
INTRODUCTION
Ask students how they’d describe insects. Did anyone use the word beautiful? Preview the images on 
page 7 of the spread, and explain that Levon Biss’s goal is to reveal insects’ beauty. If time permits, 
allow students to look at some of Biss’s work at microsculpture.net. Then use the Kahoot! quiz at ti.me/
insectKahoot to assess students’ prior knowledge about insects. Ask if they have any fun facts about 
insects. If so, have them come up with their own multiple-choice question and challenge the class.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What inspired Biss’s macrophotography projects?
• What is Biss’s process?  
• How does Biss hope people will respond to his work? 
• How have your opinions about insects changed, if at all, after reading this article?  

CLOSING
Have students think about types of creators other than photographers. They can read about some at ti.me/creators. Create 
a class list of creators. Then have students consider how people in these careers, too, might produce something that could 
inspire people to see the beauty in insects. Give the example of Cheresse Thornhill-Goldson, a sneaker designer. She might 
design an insect-inspired sneaker. Invite students to design their own sneaker with the worksheet “Insect-Saving Sneakers,” 
at ti.me/insectsneakers. Or you can allow students to produce their own creation, such as a podcast, a short video, or a 
song. Have students share their work with the class. 

INSECTS UP CLOSE
Students will read about Levon Biss who photographs insects in hopes of motivating people to protect them. 
Then students will create their own project that might inspire others to protect insects. 

MINI LESSON

Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.RI.1
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.RI.3
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.1
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.2

Materials
Class set of “Insects Up Close”; access to Kahoot! quiz; 
“Insect Saving Sneakers” worksheet (optional)

http://microsculpture.net
http://ti.me/insectKahoot
http://ti.me/insectKahoot
http://ti.me/creators
https://ti.me/sneakers
https://ti.me/insectsneakers
https://images.ctfassets.net/mlt4xrx1omik/5mhVDPuTFIAKPVs1fI6D1H/50ee162560215d98d994a397355a2295/yhj_mini_lesson_insects_up_close.jpg
https://ti.me/insectKahoot
https://assets.ctfassets.net/mlt4xrx1omik/2ZGYIeqjGSAWaS3wpQynya/594b40b229da8cd46538820b6e1df5d5/YHJ_repro_sneakers.pdf




INSECT-SAVING SNEAKERS
After reading “Insects Up Close” (October 21, 2022), watch a video about sneaker designer 
Cheresse Thornhill-Goldson at ti.me/sneakers. Then make an insect-inspired design on the 
sneakers to motivate people to protect insects.  
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