
Major reference works

•	 Build fundamental knowledge and confidence in new 
subject areas.

•	 Bridge disciplines with comprehensive insights that  
connect the dots across subject areas.

•	 Are written and edited by leading experts to provide 
trusted, authoritative knowledge.

•	 Are aligned with other content types on ScienceDirect, 
ensuring your researchers are making the most of your 
content and can easily get the full picture of a subject area.

•	 ScienceDirect Topics seamlessly surfaces critical insights 
from major reference works (MRWs), delivering the 
knowledge your users need, exactly when they need it.

MRWs continue to deliver value for decades

The lifetime usage of MRWs is greater over a longer period of 
time than other content types demonstrating the enduring 
value of this critical foundational content.

 
A recent study shows 60% of MRWs 
usage is still generated 10 years  
after publication*

*Based on Usage Analysis on ScienceDirect 

87% of ScienceDirect users agree they need 
fundamental information in their work.
Source: Survey of 270 users of ScienceDirect.

Advancing human progress together

Major reference works 2026

Empower researchers and students with the foundational knowledge  
to explore, connect, and excel across disciplines.

ScienceDirect
Books



Equip your library with the most comprehensive, 
multidisciplinary resources to inspire discovery  
and innovation.

Contact your sales representative today or visit  
elsevier.com/products/sciencedirect/books

Explore our MRWs 2026, spanning topics from the Anthropocene to Medicinal Chemistry

MRW Expected publication date

Encyclopedia of Endocrine Diseases, 3rd Edition 1 February 2026

Evolution of Nervous Systems, 3rd Edition 1 February 2026

Comprehensive Cryospheric Science and Environmental Change 1 March 2026

Encyclopedia of the Anthropocene, 2nd Edition 1 May 2026

Comprehensive Polymer Science, 2nd Edition 1 May 2026

Comprehensive Medicinal Chemistry, IV 1 May 2026

Encyclopedia in Operations Management 1 May 2026

The Heart and Vascular System: An Encyclopedia 15 May 2026

International Encyclopedia of Language and Linguistics, 3rd Edition 1 June 2026

Food and Consumer Behavior: A Comprehensive Reference 1 June 2026

Encyclopedia of Animal Behavior, 3rd Edition 1 June 2026

Encyclopedia of Ecology, 3rd Edition 1 August 2026

Encyclopedia of Particle Physics 1 August 2026

Encyclopedia of Renewable Energy Engineering 1 September 2026

Encyclopedia of Psychotherapy, 2nd Edition 1 September 2026

Consciousness: A Comprehensive Reference, 2nd Edition 1 September 2026

Comprehensive Organic Functional Group Transformations, III 15 September 2026

Encyclopedia of Social Measurement, 2nd Edition 1 October 2026

Encyclopedia of Climate System Science 15 October 2026

Encyclopedia of Pharmacy Practice and Clinical Pharmacy, 2nd Edition 1 November 2026

Encyclopedia of Tribology and Lubrication 1 November 2026

Encyclopedia of Fuel Processing Technology 15 November 2026

Secure your access to the  
latest editions and save 20%  
by pre-ordering today*

Contact sales today to ensure you receive this special 
offer before they publish.

*Only available pre-publication of the MRW

This offer cannot be combined with any other discounts or promotions 
and is valid only for purchases made directly through Elsevier.

ScienceDirect is a service mark of Elsevier Inc. 
Copyright © 2025 Elsevier B.V. 

“Reading an article in a major reference 
work is like attending a keynote address 
given by a recognized expert. These experts 
provide context, insight and information 
that would normally take days to acquire 
and process.” 

Librarian at a large Canadian University


