POLICY -5
MANAGING PHYTOPHTHORA
DIEBACK

ASPIRATION Environment

RESPONSIBLE DIRECTORATE Technical Services

RESPONSIBLE BUSINESS UNIT Environment and Sustainability

Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act
1999 (EPBC Act)

RELEVANT LEGISLATION

The City seeks to protect native vegetation within the Local Government area by minimising the risk of
introducing the pathogen, spreading the pathogen and treating the pathogen, in accordance with current
Management Practices.

Fostering and protecting the Natural Environment is one of four aspirations identified in the City’s Strategic
Community Plan 2020-2030.

Dieback is known to be a significant threat to bushland in the City of Armadale. Dieback affects not only Jarrah
trees but an array of native vegetation, ecosystems and their dependent fauna and flora assemblages.

The threat of dieback is cross tenure, both in bushland found in City of Armadale reserves, Crown lands and
private property. Dieback is also a threat to a number of industries such as the avocado and cut wildflower
industries.

The dieback pathogen Phytophthora cinnamomi is spread by soil and water movement and as such, any
activities which involve the spread of soil have the potential to spread dieback.

Whilst the symptoms of dieback are treatable with the fungicide Phosphite, there is no cure.

Environmental management actions during design and implementation of operations/activities can reduce the
risk of spreading or introducing dieback. In addition, programs for dieback treatment can help minimise the
impacts of the disease when it does occur to ensure biodiversity is managed to preserve and improve
ecosystem health.

The policy will be achieved through the implementation of the following practices:

2.1 Design and implementation of City projects and works in accordance with best practice Phytophthora
Dieback management techniques.

2.2 All contractors undertaking works in Armadale Bushland Reserves shall be provided a copy of dieback
mapping and ENG 9 Managing Phytophthora Dieback and its associated Management Practice. It is the
responsibility of the Officer engaging the contractor to provide this information.

2.3 Plants shall be sourced from a nursery accredited by the Nursery & Garden Industry Western
Australia (NAISA).

2.4 Implementation of a dieback treatment program.

2.5 The identification of roles requiring training with refresher updates as required.




2.6 The Environmental Coordinator role being accountable for the regular review of new information
concerning Phytophthora Dieback and the dissemination of such information.

3. Influencing Strategies or Plans

This policy assists in achieving Strategic Community Plan 2020 - 2030, outcomes, specifically “Conservation and
restoration of the natural environment”.

4. Applicable Legislation

Phytophthora cinnamomi’ is listed as a key threatening process under the Commonwealth Environment
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cth) (EPBC Act). Listing key threatening processes provides
formal recognition that a process is a key threat to biodiversity at the national level.

5. Definitions
Phytophthora Dieback: The plant disease caused by the pathogen Phytophthora cinnamomi.
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