Work: Reviewing Peer Feedback
This activity provides students with an opportunity to review and discuss peer feedback about the presentations in their project groups. It also focuses on the following college and career skill:
Demonstrating teamwork and collaboration
Ask students to meet in their real estate development company project groups one last time. Distribute the completed feedback forms to each student and give them time to review the comments from their peers and other audience members. Ask each student to identify trends in the feedback and share with their group:
The best thing I did was…
The one thing I would change to make the biggest improvement next time is…
When the students have finished their discussion, ask them to return to their seats. In the next activity, they will take a few minutes to reflect on the course as a whole.

	13
	25
	Notebook Reflection: Looking Back on the Whole Course
This activity provides a final opportunity for students to reflect on what they have learned. It focuses on the following college and career skill:
Developing awareness of one’s own abilities and performance
Ask students to write a brief response to each of the following prompts:
How has your understanding of accounting changed during this course?
What is your overall evaluation of this course? Explain.
If you created a class blog for reflections, ask students to post their reflection to the blog. Instruct students to look at the comments on the chart paper from the beginning of the lesson to help them think about what to say. Take the last 5–10 minutes of class to allow students to share some of their comments. Make any final comments you wish to share with your students.


Extensions
Enrichment
Ask students to organize their thoughts about the course once more. This time, however, ask them to comment specifically on which parts of the course they liked the most, which they thought were most difficult, which they wished they had more time to complete, and so on.
Encourage them to create a list of ideas, recommendations, and improvements they would make if they had to teach the course the following semester, and to organize these suggestions into categories for presentation.
Cross-Curricular Integration
All other subjects: Tell students to ask other teachers if an end-of-term summary and evaluation would be valuable in their courses. Students can write a letter to another teacher that makes the case for such an activity.
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