
www.freefrom.org
Facebook & Twitter: @freefromorg / Instagram: @freefromdotorg

CALACCOUNT: A SAFE AND AFFORDABLE 
OPTION FOR GBV SURVIVORS

“I was not allowed to spend money. My money was deposited into a bank account 
that was in my name but only my partner had access to my banking card. I wasnʼt 
allowed to go inside the bank unless he was there with me so he could see what I 

was doing.” - A Survivor in California

The Problem

● 48.3% of women in California will be subjected to GBV by an intimate partner in their lifetime1

● 44.2% of men in California will be subjected to GBV by an intimate partner in their lifetime2

● Transgender and gender-diverse communities are at higher risk of being subjected to GBV, 
relative to cisgender women3

Gender-based violence (GBV) is extremely prevalent in California

The Solution

● Flexibility with ID and address alternatives, such as using a trusted third-party’s address
● Allowing a survivor to deactivate and replace their debit card for no fee
● Allowing a survivor to flag regions from which transactions should be denied

The CalAccount program can increase access to bank accounts for survivors through no-cost bank 
accounts with opt-in services prioritizing survivor accountholders’ needs such as:

California can lead the way in creating financial services and products that work 
for survivors. With such services, CalAccount would be the first program in the 
nation to offer survivor-centered services statewide.

Of surveyed survivors in California who sought support from their bank:7

Financial institutions in California need to provide supportive banking for survivors of GBV 

56.9% of surveyed survivors in California said that a harm-doer had 
monitored, accessed, withdrawn from, or otherwise 
controlled their bank account4,5

18.1% of surveyed survivors in California said that they do not have a 
bank account6

57.4% did not receive any help 35.3% received unhelpful support



About FreeFrom

At FREEFROM,8 we work to end gender-based violence with survivors by building safety and economic 
freedom. We do this through bold survivor-led strategies that build our collective power and activate 
everyone in society to play their part — before, during, and beyond moments of crisis. 
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Contact Us

For more information, contact Cynthia Amezcua (State Policy and Advocacy Manager) at 
cynthia.amezcua@freefrom.org.

The community organizations supporting CalAccount include a growing coalition of racial and economic 
justice organizations, financial access advocates, and labor unions. Learn more at CalAccount.com. 
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