

NAF Professional Ethics
Overview of Culminating Project 
NAF Professional Ethics
Overview of Culminating Project
Project Description
For their culminating project, students conduct research to learn about the ethical issues facing their industry today. From these, they choose one that they feel is important to address. The driving question for the culminating project is, “What is a serious ethical issue currently facing our industry?” Students form teams of three to focus their research on their particular issue. They use what they have learned in this course, including a decision-making framework, to consider the implications of this issue and possible solutions. Before an invited audience of industry professionals, school personnel, classmates, and family, they present their findings and make their case for resolving the issue in either a panel presentation or an ethics bowl.
A note about the example project presentation: in Lesson 1 we provide a video of a presentation to give students a sense of how they will approach their topics in their panel presentations or ethics bowl. Instead of showing PowerPoint slides of students talking, which would not be particularly engaging, the example video uses whiteboard animations. They were created in the free program Videoscribe (http://www.videoscribe.co/). If you are having your students do one of the two live approaches to the project (a panel presentation or ethics bowl), then before showing this video make sure they understand that they will not be producing animated videos. On the other hand, depending on student interest and technology savvy, you may decide that creating a video presentation using this type of animation is the preferred final product for your class.
Project Components
Over the course of this project, students conduct research in order to choose an ethical issue that they want to address in their industry. Their work includes:
Filling in an organizer with the results of their research 
Taking notes in a guide as the group gathers information on their issue
Working together to use an ethical decision-making framework to come up with solutions to their issue
Writing a rough draft of a research report that undergoes peer review 
Writing a final draft of the research report
Writing speaker notes to help them with their presentation 
Participating in a panel presentation or an ethics bowl

Assessment
There are three main assessments for the project:
A research report, assessed using a rubric 
A presentation, assessed using a rubric
A critique of personal and team contributions to the project, assessed using assessment criteria
Advance Preparation
Most of the advance preparation is specific to Lesson 11, in which students develop their research report and speaker notes. Some advance preparation is also required for Lesson 12, in which the panel presentations or ethics bowl takes place.
There are several long-range factors to keep in mind:
You will need to line up NAF academy advisory board members to help you judge the ethics bowl or act as audience members for the panel presentation. Invite professionals in your industry as well. 
Because most group research will be conducted online, students will need computers with Internet access throughout the project.
You will also need to decide whether you will hold the presentations or ethics bowl in your classroom or in another space, such as an auditorium or a conference room. You will need to video the presentations or capture audio of them.
Book the date and time well in advance of the event, and make sure to notify students and other attendees as soon as possible so that you have time to handle logistical issues that might arise. 
Lesson Overview
Below are the main milestones for this project, broken down according to the lesson in which they fall.
Lesson 11
Project launched. Students conduct research and decide on an ethical issue in their industry to focus on. Students form project groups of three. In groups, they continue to conduct research, put their issue through the ethical decision-making framework to generate solutions, and write a rough draft of their research report. After gathering feedback on their draft from classmates, they write the final report. They use the information in their report to write speaker notes, which they will use during their panel presentation or in the ethics bowl.
Lesson 12
Students deliver their presentations or participate in an ethics bowl before an invited audience. They conduct a careful critique of their personal contribution to the project as well as an analysis of how the team performed as a whole.
The Culminating Project and NAFTrack Certification 
The culminating project is a required course assessment component for academies taking part in NAFTrack Certification. As students complete their culminating project, they upload a work sample for evaluation. The sample demonstrates students’ ability to apply the knowledge and skills they have learned throughout a course in an authentic way that is relevant to their academy’s industry theme.
If your students are participating in NAFTrack Certification, see below for the work sample(s) to keep in mind as your students work on this culminating project. Please note that the rubric used to assess the project in NAFTrack Certification is different from the project rubric used in the course instructional materials. 
For more detailed instructions, see this course’s NAFTrack Certification Course Guide, which is included in the NAFTrack Certification section of the course.

Culminating Project Work Sample(s) for Professional Ethics
Students must upload one work sample for evaluation. Learning objective codes are organized by unit, lesson, and unit learning objective (e.g., 1.3.8). The NAFTrack Certification Course Guide for this course lists the curriculum learning objectives and learning objective codes.
	Work Sample(s)
	Learning Objectives

	Research Report on a Pressing Ethical Issue (Lesson 11)
	1.1.3: Display understanding of ethical concepts that form the basis of ethics in the industry
1.3.10: Distinguish between facts, opinions, and solutions
1.3.11: List questions to ask when evaluating an ethical dilemma
1.3.12: Display understanding of an ethical decision-making framework
1.3.13: Evaluate ethical dilemmas and propose ethical solutions
3.7.5: Identify stakeholders who might be affected as a result of unethical business behavior
4.10.4: Describe ethical considerations specific to a particular industry
4.11.8: Identify current ethical issues a particular industry faces
4.11.9: Evaluate a serious issue that a particular industry faces today
4.12.15: Summarize key learning across the whole subject of professional ethics

	Presentation on a Pressing Ethical issue (Lesson 12)
	1.1.3: Display understanding of ethical concepts that form the basis of ethics in the industry
1.3.10: Distinguish between facts, opinions, and solutions
1.3.11: List questions to ask when evaluating an ethical dilemma
1.3.12: Display understanding of an ethical decision-making framework
1.3.13: Evaluate ethical dilemmas and propose ethical solutions
3.7.5: Identify stakeholders who might be affected as a result of unethical business behavior
4.10.4: Describe ethical considerations specific to a particular industry
4.11.8: Identify current ethical issues a particular industry faces
4.11.9: Evaluate a serious issue that a particular industry faces today
4.12.12: Demonstrate the ability to give a professional presentation
4.12.15: Summarize key learning across the whole subject of professional ethics
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