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If you were to ask students to list the 
healthcare careers they know about, 

what would they say?
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Healthcare Careers: So much more than the ones students often think of!
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ExploreHealthCareers.org 
• Lists 112 spanning a 

range of fields

https://explorehealthcareers.org/


Many specialties exist within 1 healthcare field
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Johnson & Johnson’s Nursing site
• 96 specialties

https://nursing.jnj.com/specialty


WHAT ARE
HEALTH PROFESSIONS ASSOCIATIONS? 

HOW CAN THEY SUPPORT 
WBL ACTIVITIES?



Health Professions Associations: 
An essential part of healthcare careers

• In-person and virtual continuing education

• Career development (networking, mentoring, leadership training)

• Advocacy for the profession as well as legislation that impacts patients

• Access to peer-reviewed journals and clinical guidelines

• Practice management resources and tools

• Well-being resources

• Source of community and camaraderie
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Types of Health Professions Associations
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PROFESSION SPECIALTY



Types of Health Professions Associations
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DEIA HEALTH PROFESSIONS SCHOOLS



Types of Health Professions Associations
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STUDENTS



Trajectory of membership in a health professions association
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• Medical student
• Resident/Fellow
• Early career physician 
• Physician
• Fellow (FACP)
• Mastership (MACP)

• Veterinary student
• Full-time residency, internship, 

graduate, or post-graduate 
study

• Recent graduate
• Veterinarian



HOW CAN HPAs SUPPORT 
WBL ACTIVITIES ACROSS THE 

CONTINUUM?



Ways HPAs can Support Career Awareness WBL Activities
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Guest 
Speakers

Worksite Tour 
Hosts



Ways HPAs can Support Career Exploration WBL Activities
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Informational Interview 
Facilitators

Shadowing Opportunity 
Providers/Connectors

Mentors Resume Review 
Coaches

Mock Interview 
Facilitators

Skills Workshop 
Presenters



Ways HPAs can Support Career Preparation WBL Activities
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Supervisors for Clinical Experiences Supporters for 
Mentored Industry Projects



Annual Conferences/Scientific Meetings: 
Explore opportunities for students to participate

HOW TO CONNECT WITH HEALTH PROFESSIONS ASSOCIATIONS & SCHOOLS

• Sitting in on sessions
• Getting to network
• Presenting a poster or session



LOCATING & CONTACTING 
HEALTH PROFESSIONS ASSOCIATIONS



Finding national HPAs
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https://medlineplus.gov/organizations/all_organizations.html https://medlineplus.gov/directories/

https://medlineplus.gov/organizations/all_organizations.html
https://medlineplus.gov/directories/


Finding HPAs in your state

• Visit national association websites and use their “Locate a Chapter” feature
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Identifying who to contact

• Look for an “About Us” section – usually lists leadership & staff

• “Contact Us” pages are also an option
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Finding health professions schools in your state
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LIVE DEMO



Making the case for collaboration
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• Tailor message based on role of the person
Examples: 

• DEIA officer at a health professions school

• Education chair of a state HPA

• Student association president

• Offer multiple options for ways they can connect with students

• Articulate the benefits of partnering with your NAF academy



Advisory Board Members at your NAF Academy

• See whether any of them are in HPAs and if so, what level of 

involvement they have

• They may be able to facilitate an introduction

• Consider recruiting leadership of HPAs to become part of your 

board
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One more reason to connect: Educator professional development
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• Academy-level or district-level opportunities

• Expands your knowledge of the health professions and what 

students need to do to prepare for them

• Health Professions Associations can also possibly assist with 

reviewing course content



Idea Sharing
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• Do you currently have connections with health professions 

associations and/or schools?

• What kinds of WBL activities have you collaborated on with 

HPAs or schools?



QUESTIONS?




