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COMMUNITY GARDEN 
POLICY

ASPIRATION Community 

RESPONSIBLE DIRECTORATE Development Services Directorate 

RESPONSIBLE BUSINESS UNIT Community Infrastructure Planning 

RELEVANT LEGISLATION Local Government Act 1995 (WA) 

1. Objective
The Community Garden Policy provides a framework for the establishment and management of community 
gardens. 

2. Policy
The City of Armadale will assist incorporated groups interested in establishing a community garden 
by: 

• Ascertaining the most appropriate site for the garden. The options, by order of priority are:
- Land owned by organisations other than the City of Armadale
- Land owned by, or under the control of the City already endorsed by Council as a potential

Community Garden site
- Land owned by, or under the control of the City but not yet endorsed by Council as a potential

Community Garden site
• Providing Guidelines for the Establishment and Management of Community Gardens
• Assisting in building the capacity of groups to develop and promote their organisations and to partner with

relevant organisations including funding bodies

Proposals for Sites on Land owned by, or under the control of the City 
Groups are required to submit an initial proposal for community gardens on sites owned by, or under the control of 
the City. A proposal must contain at a minimum, information on the following criteria; 

• What the purpose of the Garden is and how will it benefit the local community
• Confirmation that the group is an incorporated not for profit organisation
• The number of members of the group
• The proposed location of the Community Garden
• If relevant, details of investigation into sites not on City land or land already endorsed by Council as

potentially suitable
• An indication of the layout and dimensions of the proposed site including any proposed structures

(including fencing)
• How the group proposes that services such as water and power are accessed
• How will water usage, waste and storage of equipment be managed
• What is the proposed management structure for the garden
• What strategies are intended to minimise problems such as odour, vandalism, noise, site aesthetics and

vermin
• How nearby residents and organisations operating in close proximity to the site will be impacted by the

Community Garden
• How the group intends to fund the establishment and upkeep of the garden
• Whether the group intends to hold events and likely number of participants
• Insurances covering the site and organisation

Investigation and Assessment Process for Community Gardens on City Land 
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Each proposal will be considered on its merits, having regard to the number of existing community gardens within 
the City of Armadale and the following provisions: 

• Location:
o Sufficient physical space
o Separation from residential areas for noise and pest complaints
o Provision of other facilities such as power, carparking, public transport, toilets, storage and

shelter
o Provision of water for irrigation
o Orientation for sunlight, wind and existing soil conditions or topography
o Safety and security.

• Legal:
o Proposals that impinge upon any existing: easements, leases, development approvals,

environmental covenants or other legal restrictions will not be supported.
o Consistency with purpose of the reserve and/or use of the land

• Safety:
o The site and proposal should be compliant with Crime Prevention through Environmental Design

(CPTED) principles.
o The site and proposal should not have any health or safety concerns.
o The site should have good passive surveillance.

• Management:
o Proposal from developers or community groups should reflect an accompanying commitment to

working with the community to establish an incorporated not for profit organisation that will
manage the community garden.

• Accessibility:
o The proposal should not prevent usual public access requirements.
o The site and proposal should be compliant with Universal Design principles.
o Existing on-site parking is preferred; however use of such parking is not to impinge upon existing

users of any adjacent car park.
• Services:

o Access to clean and sufficient water is required at the cost of the group.
o Any connection to Council’s water supply should be via a metered connection and an approved

backflow prevention device.
• Infrastructure:

o The proposal should not impinge upon existing water, sewerage and power infrastructure.
o Proposed infrastructure and alterations to existing infrastructure must be able to meet the related

building and/or planning regulations.
o Any agreement will contain a provision reserving the City of Armadale’s rights to remove a

community garden where it is not maintained to a reasonable standard to the satisfaction of the
City.

o Any approval must make it clear there are no undertakings by the City of Armadale to provide
further facilities such as toilets and sheds.

• Soil & Contamination:
o The site must be free of contamination before it can be used for the production of food.
o If the site is potentially contaminated then an expert will need to be engaged by the group at no

cost to City to ascertain the levels of contamination, what remediation is necessary and what the
costs of such remediation might be.

o If soil needs to be imported to the site, it should be sourced / treated appropriately to reduce the
likelihood of weed seeds and pathogens

• Biodiversity:
o The proposal should respect and take into consideration the presence of rare, threatened or

endangered plants and animals.
o The proposal should not be subject to the removal of areas of natural bushland, forest or riparian

areas to create a community garden.

Community Gardens on Land Owned by Organisations other than the City of Armadale  
Where a developer wants to include a community garden, it must be included in any plans submitted to the City of 
Armadale. An approval for a developer to establish a garden will be conditional on an agreement with general 
provisions regarding how the community garden will be managed, maintenance requirements, and include a 
provision that the developer is to advise the community if the community garden is not going to continue after the 
maintenance period. Any agreement will: 

• Contain a provision reserving the City of Armadale’s rights to remove a community garden where it is 
not maintained to a reasonable standard to the satisfaction of the City.

• Make it clear there are no undertakings by the City of Armadale to provide further facilities such as 
toilets and sheds.
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• Reflect an accompanying commitment by the developers to working with the community to establish
an incorporated not for profit organisation that will manage the community garden.

If a community garden has been established on land that is due to be handed over to the City for management, the 
City’s position is that the space should be converted into a landscaped garden prior to handover, unless there is 
an incorporated association already established to manage the community garden. 

Level of Maintenance 
Community Gardens must be used and maintained to a level acceptable to the City. If the City determines this is 
not occurring, Council reserves the right to remove the community garden. 

3. Influencing Strategies or Plans
City’s Strategic Community Plan 2020-2030 

• Outcome 1.1 – Foster and Strengthen Community Spirit

Community Health and Wellbeing Plan 

• Outcome 11.1 – Prevent chronic disease through empowering and enabling people to live healthy lives.

4. Applicable Legislation
Local Government Act 1995 (WA) 
City of Armadale Health Local Laws 2002 

5. Definitions
A community garden is defined as land cultivated collectively by a community led group for the purposes of food 
production and recreational gardening. 

VERSION CONTROL 

RELEVANT 
DELEGATIONS 

Nil 

INITIAL COUNCIL 
ADOPTION 

10/10/2016 REFERENCE C39/10/16 

LAST REVIEWED 24/9/2024 REFERENCE D20/9/24

NEXT REVIEW DUE 24/9/2027 
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