
The Rich Man
   and Lazarus



How is this life on earth different from the life to come?  We can learn 
from an account that Jesus Christ gave about two men.  One  was rich 
and the other poor.  The poor man knew and obeyed the God of Abraham 
and the other ancient prophets. The rich man didn’t.  As you read this 
incident see what makes a person so deaf and so blind that he is unable 
to see the right path and so cannot enter God’s  Kingdom.
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 At the rich man’s gate lay a poor man whose body was  covered with 
sores. His name was Lazarus and he had but one wish, that he might eat 
the bits of food that fell from the  rich  man’s table.  Even the  dogs  would  
come  and  lick  his  sores. 

There was once a rich man who 
dressed in purple and fine linen, who 
lived joyously in great luxury every  day. 
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The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham in heaven. 
The rich man died and was buried.  In Hades, where he was in great 
torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus at his 
side. So he called out, ‘Father Abraham! Have mercy on me, and send 
Lazarus to dip his finger in some water and cool my tongue, because I am 
in great torment in this fire!’ 
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But Abraham said, ‘Remember, my son, that in 
your lifetime you got the good things, while 
Lazarus got the bad things.  But now he  is 
being comforted here, while you are in agony.  
Besides all this, between us and you there is a 
great chasm fixed, so that those who want to 
cross over from here to you cannot do so, nor 
can anyone cross over to us from where you are.’  
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 The rich man said, ‘Then I beg you, Father Abraham, send Lazarus to my 
father’s house, where I have five brothers.  Let him go and warn them so 
that they, at least, will not come to this place of torment.’  Abraham 
said, ‘Your brothers have Moses and the prophets to warn them; your 
brothers should listen to what they say.’  The rich man answered, ‘That is 
not enough, Father Abraham!  But if someone were to rise from death and 
go to them, then they would turn from their sins.’  But Abraham said, ‘If 
they will not listen to Moses and the prophets, they will not be convinced 
even if someone were to rise from death.’
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Questions:
1. Can you retell this story in your own words?
2. What things did Abraham say? (pages 5-6)
3. The rich man revealed why he was in hell  when he 
       talked to Abraham, page 6.  What was the reason? 
4. What inspired books did the rich man and his 
      brothers not bother to pay attention to? 
5. What can we learn from this event?
6. From the example of the rich man, will you truly 
      repent, so that you will not be ashamed on that day?

Holy Injeel Luke 16:19-31



If you do not turn from

your sins, you will all perish

as they did. 
Holy Injeel Luke 13:5
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