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‘ Potential stepped pedestrian access

‘ Gated pedestrian access

‘ Indicative area of tree planting

' Potential future tree planting

‘ Mown paths
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‘ Species rich meadow

‘ Perennial garden

Fruit trees / community orchard

Perennial garden planting
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EXAMPLES OF COMMUNITY GARDENS

Community gardens can have a range of features that together provide a ‘ ’ ‘ ‘ ‘

positive experience for all visitors and help you relax, learn, exercise, and

enjoy the surroundings. To make these things happen, ensuring there is a ' “

good design and considered layout is vital. Here are some ideas of features
that could be included at Cherry Tree Lane Community Garden:

Seating

Incorporating a range of seating can provide you with a place to relax and
enjoy your local surroundings. It is also an opportunity to use sustainable
materials that complement the local area or use local craftspeople and
designers.

Plants and Flowers

Different planting throughout the garden can create a rich and vibrant
look and feel for a community garden. A mix of colourful flowers could
provide the opportunity to create shapes and images in flowerbeds,
using hardy and adaptable plants would ensure you could enjoy the
garden all year round, and incorporating vegetables, herbs and fragrant
plants could create a sensory experience for everyone.

Paths

Ensuring everyone can access Cherry Tree Lane Community Garden is
crucial. Well-designed pathways can create an informal sense of being
guided around a natural space while also providing step-free options and
easy surfaces to make the garden accessible and inclusive to all who wish
to enjoy the garden.

Public Art

Public art can be used to make a community garden truly unique to a
local place and its residents. It can capture the identity of a community,
geographical area or local heritage and history, and be incorporated into
the garden in a natural way. Including artwork in a garden also creates a
focal point for you to meet friends and could showcase the work of an
artist or group local to Hemel.

Ecology and biodiversity

Various features such as ponds, a woodpile, bug hotels, scented flowers
and nesting boxes can be included to help provide a habitat for animals
and help protect and encourage greater biodiversity. Wild meadow

and grassland can also be maintained longer than a lawn, help bees,
butterflies and insects to thrive.

Learning opportunities

Cherry Tree Lane Community Garden could be a fantastic place for
learning opportunities, where you can find out more about local plants,
animal wildlite, the climate and much more.
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BENEFITS OF COMMUNITY GARDENS

Further benefits associated with community gardens include:

Educational

Many schools use gardening and planting as an opportunity for pupils
to engage with environmental and health and wellbeing issues, and
to learn skills such as researching, patience, teamwork and creativity.
For many young people, classroom environments can be difficult,

and this can be an opportunity to express themselves and learn and
demonstrate skills.

Skills development

Community gardens offer local people ot all ages and abilities the
opportunity to learn new skills, such as how to grow fresh tasty food, how
to support wildlite and how to improve the local environment. They also
promote community empowerment and offer a learning environment that
goes beyond the skills associated with horticulture to include individua
health, selt and community wellbeing and democratic citizenship.
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Another benefit of Cherry Tree Lane Community Garden would be the
opportunity it offers for local residents, community groups and skills
providers, such as Sunnyside Rural Trust, to provide formal and informal
volunteering opportunities. VVolunteers have found that volunteering
improves their ability to communicate, influence and lead, and build
better relationship skills.

Assets for the local residents

An important benetit for residents living locally to Cherry Tree Lane
Community Garden will be a cleaner, greener environment and space
for walking and cycling. Such spaces have been linked to lower crime
rates and reduced anti-social behaviour. Community gardens have
also been known to provide opportunities to develop strong local
communities, where users meet new people and form stronger local
networks and relationships.
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CHERRY TREE LANE GARDEN IDEAS

4. Train Carriages

A tribute to the history of the Nickey line, and the steam trains that used
to run along it. We would construct a wooden steam train with carriage
planters, filled with evergreen and colourtul perennials, beneficial to

wildlife.

5. Straw Plait Garden

A garden to highlight the straw plaiting industry in Hemel, which used
the Nickey Line to transter handmade straw plaits to hat makers in Luton.
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wildlite friendly perennials, as a tribute to the wheat grass used in straw
plaiting.
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