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When someone wrongs me how many times 

should I forgive them? 

Never      ,  1 time      ,  3 times      ,  every time      ?

One of Jesus’ disciples asked this question: 

“When someone sins against me, how often 

should I forgive, as many as seven times?”

Jesus said, “Not seven times, but seven times 

seventy”.  That makes 490 times!

Then Jesus explained with this story:           
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What is God’s Kingdom like?

It is like a king who wanted

to settle the debts of his servants.



A man was brought to the king whose 

debt was in the millions of dollars.  

This debt was enormous.

He had nothing to pay back with.
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The king said, “Sell him!  

Sell his wife and kids.

Sell everything he has. 

The debt must be paid.”
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The servant fell down and began to 

plead. “Give me time. I will pay you all the 

debt.” But it was absolutely impossible. 

It would take thousands of years.
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The king felt sorry for his servant.

He forgave him.

How much did he forgive?  All the debt!

Wow! What a king!
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The servant was FREE!

He was released!

He was forgiven!
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But when he went out he found a fellow ser-

vant who owed him about $100.  It was a 

small debt. He seized his friend, began to 

choke him and said, “Pay what you owe me!”
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The fellow servant fell to the ground 

and began to plead, 

“Please give me time!  

I will pay you back the whole debt!”
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But the first servant was unwilling.

He threw his fellow servant into jail.

He could rot till he paid the debt!
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When the other servants saw this they 

became very upset.  They went to their 

king and told him everything that had 

happened.  The king listened.
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The king called the first servant,

“You wicked servant!

I forgave you all that debt

because you pleaded with me.”
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“Shouldn’t you have had mercy, 

like I had mercy on you?

He was your fellow servant.”
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The king was angry.

He threw the first servant into jail.

He would stay there until he could pay 

all his debt.
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Then Jesus said that God in heaven will 

also do the same to you if each one of 

you does not forgive your brother from 

your heart. 
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Questions
1. What is this parable about?

2. What is the strangest thing in this parable?

3. Who is the king like? Who are you and I like?

4. What does the first servant’s attitude (on page 8) 

    show us about our human nature?  

5. What made the king angry?

6. To what extent does God tell us to forgive each  

    other? (page 15)
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Answers
1. It is not about money.  It is about the forgiveness each 

  of us needs from God and the forgiveness we need to  

  give each other.  God sees our sin as a debt we can’t pay.   

2. The immense kindness of the king.

3. The king is like God. We are like the servants.

4. We expect to be forgiven but don’t forgive others easily.

5. The hard heartedness of the servant and unwillingness 

  to forgive his fellow servant.

6. We must forgive each other from our hearts.
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Beloved, never take your own revenge, but 

leave room for the wrath of God, for it is 

written,“VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY,” 

says the Lord.           (Holy Injeel, Romans 12:19)

In everything treat people the same way 

you want them to treat you, for this is the 

Law and the Prophets. 

                                             (Holy Injeel, Matthew 7:12)



You will find this parable in the Holy Injeel 

in the section called Matthew 18:21-35.
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