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Project Description
Students receive a memo from the school principal asking them to lead a schoolwide exhibition on issues critical to financial literacy. Students begin by generating a list of potential topics based on what they have learned in this course. Students then survey family, friends, and community members to determine topics that might be interesting to the broader community. Students form groups of three or four based on their chosen topic. They investigate their topic from various perspectives, including its importance to an individual’s understanding of finance and its relevance to the finance industry and society. Working in their groups, students create a trifold display and a pamphlet that accurately explains the importance of their topic to an individual’s understanding of finance. Examples of some of the topics to be covered may include: financial services and products, the importance of banks or other financial intermediaries, understanding interest rates, having a budget, what saving can do for you, the importance of financial goals, good credit, and bad credit, being careful about borrowing, understanding credit reports and credit bureaus, and realizing the impact of technology on banking. 
The driving question for the project is, “How can we effectively inform our families and fellow students about important issues in personal finance?”
At the end of the project, groups display their work to an invited audience at a financial literacy fair. The invited audience should include students from other classes, high schools, and junior high schools; NAF academy advisory board members; local business and civic leaders; teachers and administrators; and parents. 
Project Components
Over the course of this project, students work independently and in groups to complete the following components:
Create a survey to assess general interest in financial topics.
Use the surveys to choose topics; they then conduct research on their topic.
Create a pamphlet that provides detailed and specific information about their topic, including recommendations for what to do to address the issue, mitigate the risk, and so on.
Create a trifold display that provides highlights from the pamphlet; the goal of the trifold display is to convince visitors to the Financial Literacy Fair to read the pamphlet.
Write individual talking points focusing on their topic, which they deliver at the Financial Literacy Fair.



Assessment
There are four assessed elements for this project:
A survey to gauge general interest in financial literacy topics
A trifold display to be exhibited at the Financial Literacy Fair, explaining to the community students’ key findings about their topic, assessed using a rubric 
A public service pamphlet that supports and expands on information in the trifold display, assessed using a rubric 
Talking points on the topic, which students will use during the Financial Literacy Fair, assessed using assessment criteria
Advance Preparation	
Most of the advance preparation is specific to the lesson in which students create a project component. In addition, there are three long-range tasks to keep in mind:
If possible, arrange for the principal, superintendent, school board member, or other local VIP to be involved in the project launch. Ideally, the VIP would visit the class to announce the project and would attend the Financial Literacy Fair. In addition, the VIP would be the person issuing the project launch memo (based on Teacher Resource 10.4).
Line up NAF academy advisory board members to help you find professionals who will participate in the project. You will be asking for experts to come into the classroom near the end of the course to act as the audience for the students’ project presentations.
Decide whether you will hold the final presentations in your classroom or in another space, such as an auditorium or a conference room. An important option to consider is holding the fair in a large lobby, indoor courtyard, or other public space so that other students in the school (or at least the whole AOF academy) get to peruse the displays and learn about financial literacy. Book the date and time well in advance of the event and notify students and other attendees as soon as possible so that you have time to handle scheduling conflicts. 
Lesson Overview
Below are the main milestones for this project, broken down according to the lesson in which they fall.
Lesson 10 
Students are introduced to the project through a visit from a guest (or, if that is not feasible, through a printed announcement or request from a VIP). Students are told they will be hosting a financial literacy fair to educate people in their community about important financial topics. Students generate a list of potential topics, based on what they have learned so far in the course. They use a survey-writing guide to create a survey; the goal of the survey is to identify topics that community members are interested in. Students begin surveying people (family, friends, community members) for homework.
Lesson 11 
Students continue surveying community members for homework.
Lessons 12
At the end of this lesson, students bring in their survey results and share them with the class. Based on the survey results and their own interests, students choose their top three topics and submit those choices to the teacher. Between Lessons 12 and 13, the teacher forms groups based on student interests (as much as possible).
Lesson 13
Students are placed into their project groups. They analyze the sample trifold display and pamphlet. Students also review the rubric for the pamphlet and the trifold. Then students design their trifold and pamphlet (contents, layout, etc.). They divide the work up between group members, so both the pamphlet and trifold are worked on simultaneously. They create rough drafts and get peer feedback. Then students create their final draft of both the pamphlet and the trifold display. The trifold displays and pamphlets are collected and assessed using the appropriate rubrics.
Lesson 16
Students develop specific talking points based on their content and also based on prompts the teacher provides. Teams review the Financial Literacy Fair process, set up their project booths, and complete a dry run of their talking points. Finally, teams participate in the Financial Literacy Fair, demonstrating their financial knowledge to an invited audience. The talking points are collected and assessed using assessment criteria. The project concludes with students reviewing and discussing peer feedback with their project group.  
The Culminating Project and NAFTrack Certification 
The culminating project is a required course assessment component for academies taking part in NAFTrack Certification. The project demonstrates students’ ability to apply the knowledge and skills they have learned throughout a course in an authentic way relevant to their academy’s industry theme.

Culminating Project Work Sample(s) for Principles of Finance
Students must present their projects as a part of their summative evaluation for the course. Learning objective codes are organized by unit, lesson, and unit learning objective (e.g., 1.3.8). 
	Work Sample(s)
	Learning Objectives

	Final Display Board 
(Lesson 13, Student Resource 13.4, Teacher Resource 13.4)
OR
Pamphlet (Lesson 13, Student Resource 13.3, Teacher Resource 13.3)

	1.2.4: Explain what financial literacy is and why learning about it is valuable
1.2.5: Identify ways financial knowledge can be applied to real life
2.5.7: Evaluate the importance of financial planning
5.13.1: Synthesize relevant information for a specific financial literacy topic
5.13.3: Plan and create an effective informational pamphlet on a financial literacy topic
5.13.4: Plan and create an effective informational display board on a financial literacy topic
5.16.15: Summarize key learning across the whole subject of finance
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