
 

 
 
Annual General Meeting of Electors 
Wednesday 26 March 2025 
 
MINUTES 
 
OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF ELECTORS HELD IN THE FUNCTION 
ROOM, ADMINISTRATION CENTRE, ORCHARD AVENUE, ARMADALE ON 
WEDNESDAY 26 MARCH 2025 COMMENCING AT 7.02PM 
 
PRESENT: The Mayor, R Butterfield Presided 

 
Cr K Busby Minnawarra Ward 
Cr G J Smith Minnawarra Ward 
Cr S Stoneham Hills Ward 
Cr P A Hetherington Palomino Ward 
Cr L Sargeson Palomino Ward 
Dr C Wielinga Heron Ward 
Cr M Silver Lake Ward 
Cr SS Virk Lake Ward 
Cr S Peter Ranford Ward 
Cr K Kamdar Ranford Ward 
Cr J Keogh River Ward 

 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: 
 

Mr J Lyon A/Chief Executive Officer 
Ms S van Aswegen Executive Director Community Services 
Mr P Sanders Executive Director Development Services 
Mr P Balley A/Executive Director Technical Services 
Ms E Stenhouse Manager Communications and 

Engagement 
Mr N Errol Senior Media & Communications Advisor 
Mr D Baker Senior Governance Advisor (Teams) 
Mrs A Owen-Brown Executive Assistant Corporate Services 
Ms A Lazaroo Executive Assistant Technical Services 
Ms J Cranston Executive Assistant Community Services 

 
 
 Public: 11 
 
APOLOGIES: Leave of Absence previously granted to Cr S J Mosey 

 
Apologies received:   Cr M J Hancock; Cr J Joy  
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Her Worship the Mayor, Ruth Butterfield, welcomed those in attendance to the 2023/24 
Annual General Meeting of Electors and declared the Annual General Meeting of Electors 
open at 7:02pm. 
 
The Mayor read the Acknowledgement to Country and introduced Elected Members and 
the City’s Senior Executives. 
 
 
1 BUSINESS OF MEETING 
 
Presenting the 2023/24 Annual Report 
 
 
1.1 2023/24 Annual Financial Report 

 
The Mayor called for questions to be raised that specifically related to the Annual 
Financial Report. 
 
No questions were raised. 
 
Moved G Munn 
Seconded M Northcott 
 
That the 2023/24 Annual Financial Report be received 
 
Carried 

 
 
 
1.2 Auditor’s Report 

 
The A/CEO read the Independent Auditors Report. 
 
The Mayor called for questions to be raised that specifically related to the Auditor’s 
Report. 
 
No questions were raised. 
 
Moved V Hansen 
Seconded P Davey 
 
That the Independent Auditors Report be received 
 
Carried 
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1.3 2023/24 Annual Report (Remaining Parts) 

 
The Mayor read the Mayor’s Foreward of the 2023/24 Annual Report. 
 
The Mayor called for questions to be raised specifically related to the remaining parts 
of the 2023/24 Annual Report. 
 
No questions were raised. 
 
Moved P Davey 
Seconded I Dunstan 
 
That the remaining parts of the 2023/24 Annual Report be received 
 
Carried 
 
 

2 GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
The Mayor read: 
 
A public notice was placed in the Examiner on 27 February 2025 advertising the Annual 
General Meeting and inviting persons who may be seeking information that may require 
research, being requested to give at least 2 days notice to the Chief Executive Officer. 
 

2.1 Questions of which prior notice has been given 
 

Nil. 
 
 
 

2.2 Motions of which prior notice has been given 
 
Nil. 
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2.3 Questions received from the floor 
 
Q1: Mr Dennis Grimwood – 7 Sapphire Court, Mt Richon 
 
Council, given your statutory executive government functions and powers are wholly 
sourced from the Crown under the Office of our Sovereign King Charles III, King of 
Australia, why is it that you have chosen to acknowledge and pay your respects to: 
 
(i) all the Whadjuk people; and 
(ii) “to any Aboriginal people in the room”; and 
(iii) fly the Aboriginal flag 
 
whilst ignoring the Crown by any form of reference, symbol or acknowledgement? 
 
Mayor: 
 
The action forms part of the City's Reconciliation Action Plan, which aims to work with our 
community and provide details on a path to better relations between Aboriginal residents 
in the City of Armadale. The Reconciliation Action Plan is consistent with the General 
Function Requirements of the Local Government Act 1995, Section 3.1 (b) i and ii, which 
were introduced in 2023. 
 
 
Q2: Mr Ian Dunstan – U19/24 Aragon Court, Armadale 
 
Last year, at the Electors Meeting I asked couple of questions, one of which was about 
my rates that was up by 9.1%. The question was taken on notice and I’m still waiting for 
an explanation. Is there any chance the Executive Director can have a look at that and 
get back to me at some point? 
 
EDCS: 
Thanks and yes, I’ll follow up on that response. My understanding was that we had 
responded. Clearly we haven't on that matter, so I will ensure you get a response. 
 
 
Q3: Mr Phil Davey – 12 Lenore Street, Roleystone 
 
Do we have an update on what the current turnover percentage at the City of Armadale 
has been over the past financial year currently? 
 
And secondly, do we have an update on the actual spending overall for the current 
temporary staff and/or consultants covering any positions currently vacant? 
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A/CEO: 
Yes, we do have an update on the staff turnover. The figures today are around 8.9%. We 
expect that to hit around 11.9% by the end of the financial year. That's about half of where 
that metropolitan average was last year. We haven't got the rest of the metropolitan 
average at the moment as we will have to wait until the end of the financial year, so we 
are waiting to see what the effect has been on the other metropolitan local governments 
has been. We are certainly a lot better off than this time last year. 
 
On the actual cost, I'll take that on notice. We should be able to find that information for 
you. 
 
 
Q4: Mr Ian Dunstan – U19/24 Aragon Court, Armadale 
 
Lot 301 Abbey Road, now has Metconnex installing the principal shared path. Last year, 
the CEO replied that this was still being negotiated with the state government. 
 
Has there been any outcome on that? 
 
Mayor: 
Yes, they bought if off us. 
 
Mr Dunstan: 
Is the City able to disclose a price or is that confidential? 
 
Mayor: 
I will take that on notice 
 
Mr Dunstan: 
Would you clarify it was the whole Lot or a portion or half of it? 
 
Mayor: 
It was a portion. 
 
Mr Dunstan: 
Was it the eastern portion? 
 
Mayor: 
It’s where they’re building the principle shared path. That’s my recollection. If I find that’s 
incorrect, I’ll get back to you with the correct answer. 
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Q5: Mr Phil Davey – 12 Lenore Street, Roleystone 
 
The lease and license policy has been ongoing for some time as many of you know, 
through workshops, Committee meetings, Council meetings, as well as the needed 
officer’s report. Recently this matter was then referred to SOHAG, the City of Armadale, 
Standing Orders and House Advisory Group, for further review.  
 
How many meetings must it take to review and discuss a policy to allow it to be finalised? 
 
Why did we need to further refer this to SOHAG?  
 
Would not a workshop of you all and reported to anyone not present, be a more productive 
outcome rather than multiple and continuing meetings? Would this also not help the 
reported backlog to be cleared sooner than continuing with all the varied meetings? 
 
 
Mayor: 
It has been referred back to SOHAG and we have been dealing with another matter of 
another policy in SOHAG. We have had a couple of meetings and so it is still with SOHAG 
and it is a very, very important piece of work. It's been a long time coming and it will apply 
for a long time and the impacts on the various community groups could range from 
significant in the negative or significant in the positive. 
 
It will change the way that each group is managed and what price they pay or what the 
conditions are. So I don't think that it would be a good idea to rush such an important 
piece of work; and so it remains with SOHAG for review. 
 
 
Q6: Mr Dennis Grimwood – 7 Sapphire Court, Mt Richon 
 
For the 2024 Annual Meeting of Electors, the person presiding declared, quote:  
 
“I will conduct this meeting generally in accordance with the City Standing Orders.” 
 
In relation to this meeting, standing orders are mostly irrelevant because the defined 
process relate only to Council and Councillors. 
 
So will you please amend Local Law Standing Orders 2000 to prescribe open and 
transparent procedures for Elector Meetings? 
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Mayor: 
The City is not going to review the meeting standing orders. The government is 
introducing a uniform set of meeting procedures, so they will give us their model set. 
There is no use us doing all the work and then having it thrown out. So that should be 
happening this year and when it when it becomes available, it will be on the Department 
of Local Government, Sports and Cultural Industries website. We are waiting for that to 
come through. 
 
Mr Grimwood: 
If, Clause. 8.43 of Standing Orders says “No member of the Council or a committee or 
member of the public is to reflect adversely on the character or actions of a member, 
officer or any other person participating in the meeting”; is applied, it prevents under threat 
of penalty, the lawful exercising of statutory and common law rights for a citizen to bring 
the decisions and actions of their local government, council, elected members or officers 
to account. And in particular, we have a set of officers who are covered by that clause. 
 
Council, will you please delete this clause from all meeting procedures because it is unjust 
and coercive? 
 
Mayor: 
If you criticise you adversely reflected something quite different. So the clause which you 
refer to reflects the Local Government (Model Code of Conduct) Regulations 2021, which 
prohibits Council members from adversely reflecting on others. Moreover, the law gives 
no privilege, and I know we've been on about this for years, no privilege to any other 
attendee in this place like exists with parliamentary privilege. This means that statements 
made in this forum or any Council or Committee meeting, have no statutory protections 
to those who may be inclined to make statements that can be taken by others to be 
offensive, defamatory, racist or so forth. 
 
 
Q7: Ms Bree Hartley – 6 Haimlee Street, Kelmscott 
 
Are Councillors aware of the fabulous work being done by the NCN, the Neighborhood 
Connections Network? We meet 8 times a year, it's a really fabulous opportunity for 
leaders of local community groups to get together, discuss what's happening with their 
group and also what the City of Armadale are offering in terms of special events, ways to 
be involved and things like the Kindness Project last year.  
 
Roleystone Theatre took part and we found out about it that the NCN meeting and it was 
just a beautiful thing to do and obviously there's been some recent outreach that has 
happened through the NCN as well. So just wanted to make sure that Councillor's are 
aware of how valuable that is to community groups and the wonderful work that they're 
doing. 
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Mayor: 
Thank you very much. We'll take that one on notice. Thank you very much Bree. And I 
am aware of what that neighbourhood connections program does. I've heard several 
reports, so multiple reports that it's doing fantastically well in the community. I haven’t 
been to a meeting yet, I must come along. 
 
 
Q8: Mr Phil Davey – 12 Lenore Street, Roleystone 
 
Karragullen Reserve. Looking at the master plan from the City of Armadale Parks, which 
was dated April 2021, I think it was last reviewed, and the fact that Karragullen Reserve 
is on the City of Armadale higher list of reserves that could be hired. 
 
Do we have any update on what's going to happen with the Karagullen Reserve? 
 
I appreciate there’s water constraints.  
 
Is there any plan in the master plan to do something with Karragullen Reserve to bring it 
back up to a far better standard? 
 
Mayor: 
I don’t’ know so I’ll take it on notice. But you’ve actually outlined some of the issues. It’s 
water in a drying climate. 
 
 
Q9: Mr Ian Dunstan – U19/24 Aragon Court, Armadale 
 
In relation to ongoing discussions with the City and Metronet and Metconnex, has there 
been any discussions regarding public input into the realm, the public realm, the station 
there, and also to the North and South?  
 
Has there been any definite plan or outline of what's going underneath the viaduct at this 
stage of the game? 
 
EDDS: 
The development applications were actually advertised for public comment for 
development application number 3, which included the design. It has varied somewhat, 
and the northern area close to the northern end of Aragon Court was part of the 
development application which was advertised again as part of the principal shared path. 
The area that the Council's designing at Central Park has been part of a community 
engagement process and now we're doing some more detailed community engagement 
with individual users. 
 
Mr Dunstan: 
Are we able to see any of those plans? Are there any discussions with Metronet regarding 
drainage and discharge of stormwater drainage? 
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EDDS: 
There's a couple that we can answer at the City. If you want to meet with us, we'll go 
through it and there are a couple that you probably need to ask for Metconnex. I can 
assure you the drainage considerations by the Metconnex team has been central to the 
design there and there’s new swale in Frog Hollow that will connect north of Armadale 
Road that they’re constructing at the moment to address some of those flooding issues. 
 
 
Q10: Mr Dennis Grimwood – 7 Sapphire Court, Mt Richon 
 
On August 22, 2022 Council resolved to establish City's Reconciliation Action Plan for 
October 2023 to 2025. 
 
Given land rights have been determined, compensation for the stolen generation have 
been committed, subsidised housing, education, childcare, medical, dental and hospital 
care, education, workplace training, pensions and benefits, public transport, sports and 
recreation and community facilities, and all rights normally available to Australian citizens 
have been available, and we see Aboriginal people happily coexisting and integrated into 
the Armadale Regions society on a daily basis. 
 
What are the elements of integration within the scope of your powers remaining 
unresolved? 
 
And what are the primary impediments preventing unity? In other words, why is this 
program ongoing indefinitely? Why can't you achieve unity? 
 
Mayor: 
The City's view on reconciliation aligns with that cited on the Reconciliation Australia 
website. We believe that reconciliation is an ongoing journey that reminds us that while 
generations of Australians have fought hard for meaningful change and some of those 
agreements have been put in place, like you're saying. Future gains are likely to take just 
as much, if not more effort. In other words, reconciliation is an ongoing process that City 
of Armadale is committed to. So we don't believe that there is complete reconciliation at 
the moment and we believe that we need to keep working at it; that’s been our experience. 
 
Mr Grimwood: 
In the minutes of the Annual General Meeting of Electors March 24 on page 12, a question 
was asked by Mr Healy that says, and this is in relation to your reconciliation Elders 
meeting group. 
 
“I noticed that there's nobody around representing this area at our meeting. Instead of 
just having negative comments, can Council make arrangements to have somebody from 
the Aboriginal area attend our Electors Meeting and give us a bit of a rundown on how 
successful Council has been with all these projects because it's not just one off. There 
are projects that are going to be continuing for years and the other area is law and order.” 
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So far you haven't been able to produce one to respond to that question. What is their 
perception of where all this is taking or helping them in this program? 
 
 
Mayor: 
I don't think it's their job to come along here and talk to you about it. We work with them 
so we get the feedback and the programs have been, it’s an ongoing journey. I stand by 
the answer that I gave last time, that this meeting is held following the rules that we 
conduct under the Local Government Act 1995 and we, at the moment, can't invite 
random people in to give feedback. 
 
Mr Grimwood: 
The group at the Champion Center runs behind closed doors as far as the public is 
concerned. There is no public information available at all about what's going on. When 
you're pouring money into it,  the ratepayers are entitled to know what's happening. Where 
is the money being spent, how is it being spent and on what it's producing. 
 
 
Mayor: 
We have just produced a report (Annual Report) with a lot of the detail that you had just 
talked about. So it's all audited. It is all here in a public document for you to see what's 
going on at the Champion Centre, so I would encourage everyone if they haven't had a 
chance to have a read, have read of that document and you'll get the information about 
how much it costs and what programs are run. 
 
 
Q11: Ms Bree Hartley – 6 Haimlee Street, Kelmscott 
 
Are there are plans to raise the profile of the Community Citizen of the Year Award, which 
might also as a side product, help have more nominees coming, but also just to celebrate 
the amazing community members that we have? 
 
Mayor: 
I’ll take it on notice. Thank you. 
 
 
Q12: Mr Ian Dunstan – U19/24 Aragon Court, Armadale 
 
I walk every morning and I cross over the bridge over Minawarra Lake. It's in a state of 
disrepair at this stage. The other issue is, there’s a tree that overhangs just on the edge 
of the lake there and overhangs the bridge. It’s got bird droppings and unfortunately, if it's 
wet it is slippery.Can that possibly be looked at some stage for a bit of maintenance to be 
done on the bridge? 
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Mayor: 
Absolutely. Thank you. 
 
 
Q13: Mr Dennis Grimwood – 7 Sapphire Court, Mt Richon 
 
Council in relation to the City's Reconciliation Action Plan, October 23-25, an engagement 
and consultation with the Aboriginal elders and community members policy, you have 
claimed your ahead of powers legislative authority is Section 3.11 (a) (b) of the Local 
Government Act 1995. 
 
To involve Aboriginal people in decision making processes the only way to give effect to 
that mandatory requirement, is to establish a committee of Council that includes and 
involves Aboriginal community representatives. 
 
To create lawful jurisdiction on these matters, will you establish a committee under s 5.9 
(2) (c) of the Local Government Act 1995 that allows a committee to have non councillor 
or officer members? 
 
Mayor: 
We have the Elders Advisory Group and as per the City's Reconciliation Action Plan, the 
City is in the process of working with Aboriginal Elders to re-establish an Elders Advisory 
Group. So in the past we had a group called ATSIAC when I first got onto Council a long 
time ago. And in the meantime, we've had various versions of Elders groups and the 
Elders that gather at the Champion Centre at the moment are not a formalised group, I 
believe. So we are re-establishing the Elders Advisory Group and they will become that 
vehicle that gives us feedback. 
 
 
Q14: Mr Ian Dunstan – U19/24 Aragon Court, Armadale 
 
Metronet have opened up pedestrian access through Frog Hollow in line with Streich 
Avenue. Is the Council still responsible for the footpath on the southern side of 
Frog Hollow? This is from where it was cut off, where the access gate is into the end of 
the construction site and then goes down towards the roundabout at Nerrigen Street and 
Orchard Avenue there. 
 
EDDS: 
It's certainly on the South side we’re responsible, on the North side it would be a mix 
between us and Metconnex but if you have a concern about the condition of it, advise the 
Ciy and we’ll raise that with Metconnex. 
 
Mr Dunstan: 
The reason why I ask with that footpath, it’s just been put in, they haven’t put a pram ramp 
in, so is there a pram ramp is going to be put in? My wife uses a walker and has got a 
disability. 
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EDDS: 
We do have surveys and other data that we collect prior to the project that would be a 
comparison done. We’ll have a look at the ones you've raised and if you do see others, 
just let us know because obviously we're keen to make sure that all the assets are 
restored and that the project leaves the place in better condition than when it started. 
 
 
Q15: Mr Dennis Grimwood – 7 Sapphire Court, Mt Richon 
 
The Armadale Metronet, the station itself, looking at it from the street, appears to be made 
with the building with two roofs poking out upwards at an angle. Which is opposite to what 
was on the original plan.  
 
Could you take up that issue with Metronet to see what they're up to and if necessary, 
advocate for some form of better protection? They could put a roof over the top of the 
train line, for example. It could be better protected? 
 
Mayor: 
We can't really make that statement before it's built, and we actually see it in action. 
 
Mr Grimwood: 
There is a proposal to put traffic lights this side of the railway to service, near Neerigen 
Street that runs along the train line beside Woolworths and then across the road into 
Streich Avenue, runs along the railway line, still 70kmph. 
 
The question is, would you please request the speed limit be reduced in that area 
(between Abbey Road and Albany Highway)? 
 
Mayor: 
The City can advocate for a reduction in the speed limit. 
 
 
Q16: Mr Ian Dunstan – U19/24 Aragon Court, Armadale 
 
The previous number of ACROD bays in the various eastern and western car park and 
northern car park alongside the RSL, totalled nine (9). Further, there is only one entry at 
the northern end of the new station. Armadale station did have two entries. Can this be 
looked at? Unfortunately I think the people of Armadale have been short changed on this 
one. 
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Mayor: 
We are very unhappy about that as well, and this began years ago and we’ve lobbied and 
lobbied and lobbied to the point of being quite rude to the people and pointing out in their 
own documents and their own public consultation that disability access was one of the 
main drivers for people to use the station and also that feeling of safety, so safety and 
security. And if you’ve only got one entrance, it’s so far to walk and then the lifts are right 
down the other end. We completely understand and agree with that. However, 
Metronet/the State had not come to the party to support the people of Armadale. 
 
 
Q17: Mr Dennis Grimwood – 7 Sapphire Court, Mt Richon 
 
At the Centro Shopping Centre, a large amount, more or less half a lane to one lane, is 
missing compared to where it was before. Losing that strip of parking, we are going to 
lose a significant number of parking bays. 
 
Would you please review the parking requirements in the City and see if something can 
be done, even if you've got to buy a block of land or two and build a multi storey car park 
as other local governments have done? 
 
Mayor: 
Thank you for that question, I’ll take that one on notice. 
 
 
2.4 Motions received from the floor 
 
MOTION-1 
 
MOVED Mr Laurie Scidone, SECONDED Mr P Davey 
 
That the City of Armadale collaborate with the Hills Ward community during the 
2025-2026 financial year to initiate a pilot program for the acquisition of 20 park 
benches. These benches to be installed in and around active playing areas, close 
to playground equipment in parks, along frequently used walking trails and 
footpaths, as well as at bus stops that lack seating. 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
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MOTION-2 
 
MOVED Ms Veronica Hansen, SECONDED Ms P Edwards 
 
That Council advise the public what percentage of policies have been reviewed and 
adopted and further to provide feedback to the public on the timeframe to complete 
a review of all outstanding policies. 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
MOTION-3 
 
MOVED Mr Laurie Scidone, SECONDED Ms V Hansen 
 
That the City of Armadale investigate and partner with the Department of Education 
to provide a public library facility with Roleystone Community College. 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
MOTION-4 
 
MOVED Mr P Davey, SECONDED Ms V Hansen 
 
That Council commit to progressing the review of the lease and licence policy, as 
well as the Community Group leases as soon as apossible, at a minimum, finalised 
by the end of this financial year, enabling community groups to move forward with 
some surety. 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
MOTION-5 
 
MOVED Mr Laurie Scidone, SECONDED Mr P Davey 
 
That the Council as part of its 2025-26 budget deliberations to include funding to 
investigate and clear any blockages from the storm water drainage system on 
Araluen Golf Estate. 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
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MOTION-6 
 
MOVED Mr Laurie Scidone, SECONDED Ms V Hansen 
 
That the council as part of its 2025-26 budget deliberations to include funding to 
upgrade play equipment at Cross Park. 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
MOTION-7 
 
MOVED Mr Laurie Scidone, SECONDED Mr P Davey 
 
That the Council as part of its 2025-26 budget deliberation to include funding to 
formalise the gravel parking area at Roleystone District Hall. 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
MOTION-8 
 
MOVED Mr Laurie Scidone, SECONDED Mr P Davey 
 
That replacement of the Roleystone Football Pavilion at Cross Park be included in 
community infrastructure projects schedule for planning in 2025-26, design in 
2026-27 and construction in 2027-28. 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
MOTION-9 
 
MOVED Mr Laurie Scidone, SECONDED Mr P Davey 
 
That Council initiate the restoration of the former St. Francis Xavier Church and 
pursue a collaboration with local service clubs, the WA Police and other non-profit 
organisations to repurpose the building for community use. 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
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MOTION-10 
 
MOVED Mr Laurie Scidone, SECONDED Ms P Edwards 
 
That Council investigate and develop one or two community events to compliment 
the Highland Gathering and Perth Kilt Run. 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
MOTION-11 
 
MOVED Mr Laurie Scidone, SECONDED Mr P Davey 
OPPOSED Mr D Grimwood 
 
That Council establish a policy that enables a representative from a community 
group to fully engage in both committee and full council meetings when the agenda 
includes an item relating to that group being discussed by the council. 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
MOTION-12 
 
MOVED Mr D Grimwood, SECONDED Mr P Davey 
OPPOSED Cr K Busby 
 
That Councillors commit to having regular or periodic meetings with constituents 
in a forum like manner to fulfil the obligations under the Local Government Act to 
liaise with the community and represent the community. 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
The Mayor closed the section for Motions. 
 
 
Mr P Davey made a statement thanking the Council and Councillors for their continued 
input and support throughout the past year.  
 
The Mayor thanked all the electors and rate payers who attended. 
 
 
Closure 
 
I now declare the meeting closed. 
 
MEETING DECLARED CLOSED AT 8.45PM 


