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Global perspective on relevance of International Rankings

Corporates
Evaluating

universities globally

Funders
Evaluating

universities globally

Government
Evaluating

universities globally

Students & Parents
Criteria used when

choosing a university

University Management
Evaluating and benchmarking  

institutions locally
and internationally

Policy Makers
Evaluating

universities globally



Challenges for universities 
related to the bibliometric datasets used in rankings

• Data being used to calculate rankings is hard to get

• It is difficult to benchmark with peers across the bibliometric data and 
especially on the subject level, making it harder to action on it

• Management-level reports around university rankings are often based on 
approximations of the data being used and the resultant indicators and 
scores, limiting their strategic value

• Methodologies are complex



In 2021 we started a program to mitigate these challenges

2021 2022 2023 2024

THE WUR 2023

THE WUR 2022 THE Impact Ranking QS WUR

HCCR THE WUR 3.0



THE 

World University Rankings
SciVal Rankings analysis



The bibliometric dataset from Elsevier 
40% of the Overall ranking score (THE WUR)



THE WUR 3.0 Methodology

40%



Overview of all underlying 
bibliometric scores:

• Research productivity (5.5%)  
• International Collaboration (2.5%) 
• Citation Impact (15%)
• Research Strength (5%) 
• Research Excellence (5%) 
• Research Influence (5%) 
• Patents (2%)

Gain an overview of all bibliometric scores and publications 
considered – 40% of Overall ranking score

2021, 2022, 
2023 or 2024 

Rankings

View overall 
rank and 

publications 
considered 

in the 
Rankings

Understand the 
Institution definition 

used

Export the data for 
further analysis

* Research influence is generated by an algorithm controlled by THE and so details are not available in SciVal

THE Subject 
areas filter



Citation Score with the underlying:
• Global FWCI (5yr) scores &
• Country-normalised FWCI (5yr) scores

Analyze the drivers behind the Citation Score
15% of the Overall ranking score

Trend and comparison 
with previous years - 

FWCI (5 yr)

Trends per THE 
subject area



Scholarly Output used by THE
(around 19% of Research Environment indicator and 

5.5% of the Overall Ranking Score)

International Output used by THE
(1/3 of the International Outlook Indicator and 2.5% 

of Overall Ranking Score)

Analyze further
(in the publication modal or by 

exporting or creating a Publication Set)

Analyze other bibliometric drivers
25% of the Overall ranking score



Research Excellence Score
(1/6 of the Research Quality Indicator 

and 5% of Overall Ranking Score)

Analyze other bibliometric drivers
25% of the Overall ranking score

Patents Score
(1/2 of the Industry Indicator and 2% 

of Overall Ranking Score)

Research Strength Score
(1/6 of the Research Quality Indicator 

and 5% of Overall Ranking Score)

Analyze further
(in the publication modal or by 

exporting or creating a Publication Set)

Box plots derived from the 5, 
25, 50, 75 and 95 percentiles 

View and analyze lists of 
patents or cited publications



QS 
World University Rankings

SciVal Rankings analysis



The bibliometric dataset from Elsevier 
25% of the Overall ranking score (QS WUR)

Citations per Faculty – 20%
International Research Network (IRN) – 5%



Citations per Faculty with the underlying 
data across all QS Faculty areas:
• Scholarly Output (QS)
• Citations (QS)
• Normalized Total Citation Count (QS)

Analyze the bibliometric drivers behind Citations per Faculty, 

across all QS Faculty areas
20% of the Overall ranking

Scholarly Output used by QS

Underlying data used to 
calculate Citations per Faculty

Analyze further
(in the publication modal or by 

exporting or creating a 
Publication Set)



Scholarly Output used by QS

Underlying metrics used in calculating 
the International Research Network

Analyze further
(in the publication modal or by exporting or creating 

a Publication Set)

Analyze the bibliometric drivers behind the International Research 
network (IRN)
5% of overall ranking



Comprehend metrics calculation in the metrics guidance



Coming to SciVal soon…Sustainability
5% of overall ranking

Scholarly Output mapped to 
SDGs

July 2024



Benchmark with peers and analyze trends
Analyses and information to understand performance and inform plans

Benchmark with peers across all QS bibliometric drivers and QS Faculty Area level for the 
2024 and 2025 Rankings without the need to generate proxies and manually curate the 
bibliometric datasets

• Analyze, benchmark and produce peer comparison reports across all bibliometric 
drivers directly in Compare

• Benchmark at the QS Faculty Area level for deeper understanding of your university’s 
position and to inform faculty and department level plans

• Analyze the trends in the bibliometric drivers to enrich your understanding and 
inform plans accordingly



Benchmark with peers across all 
bibliometric drivers 

Compare on QS Faculty Area level

Benchmark with peers and analyze trends
Analyses and information to understand performance and inform plans

Benchmark with peers across all 
bibliometric drivers  using chart



Benchmark publication strategies against peers



Benchmark publication strategies against peers



THE Impact Rankings
SciVal Rankings analysis



UN SDGs in SciVal and 
THE Impact Rankings

• 2023 SDG queries are used in the THE Impact Rankings methodology

• 16 of the 17 SDGs are available to analyze on SciVal as a subject 
classification or predefined Research Areas.

• Queries were created by our data science teams working with experts 
to create representations of each SDG to enable detailed analysis. 

• We are open and transparent about our methodologies.

→ The queries and documentation supporting the 2023 search query 
methodology are freely available in Digital Commons Data

→ The queries and documentation supporting the 2020 search query 
methodology remain freely available in Digital Commons Data 

• We continue to collaborate and gather feedback with customers and 
the community to help improve the queries in the future

• We have both the 2020 and 2021 SDGs in SciVal so customers can 
compare the differences between the 2 sets of mappings

https://sdgs.un.org/goals
https://elsevier.digitalcommonsdata.com/datasets/y2zyy9vwzy/1
https://elsevier.digitalcommonsdata.com/datasets/87txkw7khs/1
https://www.elsevier.com/about/partnerships/sdg-research-mapping-initiative


Analyze the drivers behind research metrics used in the 
THE Impact rankings
27% of the SDG Scores

Analyze, understand and generate insights based on the actual research metrics used in 27% 
of the THE Impact Rankings, rather than proxies developed in-house

• Overview of the major research metrics used per SDG in the Impact rankings

− Collated in a single page for SDGs a university participates in alongside the overall rank and score

• Visualize trends and complete in-depth analyses with research metrics for each publication 
year 

• Analyze the underlying publications to identify leading researchers and collaboration 
opportunities, removing manual curation steps



Analyze the drivers behind actual research metrics used in 

the THE Impact rankings
27% of the SDG Scores



Our university ranking program continues

2021 2022 2023 2024

THE WUR 2023

THE Impact Ranking QS WUR

HCCR THE WUR 3.0

“Tracker”



US News Rankings

Best National University Rankings (Best Colleges)

• Scopus and SciVal data is used for the Best National 
University Rankings (Best Colleges rankings) methodology.

• The data contributes 4% to overall ranking.

• Expected to launch in SciVal in September.

Best Graduate School rankings

• Best Engineering Schools also use Scopus and SciVal based 
bibliometrics.

• The data contributes 10% to overall ranking.

• Rankings announced on 18th June by USNews.



Rankings Metric Tracker - MVP

• Get a recent view on Rankings metrics to prepare for 
upcoming Rankings and set expectation and 
communication accordingly.

• Analyse the trend of the metrics with underlying 
publication and benchmark with peers.

• Augument the data to create an accurate model. 

• University grouping and Clustering

• Feature Scope

• Tipping point (THE and QS)

• Score Simulation and modelling



Thank you
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