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Student Resource 12.1
Notes: Travel Barriers
Student Name:						 Date:			
Directions: List at least two websites you can use to find information about travel barriers.


Use the chart below to help you list other examples and identify details about the five major travel barriers. One example has been provided for each barrier. Add more examples as you see them, and make sure to fill out the How Can It Affect You? section.
	Barrier 
	Examples
	How Can It Affect You?

	Political
	Up until early 2015, US-Cuba travel restrictions and State Department travel warnings and advisories
	





	Health
	Diseases in Africa 
	





	Safety
	Drug violence in parts of Central and South America (including Mexico, Columbia, and Honduras) 
	





	Cultural/ Religious
	Parts of the Middle East: women face restrictions in some places
	





	Natural/ Climatic
	Hurricane season in the Caribbean and on Mexico’s coastlines; sea level rise in Maldives and other low-lying islands
	


Student Resource 12.2
Reading: Travel Barriers
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In this lesson, we will learn about:
The five major types of travel barriers associated with destinations
How travelers can find out about them
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It would be nice to plan a trip without worrying about what might go wrong, but it’s not realistic. Not only should you be aware of the challenges you might encounter when you travel, but if you work in the hospitality and tourism industry you will also need to be prepared for what your clients might face.
An important part of this profession is advising clients about the possible hazards and issues that arise in certain countries and regions. Tourists receive this information as they plan their travels or make reservations. They also need advice once they arrive at a destination on how to find their way around safely and smartly.
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Today, the Internet is the best way to stay aware of potential travel barriers. It’s important to make sure that you use reliable websites. The US State Department should be your first stop (http://travel.state.gov/). For health information, you can check the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (http://www.cdc.gov/travel/default.aspx). 
You will probably be able to find some of this information on other travel sites, but they obtain their information from the State Department, so if you visit the State Department and World Travel Watch, you should have all the information you need.  
Some people read online posts or comments of people who have traveled to a particular place. For example, TripAdvisor.com carries comments by individual travelers. These reviews can provide good information, as long as you remember that you’re reading one person’s experience. Other people will have different experiences and interpret them differently as well. Not everything you can find on the Internet is reliable as a source of information.
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Travel Warnings are issued for long-term, ongoing situations that make a country dangerous or unstable. A Travel Warning is also issued when the US Embassy or Consulate is closed or has limited staff, because that could affect the US government’s ability to help its citizens in that country.
Travel Alerts are issued for short-term situations that pose imminent risks to the security of US citizens. These may include natural disasters, terrorist attacks, political coups, election-related demonstrations or violence, and high-profile events such as international conferences or regional sports events.
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Most travel barriers associated with tourist destinations fall into one of five categories:
Political
Health
Safety
Cultural/Religious
Natural/Climatic
We will discuss all of these in more detail, but here is one example for each one:
Political: The US restricts travel to and from Cuba because the US is opposed to the Cuban government, with which it has serious disagreements.
Health: Travel to Africa can expose US citizens to many diseases that are uncommon in the United States, such as malaria and yellow fever.
Safety: Travel in some countries in Central and South America may be more dangerous because of drug-related violence.
Cultural/Religious: In some Middle Eastern countries, women may face restrictions on their behavior or in their ability to access certain places.
Natural/Climatic: Some islands, such as the Maldives in the Indian Ocean, that are already at sea level are likely to be flooded or totally covered with water as climate change causes sea temperatures to increase and levels to rise.
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The US government limits travel to certain countries. Between 1961 and 2014, travel by US citizens to Cuba was heavily restricted because of disagreements between the US and Cuban governments. Other countries, such as North Korea and Myanmar, limit travel within their borders for both tourists and residents. 
Political barriers may also exist because of a country’s political issues. The Arab Spring of 2011 affected many countries, such as Egypt, Libya, Yemen, Syria, Tunisia, and Bahrain. The US State Department warned US citizens to avoid areas of protest and conflict in these countries. As a result, tourism dropped. For example, in Egypt the number of tourists fell by 33%, and so did tourist revenue. 
The news describes journalists and tourists who have been arrested and held in countries like Iran and North Korea. These events are rare, but it is important to be aware of whether something like that could happen in the country you plan to visit.
Politics can also affect the cost of travel. In addition to a passport, a visa is an official document that you have to have in order to visit certain countries. After 9/11, the US raised the cost of visas for foreigners to visit our country to help pay for increased security measures. In response, other countries greatly increased the cost of visas for Americans. Brazil and China charge Americans much more for travel visas than they charge visitors from other countries.
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If you are young and healthy and you’re going to visit a major city, you probably don’t need to worry about medical care. But if you’re traveling to someplace that is remote (or an urban area suffering from an epidemic, such as the 2014 Ebola outbreak in Monrovia, Liberia), taking a trip that is physically hazardous, or you have health issues, then you need to know what kind of medical care is available.
Everyone needs to be aware of the health risks that exist in other countries, particularly after Covid. Diseases that are uncommon in the United States can be more common overseas. The US State Department provides health information and vaccination recommendations for US travelers visiting specific countries.  
If you have an existing medical condition, consider how conditions in the country you’re visiting could affect you. Traveling to a place where the air is very polluted, such as Beijing in China, can be a problem if you have asthma. Traveling to hot and humid countries can cause all sorts of problems, from heatstroke to skin rashes, even in healthy people. Places like Africa and Asia have mosquitos that cause malaria. Every year 250 million people get malaria, and 1 million people die from it.
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Although every traveler needs to think about basic safety precautions, some places are more dangerous than others. As we’ve already discussed, some countries have political barriers due to violent protests about election issues or other internal problems. Other countries have ongoing violence because of terrorism, war, or high crime rates. In fact, many people in other countries are afraid to visit the United States because of the high crime rates that we have here.  
All you have to do is watch the news at night, and you know that if you want a quiet, restful, and safe vacation, you’re probably not going to visit Afghanistan—at least not right now. In other countries, American tourists may be the targets of kidnapping plots, because even people who are relatively poor by American standards can be seen as having a lot of money in another country. 
In late 2013, some of these security worries included terrorist activities in Russia (ahead of the 2014 Winter Olympics), tourists being drugged and robbed in Thailand, and sexual violence against women in India. 
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Different cultures have different expectations for appropriate behavior, gestures, and even body language. For example:
In the United States, if you are cheering at a sporting event, you might whistle to show how excited you are. But in other parts of the world, a whistle is the same as booing.
In the United States, eye contact is polite, but in other countries it can be seen as aggressive.
If you aren’t aware of the culture, you might accidentally offend someone. For example, people in an Islamic country may not expect an American girl who is not Muslim to cover herself from head to toe, but they will be very upset if an American girl wanders down the street in a miniskirt and tank top! In some countries, Americans have been arrested for things we think are no big deal—like holding hands with your boyfriend/girlfriend or kissing in public.
Even if we think other cultures’ manners or guidelines are weird or silly, we need to be respectful of them. As an American, you are a guest in someone else’s country. You wouldn’t go to a friend’s house and insult the stuff they have in their room or the food they serve you, and it would be inappropriate to do the same thing in a foreign country. It can also be an issue of safety—by being disrespectful of important religious and cultural beliefs, you could make people very angry with you, and you might even be breaking the law of that country. Protecting and respecting cultural differences is part of  being a socially responsible tourist and ensuring that travel to that country remains viable for future generations.  
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Before traveling to any destination, travelers should consider a city’s or region’s climate during the particular time of year, as well as any issues related to the natural environment. Travelers should avoid destinations during hurricane or tsunami seasons, as well as during major droughts or when a volcano is erupting nearby. Travelers must also consider global climate changes that are impacting specific locations, such as sea-level rise and low-lying cities, like New Orleans, and islands, like the Maldives in the Indian Ocean.
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You can’t find a country in the world that will not present some barriers or challenges, and these barriers shouldn’t discourage you from traveling. We face risks every day—people who never leave the United States can still get sick, be in a car accident, or get caught in the wrong place at the wrong time.
The important thing is to be prepared—know what challenges you might face and how you will handle them. If you stay aware of the political situations you might encounter, if you get your vaccines before you leave, if you try to avoid violent or dangerous situations, and if you are respectful of the cultural and religious expectations of that country, you will be a safe, smart, and polite traveler whom most of the world will welcome!


Student Resource 12.3
Email: Travel Tips and Warnings Needed
Directions: Read this email from your boss. Discuss how you will divide up these new responsibilities in your group so that you can work quickly and effectively together. Hello, Team!
Thank you for keeping me updated on your progress as you complete the proposals for our website. It tells me that you are on track and working efficiently. 
We just came out of a design meeting and decided that we need to do one more thing: point out anything that could be a problem for visitors to your destination. Please write out some clear warnings about anything currently happening in your country that could be dangerous or upsetting to tourists, and compile a list of basic tips about ongoing situations in your country. 
Tips might include facts such as the vaccines visitors need in order to travel safely there, warnings about sanitation (is the water safe to drink?), weather issues (watch out for heatstroke if the location is hot and humid), and so on. You know the drill—check the US State Department, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and the World Travel Watch websites. It wouldn’t hurt to see what our competitors are saying about this country, too.
Your tips and warnings section should do the following:
· Identify any recent problems or problems expected to occur within the next year.
· Identify any health-related issues.
· Suggest whom to contact in the foreign country in case of an emergency.
· Include 15–20 tips and/or warnings.
· Be specific to your country. Don’t just give general travel advice. Why does this piece of advice matter to someone visiting this country?
· Direct the reader to the sources of your information. Include the site name and web address for these sources in a section labeled For More Information. 
· It should be written neatly, without any spelling or grammar mistakes.
Please work effectively with your colleagues on this project, since we have a deadline coming up. Don’t waste time! And make sure to split up the work among all of your teammates—I don’t want just one person’s ideas on this.

Keep up the good work!

Su Jin
President, Globetrotters Travel, Inc.



























Student Resource 12.4
Notes: Travel Tips and Warnings
Student Names:_______________________________________________________ Date:___________
Project Country:_______________________________________________________________________
Directions: Using the research materials and/or computers that are available, complete this resource to identify important situations, limitations, and advisories that travelers to your country should know. Make sure that the tips you find are relevant to the current situation in your project country. For example, has the political situation changed so recently that the tip is out of date? Has the country experienced a devastating weather event that changes what you want to say for a health-related tip? 
Before you begin, read through all of the instructions on this resource and read the assessment criteria at the end of the sheet to make sure you understand how your work will be assessed.
Dividing Up the Work
You need to divide up the work so that each member of your group is researching a specific type of travel barrier. Use the chart below to determine who will work on what.
	Barrier
	Who Will Work On It

	Political
	

	Health
	

	Safety
	

	Cultural/Religious
	

	Natural/Climatic
	




Doing the Research
You need to find about five tips for your barrier type and write them in the chart provided below. An example is provided. Once you each have completed your individual research, you will work together to create a separate document that includes the most important travel tips and warnings for your country. 
	Tip or Warning
	Reason or Background Information
	Source or Who to Contact

	Example: 
Country: United States
Any liquids that you are bringing in your carry-on luggage must be in 3.4 oz. containers or smaller, and all must fit into a one-quart transparent zip-top bag.
	American national security authorities believe that this measure helps reduce the possibility of a terrorist bringing explosive materials on board a plane.
	The packing do’s and don’ts make up a very long list, and to remember everything, many passengers visit the Transportation Security Administration’s website, www.tsa.gov.



	Tip or Warning
	Reason or Background Information
	Source or Who to Contact

	


	




	

	


	




	

	


	




	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



Now work together to choose the most important tips and warnings in each category and combine them with your group mates’. Create a final document that lists approximately 15 tips or warnings that address all five travel barriers.
Make sure your assignment meets or exceeds the following assessment criteria: 
The final document includes approximately 15 tips or warnings that address all five travel barriers.
The tips or warnings are accurate and specific to the project country.
The tips or warnings reflect an understanding of the current circumstances of the project country. 
The final document is neat and uses proper spelling and grammar.
You used class time effectively and divided the work evenly.
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Check for Travel Warnings and Travel Alerts

The US State Department issues Travel
Warnings and Travel Alerts to keep US
travelers safe abroad. These alerts can be
found on the State Department website.

Why do you think they have ‘alerts "and
“warnings "? What s the difference between the two?
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There are five major travel barriers

Cultural/Religious
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Political

Health

Natural/Climatic Safety

Can you remember
the examples we
discussed for each
barrier?
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Travelers can face political barriers

Political barriers may exist because the United States
limits travel to and from specific countries, or because of
political issues within that country.
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Can you think of some countries that might have
political barriers to travel?
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Travelers can face health barriers

These may include:

« Lack of medical care in certain
countries

« Risks of disease or injury in
certain countries

« Risk of aggravating already
existing medical issues
because of conditions in
certain countries

Can you think of a health risk
posed by a specific trip?
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Besides the usual types of
crime, what else might
endanger tourists’ safety? Can
you think of any countries that
might be dangerous?

Travelers can face safety barriers

All travelers need to
take basic safety

precautions:

- Don't leave money
lying around.

» Be careful with your
passport and other
documents.

Certain countries pose
other dangers to
travelers’ safety as well.
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Travelers can face cultural barriers

One of the best things about
traveling to another country is
experiencing its culture.

But different cultures have their
own guidelines for appropriate
behavior, and those can affect
your plans.

Why is it important
to be aware of the
cultural
expectations of the
places you visit?
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Travelers can face climate-related barriers

I

Travelers have to consider the climate and
natural environment of a destination:

- Is it hurricane or tsunami season?
- Is it a major drought?

- Is a volcano erupting nearby?
 Is the sea level rising?

What other climate-related
barriers can you think of?
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Don’t let barriers stop you from traveling!

It's important to be informed, but don't let these travel
barriers keep you from exploring the world!

Where would you
like to go?
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Travel barriers are a fact of life
I

As you plan a trip for yourself or fof a client, you need to be
aware of problems or challenges that might affect your trip.

Can you guess
what some of

these barriers

might be?
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To identify barriers, do your research

Use the Internet to stay aware
of changing situations in the
country or countries you plan to
visit, but make sure to visit
reliable websites with accurate
information.

Can you think of any websites you
could use to find out if visiting a
foreign country is safe?





