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Project Description
In this project, students are asked to imagine that they work for a travel website that wants to expand its offerings to include new countries or regions of the world. Students need to create a portfolio of information on a specific country or world destination that the website will use to showcase the new destination. Students will research the country’s geography, climate, and history; identify potential tourist attractions and types of tourists likely to visit the destination; and present all this information to the class. The driving question for the project is, “What information can we present to attract tourists to our destination and help them plan their trip?” 
The students work cooperatively in groups of four to six. Each group chooses (or is assigned) a different country to become travel experts on.
Project Components
Over the course of this project, students produce the following pieces that will make up their complete proposal:
A one- to two-page introduction to the country and description of its geography
A climate profile of the country 
A timeline of key events in the country’s history 
A summary of the cultural heritage of the country
A travel map showing top tourist attractions within the country 
Two tour itineraries that are thematically different and that appeal to specific target audiences 
A list of travel tips and warnings (what to bring, safety tips, etc.) that are appropriate for the destination country 
Students will also compile a master bibliography that includes all resources they use while creating their project.
Assessment
There are two main assessments for the project:
The final pieces that make up each world destination portfolio are assessed as a single collection using a rubric for the student group.
The final presentation of each proposal is assessed with a rubric for the student group.
Advance Preparation
Most of the advance preparation is specific to the lesson in which students create a project component. There are, however, two long-range factors to keep in mind:
You will need to line up NAF academy advisory board members to help you find professionals who will participate in the project. You will be asking for experts to review student work; be willing to be interviewed; come into the classroom near the end of the course to talk about their profession; and act as the audience for the students’ project presentations.
You will need to decide whether you will hold the final presentations in your classroom or in another space, such as an auditorium or a conference room. Book the date and time well in advance of the event. If you decide to hold the event outside of class time, notify the students as soon as possible to avoid scheduling conflicts. You can also schedule to have the presentations videotaped.
Lesson Overview
Below are the main milestones for this project, broken down according to the lesson in which they fall.
Lesson 6:
Students receive their “launch email” and learn which groups they will be in. Each group chooses (or is assigned) a destination for their project from the list provided by the teacher. Students review travel websites to familiarize themselves with the typical content and layout. Students work together to create an introduction to the country that describes the physical geography and how it has affected the history, culture, and tourism of the country.
The teacher compiles the list of approved countries, starts folders for each project group, and places the geographic features worksheet in them. The introduction is assessed using assessment criteria.
Lesson 7:
Students learn about climate, weather, and climate change. They apply this knowledge to developing a climate profile for their project country, which is assessed using assessment criteria.
Lesson 8:
Students develop a timeline of significant events in their country’s history. The timeline is assessed using assessment criteria.
Lesson 9:
Students write a report on their country’s culture (food, music, clothing, etc.). The report is assessed using a rubric. 
Lesson 10:
Students design a map of places recommended for tourists to visit in their country. The map is assessed using assessment criteria. 
Lesson 11:
Each project group designs two tour itineraries for their project country that are based on different themes to appeal to specific target markets. The itineraries are assessed using assessment criteria.
Lesson 12:
Students create a list of travel tips and warnings for their project country. This travel checklist is assessed using assessment criteria.
Lesson 13:
Students review the contents of their world destination portfolio and the portfolio rubric. 
Lesson 14:
Students practice delivering their project presentations and then perform their presentations to an invited audience. Each group presentation is assessed via a rubric, and the portfolios are collected and assessed using a separate rubric.
The Culminating Project and NAFTrack Certification 
The culminating project is a required course assessment component for academies taking part in NAFTrack Certification. As students complete their culminating project, they upload a work sample for evaluation. The sample demonstrates students’ ability to apply the knowledge and skills they have learned throughout a course in an authentic way that is relevant to their academy’s industry theme.
If your students are participating in NAFTrack Certification, see below for the work sample to keep in mind as your students work on this culminating project. Please note that the rubric used to assess the project in NAFTrack Certification is different from the project rubric used in the course instructional materials. 
For more detailed instructions, see this course’s NAFTrack Certification Course Guide, which is included in the NAFTrack Certification section of the course.

Culminating Project Work Sample(s) for Geography for Tourism
Students must upload one work sample for evaluation. Learning objective codes are organized by unit, lesson, and unit learning objective (e.g., 1.3.8). The NAFTrack Certification Course Guide for this course lists the curriculum learning objectives and learning objective codes.
	Work Sample(s)
	Learning Objectives

	World Destination Project, Lesson 14, Teacher Resource 14.2

[bookmark: _GoBack]OR

Final Presentation, Lesson 14, Teacher Resource 14.3
 
	2.3.4: Categorize the characteristics of a world destination according to components of travel geography
3.7.8: Display understanding of the concepts of climate and climate change
3.7.9: Identify the climate zone to which a particular country belongs
3.7.10: Evaluate how a climate zone may be affected by global warming
3.5.3: Create a map for a country 
3.6.4: Describe the major geographic features of a particular country
3.6.5: Evaluate the relationship between physical geography, culture, history, and tourism at a particular destination
4.10.13 Identify popular attractions of a specific country
5.11.4: Design a tour itinerary to appeal to a specific target market
5.12.7: Identify what barriers exist to travel to a specific destination
6.14.5: Demonstrate the ability to give a professional presentation
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