
INTRODUCTION
Ask students to name as many jobs involving animals as they can. List the jobs on the board. Ask if 
students think this list is exhaustive. Tell them they’ll be reading about a wildlife biologist. Ask what they 
think a wildlife biologist does. Explain that the subject of the article, Danielle Belleny, works a lot with 
different types of birds. You can use the Kahoot! quiz at ti.me/birdsKahoot to discover interesting facts 
about birds.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  How did Danielle Belleny end up as a wildlife biologist?
• What are some things a wildlife biologist might do?  
• Why does Belleny suggest that people keep asking questions? 
• Think of a few careers that interest you. What jobs can you think of that might offer a similar alternative?

CLOSING
Ask students if they know what a field guide is. Explain that it’s a book used to identify animals or plants in the wild. 
Tell them that today, they’ll be learning about some features that help people identify and classify birds. Start by giving 
students the worksheet “Field Marks,” which can be found at ti.me/fieldmarksworksheet. Have them analyze the second 
bird and describe it in as much detail as possible. Then invite the class to create their own field guide. Students can create 
a bird field guide, using the Audubon website (ti.me/AudubonGuide) to research a bird of their choice. Or, if they have a 
special interest in another group of animals, let them work in groups to start a field guide about another family of animals, 
such as frogs, cats, or bears. 

IN THE FIELD
Students will read about wildlife biologist Danielle Belleny and how she turned an interest in animals into a 
career protecting birds and other wildlife. Students will create a field guide to help others identify a group of 
animals. 

MINI LESSON

Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.RI.1
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.RI.4
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.1
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.2

Materials
Class set of “In the Field”; access to Kahoot quiz; “Field 
Marks” worksheet; Audubon website (optional)

http://ti.me/birdsKahoot
https://ti.me/fieldmarksworksheet
http://ti.me/AudubonGuide
https://images.ctfassets.net/mlt4xrx1omik/65Y3BXZh5O7Euh8bmyfGyG/7821a98afe6c3a83c03b65815508c539/YHJ_mini_lesson_spread_in_the_field.jpg
https://create.kahoot.it/share/in-the-field/8ac345f8-b5e6-4062-bd85-7f311d850068
https://assets.ctfassets.net/mlt4xrx1omik/4DXJLotOaMsw9BWIf4GOLE/5af4673953c295a12635500887b05573/YHJ_repro_birds.pdf
https://assets.ctfassets.net/mlt4xrx1omik/4DXJLotOaMsw9BWIf4GOLE/5af4673953c295a12635500887b05573/YHJ_repro_birds.pdf
https://www.audubon.org/bird-guide
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FIELD MARKS
Read “In the Field” (November 11, 2022), about a wildlife biologist. One of Danielle 
Belleny’s hobbies is birding, or looking for birds in the wild. Use the guide below to learn 
one way to identify different birds. Then try it out with Bird 2.

©2023 TIME for Kids, timeforkids.com/your-hot-job. This page may be photocopied for use with students.

A bird’s markings are called field marks. Birders use these to identify a type of bird. They also go by a bird’s 
behavior, habitat, and song. Learn about some markings and traits that can be used to describe and identify a bird.

Try It! Do some research to identify the birds above. What else can you 
learn about them that would help you identify them in the field?
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Bird 2

This bird has a black crest. 
Its throat and back are also 
black. Its belly is gray, and 
so is its tail. The tail is short. 
The bird’s beak is short and 
straight.
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