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Lesson 12
Travel Barriers

This lesson addresses the potential impediments, dangers, and difficulties inherent in travel. Students learn about the four major categories of travel barriers and evaluate how they may affect specific types of travelers. In the process, they realize that traveling is affected by politics, economics, disease, climate, and various safety factors. Students research which, if any, of these barriers apply to their project countries. They create a series of tips and warnings to prepare travelers to visit the project destination.
Advance Preparation
In Class Period 2, students will need computers with Internet access for research (one computer per student). If that is not possible, collect books, articles, and travel advisory pamphlets for foreign countries. You can also print information from the Internet for students to use.
This lesson is expected to take 3 class periods.
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:katherineedwinson:Desktop:timeline_Geography_jpegs:timeline_Geography12.jpg]
Lesson Framework
Learning Objectives
Each student will:
Determine various types of barriers to travel
Evaluate how travel barriers affect specific types of travelers 
Identify what barriers exist to travel to a specific destination
Create effective tips and warnings to prepare travelers to visit a specific destination
Academic Standards
Evaluate the nature and scope of the Hospitality & Tourism Career Cluster™ and the role of hospitality and tourism in society and the economy (Common Career Technical Core, Hospitality and Tourism cluster, HT-2)
Analyze cultural diversity factors to enhance travel planning (Common Career Technical Core, Hospitality and Tourism cluster, HT-TT 3)
Use common travel and tourism terminology used to communicate within the industry (Common Career Technical Core, Hospitality and Tourism cluster, HT-TT 6)
Explain how territorial divisions are used to manage Earth’s surface (National Geographic Standards, 2nd ed., 13.1.A)
Assessment
	Assessment Product
	Means of Assessment

	Annotated list of travel tips and warnings for project country (Student Resource 12.4)
	Assessment Criteria: Travel Tips and Warnings List (Teacher Resource 12.3)


Prerequisites
Strong familiarity with tourist options in the student’s project country
Exposure to the requirements and logistics of air travel
Knowledge of the culture, history, and current political climate of the student’s project country 
Familiarity with some cultural differences that travelers should be aware of to avoid misunderstandings
Instructional Materials 
Teacher Resources
Teacher Resource 12.1, Presentation and Notes: Travel Barriers (includes separate PowerPoint file)
Teacher Resource 12.2, Multi-Pass Instructions: Travel Barriers 
Teacher Resource 12.3, Assessment Criteria: Travel Tips and Warnings List
Teacher Resource 12.4, Key Vocabulary: Travel Barriers
Student Resources
Student Resource 12.1, Notes: Travel Barriers
Student Resource 12.2, Reading: Travel Barriers
Student Resource 12.3, Email: Travel Tips and Warnings Needed
Student Resource 12.4, Notes: Travel Tips and Warnings
Equipment and Supplies
Chart paper (at least two sheets per project group)
Sticky notes (one stack per group)
Research materials: articles, books, materials printed from the web, and pamphlets of travel advisories for foreign countries (if Internet access is not available)
LCD projector and computer for PowerPoint presentation
Computers with Internet access, one per student 
Blackboard, whiteboard, or flip chart 
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Lesson Steps
	Step
	Min.
	Activity

	
	
	class period 1

	1
	15
	Threat Ranking: Travel Barriers
In this lesson, students shift from thinking about the benefits of travel to considering the potential hazards and impediments associated with travel. 
At the beginning of class, write this heading on the board: “Travel Barriers.” Beneath this heading, write the  five main categories of travel barriers:
Political
Health
Safety
Cultural/Religious
Natural/Climatic
Briefly discuss each category, and ask students whether they can give you at least one example of each type. Write these examples next to the appropriate category.
Explain that this lesson will focus on potential impediments to travel, or travel barriers. If students have a hard time coming up with examples, the following may give you ideas, though you may want to choose more specific examples from current events:
Political: The United States—as well as some European countries—issues travel advisories and warnings for countries (or parts of countries) that it advises US citizens not to travel to or to travel to with caution. While tourism-dependent countries often complain that the US State Department warnings are too broad and unfairly hurt tourism, US travelers are often reluctant to visit these countries.
Health: Travel to Africa can expose US citizens to many diseases that are uncommon in the United States, such as malaria, Ebola, and yellow fever. 
Safety: Travel in some countries (or parts of countries) in Latin America may be more dangerous because of drug-related violence. This includes, for instance, Honduras and certain states in Mexico.
Cultural/Religious: In some Middle Eastern and African countries, women may face restrictions on their behavior or on their ability to access certain places.
Natural/Climatic: In the Caribbean and Mexico, for instance, travelers should avoid visits during the hurricane seasons. By the end of this century some low-lying islands, such as the Maldives in the Indian Ocean, are expected to be covered over completely or partially due to sea-level rise.
Ask students to move into their project group, and tell each group to get out a sheet of notebook paper. Tell groups to do the following:
Rank these travel barrier categories from most important to least important when thinking about tourists visiting your project country.
In other words, if they think the health barrier would be the most important one for a visitor to their project country to consider, they should rank health first. If they think the health barrier is of the least concern for travelers to their project country, they would rank it last. 
Give the groups a few minutes to complete their ranking. Go around the room, and have each group display their ranking and explain why they ranked the options the way they did.
Explain that they are about to learn more about each of these travel barriers, which may cause them to change their mind regarding their rankings. Learning more about these specific issues in their project countries later in the lesson may cause them to change their mind yet again. But first, they need to learn more about these barriers and how they affect tourism.

	2
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	35
	Presentation: Travel Barriers
This activity gives students an in-depth look at travel barriers. 
To prepare, make notes to guide class discussion using Teacher Resource 12.1, Presentation Notes: Travel Barriers. Have Teacher Resource 12.1, Presentation: Travel Barriers (separate PowerPoint presentation), ready to show as a full-screen slideshow using an LCD projector.
Review Student Resource 12.1, Notes: Travel Barriers. Explain that students will need to use this resource to help them keep track of the different types of barriers a traveler may face. Encourage students to keep their project country in mind as they read/view the presentation.
Present the slideshow. Use the notes you prepared and the questions on the slides to encourage class discussion. 
Another option for this presentation is to use the multi-pass method, with the slides printed and posted around the classroom. Follow the instructions in Teacher Resource 12.2, Multi-Pass Instructions: Travel Barriers.
This presentation is duplicated as Student Resource 12.2, Reading: Travel Barriers. If an LCD projector is unavailable, students can read the presentation, answer the discussion questions in their notebook, and discuss their answers as a class. This student resource is also useful for review.
After the presentation, ask students to move into their project group, if they have not remained in them during the presentation, and compare their notes for accuracy and completeness. Encourage students to revise and improve their notes based on their group members’ input. Tell students that the benefits of travel far outweigh the risks; but travel is safer and more enjoyable when you’re aware of, and can be prepared for, the risks. Ask each group to raise their hands if they changed their minds about their threat ranking for their project country, based on what they learned in this presentation. Call on these students to explain their reasoning. Remind them that they may change their minds yet again as they learn more about their project country from the perspective of travel barriers.

	
	
	CLASS PERIOD 2

	3
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	45
	Culminating Project Work: Travel Barrier Research
Students research any barriers that may exist in their destination country in order to compile a list of travel tips and warnings to post on the travel website. This activity focuses on the following college and career skills:
Utilizing time efficiently when managing complex tasks
Demonstrating adaptability and flexibility 
Before the start of this class period, review the assignment. Determine if you want students to create a printed list of tips or if you want them to create a video or multimedia slideshow featuring the tips. Students could record themselves reading and explaining the tips using a smartphone or tablet camera, or students could use PowerPoint or a similar program to create a slideshow of their tips. If you prefer one of these options, revise Student Resource 12.3, Email: Travel Tips and Warnings Needed, accordingly.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]Ask students to move into their project group and read Student Resource 12.3, Email: Travel Tips and Warnings Needed. Explain that their boss wants to make sure that they include any warnings about current problems in their destination country (such as political unrest) and provide tips to help travelers manage any ongoing situations (such as standard health risks). 
Point out that the next step the students will need to take is to research which barriers exist in their destination and which types of travelers might be affected by them. 
Review Student Resource 12.4, Notes: Travel Tips and Warnings, with the class. Let students know that this resource will help them gather the information they need to complete the Tips and Warnings List requested in the email. Ask students to use the Dividing Up the Work section to split up the work equally among all group members.
Explain that each student needs to find approximately five tips or warnings about his or her assigned travel barrier. The resource offers students a place to write these down. Once each group member has completed his or her individual research, students will work together to create a final document that includes a total of 15–20 tips or warnings that address all five travel barriers (political, health, safety, cultural/religious, natural/climatic).
Review the assessment criteria as a class and answer any questions. 
Identify any research materials or computers available for students to use, and then give them the rest of the class period to conduct their research.

	4
	5
	Culminating Project Work: Group Check-In
Students evaluate their progress on the assignment.
Ask students to take the last five minutes of class to regroup and compare what they have found. Encourage students to make note of any sources their group mates have found helpful.
Instruct students to finish their research for homework if they have not yet found at least five tips or warnings. Let them know that in the next class period they will be combining their individual work to create the finished product.

	
	
	CLASS PERIOD 3

	5
	10
	Culminating Project Work: Gallery Walk
Students share their tips and warnings with their classmates and use their peers’ work to help them revise their own list before turning it in. This activity focuses on the following college and career skills:
Demonstrating teamwork and collaboration
Working effectively with a diversity of individuals and perspectives 
Have students place their notes on their desk. Tell students to do a gallery walk and see what tips and warnings their classmates have found. As they walk, ask students to make a list of other tips that they may want to add to the tips for their own destination.

	6
	30
	Culminating Project Work: Finishing the Tips and Warnings List
Students finish their assignment.
Ask students to return to their project group and share any additional tips they have found. Give students approximately 30–35 minutes to complete their assignment.
Suggest that one student (the fastest typist or the one with the best handwriting) serve as scribe for the group, typing or copying the tips. The rest of the group members should work together to identify the most valuable tips from the different group members’ notes. Or if students have Internet access, another option is to have them use a cloud-based application like Google Docs to upload, edit, and review the final list of tips as a group.

	7
	10
	Discussion: Best Travel Tip
Students share what they have learned from this activity.
When approximately five minutes remain in class, invite a volunteer from each group to share the best travel tip they believe their group has and why they think that tip is the best/most helpful/most valuable. If their threat ranking from the beginning of the lesson changed, they should say how and why as well.
At the end of class, collect the travel tips from each group, as well as their individual notes. Assess the travel tips list using Teacher Resource 12.3, Assessment Criteria: Travel Tips and Warnings List. 
Tell students that travel websites need to update this section constantly, because the situation in many countries changes so often. For example, before September 11, 2001, plane passengers traveling in or to the United States could carry any size bottle onto the plane, bring food and water, and keep their shoes on during preboarding procedures. Now, however, in an effort to prevent such a disaster as a terrorist attack from ever occurring again, passengers must abide by many rules and are subject to searches of their belongings and persons every time they fly.


Extensions
Enrichment
Lead a class discussion on the following questions: if you are a travel agent and you have a client who insists on going to a place that you think is dangerous for them—because of health concerns, political unrest, or some other reason—what should you do? Should you talk them out of it even if you risk losing the commission from their trip? After the discussion, ask students to write a brief opinion piece or a persuasive essay in which they address this ethical issue.
Have students research travel “horror” stories online and generate a class list of issues (political, religious, health, etc.) based on those stories. They can also ask friends or relatives whether they’ve ever had a bad experience traveling.
If you have an international airport locally, invite a representative from the airport or the Department of Homeland Security to visit the class and discuss the rules and restrictions on international travel.
States’ relationship with that country or that country’s own history. For example, students could create a travel warning identifying growing tensions between the colonies and England, a travel warning connected to the War of 1812, a travel bulletin announcing the improved relations and/or encouraging people to visit England, and then travel warnings connected to the threats of World War I and/or World War II.
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