Biology at Home – video 3

Animal classification and life cycles task sheet

[bookmark: _GoBack]The notes on this sheet support the tasks suggested by Alan in Biology at Home video 3. They aim to provide a range of thoughtful activities that could be done to explore the ideas raised in the video. The main focus of the tasks is the sharing of ideas and so they work best if done in collaboration with another person at home. Please keep a record of what you do in a journal or on your phone.

To embed your learning you should talk to and ask people in your house what they think and then share your thinking after watching the video and carrying out the tasks.

Task 1 – If you go down to the woods today …

If you can, visit an area of woodland and experience as many sights, sounds and smells as you can. You could note down how many different animal paths you can find or the different birds songs you hear. 

Alan mentioned how important the book Ring of Bright Water was to him at school. If you can, why not read about the adventures of Gavin Maxwell and his otters. You could also find out which animal books people in your family have read and enjoyed. If you do read a book why not write about it for your English teacher when you go back to school?

Task 2 – finding animals

Using any of the techniques shown in the video try to find and identify as many different species of animal as you can. You could look in different habitats and then compare them.  Do they have the same types of species? Which habitat is richer in animals? Identification keys, for different habitats, can easily be found online.




Task 3 – at the beach

There are many different activities that you could do on the beach and when exploring rock pools. If you do visit then please leave the animals and put them back where you found them. In this part of the video Alan asks you to:

· Think about the link between crabs and plankton? Why is plankton so important to many animals and even to very large mammals such as whales?
· Find out how a Dog Whelk feeds on other animals?
· Research about the four different Periwinkle species that are commonly found on the rocks. Do they all live in the same place? Which species is the most colourful and why might that be?
· Find as many different species of Mollusc or Crustacean as you can.
· What is the name of the worm that made the burrow?

Task 4 – thinking about classification and identification

Alan’s favourite identification guides are those that contain drawings rather than photographs. If you can why not take the time to make a series of sketches or drawings of the animals you find. Taking the time to look and draw will develop your observational skills.

Several tasks were given during this part of the video:
· Find out why some people think viruses are not alive? If they are not living then what do you think they are? What do others in your family think?
· Why did the Duck-billed Platypus cause so many problems to scientists when a specimen was brought to London, for the first time, in the 1830’s?
· Can you identify the animals from the pond and how many male newts where there?
· Can you find any video footage showing a dragonfly larvae catching its prey?
· The name of one of the snails shown was Cepaea nemoralis. This animal has been extensively studied by scientists. Why did they find it so interesting to study and what did they find out?

Alan did not go into much detail about the group of animals called Arthropods. Can you find out which types of animals make up this group and why life might be hard without one type of Arthropod – insects? How many Arthropods did Alan show you in the video?

Task 5 – life cycles

Many times in the video Alan mentions that an animal has a larval stage. What is this and how many different species of animal can you list that have a larval stage?

Three different life cycles were mentioned: 
Worm and snails – these are hermaphrodite.
Greenfly and stick insects – these can reproduce by parthenogenesis.
Hoverfly’s – these have a larval stage and undergo metamorphosis.

Find out as much as you can about these before asking the people in your family if they know what the words mean. You could share your findings with them and make note of what their responses are.







