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AOHT Principles of Hospitality and Tourism
Lesson 5
Economic Impact of Tourism
In this lesson, students consider the economic impact of tourism in various locations throughout the world. Students compare countries that rely almost entirely on tourism revenue with countries that maintain a diversified economy in which tourism has a smaller, yet still significant, economic impact. Students learn about the information that economists, politicians, and business leaders collect to track the economic impact of tourism. Students then conduct a “scavenger hunt” on the Internet to gather examples of tourism’s economic impact on local, national, and international economies. 
Advance Preparation
Prepare copies of foreign currency examples for Class Period 1 (Teacher Resource 5.2, Handout: Foreign Currency).
In Class Periods 2 and 3, students will need access to computers for Internet research (one student per computer). Use Student Resource 5.2, Assignment: Economic Impact Scavenger Hunt, for guidance. 
This lesson is expected to take 3 class periods.
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Lesson Framework
Learning Objectives
Each student will:
Explain the economic importance of tourism in different areas of the world*
Display understanding of the types of information used to track tourism’s impact on the economy
Identify and summarize news stories that demonstrate tourism’s effect on local, national, or international economies

*This is one of the 16 key learning objectives assessed by the NAFTrack Certification end-of-course exam for this course.

Academic Standards
The relevant Common Core State Standards are too extensive to list here but are an important basis for this lesson. For details, please refer to the separate document “Correlations to the Common Core Standards” (available in the Course Planning Tools section of the course materials).
Evaluate the nature and scope of the Hospitality & Tourism Career Cluster™ and the role of hospitality and tourism in society and the economy (Common Career Technical Core 2012, HT 2)
Use common travel and tourism terminology used to communicate within the industry (Common Career Technical Core 2012, HT-TT 6)
Understand the social, cultural, political, legal, and economic factors and issues that shape and impact the international business environment (McREL Business Education Standards 1999, Standard 32)
Assessment
	Assessment Product
	Means of Assessment 

	Summaries of news articles on the economic impact of tourism (Student Resource 5.2)
	Assessment Criteria: Economic Impact Scavenger Hunt (Teacher Resource 5.3)


Prerequisites
Basic understanding of numbers, percentages, and money
Familiarity with the four major sectors of hospitality and tourism
Instructional Materials 
Teacher Resources
Teacher Resource 5.1, Guide: Economic Impact of Tourism
Teacher Resource 5.2, Handout: Foreign Currency
Teacher Resource 5.3, Assessment Criteria: Economic Impact Scavenger Hunt
Teacher Resource 5.4, Key Vocabulary: Economic Impact of Tourism
Student Resources
Student Resource 5.1, Reading: Economic Impact of Tourism
Student Resource 5.2, Assignment: Economic Impact Scavenger Hunt
Equipment and Supplies
Whiteboard, blackboard, or flip chart
Computers with Internet access (one for each student) 
A globe or a world map (optional)
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Lesson Steps
	Step
	Min.
	Activity

	
	
	class period 1

	1
	25
	Class Discussion: What Is the Financial Impact of Tourism? 
This springboard activity uses visuals to demonstrate the huge economic importance of tourism to certain countries and to help students consider the dangers of economic dependence on tourism.
Before class, cut along the lines of Teacher Resource 5.2, Handout: Foreign Currency, to create three fake bills. Make enough photocopies of these bills so that each student has one bill of one currency. 
Next, arrange the classroom so students can stand or sit in a large circle, with two chairs set up in the middle of the room. Put a sign on one chair that reads “Lost jobs” and a sign on the other chair that says “Lost money.”
When class begins, direct students to stand or sit in a large circle. Alternate the three bills evenly to distribute them so that each student has one bill. 
Begin by explaining to students that they will learn about three different countries and the economic dependence of those countries on tourism. Explain that the term economic dependence measures how much countries rely on tourism in order to survive. If a world map or a globe is available, use it to identify the first country, Morocco.
Read the Morocco: Description section of Teacher Resource 5.1, Guide: Economic Impact of Tourism. Then follow the guidelines in Morocco: Directions to walk students through a visualization of the money and jobs Morocco would lose if tourism shut down. Finally, use Morocco: Discussion to lead a brief discussion with the students. Have students return to the circle after each country has been discussed.
Repeat this process for the next two countries (Malta and the Maldives).
Once you have reviewed all three countries, ask students to vote by a show of hands for which country they believe is the most dependent on tourism. Keep a tally on the board of the votes for each country and ask a few volunteers why they voted for the country they did. 
Explain to students that the actual answer is not clear-cut, but, for the Maldives, tourism is the biggest industry. For Malta, tourism is key, but so is foreign trade manufacturing. Morocco has the more diversified economy, relying on agriculture and some manufacturing as well as tourism.
Let students know that in the next activity they will learn more about how tourism affects economies.

	2
	25
	Reading: Economic Impact of Tourism
In this activity, students continue to explore the economic impact of tourism as well as the way researchers and statisticians track that impact. 
Review Student Resource 5.1, Reading: Economic Impact of Tourism. Coach students to use the SQ3R method for reading this resource. 
Place students in pairs.
Survey: Ask students to read the title and the text in boldface to get a general idea of what the reading will cover.
Question: Tell the pairs to write down three questions that they have about the article before they read it. Tell them to leave space between each question so that there is room to write the answer. Give students a few minutes to do this; then call on volunteers to share their questions. Write the questions on the board and ask if other students thought of the same question or if they have others to share. 
Read: Read Student Resource 5.1. Tell students to look for answers to their questions as they read and to jot them down in their notebook.
Recite: Ask pairs to query each other about the reading. What did they learn? What do they think are the most important things to remember? Students may also highlight these sections of the article.
Review: As a class, review key points and summarize understandings. Make sure that students understand the ways tourism affects a region’s economy and the type of information an economic impact analysis may include by asking student volunteers to answer the questions that they generated before they read the article. If a question can’t be answered, why not? Where might they go to find that information?
Explain that they will continue looking at how tourism affects the economy in the next class period.

	
	
	CLASS PERIOD 2

	3
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	35
	Group Work: Economic Impact Scavenger Hunt
Students work together to identify real-life examples of tourism’s impact on the local, national, and international economy. This activity focuses on the following college and career skills:
Demonstrating teamwork and collaboration
Utilizing time efficiently when managing complex tasks
Locating, evaluating, and applying information
Before class begins, evaluate the research skills of your students. If students have limited experience with Internet research, allow additional class time to review the basics, including how to use a search engine and how to find specific information on a large site (such as locating an article on tourism on the website of a major newspaper).
When class begins, put students into groups of three or four. Explain that students are going to work together to identify news stories, press releases, or other materials on the Internet that provide examples of tourism’s impact on the economy.
Review Student Resource 5.2, Assignment: Economic Impact Scavenger Hunt. Point out that students need to search for materials that address local, national, and international impacts. 
Then ask students to read the assessment criteria by which their work will be assessed. Call on different students to paraphrase each criterion and answer any questions to ensure that all students understand what they need to do.  
Assign each student to a computer. Give students time to begin working on the assignment.
If your students have access to mobile devices, ask them to work in groups with their smartphones or tablets.

	4
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	15
	Check-In: Economic Impact Scavenger Hunt
Students assess and discuss their in-progress work on the scavenger hunt assignment.
When approximately 15 minutes remain in class, ask students to stop and assess their work in their groups, using the following prompts:
How many examples have we found concerning the impact of tourism at the local level?
How many examples have we found at the national level?
How many examples have we found at the international level?
Give the groups about five minutes to consider their answers to the prompts. Then ask each group to share their response to one or more of the prompts. Use this opportunity to make suggestions about ways the students may wish to refine their search process.
Let students know that they will have part of the next class period to do this assignment but that it will be collected during the next class period. Remind them that they need to find at least 10 articles, press releases, or other examples on the Internet and that their materials need to represent a mix of local, national, and international stories. 
If a group is concerned about meeting those requirements, suggest that they do additional research for homework, aiming for each group member to bring in an additional example. You may wish to make this mandatory homework for all students.

	
	
	Class period 3

	5
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	30
	Group Work: Economic Impact Scavenger Hunt (Continued)
Students continue searching for news stories that demonstrate the economic impact of tourism. This activity focuses on the following college and career skills:
Demonstrating teamwork and collaboration
Utilizing time efficiently when managing complex tasks
Locating, evaluating, and applying information
Ask students to return to their groups. Briefly review the assessment criteria to remind students of their goals; assign each student to a computer, and then give them approximately 20 minutes to search for additional materials.
Next, ask each group to share information about two examples. What did they learn about tourism and the economy from these materials that they didn’t know before? 
Write the three headings Local, National, and International on the board. As students share their findings, paraphrase their summary under the appropriate heading. When you have three or more under each heading, ask students to think about this prompt:
Do you notice any patterns in the findings? In other words, are there any common themes within categories or across them?
Give students a minute to think about it and call on some volunteers to share their reasoning. They may notice, for example, that natural disasters have an enormous impact on the tourist economy, or that environmental concerns are affecting which tourist businesses are supported within a community. At the local level, perhaps the name of a particular politician keeps coming up in connection with a tourist issue.
When the assignment is finished, collect and assess using Teacher Resource 5.3, Assessment Criteria: Economic Impact Scavenger Hunt.

	6
	20
	Reflection: Economic Impact of Tourism
Students consider what they have learned from the scavenger hunt activity and from the lesson as a whole about the economic impact of tourism. This activity focuses on the following college and career skill:
Working effectively with a diversity of individuals and perspectives 
When approximately 20 minutes remain in class, ask students to reflect on one or more of the following prompts in their notebook:
This lesson made me realize….
I still have questions about….
I think the biggest impact tourism has on the economy is….
Tourism does/does not affect our local economy because….
Give students a few minutes to write. Ask them to share with their group mates what they have written. Invite a volunteer from each group to share one thing they discussed in their group. You may want to gauge student understanding by assessing the notebooks on a credit/no-credit basis. 
Point out to students that the economic impact of tourism is related to the environmental impact of tourism, which they studied in Lesson 4. Remind them of the life cycle of a destination; when it is in the Exploration, Involvement, Development, or Consolidation phases, it benefits the economy, and when it is in Stagnation or Decline, the economy also deteriorates. 
Tell students that in the next lessons they will be applying the concepts they have learned thus far to more specific topics in hospitality and tourism and that they will also be learning about each sector of the industry in more detail. 


Extensions
Content Enrichment
Business travelers, in many places, have an even bigger economic impact on the hospitality and tourism industry than leisure tourists. Have students research the impact of business travel on their community or on the nearest big city. Encourage students to study one area in depth, researching specific types of tourism jobs in the area (such as jobs in lodging, transportation, food and beverage, entertainment), where the majority of tourists come from (Europe, America, Australia, etc.), and the tourism statistics in the area for the past 10 years. Have students compare and contrast the differences between leisure and business travel, duration, activities, and so forth.
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