
INTRODUCTION
Show students the TIME cover illustrated by Micah Johnson at ti.me/Micahcover. Have them analyze it
and discuss what they see. Point out the text “the next digital era will change everything,” and ask 
students to talk with a partner about what this means, and how digital technology is affecting people. 
Then tell students that they’ll be reading about how the creator of this cover pivoted from professional 
sports to the world of art. Before reading, you can use the Kahoot! quiz at ti.me/NFTKahoot to introduce 
the topic of NFT art.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
• �Why did Micah Johnson start painting?
• Who is Aku?
• What advice does Johnson have for kids?
• What do you think about digital art? How might it impact artists?

CLOSING
Ask students to bring in a picture of themselves. Make copies of these photos. Then provide students with supplies for 
making art in different media. Have them paint or draw on the copy of their photo to show themselves living in a future 
of their dreams. For example, they can depict themselves dressed for a future career, or in a place where they want 
to live. Or you can scan the photos onto the computer and have students use a program such as Google Drawings to 
create their art. 

FROM ATHLETE TO ARTIST
Students will read about Micah Johnson, who traded his baseball bat for a paintbrush after a career in Major 
League Baseball. Students will then create an art project merging their past with their imagined future. 

MINI LESSON

Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.RI.1
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.RI.7
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.1
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.2

Materials
Class set of “From Athlete to Artist”; access to Kahoot! 
quiz; TIME “Into the Metaverse” cover; color copier or 
scanner, digital drawing program or art supplies
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