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POLICY 
LIVE STREAMING COUNCIL MEETINGS 

ASPIRATION Leadership 

RESPONSIBLE DIRECTORATE Corporate Services Directorate 

RESPONSIBLE BUSINESS UNIT Information and Communications Technology 

RELEVANT LEGISLATION Local Government Act 1995 

1. Objective
To ensure open and transparent government and to improve community engagement and accessibility to Council 
decision making, through the use of live streaming Council meetings. 

The primary purpose of live streaming Council meetings is to give the public greater access to Council decisions, 
debate and discussions, by eliminating geographic and/or personal barriers that may prevent physical attendance 
at a Council meeting. Benefits to streaming meetings include increased accessibility to connect and engage with 
the broader community, reducing negative perceptions and the potential to maintain a record of a meeting for future 
reference. 

2. Policy
The Local Government Act 1995 (Act) requires Band 1 local governments to live broadcast a video and audio 
recording of every council meeting, otherwise termed live streaming. As a Band 1 local government, the City of 
Armadale implements live streaming in accordance with the Act, and the Local Government (Administration) 
Regulations 1996 (Regulations). The purpose of this policy to manage the administrative aspects of live streaming 
in accordance with the aforementioned legislation.  

This policy provides guidance around the management of the live streaming process and recordings of Council 
meetings held in the Council Chamber. For the purposes of the Regulations, the Council Chamber is the Council’s 
usual meeting place. Live streaming, and the associated recording, will be applied to every Council meeting, unless 
held outside the Council Chamber. 

The City will provide and maintain audio visual equipment installed in the Council Chamber for the purpose of 
facilitating live streaming and compliance with the City’s statutory obligations in this respect. This audio visual 
equipment is not for the purpose of security monitoring and will be switched off unless there is a meeting imminent 
or in progress.  

The Chief Executive Officer (CEO) will ensure clear signage is prominently placed at the entrance to and inside 
the Council Chamber notifying all attendees that the Council meeting will be live streamed and published to the 
internet. The City’s website, in the appropriate location for the display of live streaming content, will contain a 
notification in the same terms.  

In accordance with clause 8.5 of the Standing Orders Local Law the Presiding Member will give permission to 
the CEO to livestream the Ordinary Council meetings. Immediately before the commencement of a Council 
meeting that is to be live streamed, the CEO will announce to the persons present that the meeting will be live 
streamed.  

The live streaming will be accessible on the City's website upon commencement of the relevant meeting and 
the recording of live streamed meetings will be made available on the City's website within 14 days of the date 
of the meeting in accordance with the Regulations.  

The City will make every reasonable effort to ensure that both the live stream and recording are available. 
However, should any technical difficulties arise, the live stream and/or recording may not be available or may be 
delayed.  
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Live streaming will cease when – 

 the Presiding Member declares the meeting closed; or
 the meeting is closed to the public in accordance with the Act; or
 the meeting is adjourned.

The City reserves all rights in relation to its copyright and no part of any video, images or audio contained in a live 
stream or recording shall be altered or reproduced.  

No protection against any award of damages or costs, can be given to Elected Members, employees, or members 
of the public for any statements made, by any of those persons, during the course of a meeting, when the statement 
is subsequently held by a court to be defamatory.  

Meeting or Items of Business Closed to Public 

Meetings, or part of meetings, closed pursuant to section 5.23 of the Local Government Act 1995 for consideration 
of confidential matters are not permitted to be live streamed. In this circumstance, live streaming will be suspended 
at the time the Presiding Member announces the meeting is to be closed to the public.    

Recording of confidential items is permitted for minute taking by a person designated for the purpose, but will not 
be released to the public, or made available on the City's website.  

Confidential recordings will be released, if requested, to the Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural 
Industries, the Police, the Court, or a State Government oversight agency.  

Improvised Recordings 

In the event of a failure of the City’s audio visual recording equipment or other technological failure outside of the 
City’s control, the City is not required to continue to live stream the particular meeting and will ensure there is a 
suitable recording device available at the particular meeting to allow the proceedings to be audio recorded in 
accordance with the Regulations.  

Record Keeping  

The official record of the meeting is the written minutes kept in accordance with the Act and Regulations. 

All recordings will be retained as part of the City's records in accordance with the requirements of the State Records 
Act 2000.  

Liability and Defamation 

Persons attending to participate in or observe a Council meeting acknowledge that they will be video and audio 
recorded in the Council chamber, which in turn will be live streamed in accordance with the Act. Where a person 
attending objects to being video or audio recorded during a Council meeting, the City will not suspend or discontinue 
recording or broadcasting of the recording in response to those objections.  

Under section 9.57A of the Act, the City is not liable for an action of defamation in relation to a matter published on 
its official website as part of a broadcast, audio recording, or video recording, of Council proceedings.  

Under section 9.56 of the Act elected members and employees are provided with a qualified form of immunity from 
liability for wrongdoing in the performance of their functions. This however relates to the person’s performance of 
a function under the Act or a function of their office. This does not extend to defamation proceedings.  

Whilst defences under the Defamation Act 2005 may also be applicable, this is a matter that can only be determined 
by the Court.  

The onus is on those in attendance at the meeting to ensure that their conduct, content and language are 
appropriate for the audience. The Presiding Member is responsible for maintaining the orderly proceedings of the 
meeting.  
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3. Influencing Strategies or Plans
The City’s Strategic Community Plan 2020-2030, under Aspiration 4 – Leadership contains the following objectives: 

Outcome 4.1: Strategic Leadership and Effective Management 
4.1.5 Establish comprehensive governance policies and processes. 

Outcome 4.4: Effective Community Engagement and Communications 
4.4.1 Strive to achieve best practice community engagement. 

The policy is developed to support these objectives of the Strategic Community Plan. 

4. Applicable Legislation
Where the State Government amends the Act or Regulations involving live streaming of meetings, and this policy 
is in conflict with the legislation, the requirements of the legislation shall prevail and this policy shall be of no effect 
to the extent of the conflict.  

VERSION CONTROL 

RELEVANT 
DELEGATIONS 

Nil. 

INITIAL COUNCIL 
ADOPTION 

24 June 2024 REFERENCE 

LAST REVIEWED REFERENCE 

NEXT REVIEW DUE 

CS34/6/24
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