Building Information Sheet - Decommissioning
or Removing a Swimming Pool or Spa

What does decommissioning a swimming pool or spa mean?

Decommissioning a swimming pool or spa means removing the features that make the structure a
functioning pool or spa.

Where possible, the City recommends that unused pools and spas are completely removed from the
property to avoid future development or compliance issues.

How do | decommission an above-ground pool or spa?
Inflatable pools or spas
o Deflate the pool or spa.
e Remove it from the property.
Solid-sided pools or spas
At a minimum, remove:
e Pool liner
o Access ladder
e Filtration system
Where possible, the pool or spa should be completely dismantled and removed from the property.

How do | decommission an above-ground pool installed below ground?
At a minimum, remove:
e Pool liner
e Access ladder
o Filtration system
The preferred option is to completely dismantle and remove the structure.
If you choose to bury the pool, you must:
e Remove all above-ground components, including the filtration system.
o Break down any framework or retaining walls to at least 600mm below natural ground level.
o Fill the excavation with soil typical to the site.
e Compact the fill in maximum 300mm layers.
If you choose to remove the pool, all components must be removed from the site, including:
e Pool liner
o Access ladder
o Filtration system
e Framework
e Retaining walls
All demolished materials must be disposed of at an approved facility.
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How do | decommission a below-ground concrete or fibreglass pool?
If you choose to bury the pool, you must:

e Cut a minimum of two 500mm x 500mm openings in the base of the deep end and remove the
concrete or fibreglass sections.

e Remove the filtration system and any access ladders.
e Cut the pool walls down to at least 600mm below natural ground level.
o Fill the excavation with soil typical to the site.

o Compact the fill in maximum 300mm layers.

Do | need to notify the City?

Yes. Once a swimming pool or spa has been decommissioned or removed, you must notify the City
in writing.
Where possible, include photographic evidence of the completed works.

If the City is unable to verify the removal using photographs or aerial imagery, a Swimming Pool
Inspector may be required to inspect the property.

Once removal or decommissioning has been confirmed, the City's Rates Department will remove the
annual Swimming Pool Inspection Fee from your rates notice.

Do | need a Demolition Permit?

A Demolition Permit is required if you are removing a swimming pool with an area greater than
40m?2.

Where possible, fibreglass pools should be excavated and lifted out intact.

All demolished materials must be removed from the property and disposed of at an approved
facility.

For more information on Demolition Permit requirements, fees and how to apply, visit:
https://my.armadale.wa.gov.au/service/apply-for-building-approval

Important Information

This information sheet is intended as a guide only. The City disclaims any liability for any damage
sustained by a person acting on the basis of this information.

For further information contact Building Services on 9394 5000.
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