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Activity 1: Soil survey
Please follow this link to find full details of how to conduct a soil survey, including worm identification:
https://www.stem.org.uk/resources/elibrary/resource/33666/education-pack-soil-and-earthworms-worm-survey
A simpler soil survey can be found here:
https://schoolgardening.rhs.org.uk/Resources/Info-Sheet/Soil-texture-test-as-flow-diagram
Don’t forget to follow health and safety guidelines from the lesson:
· Check the soil for obvious contaminants such as sharp stones or broken glass by combing it through with a trowel before you begin.
· You might want to wear rubber gloves whilst handling the soil.
· Keep your hands well away from your face.
· Disinfect any surfaces used.
· Wash your hands thoroughly once finished, even if gloves were worn. 

Activity 2: Be a Soil Scientist – investigate whether adding homemade compost to soil helps your plants grow bigger and stronger.
1) Predict what you think will happen when compost is added to soil. Will the plants grow bigger and stronger? Why do you think this?
2) Collect a sample of soil for the garden and a sample of compost.
3) Plant two identical pot plants into larger containers, one containing only soil and the other a mixture of half soil, half compost. Label each pot.
4) Place both containers in the same place and water as needed using the same method and the same amount of water each time. 
5) Record the growth over a few weeks by counting leaves or flowers or measuring the height. 
6) Review the results compared to your predictions.
7) Can you think of further investigations to carry out with soil and plants?



Further Links:
1) Make your own compost:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/gardening/gardening_with_children/homegrownprojects_compost.shtml
https://gardenorganic.org.uk/sites/www.gardenorganic.org.uk/files/resources/fflp/composting.pdf
2) Painting with soil:
https://www.soils4kids.org/files/s4k/painting-with-soil.pdf
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