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Project Description
In this project, students apply the basic concepts and tools of web design to create a website for a client who has a particular business need. Potential clients are local small businesses, nonprofit organizations, school clubs and organizations, and so on. 
Students begin the project by examining their client’s business requirements. Then they define a look and feel that is compatible with the client’s requirements. After completing these planning steps, students create the website, which involves designing HTML pages using Dreamweaver, preparing graphics, and writing effective web content. Finally, they test their websites for usability and accessibility. The scope of the project is limited to a website with approximately 10 pages. The driving question for the project is, “How can we create a visually appealing website that will meet the business requirements of our client and the needs of users?”
The students work cooperatively in groups of four. Each group is assigned a different client.
Project Components
Over the course of this project, students produce the following pieces that will make up their complete product:
Site map 
Wireframes
Template
User testing plan 
Maintenance plan
Plan for attracting traffic
Completed website
Assessment
The main assessment product for this project is a rubric used to assess the website of each student group.
Advance Preparation
Most of the advance preparation entails identifying clients who need a website and who are willing to invest the time necessary to define their website requirements, meet with students two or three times during the course, and review student work as necessary. You will serve as a liaison with the clients to ensure that students can obtain the information and client approvals they need in a timely manner. You will also need to line up NAF academy advisory board members who can help you find both clients for the project and experts in web design. You will be asking for experts to review student work, to be willing to be interviewed, to come into the classroom near the end of the course to talk about their profession, and to act as the audience for the students’ project presentations.
You will need to decide whether you will hold the final presentations in your classroom or in another space, such as an auditorium or a conference room. Book the date and time well in advance of the event, and make sure to notify students and other attendees as soon as possible so that you have time to handle scheduling conflicts. You can also schedule to have the presentations videotaped.
Lesson Overview
Below are the main milestones for this project, broken down according to the lesson in which they fall.
Lesson 6:
Student groups meet with their clients for the first time in preparation for designing the client website. Students interview clients to formulate the business requirements for their websites. The business requirements are assessed via assessment criteria.
Lesson 7:
Students construct both a site map and wireframes for their client’s website. Then they use electronic communication to present their work to the client. The site map and the wireframes are assessed via assessment criteria.
Lesson 8:
Students apply their knowledge of web design principles as they analyze their client’s needs and formulate a “look and feel” proposal for their client’s website. The look and feel proposal is assessed via assessment criteria. 
Lesson 9:
Students use Dreamweaver to create and refine the layout of their client’s website, and then they create a template based on that layout. They use their template to create the child pages of their website, and they also create a library item to use as part of their client’s site. Students also complete a file management structure for the website files, and finish off the lesson by completing a website infrastructure for their client’s site. The file management structure is assessed via assessment criteria. The website infrastructure is assessed using a rubric.
Lesson 10:
Students create, format, and insert content and graphics into their culminating project website. The written content and graphical content are assessed via assessment criteria.
Lesson 11:
Students create and implement a user testing plan for their culminating project website. They also gain understanding of how to integrate testing feedback into their site in preparation for a final site review by the client. They log and correct all usability and accessibility errors found when testing their website. The error log and the user testing plan are both assessed via assessment criteria.
Lesson 12:
Students create a maintenance plan for their client’s website, and they upload their client’s website to a server. The plan is assessed via assessment criteria, and the website is assessed using a rubric. 
Lesson 13:
Students create a plan for attracting traffic to their client’s website. The plan is assessed via assessment criteria. 
Lesson 15:
The websites are presented at a Website Fair, where visitors can view the websites. Group members are available to answer questions and explain different aspects of their work on this project. A final assessment of the websites is completed at this point, using the same rubric as in Lesson 12.
The Culminating Project and NAFTrack Certification 
The culminating project is a required course assessment component for academies taking part in NAFTrack Certification. As students complete their culminating project, they upload a work sample for evaluation. The sample demonstrates students’ ability to apply the knowledge and skills they have learned throughout a course in an authentic way that is relevant to their academy’s industry theme.
If your students are participating in NAFTrack Certification, see below for the work sample to keep in mind as your students work on this culminating project. Please note that the rubric used to assess the project in NAFTrack Certification is different from the project rubric used in the course instructional materials. 
For more detailed instructions, see this course’s NAFTrack Certification Course Guide, which is included in the NAFTrack Certification section of the course.

Culminating Project Work Sample(s) for Web Design
Students must upload one work sample for evaluation. Learning objective codes are organized by unit, lesson, and unit learning objective (e.g., 1.3.8). The NAFTrack Certification Course Guide for this course lists the curriculum learning objectives and learning objective codes.
	Work Sample(s)
	Learning Objectives

	Final Designed and Created Website
(Lesson 15, Student Resource 15.1, Teacher Resource 15.3)
	1.1.1: Infer the skills and knowledge about web design needed to be successful in an authentic project
2.6.6: Classify web development tasks according to the steps of the web development cycle they belong to
2.6.7: Describe the different types of business requirements that apply to website design
2.6.8: Design business requirements to help ensure success for a specific website
3.7.1: Display understanding of the purposes of site maps and wireframes
3.7.4: Design and develop effective wireframes for a website
3.8.5: Identify industry best practices in visual design
3.8.6: Explain the key concepts of meeting client needs
3.8.7: Develop an effective look and feel for a website
4.9.1: Develop an effective infrastructure for a website, including a layout page, a template based on the layout page, child pages, and library items
4.9.2: Describe a correct folder structure and naming convention protocol as well as an effective file organization for a website
4.10.3: Characterize effective writing for the web
4.10.4: Create effective written content for the web
4.10.5: Demonstrate the ability to prepare various types of graphical content for use on a web page
4.11.6: Evaluate a website for basic usability and accessibility issues
4.11.7: List the steps that are necessary to determine when a website is ready to launch
4.11.8: Develop a user testing plan
4.11.9: Demonstrate the ability to organize and execute a user test of a website
6.15.9: Summarize key learning across the whole subject of website creation
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