


TENTATIVE MINUTES (PENDING COMMISSION APPROVAL)
IN-PERSON MEETING OF THE
  
LOUISIANA ANIMAL CONTROL ADVISORY TASK FORCE

OCTOBER 01, 2025 10:00 A.M. 
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY
VETERANS’ MEMORIAL AUDITORIUM 
5825 FLORIDA BOULEVARD 
BATON ROUGE, LA 70806NOTE: THESE ARE THE TENTATIVE MINUTES FROM THE OCTOBER 01, 2025, MEETING OF THE LOUISIANA ANIMAL CONTROL ADVISORY TASK FORCE.  A FINAL VERSION OF THESE MINUTES WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE AFTER APPROVAL OF THE COMMISSION AT ITS NEXT, REGULARLY-SCHEDULED MEETING.


CALL TO ORDER
The hearing was called to order by Dr. Ashley Prejean at 10:08 a.m.
ROLL CALL 
The roll was called by Ashley Prejean, D.V.M.

Members present: Suzanne Brevelle, Daniel Myrick DVM, Rob J. Bremer, Joe Stark DVM, Jena Troxler DVM, Shelly Liles Fontenot DVM.

Members absent: Chip Fitz.
A quorum was present.	

Other individuals present: Amy McInnis, General Counsel, Kat Elstrott DVM
PUBLIC COMMENTS 

No public comments were received at this time. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Motion: Dr. Troxler made a motion to approve the minutes from the December 18, 2024 meeting with no changes requested.  The motion was seconded by Dr. Stark and passed unanimously. 

NEW BUSINESS

The Oath of Office was completed by Suzanne Brevelle and Rob Bremer. 

Dr. Prejean welcomed the new members and the Dr. Daniel Myrick to the meeting. 

Dr. Prejean reminded the task force of the duties and responsibilities of the task force as outlined in statute and discussed the effort to distribute USB disks with training PowerPoints created by the task force a few years ago.  The training PowerPoints will hopefully be  a great aid to underserved shelters.

Dr. Prejean discussed the current quantifiable numbers (i.e. number of open shelters, inspections completed) for the task force and discussed the fact that several (8) parishes do not have an animal control or shelter facility.

Dr. Prejean opened discussion to the board and started with the topic of TNR for cats and mentioned that she has mentioned this at inspections.

Ms. Brevelle asked why the facilities are not facilitating such programs, and Dr. Prejean stated that it is likely lack of resources at facilities and manpower. Dr. Fontenot mentioned creating a list of facilities for LSU to be able to reach out to the facilities. Mr. Bremer mentioned that it is likely a multi-faceted issue and suggested grants or a dedicated millage (such as on property tax) for monetary aid to these shelters. Dr. Troxler mentioned that public education, dedicated veterinarians, and other resources (i.e. surgery suites) must be major components to successful TNR programs. Dr. Prejean mentioned that many facilities do not have the resources (i.e. money) for essential items such as vaccines. Dr. Stark mentioned that TNR is a an ongoing process that must occur monthly to be effective.

Dr. Stark mentioned that facilities must have qualified individuals who are trained and/also individuals that care for all animals including cats. Dr. Stark mentioned that we should put a sterner requirement for training into regulation. 

Mr. Bremer mentioned having a statewide mandate to have some sort of money put aside for animal services just as other services for the public (i.e. jails). Ms. Brevelle mentioned the possibility of proposing this to legislature as a public health concern. Dr. Troxler mentioned that it is difficult to present this as a public health issue. For example in TNR programs, cats placed back into the environment are not boostered  appropriately and/or re-treated for intestinal parasites.

Dr. Troxler mentioned that education is the most important aspect for improvement at these shelters. She also mentioned that the LACCA conference has the same attendance regardless of location in the state; this signifies the fact that the same parishes are sending individuals and underserved parishes are not. She also mentioned that recurring/quarterly training video calls for ACOs. Mr. Bremer made mention that shelters need training for personnel retention. Mr. Bremer also stated labeling shelters as basic vs. advanced and the topic was also broached of smaller shelters entering a mentorship program with larger shelters. Dr. Troxler mentioned that after the basic level training for ACOs, more specialized training should be offered for personnel retention. Mr. Bremer  mentioned that he would be willing to do some of the specialized training. 

NEW BUSINESS

Dr. Prejean updated the task force on letters and phone calls that have been facilitated by Dr. Strain on facilities that consistently need improvement. 

Dr. Prejean mentioned shelter facilities sharing resources that are not being utilized and can be transferred to shelters in need. 

Dr. Stark mentioned the monies (13 million) that has been appropriated to spay and neuter in the state of TX as an example that we could present to legislature.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Dr. Kat Elstrott mentioned some announcements. There is a grant opportunity available for spay/neuter monies from the Pet Overpopulation Council. She also mentioned some comments directed at the organization LACCA. She also mentioned the possible endorsement of the AVMA Fix by Five program by the task force. 

FIX BY FIVE ADDENDUM TO AGENDA

A motion was made to make an addendum to the agenda to discuss the board’s endorsement of Fix by Five Program. A motion was made by Dr. Stark and seconded by Mr. Bremer and passed unanimously. The board then discussed the motion to endorse the AVMA Fix by Five Program. A motion was made by Dr. Fontenot and seconded by Dr. Stark and passed unanimously. 

SET NEXT HEARING DATE

TBD- Possibly May 6, 2026

ADJOURNMENT

Motion: Rob Bremer moved to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Dr. Fontenot and was passed unanimously.  

The meeting was adjourned at 11:08 a.m.

















