IP&MC Call for papers
Academic Search and Learning with GenAI (AS&LwGAI): 
New Agency, New Behavior, and Ntrack ew Ecology
Call for papers and posters for The Information Processing & Management Conference 2026 (IP&MC2026) on the thematic track of Academic Search and Learning with GenAI: New Agency, New Behavior, and New Ecology. All accepted full papers will be included in a special issue of Information Processing & Management; poster papers will appear in the conference proceedings only.
Background
Generative artificial intelligence (GenAI) is transforming academic search by enabling automated or semi-automated learning environments with conversational and synthesis capabilities. This paradigm shift raises fundamental questions about learner agency, higher-order cognition and metacognition, critical thinking, digital literacy, digital fairness, and academic integrity in GenAI-enhanced academic search. This special track provides a forum for interdisciplinary dialogue among researchers in information behavior, interactive information retrieval, learning science, and human‑centred AI. We seek contributions that advance theoretical models, empirical studies, and system designs that place the human at the centre of GenAI‑enhanced academic search. 
We welcome submissions on the following topics, including but not limited to:
· Agency and cognitive models of academic searchers using GenAI tools (stand-alone or embedded within academic search platforms)
· GenAI-enhanced academic search systems
· Impact of GenAI on academic search and learning processes
· Search as Learning in human-AI collaborative contexts
· Supporting critical and creative thinking using GenAI-enhanced academic search 
· Information behavior in GenAI-assisted academic search
· Evaluation and metrics for human-AI collaborative search
· Literacy cultivation for GenAI-assisted academic search
· Ethical frameworks for responsible GenAI-assisted academic search
· Tools and methods for information quality assessment in GenAI-assisted academic search 
· GenAI scaffolding for metacognition in the context of academic search
Submission information
All full papers and posters must be presented in person at the conference by the named presenter.
· Full Papers (Journal & Proceedings Publication)
Journal Publication: Authors are to submit their manuscripts by selecting the “Full Paper” submission type. Accepted full papers will automatically be considered for our special issue of IP&M: Academic Search and Learning with GenAI (AS&LwGAI): New Agency, New Behavior, and New Ecology.
Proceedings Publication (Optional): In addition to the journal publication, authors of full papers have the option (but are not required) to submit a condensed version of their work for the conference proceedings as a poster after evaluation of full papers. This submission is a maximum of 4 pages plus references, and will be published in Procedia Computer Science.
· Posters (Proceedings Publication)
Posters are limited to 4 pages, plus references. Accepted posters will be included in a dedicated poster session at the conference and published in the conference proceedings in Procedia Computer Science.
All manuscripts must follow the formatting guidelines of the IP&M journal and be submitted through the official online submission system. Further details at: https://www.elsevier.com/events/conferences/all/information-processing-and-management-conference/participate
For any questions, please contact the track chairs by sending an email with the track name in the subject: [IP&MC2026-AS&LwGAI].
Chang Liu, Peking University, imliuc@pku.edu.cn
Soo Young Rieh, University of Texas at Austin, rieh@ischool.utexas.edu
Luanne Sinnamon, University of British Columbia, luanne.sinnamon@ubc.ca
Orland Hoeber, University of Regina, orland.hoeber@uregina.ca
Xiaoxuan Song, Nanjing Agricultural University, songxiaoxuan@njau.edu.cn
Important Dates
Manuscript submission: 30 June 2026 
Author notification deadline: ongoing; final notifications by 5 August 2026
Author registration deadline: 14 August 2026
Early booking deadline: 14 August 2026
Links
Conference website: 
https://www.elsevier.com/events/conferences/all/information-processing-and-management-conference
Submission portal: 
https://app.oxfordabstracts.com/stages/80479/submitter

