
CMS Marketplace Regulations: 
Tracking Columbus I &  II

Provision /  Issue Current  St at us Pract ical Impact

Columbus I -  June 12 
dist r ict  court  order

Several provisions of  
t he 2025 Market place 
Int egrit y Rule will not  
t ake ef fect

No mat erial PY26 impact  because many provisions were already st ayed 
(paused) and/ or expir ing. Key PY27 impact s are OE dat es and income 
DMI t iming.

$5 premium for $0 
aut o- renewed 
members who fail t o 
verify eligibilit y for 
PY2026

Will not  t ake effect . Fully subsidized enrollees may passively enroll for PY2026 wit hout  t he $5 
premium policy.

Issuer opt ion t o deny 
new coverage for prior 
enrollees due t o 
nonpayment  of 
premiums

Will not  t ake effect . Issuers must  cont inue t o enroll qualif ied enrollees regardless of prior 
nonpayment  st at us.

1- year Failure t o File 
and Reconcile (FTR) 
policy for PY2026

Will not  t ake effect . The FTR period remains 2 years for PY2026. Members in 1- year FTR 
st at us may cont inue t o passively renew, subject  t o ot herwise applicable 
eligibilit y rules.

FFM pre- enrollment  
SEP verif icat ion for at  
least  75% of new SEP 
enrollment s for PY2026

Will not  t ake effect . The FFM may not  implement  t he expanded 2025- rule SEP verif icat ion 
policy. Issuers must  cont inue t o enroll any qualif ied enrollee det ermined 
eligible by t he FFM.

Income DMI provisions 
for applicant s below 
100% FPL or wit hout  
t ax dat a

Will not  t ake effect . Exchange must  accept  income at t est at ion when no t ax informat ion is 
available and may not  aut omat ically invest igat e all income verif icat ion 
issues for fully subsidized members under t he vacat ed 2025 rule. The 
aut omat ic 60- day ext ension is reinst at ed, meaning consumers have 150 
days t o resolve income- based DMIs.

Short ened Open 
Enrollment  period 

Will not  t ake effect . FFM OE revert s t o Nov. 1-Jan. 15. SBEs may set  t heir own OE dat es.

AV de minimis changes Will not  t ake effect . Expanded bronze +5/ - 4 range and wider de minimis t hresholds for 
income- based CSR variat ions do not  proceed under t he 2025 rule.

Premium Adjust ment  
Percent age Index 

Current ly in effect The PAPI met hodology change may t ake effect  according t o it s t erms.

Disclaim er : This is not  legal advice and is subject  t o change, including t hrough st at e/ federal 

regulat ory decisions, fur t her  cour t  act ions and/or  appeal.



Tracking Columbus I &  II
Provision /  Issue Current  St at us Pract ical Impact

Columbus II -  overall 
post ure

Current  St at us Impact , If  t he Court  issues a st ay (pause)

1-year Failure to File 
and Reconcile (FTR)

Subject to pending 
challenge

2-year FTR remains

Income DMI verification 
changes

Subject to pending 
challenge

Exchange must accept attestation of income when no tax information is 
available, and will not automatically investigate all income verification 
issues for fully subsidized members.

SEP verification 
requirements

Subject to pending 
challenge

Issuers must continue to enroll any qualified enrollee determined eligible 
by the FFM as part of an SEP.

Expanded bronze 
MOOP

Subject to pending 
challenge

Standard bronze MOOP rules remain. Plans filed under the expansion 
may need to be refiled or withdrawn

Income-based hardship 
exemption for 
catastrophic plans

Subject to pending 
challenge

Income Based Hardship exemption would not be available, limiting 
catastrophic plan eligibility for individuals over 30.

SBE time and distance 
network adequacy 
flexibility

Subject to pending 
challenge

Federal Time and Distance standards remain the floor for SBE network 
adequacy

State Effective Provider 
Access and ECP Review 
Programs

Subject to pending 
challenge

CMS will continue to review network adequacy in addition to State DOIs

Non-network QHP 
certification

Subject to pending 
challenge

Non-network QHP certification unavailable

Elimination of 
standardized plan 
requirements

Subject to pending 
challenge

Standardized plan requirements remain ? Plans may need to be refilled or 
withdrawn

Eliminat ion of 
non- st andardized plan 
limit s

Subject  t o pending 
challenge

Non- st andardized plan limit s and execut ions process remain ? Plans 
may need t o be ref iled or wit hdrawn

Disclaim er : This is not  legal advice and is subject  t o change, including t hrough st at e/ federal 

regulat ory decisions, fur t her  cour t  act ions and/or  appeal.
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