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Journal and Article Ecosystem
How Elsevier supports scholarly communication

Community building

over 3,000 journal brands

Filtering/Editing

• >3.5m article submissions

• >720,000 published articles

• 36,000 editors

• ~100,000 editorial board members

• >1.7m reviewers

Archiving

>22 million articles

Dissemination

>2.4 billion articles consumed

Production

Technological enrichment
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Elsevier Submitted Articles* (Units, Millions)

Article Volume Growth: Submissions 
Consistent article submissions volume growth
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* unique article submissions; internal article transfers excluded.

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

1.3

3.5

CAGR +11%



Elsevier Published Articles* (‘000’)

Article Volume Growth: Published Articles 
Consistent published articles volume growth
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* From 2023, the published article number includes articles when their Version of Record is available to read, whereas until and including 2022, published article numbers include 

the Version of Record of articles in the completed journal issue they belong to. 

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

400

728

CAGR +7%



Elsevier Open Access Articles Published* (‘000’)
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* From 2023, the published article number includes articles when their Version of Record is available to read, whereas until and including 2022, published article numbers include 

the Version of Record of articles in the completed journal issue they belong to. 
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2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

140

111

2024

20

251

CAGR +32%

Open Access Articles in Full OA Journals Open Access Articles in Hybrid Journals

Published Articles: Open Access



Journal and Article Quality 
Article and citation share

Share of articles per publisher (published in 2020-2023) and citation share (citations in 2020-23 in relation to articles published in 2020-23). Source: Scopus data.
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* Articles published in 2020-2023. Field Weighted Citation Impact (FWCI) is calculated based on citations received in 2020-2023 to articles published in 2020-2023 and accounts for article 

type, publication year and subject field. Source: Scopus data. 

Journal and Article Quality 
Share of articles per journal quality tier 
Share of articles per journal Field Weighted Citation Impact Tier* 

Total market

7

Elsevier

Publisher C

Publisher A Publisher B

Other

Higher

quality

Lower

quality

Share of articles in 

top 10% journal FWCI tier

Share of articles in 

10%-25% journal FWCI tier

Share of articles in 

25%-50% journal FWCI tier

Share of articles in 

bottom 50% journal FWCI tier



Journal and Article Quality 
Share of articles per journal quality tier*

* Articles published in 2020-2023. Field Weighted Citation Impact (FWCI) is calculated based on citations received in 2020-23 to articles published in 2020-23 and accounts for article 

type, publication year and subject field. Source: Scopus data. 8



Monthly visits

+12% CAGR 

since 2019

>140m

Article views per 

second

>80
Searches 

per day

>800k

Monthly 

Researchers

>20m
Articles 

consumed* 

per year 

>2.4bn

Increasing article volume, search and usability, adding sophisticated analytical capabilities

Leading research platforms with global reach and scale

2024 data * Unique article views and downloads



Indexed Average Subscription Article List Price*

Journal Article Price 
Average list price per subscription article

1.0

2.0

3.2

2.0

Elsevier Company A Company B Company C

* Indexed weighted average of list prices for 2023 subscription year versus articles published in 2023 taking Elsevier as baseline. Sources: Publisher websites, Scopus data, Unpaywall 

database.10
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Journal Article Price 
Average list price per subscription article
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Indexed Average Subscription Article List Price*

* Indexed weighted average of list prices for 2023 subscription year versus articles published in 2023 taking Elsevier as baseline. Bubble size represents number of sub article output 

2023. Sources: Unpaywall, Delta Think, Publisher websites Q1 2023. Sources: Publisher websites, Scopus data, Unpaywall database.
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Journal Article Price 
Average list price per subscription article

Indexed Average Subscription Article List Price*

* Indexed weighted average of list prices for 2023 subscription year versus articles published in 2023 taking Elsevier as baseline. Bubble size represents number of sub article output 

2023. Sources: Unpaywall, Delta Think, Publisher websites Q1 2023. Sources: Publisher websites, Scopus data, Unpaywall database.
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Growth Rate of Average Subscription Article List Price*

Journal Article Price
Average list price per subscription article over time

5 years 10 years5 years 10 years 5 years 10 years 5 years 10 years

Elsevier Company A Company B Company C

* 5-year (2019-2023) and 10-year (2014-2023) compound annual growth rates. Sources: Publisher websites, Scopus data, Unpaywall database.
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* 2023 Volume Weighted – based on quantity of Open Access articles, list price APCs. Bubble size represents number of OA output 2023 that have APC data.
Sources: Unpaywall, DeltaThink, company websites; Q1 2023.

Hybrid journals Gold journals
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Article publishing charges 
Delivering above-average quality at below-average price

APC charges* by journal type

https://unpaywall.org/
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