
DEEP Elements for Diagnoses
The purpose of clinical document at ion is t o provide evidence of excellent  pat ient  care 
wit hin t he medical record while easily ident ifying appropriat e t reat ment  or int ervent ion.

DEEP documentation is a way to ensure that full clinical evidence to support 
status and specificity of a condition are documented in relation to the correct 
disease.

Remember t o st art  wit h t he basics, t hen show t he specif ics:

Diagnosis:  Init ial diagnosis of a condit ion. 

Evidence:  Include clinical evidence in a brief summat ion t o avoid 

clinical validat ion queries and support  MDM.

Evaluat ion:  This sect ion should cont ain t he f inal specif ied 

diagnosis of a condit ion support ed by t he st at ed evidence. 

Plan:  Document at ion of t he t reat ment  plan, which is t o be 

document ed in direct  relat ion t o t he condit ion.

When all DEEP element s cannot  be document ed in a concise area, each 

can be ext ract ed from various areas in t he not e as long as it  is clear t hat  

t hey pert ain t o t he same diagnosis. 

CL I N I CA L  D O CU M EN TATI O N

DOCUMENTATI ON EL EMENTS

For more resources go t o:

H I O SCA R.CO M / PROV I D ERS/ RESO U RCES
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https://www.hioscar.com/providers/resources
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