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Improving the research process with ScienceDirect topics
Researchers at every stage of their scientific careers encounter unknown terms and concepts  
and require background, contextual knowledge to progress. But finding one’s path through a  

literature search can be overwhelming.

That is why we created ScienceDirect Topics. Our free topic pages, extending across 20 scientific 
disciplines, provide readers with a comprehensive database of reliable background and contextual 

knowledge making it easy to get up to speed with new and unfamiliar concepts.

Whether accessed while reading an article or searching the web, ScienceDirect Topics  
helps researchers leverage key information within their natural workflows.

13 million visits 
on average  
per month

329,000+ 
topic pages...

...Hyperlinked from 
over 4.8 million 
journal articles

A New Age of Discovery: Using AI to Generate Topic Pages

 Improve the research workflow with ScienceDirect topics

Data Mining

We run our taxonomies 
across all Elsevier’s book 

content and other reference 
material to identify 
potential candidates  

for extraction. 

Algorithmic  
Information Extraction

We then use natural language 
processing algorithms to 

ensure the right sections of 
content are being chosen.

Relevancy Ranking

Heuristic techniques are 
used to rank definitions 
and snippets to push the 
most relevant and diverse 

information to the top. 

Quality  
Confirmation

By collecting feedback 
from subject matter 

experts and measuring 
quality, topic pages are 

continuously improving. 

Taxonomy Building 

Over 15 taxonomies in 
different fields have been 
used to identify the most 

important concepts to 
build topic pages.

Topic Pages
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New analytical value Better Workflows Books and journals  
working together

Usage and turnaways resulting 
from topic pages carry more 
value as they demonstrate that 
the user has chosen this book 
chapter based on reviewing a 
section of the chapter. 

* Based on all visits in 2019, Adobe Analytics

visitors return within 
a month to view 
more topic pages
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