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SXSW® London Reveals Opening and Closing Night Premieres
along with First Wave of Screen Festival Programme

World Premiere of STANS, Co-Produced by Eminem’s Shady Films announced
as Opening Night Film alongside UK Premiere of THE LIFE OF CHUCK as
Closing Night Film

* World Premieres of Centrepiece Headliner DEEP COVER, alongside THE
INSTITUTE and LOVE & RAGE: MUNROE BERGDOREF also announced

* Programming details and info on festival passes now available

. Tickets on sale from May

Images available, here.

London 23rd April 2025 - South by Southwest® (SXSW®) London today announces the first
wave of the programme for the highly anticipated inaugural SXSW London Screen Festival,
taking place from 2-7 June in Shoreditch. Set to platform 12 World Premieres and 30 UK
Premieres, fans can enjoy a host of films, documentaries and short films by purchasing
individual screen tickets, available from May.

SXSW London’s Screen Festival will act as a launchpad for talent from across the world,
showing the established and the yet-to-be-discovered. SXSW will be the UK’s only cross-
genre film festival placing multi-disciplinary and non-traditional artists as its focus. It will
feature conversation-starting panels and inspiring talks that explore the future of screen-
based storytelling. These panels and screenings will bring in established as well as
emerging industry execs, filmmakers and practitioners, and will speak to the intersection of
industries across film, TV, music and art.

From Emmy Award-winning director Steven Leckart, SXSW London’s Opening Night Film
STANS is announced today. A deep exploration of the relationship between artist and
fanbase, STANS features input from some of Eminem’s closest collaborators and most
notorious fans, to give the audience unique insight into the song that changed fandom
forever, and the entertainer behind it. The World Premiere of STANS will take place at
SXSW London on June 2, kicking off Screen Festival proceedings.

The Closing Night Film and UK Premiere of STUDIOCANAL's LIFE OF CHUCK will be
screened on Saturday 7 June to wrap up SXSW London’s inaugural Screen Festival.
Directed by Mike Flanagan and starring Tom Hiddleston and Chiwetel Ejiofor, THE LIFE
OF CHUCK is a life-affirming, genre-bending story based on Stephen King's novella about
three chapters in the life of an ordinary man named Charles Krantz.

The programme’s Centrepiece Headliner, Amazon MGM Studio’s DEEP COVER, will hold its
world premiere at SXSW London on Wednesday 4 June. The film is a fast-paced action
comedy directed by Tom Kingsley and starring Bryce Dallas Howard, Orlando
Bloom and Nick Mohammed as a group of amateur improv comics embroiled in London’s
criminal underworld. DEEP COVER will be available globally on Prime Video on June 12,
2025.

Other Headliner screenings include the World Premiere of LOVE & RAGE: MUNROE
BERGDORF, a documentary about the trailblazing author, model and trans activist Munroe
Bergdorf, showcasing her journey as she navigates identity, race, activism and hope.
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Alongside films, two series will premiere at SXSW London: the festival will host the UK
premiere of the BBC’'s WHAT IT FEELS LIKE FOR A GIRL, inspired by the acclaimed
memoir of the same name by Paris Lees, and the World Premiere of MGM+'s drama
thriller THE INSTITUTE based on the best-selling Stephen King novel, where the fates of a
former police officer and a facility full of children possessing unusual abilities are intertwined;
starring Mary-Louise Parker, Ben Barnes and Joe Freeman, and directed and executive
produced by Jack Bender with Stephen King and Benjamin Cavell also serving as executive
producers.

The full screen programme will be presented across a number of strands:

* Official Competition: Where the future of screen storytelling starts; projects
handpicked for their innovative and bold storytelling, including the UK Premieres of
LESBIAN SPACE PRINCESS, FURY and THE THINGS YOU KILL.

* Heartwarmers: A celebration of festival favourites and crowd-pleasers such as the
World Premiere of PALESTINE COMEDY CLUB and the UK premiere of CIELO.

* Visionaries: Portraits of and work by artists, technologists and future-thinkers that are
shaping film storytelling, including the European Premiere of BEEF and the UK
premiere of SILENT STORMS.

* Shivers: Films living in the realm of the eerie, the uncanny and the weird, with the
World Premiere of projects like FORTE and THE OCCUPANT.

* Collisions: Stories that open our eyes, create and push conversation forward,
including the World Premieres of MISAN HARRIMAN: SHOOT THE PEOPLE and
UNBOUND.

* Short Films: A series of short film programmes from across the world, curated from
over 1600 submissions.

* XR: A curated exhibition of immersive projects, including presentations of MY
FATHER’S VIDEOTAPE and ASTRA.

* Keynotes: the previously announced Gillian Anderson, INDUSTRY creators Mikey
Down and Konrad Kay, MUBI CEO Efe Cakarel, artist Misan Harriman and more to
be announced.

Anna Bogutskaya, Head of Screen for SXSW London said: “Putting together the first-ever
programme of the SXSW London Screen Festival has been a dream. We are excited to
present bold new work from across the world, celebrating boundary-pushing films across
documentary, animation and narrative filmmaking. Our programme is designed to ignite
conversations, inspire new connections, and showcase and celebrate screen storytelling
across film, TV and immersive.”

Full Screen passes available to buy now, with individual tickets for each screening starting at
£12, on sale from May.

For more information on the Screen Programme, please see notes to editors.


https://passes.sxswlondon.com/2025
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NOTES TO EDITORS

SXSW London Screen Festival

STANS - Opening Night Film

The film will premiere on Paramount+ later this year in the U.S. & Canada, U.K., Australia,
Brazil, Latin America, France, ltaly, Germany, Switzerland, Austria and Japan. The film is
distributed by MTV Entertainment Studios.

STANS is co-produced by Shady Films, Hill District Media, DIGA Studios & MTV
Entertainment Studios.

STANS Production Credits

* Production Companies: DIGA Studios, Hill District Media, Shady Films and MTV
Entertainment Studios.

* Director: Steven Leckart

* Executive Producers: Bruce Gillmer, Amanda Culkowski and Michael Maniaci for
MTV Entertainment Studios.

* Producers: Eminem for Shady Films, Antoine Fuqua for Hill District Media; Paul
Rosenberg and Stuart Parr for Shady Films; Tony DiSanto for DIGA; David Schiff for
MGMT Entertainment.

LIFE OF CHUCK - Closing Night Premiere
LIFE OF CHUCK is due for UK release on 22 August 2025.

Director: Mike Flanagan

Writers: Based on the novella by Stephen King, adapted by Mike Flanagan
Producers: Mike Flanagan and Trevor Macy

Cast: Tom Hiddleston, Chiwetel Ejiofor, Karen Gillan, Mark Hamill, Jacob Tremblay,
Matthew Lillard

DEEP COVER - Centrepiece Headliner

Director: Tom Kingsley

Writers: Derek Connolly & Colin Trevorrow, Ben Ashenden & Alexander Owen
Producers: Colin Trevorrow, Walter F. Parkes, Laurie MacDonald

Cast: Bryce Dallas Howard, Orlando Bloom, Nick Mohammed, Paddy Considine,
Sonoya Mizuno, with lan McShane and Sean Bean

Synopsis: DEEP COVER is a fast-paced action comedy starring Bryce Dallas Howard as
Kat, an improv comedy teacher beginning to question if she’s missed her shot at success.
When an undercover cop (Sean Bean) offers her the role of a lifetime, she recruits two of her
students (Orlando Bloom and Nick Mohammed) to infiltrate London’s gangland by
impersonating dangerous criminals.

LOVE & RAGE: MUNROE BERGDORF - Headliner
* Director: Olivia Cappuccini (Andy Murray: Resurfacing)
* Producers: Andee Ryder (The Contestant, McQueen), Sofia Ismail Martin
(McQueen)

WHAT IT FEELS LIKE FOR A GIRL — Headliner

* Lead Director: Brian Welsh
* Creator and Lead Writer: Paris Lees



SXSWik
LONDON

* Cast: Ellis Howard, Laura Haddock, Laquarn Lewis, Hannah Jones, Adam Ali, Alex
Thomas-Smith, Calam Lynch, Jake Dunn, Dickie Beau with Hannah Walters and
Michael Socha

* Executive Producers: Paris Lees, Brian Welsh, Liza Marshall, Ron O’Berst for Hera
Pictures and Nawfal Faizullah for the BBC

* Producer: Frances Du Pille

* Production Company: Hera Pictures (Mary & George, Hamnet), in association with
ITV Studios

THE INSTITUTE - Headliner

* Director: Jack Bender

* Cast: Mary-Louise Parker, Ben Barnes Joe Freeman

* Executive Produced by: Stephen King, Jack Bender, Benjamin Cavell, Gary Barber,
Sam Sheridan, Ed Redlich

More Headliners to be revealed.
About SXSW London

A global platform celebrating the convergence of creativity, culture and innovation, SXSW’s
inaugural European edition SXSW London builds on the brand’s decades of success in
Austin and now Sydney.

Between June 2-7 2025 SXSW London will take over dozens of venues, galleries, clubs and
spaces around Shoreditch in east London, including many independent and community-led
spaces. In addition to the inspiring keynotes, music showcases, and innovations in tech,
gaming and screen that fans have come to expect from SXSW, SXSW London will introduce
new arts and culture programming in a first for the brand globally. SXSW London will also
feature a particular focus on creative sectors and talent from across Europe, and is
anticipated to generate over £75M in direct economic benefits for London and the UK.

Further details on confirmed names can be found in the notes to editors below.

Tag us on:

Instagram:_@sxswlondon

LinkedIn: /sxswlondon

X: @sxswindn

Facebook: /sxswlondon
YouTube:@SXSWLondon
Threads:_ @sxswLondon
TikTok:_@sxswlondon

Media Contact: sxswlondon@freuds.com / Isobel Pyrke / Emily Wigham
Call: 020 3003 6300

For any questions related to press accreditation please contact press@sxswlondon.com
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