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This document provides all the key vocabulary terms presented in this course in one convenient place. The terms are listed alphabetically; the lesson number identifies the first time a term is introduced in the course. To use the words only from a particular lesson, please see the Key Vocabulary resource included in the Teacher Resources document for that lesson.
	Term
	Definition
	Lesson #

	accommodations
	Different types of lodging and related visitor services.
	3

	aerial photography
	Taking photographs of the ground surface from an aircraft, a spacecraft, or a rocket.
	5

	aerosol
	Small particles or droplets in the air from aerosol sprays, air pollution, deforestation, and land-use dust.
	7

	agriculture
	The practice of cultivating soil, producing crops, and raising livestock.
	7

	agri-tourism
	A type of tourism that gives tourists an opportunity to stay at a working farm and experience rural life and farm activities such as harvesting crops.
	11

	alpaca
	A domesticated mammal (Lama pacos), found especially in Peru.
	3

	Arab Spring
	A wave of demonstrations and protests occurring in several Arab countries that began in December 2010 and which led to revolutions in countries such as Egypt, Tunisia, and Libya. 
	12

	arable
	Capable of being farmed productively.
	3

	archaeology
	The scientific study of material remains (such as fossil relics, artifacts, and monuments) of past human life and activities.
	3

	architecture
	A method or style of building.
	9

	Arctic Ocean
	Ocean north of the Arctic Circle.
	7

	Arctic tundra
	A treeless, frozen ground in the far north that thaws for only brief periods during the year.
	6

	attraction
	An activity or a location that attracts visitors; divided into physical attractions, historical attractions, cultural attractions, and tourist attractions.
	10

	bay
	A body of water that is partially enclosed by land and is usually part of a sea or ocean.
	6

	bayou
	A marshy area of still or slow-moving water.
	6

	bilingual
	The ability to communicate with equal fluency in two languages. 
	9

	biologically determined behaviors
	Behaviors that are controlled by biology, such as the need to eat or go to the bathroom.
	9

	bootlegging
	Making, transporting, or selling illegal materials; during Prohibition, it usually referred to making, transporting, or selling alcohol. Many major criminals of the 1920s and ’30s started out as bootleggers.
	6

	botanical garden
	A facility where trees, plants, and shrubs are cultivated for display.
	10

	Cajun
	A culture common in Louisiana, descended from French-speaking immigrants. 
	6

	canyon
	Narrow valley with steep sides; is often caused by water runoff.
	6

	capital
	A city serving as a seat of government.
	5

	carbon dioxide
	A greenhouse gas that affects the temperature of the planet.
	7

	cardinal direction
	The four directions most commonly used for geographic orientation on Earth: north, south, east, and west. Also called the “cardinal points” on a compass.
	5

	Caribbean Sea
	An arm of the Atlantic Ocean; bounded on the north and east by the West Indies, on the south by South America, and on the west by Central America and Mexico.
	3

	cartographer
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Someone who makes maps and uses them to analyze patterns, plan land use, and problem-solve tourism impacts.
	5

	cartography
	The science or art of making maps.
	5

	cathedral
	A church that is the official seat of a Christian diocesan bishop.
	3

	city planning
	Plans developed by local government officials that direct the location and types of land uses in a community, including retail stores and residential housing. Also known as “urban planning.”
	13

	climate
	The annual pattern of weather in an area, including temperature and precipitation.
	1

	climate change
	Any long-term significant change in the average weather of a region; changes can be averaged across regions to estimate an entire planet’s climate change.
	7

	climate map
	A map that shows the annual or seasonal pattern of the climate, including precipitation (rain and snow) and temperature, of a region.
	5

	climate zone
	One of five major climate types that characterize the earth’s surface.
	7

	commercial attraction
	A human-made activity or location designed to attract a lot of visitors and generate revenue; it is not necessarily destination-specific.
	10

	compact fluorescent light (CFL)
	A fluorescent light that typically lasts six times longer and uses a quarter of the power of an equivalent incandescent bulb.
	7

	consequence
	Something produced by a cause or following from a set of conditions.
	7

	conservation
	Careful preservation and protection of something.
	7

	continent
	One of the seven great divisions of land on the globe.
	5

	coral reef
	A marine ridge or mound made up mostly of compacted living coral and algae, as well as mineral deposits.
	7

	country
	A sovereign or independent political state.
	5

	Creole
	A style of cooking that started in Louisiana which blends French, Spanish, Portuguese, Italian, American Indian, and African influences, as well as general Southern cuisine.
	6

	cuisine
	Style of cooking.
	9

	culinary
	Of or relating to cooking.
	11

	culinary tourism 
	A form of tourism in which people travel to consume unique food items or styles of cooking associated with a destination.
	6

	cultural artifacts
	Art, music, food, clothing, jewelry, books, and other tangible and intangible items that represent the practices, interests, and habits of a group of people. Tangible artifacts are those that leave a physical marker; intangible are those that have to do with cultural expression (oral traditions), food habits, language, and so on. 
	4

	culture
	A term used by social scientists to refer to a group’s entire way of life; culture includes arts, beliefs, customs, inventions, language, technology, and traditions.
	9

	culture shock
	The feeling of confusion, anxiety, or disorientation affecting someone who is suddenly exposed to an unfamiliar culture or set of attitudes that is very different from his or her own.
	9

	deforestation
	The clearing, or cutting down, of forests.
	7

	dependence
	Relying on something for support.
	7

	desert
	Dry, barren land with few plants and animals.
	5

	destination marketing organization (DMO)
	DMO is the general term for all types of visitor centers around the world. In the United States, visitor centers are often managed by either a Convention and Visitors Bureau (CVB) or a local Chamber of Commerce.
	13

	digital cartography
	A semi-automated process that uses GIS elements to create maps.
	5

	diverse
	Composed of distinct or unlike elements or qualities.
	9

	diversity
	A variety of something, such as a variety of people, plants, cultures, or races.
	3

	economic map
	A map that features the type of natural resources or economic activity that dominates an area.
	5

	ecosystem
	A complex community of organisms and their environment that functions as an integrated and interdependent ecological unit.
	7

	ecotourism
	Responsible travel to natural areas that conserves the environment and improves the well-being of local people.
	7

	emigrate
	To leave one’s own country and settle permanently in a different one.
	9

	emissions
	Substances discharged into the air (by a smokestack or a car engine).
	7

	entry level
	What a job is called if it is suitable for someone who is new to the field or has just graduated and is looking for a first job.
	13

	equator
	A great circle of the earth that is everywhere equally distant from the two poles and divides the planet into the Northern and Southern Hemispheres.
	5

	erosion
	The action or process of being broken down or destroyed.
	7

	ethnic group
	People identified by their religion, culture, or national origin.
	4

	etiquette
	Rules governing socially acceptable behavior.
	9

	evacuation
	Withdrawal of people from an area or place.
	7

	extinction
	No longer in existence; the process of a plant or animal disappearing from the planet.
	7

	film-induced tourism
	A form of tourism that sometimes occurs when travelers visit locations where movies were shot or filmed.
	6

	forest
	A large group of trees.
	6

	fossil fuel
	Carbon in the ground, such as petroleum, coal, or natural gas, which is used for fuel. The carbon comes from the remains of living things in previous geologic eras (e.g., fossils).
	7

	fresh water
	Water that doesn’t contain salt.
	6

	game reserve
	A protected area of land for wild animals.
	3

	genealogy tourism
	Travel motivated by discovering one’s cultural roots, ethnic origins, or family history.  
	4

	geocaching
	An outdoor sporting activity in which the participants use GPS and other navigational techniques to find hidden containers, called "geocaches" or "caches," anywhere in the world.
	5

	geographic feature
	A shape, body of water, or depression in the earth.
	6

	geography
	A science that deals with the description, distribution, and interaction of the diverse physical, biological, and cultural features of the earth’s surface.
	2

	geotourism
	A new tourism strategy that identifies, markets, enhances, and protects the special geographical character of places, which includes the culture, history, heritage, natural environment, and local population of those places. Tourists interested in geotourism are primarily interested in understanding/exploring the geographical characteristics of a place. 
	2

	GIS (Geographic Information System)
	A computerized system for storing and analyzing geographical information, such as the physical and cultural features of a destination.
	5

	glacier
	A large body of ice moving slowly down a slope or a valley or spreading outward on a land surface.
	3

	Glacier National Park
	A national park in Montana with approximately 1.4 million acres of wilderness and spectacular mountain scenery; became the 10th national park in the United States in 1910.
	7

	global climate
	The climate of the entire planet, with all the differences among regions averaged.
	7

	global warming
	The increase in the average temperature of the earth’s near-surface air and oceans.
	7

	GPS (Global Positioning System)
	A navigating system that uses satellites to track your location and is used increasingly in travel and tourism. 
	1

	Great Barrier Reef
	The world’s largest coral reef system, located in the Coral Sea off the northeast coast of Australia; covers an area of 132,974 square miles.
	7

	greenhouse effect
	A natural phenomenon in which the earth’s atmosphere allows energy from the sun to enter and then captures it as heat, thereby increasing surface temperatures of the planet.
	7

	greenhouse gas
	Any atmospheric gas that contributes to the greenhouse effect and climate change.
	7

	gulf
	Huge indentations of land filled with water.
	6

	heritage
	Something that is passed down from preceding generations; a tradition or a symbol of the past.
	9

	historic landmark
	A building, a location, or an object that is recognized for its association with a significant person or event.
	8

	human behavior
	The range of behaviors exhibited by humans, which social scientists divide into two groups: learned patterns and biologically determined ones. 
	9

	human geography
	The study of the characteristics and phenomena of the earth and how they relate to or are the result of human activities.
	2

	humidity
	Wetness in the atmosphere.
	7

	hurricane
	Large tropical storm characterized by heavy rains and high winds.
	6

	Ice Age
	A cold period in history, the most recent one ending approximately 11,000 years ago. These periods are marked by the growth of glaciers, alternating with periods of relatively warmer temperatures.
	7

	immersive
	Being totally occupied or focused on a new place or activity.
	11

	immigrate
	To move to a new country (not the country you were born in) with the intention of living there permanently.
	9

	indigenous
	Having originated in a particular region or environment.
	3

	inhabitants
	People who live in an area.
	6

	intangible culture
	Nonphysical ideas and concepts that people have about their way of life, which include the beliefs and values that guide human perception and behavior.
	9

	interviewee
	A person who answers the questions in an interview.
	4

	Islam
	The religious faith of Muslims that includes belief in Allah as the sole deity and in Muhammad as his prophet.
	3

	island
	A tract of land that is surrounded by water and smaller than a continent.
	7

	Köppen Climate Classification System
	A system for classifying the earth’s climates; developed around 1900 by the Russian-German climatologist Wladimir Köppen.
	7

	lake
	A body of water with land on all sides; smaller than a sea.
	6

	landform
	A natural feature of a land surface.
	5

	language or linguistic map
	A map that shows the different types of languages and dialects spoken in an area.
	5

	large-scale map
	A map that shows a very small area of the earth’s surface; buildings and streets are all very large on a large-scale map.
	5

	learned behaviors
	Behaviors that are taught or learned from others; these are usually cultural traditions, such as etiquette or manners.
	9

	levee
	An embankment raised to prevent a river from overflowing.
	6

	logistical problem
	A conflict with scheduling, location, or another aspect necessary to complete an event.
	11

	malaria
	A mosquito-borne infectious disease causing symptoms that typically include fever and headache, and in severe cases progressing to coma or death. It is widespread in tropical and subtropical regions.
	12

	map
	A visual or graphic representation of how a person or a society sees and organizes the geographic elements of the world.
	1

	map legend
	An explanatory list of the symbols on a map.
	5

	marsh
	Low-lying wetland with grassy vegetation; usually a transition zone between land and water.
	6

	median
	The middle value in a list of numbers.
	13

	memorial
	Something created to remind people of a particular event or person; often a structure.
	9

	merengue
	A type of music and dance from the Dominican Republic.
	6

	mine
	To extract from a source.
	7

	Mount Kilimanjaro
	The highest mountain in Africa, located in northeast Tanzania near the Kenyan border; has two snow-capped peaks that rise to 19,340 feet.
	7

	mountain
	A landmass that rises noticeably above its surroundings and is higher than a hill.
	5

	music tourism 
	A form of tourism in which people visit destinations known for distinctive musical styles or for having venues for hearing, dancing to, or even performing music.  
	6

	mythology
	A collection of myths belonging to a specific group of people and addressing their origin, history, gods and goddesses, ancestors, and heroes.
	9

	national park
	An area of special scenic, historical, or scientific importance set aside and maintained by a national government.
	3

	neatlines
	Lines that frame the map and indicate the boundaries or limits of what the map shows.
	5

	North Pole
	The northernmost point of the earth.
	5

	ocean
	Any of the earth’s largest bodies of water (such as the Atlantic Ocean).
	5

	offensive
	Insulting, causing offense, violating rules or guidelines of good conduct.
	12

	oral tradition
	The means by which knowledge is reproduced, preserved, and conveyed from generation to generation (as in native Americans).
	9

	orientation
	Awareness of where one is in space, in terms of direction and location.
	5

	physical geography
	The study of the physical features of the earth’s surface, such as climate, water, and landforms, and the processes that affect them.  
	2

	physical map
	A map that illustrates the physical features of an area, such as mountains, rivers, and lakes.
	5

	political map
	A map that indicates state and national boundaries and capital and major cities; can also show congressional districts, counties, and other political areas.
	5

	population map
	A map that shows the distribution of people over an area; can further specify population by gender, ethnicity, age, and other data.
	5

	precipitation
	A deposit on the earth of hail, mist, rain, sleet, or snow.
	7

	Prohibition
	A period of time in the early 20th century when alcohol was illegal in the United States; the law was repealed in 1933.
	6

	proximity
	Being close to something.
	6

	recycle
	To make materials available for reuse. 
	7

	refugee
	A person who flees to a foreign country or power to escape danger or persecution.
	9

	region
	An area characterized by similar geographic features.
	5

	regional climate
	The average weather in a region over more than 30 years.
	7

	relocation diffusion 
	The spread of culture through migration of people from one country/region to another.
	4

	Revolutionary War
	Also called the American Revolution; American colonial settlers fought this war against the British from 1775–1783 in order to protect their land and their rights.
	8

	river
	A large body of water that flows from one point to another, often into the ocean.
	6

	road map
	A map that shows driving directions and is used to plan trips.
	5

	safari
	A journey or expedition in natural surroundings, often focusing on wildlife/fauna.
	3

	salary
	A fixed amount of money paid to an employee in return for work performed for the employer. 
	13

	satellite image/aerial map
	A map with digital images from satellites or photographs from airplanes showing a particular area of the earth.
	5

	scale
	An indication of the relationship between the distances on a map and the corresponding actual distances on the earth’s surface; on maps this may be similar to a ruler.
	5

	scenery
	A picturesque view or landscape.
	3

	sea
	A body of salt water (usually) that is smaller than an ocean and partially or wholly surrounded by land and/or islands.
	5

	seismic
	Subject to or caused by earthquakes or earth vibrations.
	6

	self-guided tour
	A tour in which one navigates a route himself as opposed to an escorted tour, where a tour guide directs the route, times, information, and places toured. Also known as Fully Independent Travel (FIT), as opposed to an escorted Group Inclusive Tour (GIT).
	11

	sense of place
	A feeling or perception held by people that foster human attachment and belonging.
	4

	small-scale map
	A map that shows a very large area of the earth’s surface; mountains and cities are much smaller on a small-scale map.
	5

	South Pacific Ocean
	The southern part of the Pacific Ocean, extending southward from the equator to Antarctica.
	7

	South Pole
	The southernmost point of the earth.
	5

	species
	A group of organisms capable of interbreeding and producing fertile offspring.
	7

	sports tourism 
	A form of tourism in which people travel to a city to attend a major sporting event.  
	6

	State Department Travel Alert
	Issued to alert US citizens about short-term situations that pose imminent risks to their security. These situations may include natural disasters, terrorist attacks, political coups, election-related demonstrations or violence, and high-profile events such as international conferences or regional sports events.
	12

	State Department 
Travel Warning
	Issued to alert US citizens about long-term, ongoing situations that make a country dangerous or unstable, or to indicate when the US Embassy or Consulate is closed or has limited staff, because that could affect the US government’s ability to help its citizens in that country.
	12

	swamp
	A forested wetland with trees.
	6

	tangible culture
	Physical objects, artifacts, and spaces that people create and use to define their culture.
	9

	taxonomy
	A categorized list of words that are related to a particular topic.
	1

	territory
	An administrative subdivision of a country.
	5

	topographic map
	A map with contour lines to show the shape and elevations of an area.
	5

	tourism
	When people travel to and stay in places outside their usual environment for not more than one consecutive year for leisure, business, and other purposes.
	2

	travel geography
	The study of travel destinations and how and why travelers might be drawn to them. Travel geography includes six key elements: the physical location and characteristics; the weather and climate; the history; the culture; the reasons people travel to a destination; and the way the destination meets travelers’ needs.
	2

	Underground Railroad
	A series of hiding places in farms and houses along a northern route for people trying to escape slavery in the South.
	8

	US State Department
	The foreign affairs agency of the US government. It is responsible for all interactions with foreign countries on behalf of the US government. It is the government agency that handles passports, travel advisories, and so forth, and runs embassies in other countries. Many foreign governments have a foreign ministry department, which is the equivalent of the US State Department. 
	12

	vegetation
	Plants that grow in an area, including grasses, trees, shrubs, and flowers.
	6

	Venn diagram
	A graph that uses circles to represent sets, with the position and overlap of the circles indicating the relationships between the sets.
	9

	Vietnam War
	A war between North Vietnam with the help of communist allies and South Vietnam with assistance from the United States; it resulted in 19 years of fighting, more than 1.4 million military deaths, and massive protests in the United States.
	8

	voluntourism
	A type of tourism that offers travelers the opportunity to volunteer as well as see local tourist sites.
	11

	wetlands
	Large portions of land completely covered or mostly covered by rivers, creeks, ponds, and other forms of water.
	6

	wheelchair accessible
	A site or a location that is able to accommodate people with various needs; the site usually includes a ramp, elevator, paved walkway, and other amenities for this purpose.
	11

	wildlife
	Animals living in a natural, undomesticated state.
	7

	wildlife preserve
	A park designed to allow wildlife to live in a protected environment that closely imitates their natural habitat.
	10
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