
State and energy utility portfolios of efficiency investments have been 
growing for years, with billions of dollars in total spent annually. However, 
affordable housing, especially multifamily buildings, has lagged behind 
as a category in these portfolios.

This yields inequitable outcomes for under-resourced renters and 
people of color, adding to and exacerbating the burdens they already 
face. In fact, according to a 2018 national survey commissioned by 
Energy Efficiency for All, 43 percent of people making less than $40,000 
a year say they make sacrifices such as forgoing opportunities in 
education and healthcare so they can pay for energy. Almost one in 
five report making a “serious sacrifice.” And three times as many black 
and twice as many Latinx report making serious sacrifices to afford their 
utility bills compared to white households.

Since energy used in buildings is a main contributor to carbon pollution 
that drives climate change, we’re also missing important opportunities 
to clean the air. As the costs and consequences of the climate crisis 
mount, they unjustly hit under-resourced communities around the world 
hardest.

Energy Efficiency for All tackles 
these injustices by identifying 
barriers preventing investments 
and advocating for policy 
solutions to break through. 
For example, we educate 
policymakers and the public 
about rules promulgated by 
public utility commissions as 
well as administrative policy 
made by state agencies. 

We also inform activists and allies about changes to federal policy 
governing important programs such as the Weatherization Assistance 
Program (WAP) and the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program 
(LIHEAP).

Energy Efficiency for All (EEFA) unites people from diverse sectors and backgrounds, 
including housing, energy efficiency, environmental, health, and community leaders, 
to collectively make multifamily homes healthy and affordable through energy and 
water efficiency.

Priorities
Adoption of adequate funding 
and performance targets, 
such as energy savings, for 
efficiency programs serving 
under-resourced (low-income) 
communities

Municipal and state policies 
prevent renters from being 
displaced from their homes due 
to investments in energy, water, 
and health upgrades.

State housing finance agencies 
make ever-increasing 
commitments to efficiency and 
health improvements in Low-
Income Housing Tax Credit-
funded properties.

Codes, regulations, and policies 
are designed to address 
minimum energy, water, and  
health performance in existing 
multifamily buildings while 
providing resources to support 
the equitable implementation  
of those codes, regulations, and/
or policies.

Federal energy and housing 
affordability programs are 
protected and expanded.

Equitable Policies
Advancing
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https://www.energyefficiencyforall.org/

